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From our Interim Minister
Dear friends,
‘Jesus Christ is the same,
yesterday, today, and for
ever’ (Hebrews 13: 8)
I wish you all a very happy and
hopeful New Year!

the programme
of delivering
booster
jags
and, (as I write
this), the more
recent
indications that
the
Omicron
variant may be
causing
less
severe infections.
So, there is cause for hope!
Much actually has changed. That said,
we cannot be certain what this year
will hold, and that is true with regard
to COVID as it is for all other things
too. Things will change in so many
ways, of that there is no doubt. Things
will change in our own lives, as things
will change in the world around us.
There will certainly be changes ahead
for our congregation as the period of
Interim Ministry comes to an end in
April and Queens Park Govanhill will
enter into a period of actual vacancy,
while – at the same time – the
Presbytery continues its essential work
of redefining the Presbytery Plan. Until
the completion of that process we will
not know the precise details of what
the future holds for the congregation,
and so will be unable to immediately
proceed to search for a Minister.

Last year, in the church magazine, I
wrote in my letter to you:
As we are all well aware, we
enter 2021 in very unusual
and difficult circumstances.
We hope that the relief we
felt just a few weeks ago
when we welcomed the news
of a successful vaccine and
the beginning of the
vaccination programme will
prove to be well-founded in
the weeks to come. But,
sadly, that good news was
rather swiftly followed by
the bad news of rapidly
rising infections, a
drastically curtailed
Christmas and new
restrictions under Level
Four requirements.
With only a very few changes, I
could have written the very same
this year, for as we enter 2022, we
are aware that the increased signs of
hope we were seeing and the hope
we were feeling were somewhat
compromised by the emergence of Change there will be in 2022, and just
what that change will be we cannot
the Omicron variant.
tell.
However, while it may feel that
little has changed in a year, in fact a But one thing has not changed, will not
change cannot change.
great deal has changed and the
ongoing roll out of the vaccination, Our Lord Jesus Christ does not change.
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His promises and purposes and presence
are constant and unchanging. As the
hymn says;
‘Change and decay in all
around I see,
O Thou who changest not,
Abide with me’
As the writer to the Hebrews puts it
‘Jesus Christ is the same, yesterday,
today, and for ever’.

the service will thereafter remain
available online and be accessible via the
phone number 0141 473 6899.

COFFEE AND CHAT
Our series of ‘Coffee and Chat’ events
continues after a break this month
(January). These will take place on
Saturday mornings from 10.30am
until 12.30pm.

He will be with us as we journey through
the changes and uncertainties that lie These informal coffee and tea times
ahead. He will be constant and present.
will allow us the opportunity to
May God bless you in 2022, and may we
all take heart from knowing that the one
whose love does not change, goes with us
on the way.
Your friend,
David Denniston, Interim Minister
DDenniston@churchofscotland.org.uk
07903 926727

Forthcoming Services
nd

2 January

Preacher: Revd Iain Reid

9th January

Preacher: Revd Iain Reid

discuss some of the issues that we
have to address as a congregation in
this Interim Ministry period and as we
look to the future.
These are more than simply times for
a cuppa and fellowship, but are times
when we can help to consider and
shape our future mission and life as a
congregation.
Saturday 5th February (10.30 to
12.30)
The Shape of Worship

Saturday 5th March (10.30 to
12.30)
The Challenge of the
16th January
COMMUNION
Future
‘Water into Wine’ John 2: 1-11
The plan is that, in a relaxed
rd
atmosphere, we can enjoy coffee and
23 January
‘Jesus’ Manifesto’
tea, some fellowship and informally
Luke 4: 14-21
chat about these topics. There is
30th January
‘Reaching out to heal’ neither need nor expectation that folks
Luke 4: 21-30
stay the whole time! Come when you
can and leave when you must; the
6th February
‘From Fishing to
conversations will be ongoing.
Following’Luke 5: 1-11

