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The Blessings of Spring
by Deborah Ann Belka

There are many blessings,
that each new Spring brings
you can see it bloom about
and hear the song it sings.
With winters bleakness over,
and brighter days ahead
comes promises of new life
Springtime loves to spread.
As God unfolds the flowers,
and their buds begin to show
He sends to us the promise
His care for us, we will know.
He sends us the robin song,
with the promise to provide
that under His mighty wing
we have a place to hide.
He melts the snowy covers,
and sends the refreshing rain
sprinkling us with His grace
to heal winter's every pain.
God has given to all His Son,
to shed upon us a new light
and the real blessing of Spring
is to keep Jesus in your sight!
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From our Interim Minister
Dear friends,
‘Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit,
returned from the Jordon and was
led by the Spirit into the
wilderness’ (Luke 4: 1)

In this present
challenging time for the
Church of Scotland, when
so much is uncertain and
very significant
reductions in the number
of Ministers face us, and radical
changes will have to be embraced as a
result, might it not be that in and
through it all, God is at work to bring
about something better for his church
in our land, and for his glory?

As we now enter into this sober,
sombre and solemn season of Lent,
we start by recalling the Temptation
of Jesus in the wilderness. Luke
begins that account in a very
interesting and intriguing way. It is
the Spirit of God who leads Jesus And perhaps that may be true for us as
into the wilderness of testing and a congregation too. And, if we are
facing any challenging times in our
temptation.
own lives, then even in the difficulties
It may seem very strange to us that and the darkness, it may be that we
Jesus is led by the Spirit into this will be able to discern God’s hand at
time of difficulty. And yet, there it work.
is! But we also know that this is
only the first chapter of a story that During this Lenten period, as we travel
with our Lord through the desert of
will ultimately end in glory and
temptation, the valley of darkness, the
victory.
garden of betrayal, the courtyard of
I wonder if it might also be that denial, the judgement hall of
sometimes it is God who leads us condemnation, and the hill of the
into time of testing? Of course, we Cross, let us not forget that beyond all
know that God does not tempt us, of these there still lies the joy and
does not wish anything bad for us, triumph of an Empty Tomb.
or bring evil upon us. Nonetheless,
could it not be that – in this broken
and fallen world – some of the
difficult times through which we
pass are at least used by God to
bring about something better,
something of his will, something
that will strengthen our faith,
something that will yet lead to
greater glory?

Your friend,
David Denniston
Interim Minister
DDenniston@churchofscotland.org.uk
07903 926727

4

Group and last year’s local focus
As you may well be aware, and as has groups have given us 21 principles to
abide by.
been mentioned a number of times
over recent weeks and months, the
Now, we all have work to do: The
Church of Scotland is facing a very
PPCG has to bring a draft Mission
challenging time in coming months
Plan before Presbytery for approval
with a reduction in income, a surplus by September and the Faith Nurture
of buildings, diminishing
Forum and General Trustees by
congregations and (crucially) a
December.
looming – and severe – shortage of
It is important to us that we consult
Ministers. Much of this crisis has
been coming for quite some time, but with local churches and take their
the impact of the pandemic has made comments and concerns into
matters more urgent and brought us to consideration. We are a diverse
the crisis point somewhat sooner than Presbytery; we are coming from
different starting places and our
many had anticipated.
congregations each have their own
characters and histories. There will be
In order to address this crisis, and to
re-shape the church that we might be change. Change both excites and
better equipped for the future and for threatens us and we face hard choices.
No parish or post is ‘immune’.
the call to mission, the General
Assembly has instructed every
Your PPCG will work conscientiously
Presbytery to develop a Presbytery
to bring a draft plan before
Plan for congregations, Ministries and Presbytery. Then Presbytery will
buildings, and this plan is to be
decide.
completed by the end of this year. In
Glasgow Presbytery, there is a process Over the coming weeks and months
we will make every effort to maintain
now well underway, and Rev Roy
regular contact with you. It is imHenderson of Pollokshaws, who is
portant that you know how we are
Convener of the Presbytery Plan
progressing and it is equally imCreation Group has written:
portant to us that we know about your
This is a time to face facts…
comments and concerns. What can
you offer in this shared effort?
 The 2021 General Assembly
As you will all note, the required reinstructed all presbyteries to review
and update their mission plans by the duction to only 84 ‘ministry posts’ is
likely to have a very significant imend of 2022.
 The Presbytery of Glasgow has been pact. We will seek to keep the congregation informed of all developments
allocated a total of 84 ‘ministry’
posts. We currently have 123 charges, and proposals.
David Denniston
and many church buildings
 Presbytery Mission Plan Review

