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From our Interim Moderator
Dear friends,
‘Jesus Christ is the same,
yesterday, today and
forever’ (John 20: 11)
That verse is one that I have
referred to a few times in
recent days as we mark the end
of this Interim Ministry
placement, as I mark the end
of my full-time Ministry and
as you enter into a new phase
of your congregational life
with all the uncertainties and
challenges that lie ahead.
Lots of things are changing
and lots of things are
unknown. But the love and
life, grace and generosity,
presence and purpose of God
in Christ do not change; they
remain the same.

Your friend,
David Denniston
Interim Moderator
07903 926727
denniston.david@gmail.com

Pastoral Cover
During the period 12th to 20th May
inclusive, our Locum, Morris Dutch,
will be on leave. During that period
any matters of pastoral urgency can
be referred to our Interim Moderator,
David Denniston.

Forthcoming Services

So, whatever the next part of 1 May
the journey holds, however the th
new chapter now beginning 8 May
reads, Jesus is with us and will
not abandon us.
15th May

Service Led by Members
Leprosy Sunday

May you know the love of
God, sense the presence of
22nd May
Jesus and be open to the
guidance of God’s Spirit in the
29th May
coming months.

Rev Morris Dutch

st

God bless you all.

5th June

Rev Morris Dutch

Rev David Denniston
(Baptism and Stated
Annual Meeting)

Rev Morris Dutch
Service Led by Members
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Thank you
I hardly know where to begin in
thanking you as a congregation!

grateful indeed. And the final and
unexpected video message from
Alastair Moss was a very moving
surprise, which – for me – registered
very deeply.

As I have said so many times, I am
deeply grateful for the extraordinary
influence the congregations that are
now our one congregation of Queens
Park Govanhill have had in my life
and faith, including some individuals
who remain part of this fellowship.

And as for the Retiral Supper, so
much I had not expected or known
about. Now, in general, I am not
known for much enjoying surprises!
However, I must say I really enjoyed
both the expected and the unexpected
of that evening, from (more!) tokens
of appreciation, to the kind words
And I am grateful to God (and
(well, there were a few!), to the ‘good
somewhat amazed) that he led me
back here to where it all began, so that advice’ on how to enjoy my
retirement, to the choir (yes, even
I am able to not only repay a little of
their cheeky lyrics!), to the poetry, to
the debt, but also have been able to
our two guests, to the kind provision
retire from Ministry in this context
for our granddaughter and your
where it all first began!
welcome of her, to the atmosphere of
fun and the warmth of the fellowship,
It is really quite remarkable to have
and so much more besides. Thank you
been worshipping and working with
so much for it all, and for the
someone who taught me in Sunday
preparation, hard work and generosity
School and also someone I taught in
it all represented.
Sunday School!
It is all so very much appreciated and
Praise God for this gracious act of his
will live forever in my memory.
providence!
More specifically and immediately, I Thank you and God bless you.
David Denniston
would thank you from the bottom of
my heart for your kindness and
generosity at my final service on
Easter Sunday and the retiral supper
on Easter Monday. How encouraging,
surprising, and moving these were for
me! Thank you!
On Easter Sunday the so-called
‘token’ of appreciation was much
more than a token and the generosity
of that is overwhelming and I am very

churches, the Kirk Session have agreed 5
to ask Presbytery to now
facilitate
further discussions between Queens Park
What now?
Govanhill and the
congregations of
Clincarthill, Cathcart Old and Cathcart
Now that the congregation is returning to Trinity.
a period of vacancy, there is no
immediate prospect of progressing to These further and more detailed
calling another Minister until the current conversations will take place over the next
Presbytery plan Process is finalised (See couple of months, and the Presbytery
further below). Meanwhile, I will be committee aims to build on these to
continuing as Interim Moderator until the formulate a broader plan for agreement by
end of the year, by which time the new Presbytery in the autumn and transmission
Presbytery Plan ought to have been to ‘121’ thereafter for – it is hoped – final
agreed.
approval in December of this year.

Update

From May until July (in the first
instance) the Locum Minister will be our
old friend Rev Morris Dutch. He will
lead many of the services and be
available for pastoral duties. So, the
congregation will be in excellent hands!

