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We Are Here
by Michael R. Burch

"We are here." - Volodymyr Zelensky, President of Ukraine
We are here.
We are here.
And we won't disappear.
We are here. We are here. We are here.
We are here.
Have no fear,
our position is clear.
We are here. We are here. We are here.
And yet we need help.
Will earth's leaders just yelp?
We are here. We are here. We are here.
Our nation stands strong.
Will you choose right, or wrong?
We are here. We are here. We are here.
Now let me be clear,
Vladimir, dear:
WE are here.
WE are HERE.
WE ARE HERE.
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From our Interim Minister
Dear friends,
‘Mary stood outside the tomb,
crying’ (John 20: 11)

with terror
confusion.

and

No wonder Mary
wept outside the
At this point in the Christian Year – tomb.
as we travel with Jesus towards
Jerusalem and all it holds – we can She did not realise
feel the growing tension and sense how everything
the encroaching darkness. Even the had already
‘Hosannas’ of Palm Sunday can changed. She did not appreciate that
her life would never be the same again.
seem somewhat subdued, as we
discern the shadow of the Cross She could not know that death had
falling over the superficially joyful been defeated and victory had been
scenes of Jesus’ entry into the city. declared. The greatest and most
The darkness deepens as our Lord transformative event in all of history
had occurred, but she knew it not!
shares his Last Supper with his
disciples, as he prays in anguish, is
betrayed and arrested, deserted and Sometimes, even although we affirm
denied, tried and condemned, and faith in a God who is working out his
plans, fulfilling his purposes, and
then sentenced and crucified.
acting on his promises, we can remain
After all of that, it is no wonder that in confusion and doubt, unaware of
we greet the dawning of Easter Day what he is doing or has done, but
with joy and delight as we sing our which we do not yet discern.
Alleluias and proclaim that ‘The
Let us keep faith and be joyful,
Lord is Risen’!
knowing that God is with us, God is at
Too easily we can forget that on the work, God is victorious, and God’s
first Easter Sunday, dawn was not purposes will finally prevail.
greeted with Alleluias. The early
morning procession to the tomb was Hallelujah!
not that of a gathering of
worshippers to sing praises to the
‘Risen, Conquering Son’, but was in Your friend,
fact a procession of mourners,
gathering to pay their last respects. David Denniston
Interim Minister
The sight of the Empty Tomb was 07903 926727
not initially cause for celebration,
but for still more grief, mingled
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we were in lockdown and could not
take things forward as we had hoped
‘So Long, Farewell,
or intended. Nonetheless, when the
Auf Wiedersehen, Adieu’
TSG returned to meet with us a week
Well, it is certainly farewell from me or two back to review the process and
to you as your Interim Minister as I consider what progress had been
head off to the green pastures of
made, they were very impressed by
retirement…
the sense that the congregation were
very positive and hopeful.
Interim Moderator
…however, I will be continuing as
your Interim Moderator which means A full copy of the final report will be
I will be moderating Kirk Session available for anyone who wishes to
meetings and will be continuing to have a copy. Among the conclusions
have a light ‘touch on the tiller’ as we are these:
a huge amount has been
proceed through the forthcoming 
achieved in a relatively short
Presbytery Plan procedure. And I will
space of time in extremely
– as Interim Moderator – have certain
challenging situations that could
other ‘behind the scenes’
not have been foreseen at the
responsibilities to carry out. However,
beginning of the interim
(aside from one planned Sunday) I
ministry period
will not have any responsibility for

there has been a distinct shift to
conduct of Sunday worship or
dwell more in the present than in
pastoral care etc.
the past
Locum

The TSG certainly found the
The Kirk Session have approved the
congregation to be in good
appointment of a locum, and the
heart.
person who has agreed to be Locum
Presbytery Plan
for the first three months of the
As I have indicated, one of the reasons
vacancy beginning 1st May is Rev
I have agreed to stay on as Interim
Morris Dutch who is well known to
Moderator is in order that I can help
the congregation and has been locum
you through the Presbytery Planning
here before. We are delighted that
Process until it is completed and its
from May to July, Morris is coming to
implications for this congregation
us and look forward to welcoming
become clear.
him.
At the time of writing this, things are
Transitional Support Group (TSG) at quite an uncertain stage and that
A ‘TSG’ is set up for every Interim uncertainty is causing a good deal of
Ministry placement and ours met with anxiety in many congregations, as you
us in February of 2020 to help us might expect. However, at this time
agree our aims and objectives for the everything remains exploratory and
period of Interim Ministry. Of course, provisional, and while conversations
within a very few weeks thereafter, between congregations are ongoing,