Presbytery Plan

of the future in the light of the current 5
Presbytery Plan Process and the
coming to a conclusion of the Interim
6th March Lent 1 ‘Led by the Spirit’ Ministry period.
Luke 4: 1-13
As usual, the plan is that, in a relaxed
atmosphere, we can enjoy coffee and
th
13 March Lent 2 ‘Lament over
tea, some fellowship and informally
chat about these topics. There is neither
Jerusalem’
Luke 13: 31-35 need nor expectation that folks stay the
whole time! Come when you can and
leave when you must; the conversations
th
will be ongoing.
20 March Lent 3 ‘Leave it!’
Luke 13: 1-9
Did you Know?
Communion
All residents who are 80 years of age
th
27 March Lent 4 ‘Lost and Found’ or over by 31 March 2022 and living
in Glasgow can apply for a £100
Luke 15: 1-3 & 11b-32
Affordable Warmth Dividend
A ‘Café Church Service’ followed by payment from Glasgow City Council.
the Annual Stated Meeting
Applications MUST be made by 31
MARCH
2022 and forms are
3rd April Lent 5 ‘Lavish Love’
available by phone 0141 287 7961 or
John 12: 1-8
from the Council's website www.glasgow.gov.uk/awd
The services are live-cast on
The money is paid directly into your
YouTube, Facebook and the
Bank Account
congregational webpage for those
who cannot or choose not to attend
at this stage. A recording of the
CRECHE
service will thereafter remain
available online and be accessible
We are delighted that Creche
via the phone number 0141 473 6899 facilities are available again on a
Sunday morning and are ready to
welcome any little ones to the Creche
COFFEE AND CHAT
room during the morning services.
Thanks to those taking duty and this
The last in our series of ‘Coffee and
is the rota for this month.
Chat’ events will be on Saturday 5th
March from 10.30am until
6th Mar
F. McCall F. Campbell
12.30pm.
th
13
Mar
M.
Borland A. Gardiner
On this occasion our informal coffee
th
20
Mar
B.
Roberts
M. Coubrough
and tea gathering will allow us the
th
27
Mar
F.
McCall
F. Campbell
opportunity to discuss the challenge

Forthcoming Services

Students are a constant
source of amusement with
their answers to exam
questions:
What is a turbine? Something an
Arab wears on his head.

Lent
40 days to use remembering the time
Jesus was on the wild
His confrontation with the devil

All the temptations swept away by
Who did not welcome the prodigal words of Scripture
son? The fatted calf.
Lord God May we also use scripture
How can you delay milk turning
to encourage ,lead us through all the
sour? Keep it in the cow.
difficulties and worries we encounter.
What is artificial respiration
commonly called? The kiss of
death.
What is a fibula? A small lie.
Where are the tibia? They live in
a country in North Africa.
What does the word ‘benign’
mean? Benign is what you will be
after you are eight.

May your word and spirit help us to
stay close to you .
40 days to use to prepare for the story
of Christ’s Passion
40 days till our minister leaves us
40 days to pray for God’s spirit
guidance for our future as God’s
ambassadors in our Parish and beyond
Pray for Ukraine and all areas of war

What is a common treatment for
nosebleed? Circumcision.
Name the four seasons? Salt,
pepper, mustard and vinegar.