None of this process is proving easy or
pain free! That said, the conversations in
our own wee group have been friendly,
warm, hopeful and encouraging (and, to
some extent, they have proved to be the
envy of some other parts of Presbytery!).
Do please continue to pray for this process
However, some of the services will also and its outcome.
be led by congregational members.
Whatever the shape of the church in the The proposed ‘clusters’ for further
future, it is clear that the increasing
discussion are to be presented to a special
shortage of Ministers will mean that
rd
worship led by members of the Presbytery meeting on Tuesday 3 May
congregation will be a feature of the and every congregation in Presbytery has
been cited to attend (via Zoom). This is a
worship life of the church in the future.
legal requirement with the church when
anything is discussed that affects the future
Presbytery Plan
of a congregation. Any member who
The Presbytery Planning
Process wishes to virtually attend is welcome to do
continues. All the congregations of the so, and our Session Clerk Jo Gibb can give
Presbytery have been placed in Zones, you the link for so doing. However, as our
and in this context, discussions have been Kirk Session are in agreement with the
taking place to form smaller ‘clusters’ of cluster into which we may be moving, it is
congregations to allow for these smaller unlikely that any controversy or dissension
groups to consider how the shape of the on our part will be required. And given that
church might look in their parishes in the there are 126 congregations in Presbytery
future and how we might resource the and some will very likely wish to object to
life, worship and mission of the church in some of the plans, it may be a long meetthese ‘clusters’ with the depleted number ing! In addition, the part of the evening
of Ministry posts that will be available in dealing with our Zone is not due to take
the
future.
Following
several
place until 9.30pm on that evening.
conversations
with
neighbouring
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an idea that doing something in
Govanhill Park over the Summer
I want to use this
could be something to try – it could
month’s update to let
be a picnic, a BBQ, games day –
you all know about
there's lots of possibilities! The main
some potential
aim is to simply be present as a group/
opportunities/events
community that’s connected to
at Queen’s Park
Govanhill. In order to do this it would
Govanhill and encourage your
involvement wherever you feel called great if anyone interested in this
concept get in touch with myself, in
to do so!
order that an organising group could
Chatter and Natter Table
be formed to deal with practicalities
In the coming weeks we’ll be
implementing a “Chatter and Natter” like determining the concept of the
table at the Lunch Stop, as part of the event, looking into the necessary
permissions, deciding the format of
Chatty Café scheme which we’ve
the
day, etc. It would be a great start
recently joined. A “Chatter and
to continuing to pursue a physical
Natter” table is simply one that’s
specifically assigned as a place where presence in the community!
people can sit together with the active Prayer Breakfast
intention of talking with one another, QPG regularly partakes in and runs a
prayer breakfast with Clincarthill
building relationships, getting to
church, and on the 14th May, at
know others in the community, etc.
We’ll have a couple of months to trial 8:30am we will be hosting the next
one. It’s a great time together, to build
this out before Summer, and will
obtain promotional materials from the relationships over a breakfast meal
and then spend time praying for our
Chatty Café scheme, and will
churches, community and the wider
advertise this (and therefore also the
world. I’d highly encourage folks to
Lunch Stop) to the community. This
is a great opportunity for anyone who come along if they can, and I’ll also
be spreading the word to our
is particularly gifted in striking up a
conversation to get involved, and also neighbouring churches to hopefully
a space for those seeking relationships widen the prayer network in the
and company with others! It would be community
As ever, if anyone at any point wants
great to have folks come along and
participate in this venture. There’s no to have a coffee and a chat, on zoom
rota commitments or training. Simply, or in person, please just get in touch I can be reached at:
if you’re able to make it to Lunch
amcelhinStop – regularly or irregularly – why
not give the Chatter and Natter table a ney@churchofscotland.org.uk
Or can be found in and around the
go one week?
church regularly on Tuesdays at the
QPG in the Park
Lunch Stop, or Thursdays at the
In order to pursue developing a
Amy
physical presence in Govanhill, I had foodbank!