Interim Minster Report
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If you are in the habit of using that
no outcomes have yet been reached
and so there is little to report to you at email address to contact me, please do
not use it once I retire. Instead, please
this moment.
contact me at dennisCongregational Governance
ton.david@gmail.com . So do please
For what seems like the longest of
update your records! But my mobile
times(!) the Kirk Session have been
addressing issues of how we run our phone number remains unchanged
(07903 926727) for calls, text
congregation and how the Kirk
Session operates etc. This has resulted messages, WhatsApp etc.
in a reshaping of the areas of work
and who is responsible for these, and Thank you
And, while I will have other
following the April Kirk Session
meeting we will be able to report (in opportunities in days to come, I would
the next Magazine) the various areas like to take this chance to say a huge
thank you to you all for these past two
of work and who the contact people
and a half years when I have so enjoyed
are for these.
being with you and working with you. I
However, this review of Governance am impressed by all that you do and all
has also led to two new key you have achieved. QPG is a most
appointments:
resourceful and resilient congregation.
Whatever the future holds I believe that
Malcolm Leitch has been appointed you will be well equipped to deal with
by the Kirk Session to the position of that and respond to the challenges
Depute Session Clerk and will work ahead, not simply because of the many
alongside Jo in assisting in the resources that you have and bring, but
clerking of Session meetings and because of the infinite spiritual
administrative
matters
etc. resources available to us in our God’s
Lynn Flower has been appointed by generous providing.
the Kirk Session as Church
Manager to coordinate and facilitate And I am grateful to God for the
the use, development, and care of our unexpected blessing of ending my
building and its place the mission of Ministry (at least in terms of full-time
the congregation. In truth, this is paid Ministry!) in the place where it all
largely simply a recognition of the began all these many years ago. Who
work that Lynn has already been would have imagined that I would
undertaking.
return to the very place where my faith
We welcome Lynn and Malcolm to was nurtured, amongst some of the
these posts and do please pray for people who were instrumental in
them. Watch out in next month’s helping that faith to grow, and be able
magazine for further updates.
to walk with you through a time of
transition and preparation for the
future? All very unexpected, very
Keeping in Touch
When I retire, my Church of Scotland strange and most definitely very
David Denniston
email address is immediately deleted! wonderful.

David’s Retirement
Dear All,
As you all
know by now
our Interim
Minister is
retiring. His
last Sunday
with us will be
on Sunday 17th
April, which happens to be Easter
Sunday.
We cannot, however, allow him to
slip away without an opportunity to
say farewell. As well as a
presentation on that Sunday, it is
proposed to have a three course meal
with wine followed by an evening of
entertainment including a magician,
the next evening, on Monday the 18th
April, starting at 5.00p.m.
There are still a few places left for
this evening but you’ll have to be
quick. A menu is available as an
insert to the magazine and people are
also asked to indicate their meal
choices and return this to Lynn
Flower as soon as possible. There is
no charge for the meal but because of
space restrictions only those who
have returned their meal choice will
be able to attend, i.e. you cannot just
turn up and hope to get in!

Forthcoming Services
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3rd April Lent 5 ‘Lavish Love’
John 12: 1-8
10th April ‘Palms and Passion’
Luke 19: 28-40/Luke 23: 26-33
All Age Service and the
Sacrament of Baptism
13thApril (7pm) Holy Week Choir
Service
14th April (7pm) Maundy Thursday
‘Servant & Sacrifice’ John 13 :
1 - 17, & 31b – 35
15th April (12.00) Good Friday
‘Crucified, dead & buried’John 19: 1-30
17th April EASTER SUNDAY
He is not here!’ Luke 24: 1-12
24th April Service led by a
Congregational Worship Team
1st May

Service led by Rev
Morris Dutch

The services are live-cast on YouTube,
Facebook and the congregational
webpage for those who cannot or choose
not to attend at this stage. A recording
of the service will thereafter remain
available online and be accessible via
the phone number 0141 473 6899.