The services are live-cast on YouTube,
Facebook and the congregational
webpage for those who cannot or choose
not to attend at this stage. A recording of
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may have now ‘run its course’ and
that fewer folks are accessing this, it is
being suggested that we might stop the
As you will be aware, when the
Weekly Thought as of the end of
pandemic first hit us and we were put January.
into lockdown, we made some efforts
to keep in touch with the members of However, we do not wish to take this
the congregation and to encourage
step if we know that several
folks through difficult days. Amongst congregational members are still
the steps taken was to initiate a daily valuing and benefitting from the
‘Thought for the Day’ which was
Weekly Thought. And so, if you are
made available by email, on the
someone who would like to see these
website, and by our dedicated
‘thoughts’ continue, then please
telephone line. I also know that some indicate this before the end of the
folks printed these thoughts to allow month.
those without access to the internet to
Should there be a reasonable number of
read them.
people saying that they are still
appreciating the Weekly Thought then
Several of our members became
they will indeed continue and the wee
involved in preparing these daily
team who prepare them will gladly
thoughts and I am very grateful
continue so to do. If however, as we
indeed to them, as I know
suspect, no-one (or only a very few)
congregational members are too.
people are still finding these useful then
we will discontinue these at the end of
As we began to emerge from the
restrictions on our gathering together, the month.
the decision was made to move from
daily thoughts to a weekly thought.
This followed the consultation that
took place with the congregation last
year which included an indication that
this step was the favoured option at
that stage.

Thought for the Week

Notwithstanding the present
emergence of the Omicron variant, it
seems likely that our gradual
emergence from restrictions will
continue in 2022 and that it is
unlikely that we will re-enter a time
of prolonged lockdown.

You can make your views known by
emailing me DDenniston@churchofscotland.org.uk) by
phoning or texting me (07903 926727)
or by leaving or sending a wee note to
me at the church.

In the light of that, and with recent
indications that the Weekly Thought

David Denniston
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PRAYER

During January pray for:

People in places where there
In chapter 2 of Luke, we read of
have been natural disasters,
the shepherds being told of a
floods, drought, tornados etc.
great joy come to all people.They 
People in places of war,
persecution, in refugee camps
respond by going to Bethlehem.

For all aid agencies trying to
So they hurried off and found
alleviate the problems
Mary and Joseph and the baby.

Give thanks for the Covid
vaccine. May it be available in
When they had seen Him they
every corner of the world.
spread the word concerning what
Mary with trust and faith accepted
had been told about the child.
the challenge of being the mother of
And all who heard were amazed Jesus, with the same trust and faith.
at what the shepherds had told
May we at QPG accept the
them.
challenges of 2022 knowing that as
The shepherds didn’t keep the
we seek His will and Guidance He
hears and answers
good news to themselves.

In my first few years as Session Clerk at
the Stated Annual Meeting I tried to
report on what we had done in the year
Welcome to 2022 with QPG. Whilst we
past and what we planned for the year to
may have a distinct sense of Deja vu, or
come. Now all I can confirm is that
even that we are stuck in Groundhog Day
whatever is to happen in the coming year
as we begin a new year of uncertainty and
it will undoubtedly be unexpected, and
restrictions due to the ongoing pandemic,
full of opportunities and challenges.
this will all pass.

Happy New Year

As the New Year begins we know that
our period in Interim Ministry will draw
to a close at Easter. Hopefully we will
have the opportunity to gather as a
congregation to show our appreciation of
all that David has done since he arrived in
October 2019. I am sure he arrived with a
plan based on his years of experience as
an Interim Minister elsewhere; with a
clear idea of what was needed and how it
could be achieved. Like so much over the
last few years much of what was intended
and planned was interrupted, disrupted
and had to be discarded due to the
pandemic. Nevertheless I am sure we all
greatly appreciate his guidance and
ministry and hopefully will get the
opportunity to say so as we bid him
farewell as he moves into retirement and
experiences the joys of being a
grandfather amidst the next part of his
Christian witness.
At QPG we have become accustomed to
uncertainty and facing challenges and
opportunities that have been thrust on us;
and we can expect more this year. There
will be significant effects as the Wider
Church reforms itself and how it operates,
not least the uncertainty of the future
shape of any ministry which, will not be
clear until the Presbytery Plan is
implemented towards the end of the year
or into 2023. In the interim we do know
that the Mission of making the kingdom
of God known to all remains the same
and we can continue to work to this end.

Talking of challenges and opportunities I
have decided to combine a challenge I
have long considered with an opportunity
hopefully to raise funds for Christian Aid
and other charities. As I turn 69 and begin
my 70th Year I intend to give thanks for a
lifetime of remarkable good health by
tackling a solo walk of the Kintyre Way.
Pandemic restrictions allowing I hope to
make the walk in the first week of April
in time to be back in QPG for Palm
Sunday.