Hello all!
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Congregational Governance
We have now taken forward further
development of the governance
structures in our congregation and key
office-bearers and co-ordinators are
now noted on the back of this
magazine.
David Denniston

Stated Annual Meeting
You will recall that the Stated Annual
Meeting scheduled for Sunday 27th
March had to be postponed.
This meeting will now be held after
worship on Sunday 15th May. As
Interim Moderator I will return to lead
worship that day (which will also
include a delayed baptism!) and chair
the Stated Annual Meeting.
David Denniston

The Fellowship Group invite you
to come along to their Coffee
Afternoon on Saturday 30th April
from 2 – 4p.m. Apart from
enjoying the teas and coffee and
the company there will be the
usual stalls, including one from
which the proceeds will go to a
Fund for Ukraine.
Look forward to seeing you there.
M Reid

BIBLE STUDY
By the time you read this our meetings
will have resumed after a short break
over Easter. During Lent we completed
our studies of Luke’s Gospel looking at
the momentous events of the last week
of Jesus’s earthly life culminating in
his last meal in the upper room with his
disciples, his arrest, trial, crucifixion,
subsequent glorious resurrection and
his final meetings with his disciples
before his ascension into heaven.
For our final study together before the
summer break we have returned to the
Old Testament, to the Book of Ruth – a
well-known story but one that is worth
re-exploring. With our fortnightly
meetings, this will take us through to
early June and even although you may
have missed the first meeting, it’s not
too late to join us. So why don’t you
come along to our next meeting on
Monday 9th May in the Welcome
Hall at 2.30pm when you will be made
most welcome. The discussion time is
never more than an hour and we
conclude with tea/coffee and some
home baking

Club 170
The team had hoped to have had a
meeting before the magazine deadline,
but we will have met by the time the
next magazine is produced.
Meanwhile the club continues with
smaller numbers since the start of the
pandemic but welcomes a faithful
group of visitors each week.
Next month marks the 20th anniversary
of the club which will no doubt be
discussed at our forthcoming meeting.
As always we thank everyone who
contributes in so many ways to the
work of the club.
Club 170 Team

8

Kintyre Reflections
What started as a vanity
project, changed to
something else over time.
Initially conceived as a walk to prove
to myself I could still complete the
kind of walk I had done almost fifty
years ago in the Cairngorms; much as
my late father had been able to say on
his 70th Birthday he could still cycle
70 miles in a day as he had in his
early 20s travelling from his home in
Lochmaben to Edinburgh to attend
university.

This varied from day to day
depending on the weather and how
tired I was, however there were a
number of themes. On the first few
days a sense of awe at the beauty of
the scenery and reflection on the
nature of isolation or solitude.
Having recently been isolating
because of Covid it had seemed
frustrating and depressing to be in
isolation, but walking alone I
realised I was much more isolated
than ever, and yet the surroundings,
were such that the isolation or
solitude was invigorating and
inspiring and helped me to
appreciate the wonder of nature and
the privilege of being able to walk
freely.

It then changed to become a
fundraising event for charity and as it
progressed a real physical challenge,
which demonstrated just how foolish
There were of course times when I
vanity can make us, or me at least.
was less carefree, on the second day
The fact that I had recently got over a walking to Tayinloan, the last four or
bout of Covid a few days before
five miles were into the wind and
starting out was also probably
squally rain, and for two miles along
indicative of the foolishness of
a shingle beach. Beautiful but
embarking on a hundred-mile walk. I walking on shingle is very hard,
certainly would not advise it as part of especially at the end of the day. The
a post covid recovery plan.
fourth day of walking from Carradale
to Campbeltown was long, wet and
Before I started, I was asked why I
best forgotten. The last two days
was walking North to South rather
than the other way with the prevailing were a contrast, both in sunshine if
with a chilly North wind; and both
wind behind me. I can now answer
that firstly the prevailing wind did not around 16 to 17 miles.
prevail most days at least not from the Campbeltown to Southend was a joy
South West, and secondly had I
on good forest and farm tracks and
started from Machrahanish to
uplifting. Southend to Machrahanish
Southend I would have gone no
started off well on good tracks but
further.
then over particularly boggy hills
I was also asked after the event if I
with in places no clear route as some
had taken earphones and music with of the way marker poles had fallen
me and what had I listened to on my over. The route also passed very
travels. I took no music, which led to close to a cliff at one stage rising to a
the question what had I thought about. high point where the guide book had
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warned the path then descended rapidly
on a zig zag. What it meant was it
traversed the cliff face. Those who know
me will know that more than three steps
up a ladder and my knees turn to jelly,
so descending a cliff was distinctly
nerve wracking, made even more so by
coming face to face with a group of four
feral goats with very large horns.
Fortunately, after a few seconds of
confrontation the goats scattered up and
down the cliff allowing me to gingerly
make my way down the path. Finally
reaching Machrahanish some nine and a
half hours after setting out. Relief was
the overwhelming feeling.