Pray for refugees especially those
from Ukraine that they will be
welcomed and given aid as needed .
Psalm 27 v3
Pray this for those in fear
Though an army besiege me
My heart will not fear
Though war break out against me
Even then will I be confident
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Session Clerk’s Walk
As intimated earlier I intend to tackle The Kintyre Way starting on the 2nd April.
This means I will be missing from the morning service on the 3rd. With all the
necessary gear now in place I am now inviting sponsors to fund donations. The
link for donations directly to Christian Aid is
https://www.gofundme.com/kintyre-way-challenge
I am also happy to receive donations or
promises of donations to donate to either
Christian Aid or Water Aid. I hope to be able
to send pictures along the route, though mobile
signals are notoriously unreliable in this part of
the world. Sponsorship is invited for each
section or per mile or the whole trip
Section 1 Tarbert to Claonaig. Section 2
Claonaig to Clachan. Section 3 Clachan t o
Tayinloan. Section 4 Tayinloan to
Carradale. Section 5 Carradale to
Campbeltown Section 6 Campbeltown to
Dunaverty Section 7 Southend to
Machrihanish
Maps, waterproofs and walking gear all now in place. Now just hope to avoid
too many gales or downpours on the way.
Jo

Transition to Barcoded Stamps
Non-barcoded stamps will be phased
out but will remain usable until 31
January 2023. Customers are
encouraged to use their non-barcoded
stamps before this date. Alternatively,
non-barcoded stamps can be
exchanged for the new barcoded
version through Royal Mail’s ‘Swap
Out’ scheme.
The ‘Swap Out’ scheme will open on
31 March 2022. Forms will be
available via a variety of channels,
including local Customer Service
Points; the Royal Mail website and via
our Customer Experience team.
Customers will be able to use a
Freepost address. Further details will
be announced shortly.

Many, many, thanks for
everyone for the beautiful plant, good
wishes, cards and phone calls I have
received after my eye operation.
Margaret

LIFE & WORK
Subscriptions for Life &
Work Magazine are now
overdue and should be paid
to the Treasurer immediately.
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LODGING HOUSE
MISSION –
UPDATE

IT HAPPENED IN
MARCH
1074 Pope Gregory V11

The day centre is now open
excommunicated all married
8.30am to 3pm weekdays for those people
priests
who experience homelessness, exclusion
and social isolation across the city. With 1306 Robert the Bruce is crowned
King of Scotland at Scone
the café providing free breakfast between
Palace
8.30-10am and lunch between noon and
2pm. LHM continues to make emergency 1603 Union of the crowns Scotland
clothing and food parcels available
and England under King James
through our partner agencies.

V1

LHM hosts the Health Protection 1841 Canadian oceanographer John
Scotland team of vaccinators offering
Murray discovered the depths
boosters and flu jabs to clients weekly.
Waverley Care has come back in to offer
Blood Borne Virus testing on the 23rd
February. Waverley Care recognises there
are thousands of people in Scotland living
with undiagnosed HIV or hepatitis C.
Without a diagnosis, people cannot access
effective treatments and are more likely
to unknowingly pass their infection on.
By providing services to suit local needs
and highlighting the range of alternative
options available together we can reduce
barriers to access. We are pleased to be
able to support this valuable harm
reduction work.

of the ocean.
1856 The Crimean War between
Russia and Europe ended
1868 C.H. Gould patents the Stapler
in UK.
1871 First Rugby International Scotland V England. Scotland
won !! (again)!!
1876 The Scottish inventor,
Alexander Graham Bell,
patented the telephone.

1904 Britain’s first mainline electric
train ran from Liverpool to
The Prayer Supporter Role is a new
Southport.
volunteering opportunity being set up at
1933 The movie King Kong
LHM to increase the Christian presence
premieres.
and support available for the work and
people of the Mission. Your role as part
1933 Monopoly board game is
of the chaplaincy team would be to
invented.
provide prayer support in a variety of
settings. This role has two main purposes; 1936 The Spitfire made its first test
flight.
to support our mission aims through
prayer for the events, activities and
1969 Concorde made its maiden
people of Lodging House Mission, and
flight.
secondly to provide and oversee the pro1987 cross-channel ferry the ‘Herald
vision of a prayer space for guests of the
of Free Enterprise’ capsized.
Lodging House Mission to support their
180 dead.
prayer life.
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HOW OTHER CHRISTIANS HAVE TO LIVE
SOUTH SUDAN

CHINA

A church elder was killed, and several
religious buildings were destroyed on
14 February in a widespread attack on
Aneet market on the border of the
disputed oil-rich region of Abyei in
Sudan & Twic County in South Sudan.