I have the sturdy walking boots, trusty
walking poles and waterproofs. I will
shortly have maps of the route. The path
runs from Tarbert at the north end of
Kintyre to Machrihanish via Southend
near the Mull of Kintyre, in total a
distance of almost exactly 100 miles.
As others have said we may not know
what the future holds but we know who
holds the future and can trust him
completely. By the end of the year his
plan will be a year closer to fulfilment.
JOG
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CHURCH FINANCE
Offering Envelopes
Now that we are back at church
regularly—at least for the momentwe have reverted to weekly freewill
offering envelopes from January
2022 and sets are now available
from the vestibule. Please collect
them from there if you have not
already done so.
Can we please ask District Elders
to deliver any outstanding sets early
in January. Thank you.

have donated to it.
58 members of the congregation
have gift aided their contributions
this year and we have been able to
claim £15,963 from the Chancellor
of the Exchequer. If you pay tax
and would like to join please let the
Finance Team know.

Audit of Organisations’
Accounts

There will be little activity in the
accounts of most Organisations,
So, as per 2020, we expect very
little
to inspect in 2021.
Standing Orders
Can treasurers of organisations
The number of members using
bank standing orders to contribute please prepare your accounts at
financially has almost doubled since the year end as usual and send
details of opening balance, income
the first lockdown started. This is
received, expenditure made and
an excellent method of giving
balance at 31st December 2021 by
because it means that our Church
the 16th January at the latest
Treasurer, Margaret Borland,
knows how much is coming in each please.
month—over £4,000 at the moment
by standing order—to pay the bills Our Financial Situation
which keep coming in even if we are Despite lockdown, we have a large
not using all our premises regularly. number of bills to pay. We have
done our best to reduce these to a
If you would like to join it’s a simminimum.
ple process. Either do it through
The amount you donated for
internet banking or fill in a few
details on a printed form and hand National Gift Day was phenomenal
in to your bank. Either way, let the and without the commitment and
Finance Team know and we’ll give generosity of so many of you our
members our financial situation
you any help you need.
would not be so solid.

Gift Aid

A big thank you to you all. Have a
If you pay tax at all on your wages, peaceful and safe 2022.
salary, pension, investments, then
you can add 25% to your givings to
the church by filling in a gift aid
form. Simple as that. The church
can then claim back the tax you
paid on the part of your income you
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HOW OTHER CHRISTIANS HAVE TO LIVE
The vicar of a church carried a wooden
cross down the aisle of his church on
Easter Sunday in 2021 and, following a
complaint, is facing the sack for not
following strict Covid Regulations.
Where was this? Dorset in England

means she is under constant threat of
death.
Where was this? Speaker’s
Corner, London, England.

27 church ministers protested against
the criminalising of in-person
A Christian volunteer was fined £60 by worship in churches because of
police for telling homeless people
Covid. Their legal challenge was
where they could get food during
upheld by the courts who declared
lockdown and for preaching from the
that the decision to ban and
Bible.
criminalise gathered church worship
Where was this? Taunton, Somerset, was unconstitutional and
England.
disproportionate by the devolved
government.
A school chaplain of a Christian school Where was this? Scotland
was sacked after delivering a sermon
which encouraged personal reflection The parents of a young boy were
unable to look after him and his
and respectful debate on identity
Christian Grandmother applied to
ideologies. He was suspended,
reported to the government’s watchdog adopt him but was turned down by
the local council because she was too
and finally sacked.
committed to her church, used
Where was this? Trent College,
religious language and relied on
Cambridge, England.
God’s providence to help her and not
enough on practical matters to be a fit
A talented young actress had a major
carer.
role in a musical based on Alison
Where was this? England
Walker’s novel, The Colour Purple
until she expressed her Christian view
It’s not just in far off parts of the
of human sexuality. She was
“cancelled” by the theatre, dropped by world that Christians are under attack.
her agent and had a brutal character
As you can see from these examples
assassination PR campaign against her. on this page, we are under determined
Where was this? London, England. and specific hostile aggression in the
UK for daring to profess our
Hatun Tash, an ex Muslim who
convictions.
converted to Christianity and is now a
As we enter 2022, please pray for all
Christian preacher who regularly
our brothers and sisters wherever they
critiques and debates the Qur'an was
talking to a member of the public when might be for the suffering and
she was brutally attacked and stabbed. persecution they are experiencing.
Converting to Christianity from Islam Your prayers do make a difference.
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Daily Bread” NOTES: JANUARY