PRAYER

They pressed God “hear our
prayer, stay and have supper
with us “
He sat down at the table with
them
Taking bread He blessed and
broke it
And gave it to them
At that moment wide eyed they
Recognised Him
Open our eyes Lord
We want to see Jesus
Open our ears Lord and help us
Having returned and been amazed by the listen
generosity of everyone who has
Lord God hear our prayers.
followed the trek and contributed, the
total raised to date and I think probably
the final total stands at £790, which is a
cause for thanksgiving and some
satisfaction.
For those who have asked what next?
Over to you, my vanity has been
satisfied, and I have realised I have
reached my limits, and have gathered
some memories to treasure.
Jo

Peace where there is conflict
Food where there is hunger
Wisdom and compassion
among world leaders
How glad and thankful we are
that Morris has agreed to be
with us
Pray for him as he comes
among us.
Pray for the General
Assembly meeting later this
month
May our links
with local
churches
enrich us all.
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“Daily

Bread” NOTES: MAY

Running with horses

A tale of two cities

Sun 1
Mon 2

Psalm 44
Jeremiah 12:1-17

Tue 17
Wed 18

Revelation 16:12-21
Revelation 17:1-18

Tue 3
Wed 4

Jeremiah 13:1-27
Jeremiah 14:1-22

Thur 19
Fri 20

Revelation 18:1-10
Revelation 18:11-24

Thur 5
Fri 6

Jeremiah 15:1-21
Jeremiah 16:1-21

Sat 21
Sun 22

Revelation 19:1-10
Psalm 47

Sat 7
Sun 8

Jeremiah 17:1-27
Psalm 45

Mon 23
Tue 24

Revelation 19:11-21
Revelation 20:1-6

Mon 9
Tue 10

Revelation 12:1-17
Revelation 13:1-10

Wed 25
Thur 26

Revelation 20:7-15
Revelation 21:1-14

Wed 11
Thur 12
Fri 13
Sat 14
Sun 15
Mon 16

Revelation 13:11-18
Revelation 14:1-5
Revelation 14:6-20
Revelation 15:1-8
Psalm 46
Revelation 16:1-11

Fri 27
Sat 28
Sun 29
Mon 30
Tue 31

Revelation 21:15-27
Revelation 22:1-9
Psalm 48
Revelation 22:10-21
2 Corinthians 1:1-11

WAY IN….Revelation 17-22
Revelation is not an easy book! Its complex mix of genres:
letter, prophesy and apocalypse requires different methods of
interpretation. In these chapters Jesus reveals two contrasting
cities. Through complex apocalyptic metaphors and
symbolism, the spiritual realities that lie behind each city are
shown. There are warnings ahead – and invitations. One city is
destined for total destruction, the other is destined for
everlasting glory. It is not possible to be a citizen of both!
By Penny Boschoff (adapted)
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HOW OTHER CHRISTIANS HAVE TO LIVE
SUDAN