DON’T FORGET
The Session Clerk’s walk through
Kintyre starts on Saturday 2nd
April. He promises to stop
blogging about this if we sponsor
him—in an envelope on the
offering plate or through https://
www.gofundme.com/kintyre-waychallenge. Please help to shut him
up and help Christian Aid at the
same time.
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Hello everyone
This month has been a
great one for
connecting with
people in person more
so than previous
months which has been a joy!

purpose-fit space and I really look
forward to all they’ll be able to do in
that place.

Many of these conversations have just
so happened to come round to
discussion of prayer and prayer groups/
opportunities and so I’m very hopeful
that this could lead to further
I got to go along to our joint prayer
opportunities for local, community
breakfast at Clintcarthill with people
prayer activities jointly with our
from their congregation, QPG and the neighbours, alongside our existing
United Free Church. It was wonderful prayer breakfast. If you’re particularly
to spend time praying for both our
passionate about prayer ministry,
global family in Christ, and also for
please let me know so I can connect in
our local communities and their
with you, work alongside you and keep
leaders. It is also a good opportunity to you connected to these potential
get to know others from local churches opportunities.
and hear about what they’re doing.
I had further opportunity to connect
The prayer breakfast runs from 8:30,
with our neighbours down at Langside
and the next one will be in our very
Church/Finn’s Place, and also at The
own QPG church, so I would highly
Space, but unfortunately all this being
encourage folks to come along to the
out-and-about means as I write this I
next one (date tbc) - it’s a lovely time am hunkered down at home with covid,
together!
and have postponed these meetings
I’ve also had the chance to meet with until I am fit, able and allowed to take
them up.
Maria, the Community Outreach
worker to the Slovakian and Czech
As ever, if anyone at any point wants to
community to Govanhill at the Free
have a coffee and a chat, on zoom or in
Church. It was great to hear about the person, please just get in touch - I can
ways they’re connecting with the
be reached at:
community, and they’re aims going
amcelhinney@churchofscotland.org.uk
forward as restrictions continue to
Or can be found in and around the
ease. I’m looking forward to the
church regularly on Tuesdays at the
opportunities that can come from our Lunch Stop, or Thursdays at the
growing connection and relationship
foodbank!
- Amy
with this local church that has a real
heart for the community.
I have connected in again with our
friends over at the Well, hearing more
about their current work and future
hopes, especially as they continue their
journey into a bigger and more

Thank you very much to my
Church family for all the cards, calls,
prayers and beautiful flowers I
received after my recent time in
hospital.
Wendy Bradley
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Who’s Who?
There are a large number of groups we welcome to our buildings every week and
who appreciate our beautiful facilities.
Part of our outreach to the parish is ensuring that all groups and their members feel
welcomed and a valued part of our community here. Building relationships is
crucial to our mission and witness as a congregation and so a little information
about each of the groups is provided below.

Mondays
Alcoholics Anonymous – The Park group meet in the Welcome Hall every
Monday evening. The group is very busy and one of the largest in the southside.
Hard of Hearing Club meet alternate Monday afternoons and are part of John
Ross Memorial Church.
Kettlebells
Robert, who runs the Kettlebells Fitness Club on Mondays and
Wednesdays stays in Queen’s Drive and as well as running his own club has been a
huge asset to the Church Holiday Club offering coaching to the children.

Tuesdays
Colourstrings Suzanne, who runs the Colourstrings class on Tuesdays in the
Gateway Hall, introduces pre school children to the world of music in a fun,
engaging and structured way, exploring music through songs, games, rhymes and
movement using props, percussion, puppets and experiencing live musical
instruments.
Krav Maga Jesse, who runs Krav Maga is also local and passes the church every
day keeping a watchful eye on our security. Krav Maga is a reality based Self
Defence class which is non competitive.
Game of Stones aims to conduct high quality applied research that enables health
professionals to make a difference to the lives of men in Govanhill through a
weight loss programme. Our workers are Claire and Kathryn and they use the
lounge on Tuesdays and Thursdays.