Independent house church leader
Pastor Hao Zhiwei has been
sentenced to eight years on ‘fraud’
charges by the authorities in Ezhou in
China’s central Hubei province. At
least ten leaders and co-workers from
four unregistered Protestant churches
were arrested in 2021 and are facing
similar charges.

The Tuj Ajakjch tribe, to which
President Salva Kiir of South Sudan
belongs, attacked Aneet town after
claiming that it belongs to them, and
instructed all of its residents to leave.

Pastor Hao, a widowed mother to a
young son, had been held in pre-trial
detention since 31 July 2019, prior to
Buildings belonging to the Pentecostal her trial on 11 February 2022.
Church and Sudan Presbyterian
According to China Aid, she
Evangelical Church (SPEC), as well as was criminally detained for preaching
a local mosque, were completely
and collecting offerings without the
destroyed, while those belong to the
approval of state-sanctioned
Episcopal and Catholic churches were associations. This ‘fraud’ charge is
partially destroyed. The main market
widely understood as targeting
was also burned.
leaders of house churches, which are
independent and not registered with
A SPEC elder, Paul Kouk, 19, was
the government or affiliated with the
killed in the attack, and all of the
state-sanctioned church.
residents of Aneet have reportedly fled
to northern Abyei. The UN Office for Pastor Hao’s church had been
the Coordination for Humanitarian
repeatedly raided by local authorities
Affairs (OCHA) has reported that at
prior to her detention, and members
least 15 other residents were killed in
of the congregation had been brutally
clashes in the area between 10 and 16 attacked and detained. In November
February, including two humanitarian 2021, her lawyer revealed that during
workers, and 70,000 people have been her prolonged detention, Pastor Hao’s
displaced.
health had deteriorated and her
younger son Moses, who also lost his
father to cancer in 2018, had
developed depression and dropped
out of school. The pastor will appeal
her conviction and sentence.
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“Daily Bread” NOTES: MARCH

Finding hope in suffering

Waiting for his coming

Tue 1

Revelation 10:1-11

Thur 17

Job 35:1-16

Wed 2

Revelation 11:1-19

Fri 18

Job 36:1-33

Thur 3
Fri 4

Job 22:1-30
Job 23:1-17

Sat 19
Sun 20

Job 37:1-24
Psalm 38

Sat 5
Sun 6

Job 24:1-25
Psalm 36

Mon 21
Tue 22

Job 38:1-21
Job 38:22-41

Mon 7

Job 25:1 – 26:14

Wed 23

Job 39:1-30

Tue 8
Wed 9

Job 27:1-23
Job 28: 1-28

Thur 24
Fri 25

Job 40:1-24
Job 41:1-34

Thur 10
Fri 11

Job 29:1-25
Job30:1-31

Sat 26
Sun 27

Job 42:1-16
Psalm 39:1-13

Sat 12
Sun 13
Mon14
Tue 15
Wed 16

Job 31:1-40
Psalm 37
Job 32:1-22
Job 33:1-33
Job 34:1-37

Mon 28
Tue 29
Wed 30
Thur 31

Matthew 24:1-14
Matthew 24:15-35
Matthew 24:36-51
Matthew 24:36-51

WAY IN….to Matthew 24, 25
These two chapters are known as the “Olivet Discourse” in which Jesus
prophesises about the destruction of Jerusalem and the end of this age.
Perhaps living through a global pandemic has given us a new perspective on
the instability of this life and the hope that Christians have for a future that is
certain. The question should not be the extent to which current events relate to
prophesies in Matthew, Daniel or Revelation but simply whether we are ready
today if Jesus either returns or calls us home.
By Alison Allen (adapted)
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Halls Facilitator/Cleaner
Liz Sweeney, our current halls
facilitator/cleaner has unbelievably
reached an age where she is entitled to
collect her state pension. She will be
retiring on Friday 11th of this month.
There will therefore be a vacancy for
someone to take over her duties
ensuring the church and halls are kept
in good order for all the various groups
and organisations which use our
building, in addition to keeping it clean.
If anyone is interested in applying for
the position, or knows of anyone who is
reliable and of good character please let
them know and in the first instance get
in touch with Lynn Flower and/or The
Session Clerk to discuss the post.
We wish Liz a long and happy
retirement, with grateful thanks for all
her service. Undoubtedly her family
will keep her busy.