devastating consequences for
daring to believe something
A Sudanese Church of Christ leader and
different. These two sisters have
several members were attacked by an
witnessed the heartbreak of their
individual during a church service on
10 April in the Al Haj Abdalla Locality father being forcibly displaced
because of the faith they choose to
of Gezira State.
practise. They also witnessed their
neighbour attempting to sexually
On 3 April extremists prevented
members of the church from meeting in assault their mother.
their place of worship, but allowed
IRAN
them to pray in the yard outside the
building. On 10 April an individual
An Iranian court has upheld a
interrupted a meeting, striking the
verdict issued against Iranian
pastor, who was escorted from the
Christians Saheb Fadaie and
building, and attacking other members Fatemeh Bakhteri, four months
of the church. One woman suffered cuts after their final appeal hearing on
to the mouth, and another received
15 January in Tehran.
injuries to her hand. Two other
individuals joined the attacker in tearing Mr Fadaie and Ms Bakhteri
bibles and breaking chairs.
were sentenced to 18 and 12
months in prison respectively on 22
Following the attack, the church leader September 2018. Mr Fadaie also
and some of the victims attempted to
received an additional two years in
submit a criminal complaint with the
internal exile in Nehbandan, a
police, but were informed that this
remote area close to the border with
would worsen the situation. Both the
Afghanistan. Both were found
attacker and the pastor have since been guilty of “spreading propaganda
charged with ‘disturbing the peace’, and against the regime.” Local sources
appeared in court on Easter Sunday.
reported that the verdict confirming
the sentences claimed that
discussions of Christian doctrine
MEXICO
held in house churches were
No one should have to suffer because considered attacks on Islam.
of the faith they choose to practise. Yet
for religious minorities in indigenous
communities across Mexico, the right
to believe is far from guaranteed. For
women like Gudelia and Patricia
Lucas Pérez, they know first hand the

Many of our Christian brothers
and sisters are suffering in many
countries. Please pray for them
all.
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CHURCH VESTIBULE /BOOKS DUTY
SUNDAY MORNINGS
Would the following members please take up duty as indicated
below:Date
Door
Books
8th May

15th May
22nd May
29th May
5th June

Mr. Jo Gibb
Mrs. Annmarie Gardiner
Mr. Mark Edwards
Miss Linda Hunter
Mr. Malcolm Leitch
Mrs. Joyce NcNae
Mr. Peter Brown
Miss Lexa Boyle
Mr. Alex Comrie

I wish to
express my
heartfelt
thanks for
the beautiful plant received from the
Kirk Session and the wider
congregation.
It is with sadness that I had to step
down from the Foodbank for health
reasons. For all those who have
supported me, the team and the
Foodbank over the past 8 years, you
have my gratitude.
From very small beginnings the
Foodbank has evolved into a valued
resource within our parish, serving
those in need.
It may be several weeks before I am
able, once again, to share fellowship
with you on a Sunday morning. I look
forward to that time.
Every Blessing
Wendy

Mrs. Gill MacLean
Mrs. Daphne Ndlovu
Mrs. Margaret Brindle
Mrs. Eileen McNicoll
Mrs. Lisbeth Friel
Mrs. Alice Neil
Miss Marjory Percy
Mrs. Urska Cigale Harrison
Miss Moira Davidson

"Thank you very much for all the
telephone calls, cards, prayers and
beautiful flowers that I received
following a recent stay in hospital.
Flora Campbell (Nithsdale Road)"

CRECHE
We are delighted that Creche facilities
are available again on a Sunday
morning and are ready to welcome any
little ones to the Creche room during
the morning services.
Thanks to those taking duty and this is
the rota for this month.
1st May
8th May
15th May
22nd May
29th May

M. Borland M. Coubrough
F. McCall
F. Campbell
B. Roberts
A. Gardiner
M. Borland M. Coubrough
F. McCall
F. Campbell
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LHM UPDATE
At the beginning of Lent we launched
our Easter Egg Appeal. We are
delighted to
report almost
2000 chocolate
eggs, with
church messages
of HOPE, were
donated during
lent. These are being shared with our
sister projects, hostels and
accommodation centres. During Holy
Week over 20 projects, more than
1000 potential service users will
receive their gift and message of
Hope. Importantly we have been
spreading the word amongst projects
that we are; open, have a full
activities program and our
intervention services are available to
them.

FOODBANK
After many years of devoted service
in running the Queen's Park
Govanhill Church Foodbank, Wendy
Bradley has decided to step down
from her duties. Over the years
Wendy has been the mainstay of the
foodbank, carrying out the
administration, organising food
deliveries, controlling stock and
setting up monthly rotas. In thanking
Wendy we acknowledge she will
leave a large gap at the foodbank, a
gap we are looking to fill!
Are you the person(s) to come join
us and help to continue the important
and satisfying work carried out by
the foodbank in the local
community? This position can be
shared between two people if
desired.
If you are interested and would like
more information or a chat about this
position, please contact the
undernoted.
We are also looking for volunteers
who can spare 2 hours on a Thursday
morning, once a month, to assist at
foodbank and again if interested
please get in touch.
God Bless