Dancing in the dark

Pilgrims on the way

Sat 1
Sun 2
Mon 3

Matthew 19:1-12
Psalm 27
Matthew 19:13-15

Mon 17
Tue 18
Wed 19

Matthew 22:23-33
Matthew 22:34-46
Matthew 19:23:1-12

Tue 4
Wed 5

Matthew 19:16-30
Matthew 20:1-16

Thur 20
Fri 21

Matthew 23:13-39
Numbers 3:1-16

Thur 6
Fri 7

Matthew 20:17-28
Matthew 20:29-34

Sat 22
Sun 23

Numbers 4:1-28
Psalm 30

Sat 8

Matthew 21:1-11

Mon 24

Numbers 5:1-31

Sun 9
Mon 10
Tue 11
Wed 12

Psalm 28
Matthew 21:12-22
Matthew 21:23-27
Matthew 21:28-32

Tue 25
Wed 26
Thur 27
Fri 28

Numbers 6:1-21
Numbers 6:22-7:11
Number 7:89-8-26
Numbers 9:1-23

Thur 13
Fri 14
Sat 15
Sun 16

Matthew 21:33-46
Matthew 22:1-14
Matthew 22:15-22
Psalm 29

Sat 29
Sun 30
Mon 31

Numbers 10:1-13, 33-36
Psalm 31
Numbers 11:1-35

WAY IN….to Numbers 3-12
Numbers comes at a pivotal point in the story of God’s people. God has
rescued them from slavery in Egypt. They have arrived at Mount Sinai
and God has provided for their physical and spiritual needs.
In Numbers the pilgrims finally get ready for their journey into Canaan.
We read of their preparations for departure, their setting out on the way,
the challenges and setbacks that face them and finally their arrival in
Moab with the promised land in sight. Along the way the people learn
lessons about holy living, the importance of leadership, the dangers of
temptation and how God is ever gracious and faithful to his promises.
By Richard Trist (adapted)

11

SUPPORT GROUP
The Support Group for victims of
torture and persecution had
planned on meeting on Monday
24th January. However, new
covid rules have scuppered that
meantime.
Unfortunately, the threat to our
Christian brothers and sisters who
are suffering all over the world is
never-ending.
Even if we cannot meet,
information of those to pray for or
write letters to is available from
Mark Edwards
markedwards5211@gmail.com

Club 170
This month we have been
so pleased to be able to
invite our visitors in to the
warmth of the Gateway
Hall.
Before this could happen, Betty
completed various forms and ordered
individual sachets of items which,
prior to the pandemic would have
been shared at the table.
With this, and social distancing in
place we have returned to the tried and
trusted menu – soup, roll and sausage
(veggie option) sandwiches, cakes and
fruit with tea/coffee.
On Sunday the 19th, each visitor was
happy to leave with a Christmas gift
bag with socks, hat, gloves, toiletries
and of course chocolate along with 2
vouchers for meals at the local chip

shop during the 2 weeks we are
closed
It was so good to be able to have
the opportunity to share some
Christmas joy with those who
came along.
Thanks as always to everyone who
made this possible and who have
helped to keep the club running
during these difficult times.
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ZIMBABWE CHILDREN
You may remember that at this time
last year we put out a special appeal
on behalf of the children in
Zimbabwe who were dying of
starvation.
We raised the amazing sum of £1,355
and then added £135 of gift aid
money later in the year. This,
together with donations from other
supporters totalling £139, 780
allowed 52 tons of ePap to be
delivered, the powder rich in
vitamins and minerals which rapidly
brings improvement to health. Over
16,000 children were fed.
Teachers reported that, after
receiving regular ePap, children
were concentrating better and were
no longer sleepy in class.
Attendances also soared, up to 100%
in some schools.
The need has not stopped and if you
have any money left after the
excesses of Christmas, rising fuel
costs and soaring inflation, your
donations will be gratefully received.
Send to the Treasurer, Margaret
Borland in an envelope marked ePap
or transfer by internet banking to
the church bank account
Bank of Scotland, Victoria Rd
80 - 15 - 59 00404900

THE LEPROSY MISSION
We are pleased to advise you that
members of the congregation have
donated the grand sum of £407.05 plus
Gift Aid of £41.47 to The Leprosy
Mission since March 2020. This is a
great achievement considering the
lockdown restrictions we have all
endured.
Many thanks,
Meg/Jean.