One of our members, fed up with
the standard of jokes in the
Monthly Mag, has submitted the
following. We are not going to
publish her full name but it starts
with Lynn and you can decide
which Lynn it is…!

Being Poor
Annie, 6 years old, gets home from
school where she has just had her
first family planning session.
Her mother, very interested, asks,
“How did it go?”
“I died of shame,” replies Annie.
“Sissy from over the road says that
the stork brings babies. Sally next
door says you can buy them at the
orphanage. Pete who sits beside
me says you can buy babies at the
hospital.”
Her mother answers laughingly,
“But that’s no reason to be
ashamed?”
“Yes it is. I can’t tell them that we
were so poor that Daddy and you
had to make me yourselves!”
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Club 170
Visitor numbers have gradually crept up this month.
The folks on the weekly rota continue to provide a warm welcome, message and
meal which is enjoyed by those who attend.
This month we thought you might like a word search to find some of the ingredients that make up an evening at Club 170.

Name:
Date:

Club 170 Ingredients
Bread
Coffee
Rollandsausage
Soup
Welcome

J
Y
J
H
D
X
Z
Z
A
R
E
D
D
C
E
I
A

H
F
U
C
N
T
O
C
Q
D
N
E
B
M
G
F
Q

D
J
Y
S
O
A
A
X
R
S
E
M
F
O
Z
G
T

D
S
L
R
A
M
E
S
A
O
P
Q
M
F
E
Q
X

Cakes
Company
Sandwiches
Tea

B
K
H
E
G
N
P
V
D
U
A
H
U
W
O
C
F

ZC Q
PX V
VL Y
CU A
CCW
YY X
DM H
AW O
TN I
P I Y
ND U
HF T
BQ T
F A X
HZ F
CM F
VK G

N
E
L
S
K
A
R
N
N
C
S
R
U
J
H
T
O

Chat
Fruit
Sauce
Warmth

T
P
Y
N
J
N
R
S
V
M
H
V
F
P
V
O
K

O VC
B L I
WE L
T S I
D UG
U QW
G EH
M VV
C TW
B AH
Q Z K
E QE
U S U
R A E
B AW
K S B
V YY

R
A
C
I
Q
V
L
T
H
V
G
E
M
Y
I
Z
K

E
W
O
T
Y
O
B
R
E
A
D
B
S
X
L
X
A

V C
GD
ME
S E
NG
UA
X S
MU
A A
A S
Z D
K N
B A
Z L
D L
S O
QR

13

MONDAY BIBLE STUDY - AN truth. It’s all quite informal and relaxed.
UPDATE AND AN INVITATION. All we are seeking to do is to see what
Since the beginning of the year our faceto-face meetings have resumed after a
prolonged period during the times of
“Lockdown” when we could only meet
by Zoom. After a break last summer, we
spent the autumn studying the Old
Testament book of Ezra which covers
the time in Jewish history when God’s
Chosen People were allowed to return to
their homeland after being taken into
exile by the Babylonians – it seemed a
particularly appropriate subject for study
while we as a congregation returned to
our congregational home at 170 Queen’s
Drive after a lengthy coronavirusinduced “exile” away from our usual
Sunday morning times of worship and
fellowship.
During January and February we have
been studying Paul’s letter to the
Philippians. It was written by Paul from
his prison in Rome – a time of great
difficulty for him – and it was written to
help answer some of the challenges and
uncertainties facing the church in
Philippi – just as we as a congregation
are about to enter a further period of
uncertainty and challenge with the
impending departure of our Interim
Minister, David Denniston, in April.
These two studies have demonstrated the
relevance and helpfulness of Bible Study
for a congregation in helping us face up
to present day difficulties but there are
many within QPG who for some reason
feel that attendance at a Bible Study is
not for them. Perhaps some of you feel
that somehow it’s too “intellectual”, that
you’ll be compelled to say something or
that you’ve simply never been to anything like that and you’re too old to start
now! Nothing could be further from the

the Bible has to say to us a congregation
of God’s people struggling with many of
the challenges of the 21st century. So
why not give it a try?