Wednesdays
Elevate Fitness Ewen, who runs Elevate Fitness is also local and he uses our
premises on Wednesday and Friday mornings and evenings for his boot camp
fitness classes. He has also been a great asset to the holiday club providing
coaching sessions for children. He can also regularly be seen in Queen’s Park
running his “boot camps.”
Unity Sisters. Unity Sisters is a self-organised support group for asylum-seeking
women and refugees. They are a group of women who have all experienced the
process of going through the immigration system, and they aim to support women
who’ve shared those same experiences. They spend three sessions a month in the
Welcome Hall and the fourth in the Gateway hall where they enjoy lunch provided
by the Milk Café, crochet, knit and chat !

Thursdays
Old Folks Deaf Club meet in the Welcome Hall on Thursdays during the day. A
large group who are gathered from all over the city, they enjoy some games, have
lunch and just socialise with each other. Some, but not all are members of John
Ross Memorial Church.
Govanhill Voices who are a local singing group were founded in 2012. They meet
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in our Gateway Hall at 7.15 on Thursdays for about 2 hours with a break in the
middle for tea, biscuits and catching up. Open to everyone!

Fridays
Quoir meet on Friday evenings and are a fully-inclusive choir for all members of the
community. They meet in the Welcome Hall at 7.30p.m.
Victoria Atkinson is a soprano teacher who has pupils in the Welcome Hall on
Fridays during the day.
Janos runs Ando Glaso, a Roma dancing and music group who meet on Fridays in
the Lilac Room and sometimes on Saturdays too.
As well as our regular weekly bookings we have a large number of more
occasional users.
The Royal Conservatoire of Scotland, formerly the Royal Scottish Academy of
Music and Drama is a conservatoire of dance, drama, music, production, and film and
they often use our premises as additional rehearsal space. On the back of this, Gary
their tutor, often uses our premises for rehearsals for his own company 21 Common.
Company of Wolves is a laboratory theatre company based in Glasgow. Formed by
Pollokshields couple, Ewan Downie and Anna Porubcansky ,they often use our
premises for rehearsal either individually or together.
Smith and Smith Theatre Katie and Emma form this young theatre company and
can often be found rehearsing in the Lilac Room.
Poppins Nursery as well as providing the security of emergency accommodation to
our neighbouring nursery we also provide a venue for special events, Christmas and s
ummer concerts and events for parents.
Strathbungo Society use our premises for their fundraising events and for their AGM.
Niddrie Road Redevelopment The tenement retrofit concerning eight single bed flats
in one traditional tenement in Niddrie Road, has attracted lots of publicity in the press
and the public meetings about this project have been in our Welcome Hall and
sanctuary.
Old Glasgow Club hosts regular talks and occasional events for people interested in
Glasgow, its environs, its history and its people. They have had the occasional open
meeting in our Welcome Hall and their committee have been using the Welcome Hall
for their meetings in recent months.
Govanhill Living Rent Group The Govanhill branch was established in June 2020
in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic to organise to improve the rights of tenants in
both the private and social sector. Our link for this group Is Cameron Beattie. They
meet in our Lilac Room once or twice a month.
Hampden Bowling Club Unfortunately Hampden Bowling Club, at Kingsley
Avenue, have lost the use of their club house due to damage so have been using the
Welcome Hall and /or the Lilac Room for their planning meetings as they seek the
best way forward for the club.
Occasion Theatre for young learning, disabled adults are meeting in our church for
rehearsals.
There also continues to be many opportunities for outreach as requests for ‘one
off lets’ come in daily.
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“Daily