During Holy Week we also set aside a
time of MORNING PRAISE, at
8.30am in the IT room off the main
hall. Being blessed as we started our
day, listening to the Lord’s Prayer and
other praise songs and spending time
in the Lord’s presence. We would
like to continue to offer this short
ALAN WATT (TEL: 07504 437661,
worship time on a more permanent
email: bigalwatt@ntlworld.com)
basis. To do so we would need more TREASURER, QPG FOODBANK
chaplaincy volunteers. If you can
spare time to be alongside our guests,
The next local
listening to 15 minutes of praise
churches prayer
music, and enjoy companionship, and
breakfast is at
after a free breakfast, then please
8-30 am on
contact Deacon Claire Herbert,
Saturday 14th
Chaplain to LHM.
May in QPG
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MAY 2022
Celebrate digital church
The Very Rev Albert Bogle reflects on the hidden moments of the
Resurrection.
General Assembly 2022
Thomas Baldwin considers some of the reports to be debated at this
month’s General Assembly
‘I don’t think God is done with us yet’
Lynne McNeil learns about the importance of mission to the
Moderator-Designate, the Rev Iain Greenshields ahead of this
month’s General Assembly.
Marks of Mission: To transform unjust structures
In the fifth part of the series on the Marks of
Mission, Thomas Baldwin considers the
fourth, which relates to injustice and calls for
peace.
God’s test
In the latest part of his series looking at the Lord’s Prayer, David
Searle considers temptation as detailed in Matthew 6:13 (7).
‘No time for turning back’
The Very Rev Dr John Chalmers explains why change is necessary
for every part of the life of the Church of Scotland.
All this, and reviews, crosswords, youth column, bible study,
church registers and much more. News from the church –
national and world wide.
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INTIMATIONS
1.

Cases of illness or urgent pastoral need should be
intimated without delay to the Minister.

2.

Any person who would like to become a communicant
member of the church should speak to the Minister.

3.

The final date for submitting articles for the June
Magazine is Sunday 29th May.

TREASURER’S REPORT TO 24TH APRIL 2022
Open Plate
Freewill Offerings
Gift Aid Freewill Offerings
Total
Average per Sunday (13 weeks)

£
120
£ 2,634
£ 18,127
£ 20,881
£ 1,228

OTHER INCOME IN MARCH

Donation to General Funds
£100
Donation to Christian Aid via church (Jo’s Walk) £105
M. Borland, Treasurer

Church Bank Account
Bank of Scotland, Victoria Rd
80 - 15 - 59 00404900
GENERAL FABRIC FUND
Balance at 1/1/22
£13,162
Income
£ 1,039
£14,201
Expenditure
£ 4,857
Balance at 24/4/22
£ 9,344
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OFFICEBEARERS
Rev David Denniston
07903 926727
Rev. Morris Dutch
mnmdutch@yahoo.co.uk
SESSION CLERK
Mr Jo Gibb
at Church Office
DEPUTY SESSION CLERK Mr Malcolm Leitch
at Church Office
CHURCH MANAGER
Miss Lynn Flower
at Church Office
CONG. TREASURER
Mrs. Margaret Borland at Church Office
ROLLKEEPER
Mr. Lindsay Macqueen at Church Office
MAGAZINE EDITOR
Mr. Malcolm Leitch
malcolmleitch135@btinternet.com
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC
Mrs Lynn Gibb
at Church Office
PRESBYTERY
Mrs Joyce McNae
at Church Office
SAFEGUARDING
Mrs Daphne Ndlovu
at Church Office
ECO-CONGREGATION Mrs Joyce McNae
at Church Office
SUPPORT WORKER
Ms Amy Mcelwhinney
amcelhinney@churchofscotland.org.uk
ADMIN
Miss Marjory Percy
at Church Office
BUILDINGS
Messrs George Gardiner
and Euan Gibb
at Church Office
TECHNOLOGY
Mr Euan Gibb
at Church Office
FINANCE
Mr Alan Watt
at Church Office
NURTURE
Mrs Betty Roberts
at Church Office
HOSPITALITY
Miss Morag Reid
at Church Office

INTERIM MODERATOR
LOCUM