In March we will be returning to Luke’s
Gospel and during the period of Lent we
will cover the concluding five chapters
looking in more detail at the events of
the last week of Jesus’s ministry and
teaching. We will meet each Monday
afternoon during March in the Welcome Hall and any new members who
would like to join us for an hour of sharing and learning followed by a delightful “cuppa ‘and home baking” will be
made most welcome. On the 7th and the
21st our meetings will start at 2.30pm
and on the 14th and the 28th at 3pm.
Hope to see you then.
David Smith

Easter
Egg Appeal
LODGING HOUSE MISSION
Join our
Mission Initiative &
Share the message
of

LIFE, HOPE and MEANING
by

DONATING Easter Eggs
to be gifted to our guests

Drop off 2-4pm, weekdays at:
LHM, 35 East Campbell Street Glasgow, G1 5DT
APPEAL RUNS 1ST MARCH - GOOD FRIDAY APRIL 15TH
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MARCH 2022
A sense of restlessness
Albert Bogle explains why restlessness can be a sign of preparing the way for
the future.
Stories are ‘comfort food for our souls’
2022 has been designated the Year of Stories in Scotland. Jackie Macadam
learns about the importance and power of stories and storytelling for the
Church of Scotland.
A good listener
In Scotland’s Year of Stories, Jackie Macadam learns about
the faith journey of storyteller and author Donald Smith.
The Marks of Mission: to teach, baptise and nurture new believers
In the third part of our six-part series looking at the five Marks of Mission,
Thomas Baldwin considers the second mark of mission.
Daily Bread
In the fifth part of his series reflecting on the Lord’s Prayer, David Searle
looks at the fourth petition.
A giant of spiritual life
The Very Rev Dr John Chalmers reflects on a powerful address to the General
Assembly of the Church of Scotland
All this, and reviews, crosswords, youth column, bible study, church
registers and much more. News from the church – national and world
wide.
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INTIMATIONS
1.

Cases of illness or urgent pastoral need should be
intimated without delay to the Minister.

2.

Any person who would like to become a communicant
member of the church should speak to the Minister.

3.

The final date for submitting articles for the April
Magazine is Sunday 27th March.

TREASURER’S REPORT TO 28th FEB 2022
Open Plate
Freewill Offerings
Gift Aid Freewill Offerings
Total
Average per Sunday (9 weeks)

£
£
£
£
£

15
1,456
7,591
9,062
1,007

OTHER INCOME IN FEBRUARY
M. Borland, Treasurer

Church Bank Account
Bank of Scotland, Victoria Rd
80 - 15 - 59 00404900

GENERAL FABRIC FUND
Balance at 1/1/22
£13,162
Income
£ 1,039
£14,201
Expenditure
£ 3,339
Balance at 28/2/22
£10,862
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OFFICEBEARERS
Rev David Denniston
07903 926727
Mr Jo Gibb
at Church Office
Mr. Euan Gibb
at Church Office
Miss Morag Reid
at Church Office
Miss Lexa Boyle
at Church Office
Miss Lynn Flower
at Church Office
Miss Lexa Boyle
at Church Office
Rev David Denniston
at Church Office
Mrs Lynn Gibb
at Church Office
Mr Lindsay Macqueen at Church Office
Mrs Rhona Hughes
at Church Office
Mr Malcolm Leitch
at Church Office
TIME TALENTS MONEY TEAM Mrs Joyce McNae at Church Office
YOUTH TEAM
Miss Lynn Flower
at Church Office
CONG. TREASURER
Mrs. Margaret Borland at Church Office
MAGAZINE EDITOR
Mr. Malcolm Leitch
malcolmleitch135@btinternet.com
MAGAZINE DISTRIBUTION Mrs. Rhona Hughes at Church Office

INTERIM MINISTER
SESSION CLERK
FABRIC TEAM
HOSPITALITY TEAM
PASTORAL TEAM
MISSION TEAM
PRAYER TEAM
MINISTRY TEAM
MUSIC & DRAMA TEAM
FINANCE TEAM
ADMIN/OFFICE TEAM
EDUCATION TEAM