Bread” NOTES: APRIL

The pioneer of our faith

God’s love and God’s pain

Fri 1
Sat 2
Sun 3

Matthew 25: 14-30
Matthew 25:31-46
Psalm 40

Sat 16
Sun 17
Mon 18

Matthew 27:57-66
Matthew 28:1-10
Matthew 28:11-20

Mon 4
Tue 5

Matthew 26:1-16
Matthew 26:17-25

Tue 19
Wed 20

Jeremiah 1:1-19
Jeremiah 2:1-19

Wed 6
Thur 7

Matthew 26:26-35
Matthew 26:36-46

Thur 21
Fr 22

Jeremiah 3:6-25
Jeremiah 4:5-26

Fri 8
Sat 9

Matthew 26:47-56
Matthew 26:57-68

Sat 23
Sun 24

Jeremiah 5:1-19
Psalms 42,43

Sun 10
Mon 11

Psalm 41
Matthew 26:69-75

Mon 25
Tue 26

Jeremiah 6:16-30
Jeremiah 7:1-29

Tue 12
Wed 13
Thur 14
Fri 15

Matthew 27:1-10
Matthew 27:11-26
Matthew 27:27-44
Matthew 27:45-56

Wed 27
Thur 28
Fri 29
Sat 30

Jeremiah 7:30-8:7
Jeremiah 8:20-9:11
Jeremiah 10:1-25
Jeremiah 11:1-23

WAY IN….Jeremiah 1-11
Jeremiah lived and worked in one of the most turbulent periods in
Jewish history. His prophesies cover the reigns of the last 5 kings of
Judah down to the fall of Jerusalem. The northern kingdom of Israel had
already
fallen as a result of turning away from God but, in the South, Judah had
failed to learn the lessons. They worshipped local gods and oppression,
injustice and a refusal to live by God’s law were everywhere. The thrust
of Jeremiah’s message is that unless there is a return to God disaster will
fall at the hands of an invader.
Jeremiah’s message was not a popular one. Our world is very different
but we still asset our independence and reject God. God, as he did
through Jeremiah, still calls in grace for people to come back.
By John Grayson (adapted)
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CRECHE

PRAYER

And the curtain of the temple was
torn from top to bottom
And the angel said to the women
Do not be afraid
He is not here ,He has risen
So the women hurried from the
tomb
Afraid but full of joy
Love is come again
3rd Apr
B. Roberts A. Gardiner
th
10 Apr M. Borland M. Coubrough Like wheat that springeth green
17th Apr F. McCall F. Campbell

Pray on for Ukraine for
24th Apr B. Roberts A. Gardiner
peace especially pray for the
st
1 May M. Borland M. Coubrough
children who have had so
much taken from them
Club 170

Refugees will be given
welcome and love

The persecuted church
Quite incredible to think that the club
worldwide
th
is rapidly approaching its 20
Muriel Pearson sent by the
Anniversary!!! – more of that in the 
church of Scotland is now
May issue.
associate minister in St
Andrew’s Jerusalem
Visitor numbers have dropped from

Pray for her and all the
pre-pandemic days and, of course,
people she meets that Israelis
during that time we offered a
and Palestinians will grow in
take-away service.
their understanding of each
other
Low numbers or not, the same amount

For all of to trust and look to
of preparation is required and we are
God for His guiding Spirit in
grateful to the faithful teams operating
all things
the three-week rota.
We are delighted that Creche facilities
are available again on a Sunday
morning and are ready to welcome any
little ones to the Creche room during
the morning services.
Thanks to those taking duty and this is
the rota for this month.

Speaking of the rota, we would be
delighted if anyone would like to join
with us even on an ad hoc basis. Just a
few more people would make all the
difference ………..
As always we give thanks for support
in the form of food, money and time.

STAMPS
I have just posted off another
packet of stamps Thank you all.
And have information that
proceeds from sale will go to
funding a full time minister in
Lebanon.
Lexa
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Hearts for Ukraine
Over the last number of weeks, we have all been listening to, and watching with
horror, the happenings in Ukraine. It leaves us with such a mix of emotions but
chiefly inadequacy as to what we can do to help the innocent population of
Ukraine.
Many of us have given, and will continue to give, to the various relief funds but
would like to do something practical.
We felt that our church should have something on the notice board to give
passers by a moment of thought and a bit of hope. From this came an idea to knit
hearts for Ukraine (in the national colours) Patterns and wool were offered to the
congregation and within a couple of days a good number of hearts were brought
back to the box in the Welcome Hall by willing knitters.
The idea being to place a few at a time in a pocket on the church railings offering
the community the opportunity to tie on a heart for Ukraine. At the time of
writing the railings are filling up. (see back page)
Little bags containing a prayer for Ukraine, a pattern and small balls of wool
have been left for organisations using our halls so that, if they choose, they can
join with us in this venture.
If you haven't already taken up the needles you will find some sense of
supporting in spirit by doing so.

A prayer for Ukraine
Loving God,
We pray for the people of Ukraine,
for all those suffering or afraid,
that you will be close to them and protect them.
We pray for the world
that in this moment of crisis,
we may reach out in solidarity
to our brothers and sisters in need.
Amen
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CHURCH GIVINGS VIA WFO
LHM UPDATE
" During the various lockdowns we
have endured over the past two years,
the Congregation, while unable to
attend Church in person, were most
faithful in their weekly / monthly
givings via WFO envelopes and
monthly standing orders.
Surprisingly as we emerge from
Covid restrictions our income from
this source has started to decline.

LHM is in the midst of its Lenten
reflection upon the Wilderness, a
recommitment as Pilgrims and
Strangers on The Way. The day
centre is experiencing an increase in
visitors and in the excitement of
voices and activity the need for
solitude is recognised.

LHM is seeking a team of new
volunteers to join the chaplaincy
work, providing a quiet prayer space
While it is appreciated that the cost of and willing to offer skilled listening.
All training will be given,
living is rising sharply I would ask
enthusiasm for mission and openness
that members who have perhaps
to others are essential, to join a rota
fallen away from the discipline of
of weekly sessions of up to 2 hours.
weekly envelopes consider either
re-instating their weekly givings AT Is God calling you to a season of
THE PREVIOUS LEVEL or taking listening and prayer? Are you being
out a more convenient monthly
led to a community who hunger for
standing order. I am happy to discuss Hope? Who struggle to make
setting up a Bank Standing Order and meaning or sense of their
can be contacted on Tel: 571 9069,
experiences? Are you willing to help
Mobile: 07504 437661,
others explore a conversation with
email: bigalwatt@ntlworld.com.
God through prayer? Get in touch
with the chaplain, Claire Herbert;
Every penny given to the Church
cherbert@churchofscotland.org.uk
helps in spreading God's Word in the
local parish and beyond. I thank you
all for your continuing financial
support of QPG Church "
God's Blessings
ALAN J WATT

Thank-you everyone at QPG for
the beautiful flowers I've received,
after my resignation from both
Presbytery Elder and Safeguarding
Coordinator. Both most
interesting roles our Church has, I
have enjoyed each one.
Brenda McGinnigle
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APRIL 2022
Unnoticed joy
The Very Rev Albert Bogle reflects on the hidden moments of the
Resurrection.

‘Who guards the guards?’
In his final column during his year of office, the Moderator pays tribute to the
work of chaplains.
“I knew that I couldn’t not follow Jesus”
Jackie Macadam meets artist Iain Campbell and learns about his work and
faith.

Marks of Mission: Loving service
In our series looking at the Five Marks of
Mission, Thomas Baldwin considers the third: to respond to human need by
loving service

Forgiving others
In the sixth part of a series looking at the Lord’s
Prayer (Matthew 6: 9-13),
David Searle considers forgiveness.

“Love, grace and transformation”
As Holy Week approaches, the Very Rev Dr John Chalmers explains why
Jesus is an archetype.
All this, and reviews, crosswords, youth column, bible study, church
registers and much more. News from the church – national and world
wide.

EASTER OFFER
Print: 12 issues for the price of 10 offer price £30 - enter promotion code
EAST22 to receive £6 discount. UK delivery address & new subscribers only.
Digital: 12 issues for £14.99 (normally £20.99) no code required – simply
select the introductory offer option. Anyone wishing to take advantage of the
savings should visit the Life and Work website www.lifeandwork.org/
subscribe. The offer is valid until 30.04.22.
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INTIMATIONS
1.

Cases of illness or urgent pastoral need should be
intimated without delay to the Minister.

2.

Any person who would like to become a communicant
member of the church should speak to the Minister.

3.

The final date for submitting articles for the May
Magazine is Sunday 24th April

TREASURER’S REPORT TO 31ST MAR 2022
Open Plate
Freewill Offerings
Gift Aid Freewill Offerings
Total
Average per Sunday (13 weeks)

£
67
£ 2,109
£ 14,456
£ 16,632
£ 1,279

OTHER INCOME IN MARCH

Donations to Barnabas (EPAP Appeal Zimbabwe) £150
Donation to Ukraine
£50
Legacy (Lettie Wood)
£1,000
M. Borland, Treasurer

Church Bank Account
Bank of Scotland, Victoria Rd
80 - 15 - 59 00404900

GENERAL FABRIC FUND
Balance at 1/1/22
£13,162
Income
£ 1,039
£14,201
Expenditure
£ 4,150
Balance at 31/3/22
£10,051
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