Janette Knox would like to
thank everyone for their
Christmas cards and to wish A
Happy, Healthy and Peaceful
2022 to all her church friends.
USED STAMPS
I hope you have all been saving
stamps. If it is not possible to
bring them to church you can post
them to;
World Mission Stamp Project
PO Box 9191
Wishaw ML 12 OYS
Otherwise please keep them till I
can deliver them to the Presbytery
Office. Thank You. Lexa
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Due to recent price increases the
light at the end of the tunnel has
been turned off till further notice!
A Sunday school teacher was
discussing the Ten Commandments
with her five and six year olds.
After explaining the commandment to
“honour thy Father and thy Mother,”
she asked, “Is there a commandment
that teaches us how to treat our
brothers and sisters?”
Without missing a beat one little boy
(the oldest of a family) answered,
“Thou shall not kill.”
“Did you hear about the lost
sausage? It was the missing link.”
It’s been raining for days now and my
husband seems very depressed by it.
He keeps standing by the window,
staring. If it continues, I’m going to
have to let him in.

Girl: What is the capital of America?
Boy: Washington D. C.
Girl: No! "A" is the capital of
America.
How was your blind date?" a
university student asked her
roommate.
"Terrible!" the room-mate answered.
"He showed up in his 1932 Rolls
Royce."
"Wow! That's a very expensive car.
What's so bad about that?"
"He was the original owner."
The best way to make a fire with
two sticks is to make sure one of
them is a match.

Little Johnny wanted to go to the zoo
and pestered his parents for days.
Finally his mother talked his reluctant
father into taking him.
"So how was it?" his mother asked
when they returned home.
A three-year-old went with his dad "Great," Little Johnny replied.
to see a litter of kittens. On
"Did you and daddy have a good
returning home, he breathlessly
time?" asked his mother.
informed his mother there were
"Yeah, daddy really liked it too,"
two boy kittens and two girl kittens. exclaimed Little Johnny, "especially
"How did you know?" his mother when one of the animals came home
asked.
at 30 to 1!"
"Daddy picked them up and looked
underneath," he replied. "I think it A manager brings his dog into the
was printed on the bottom."
nightclub to work. The dog is a
brilliant piano player. He plays all
the standards. He's sitting there,
Q: Why do birds fly south for the
pounding out the tunes, when all of
winter?
a sudden, a big dog comes in and
A: It's too far to walk.
drags him out. The nightclub
owner asks, “What happened?”
Males can never win.
The manager says, “That's his
Two kindergarten children are
talking while having a lunch break. Mother She wants him to be a
Doctor.
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JANUARY 2022
A simpler life
The Very Rev Albert Bogle highlights the benefits of decluttering both at
home and in communities of faith.
“Humbling and wonderful”
The Moderator, Lord Wallace, reflects on the
importance of the work carried out by CrossReach,
the Social Care Council of the Church.
Introducing the Five Marks of Mission
Thomas Baldwin opens a new six-part series exploring the history and vision
of the Five Marks of Mission now at the heart of the work of the
Church of Scotland.
‘Prepared for anything’
Michael Macaulay, a young Boys’ Brigade leader, describes how
the BB adapted to the Covid-19 pandemic.
From ‘blah blah blah’ to ‘Geht Doch!’
Adrian Shaw a volunteer at COP26, looks back and assesses what has been
achieved.
‘Thy Kingdom Come’
David Searle continues his study of the Lord’s Prayer.
All this, and reviews, crosswords, youth column, bible study, church
registers and much more. News from the church – national and world
wide.
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INTIMATIONS
1.

Cases of illness or urgent pastoral need should be
intimated without delay to the Minister.

2.

Any person who would like to become a communicant
member of the church should speak to the Minister.

3.

The final date for submitting articles for the February
Magazine is Sunday 30th January.

TREASURER’S REPORT TO 31st DEC 2021
Open Plate
Freewill Offerings
Gift Aid Freewill Offerings
Total
Average per Sunday (52 weeks)

£
193
£ 11,136
£ 48,249
£ 59,578
£ 1,146

OTHER INCOME IN DECEMBER

Poppy Scotland
Anon Donation
Leprosy Mission
Lodging House Mission

£80
£80
£129.23
£915

Total sent to Leprosy Mission
Total sent to Poppy Scotland

£406.05
£336.75

M. Borland, Treasurer

Church Bank Account
Bank of Scotland, Victoria Rd
80 - 15 - 59 00404900

GENERAL FABRIC FUND
Balance at 1/1/21
£10,263
+ Income
£ 2,890
£13,153
Expenditure
£ 9,990
Balance at 31/12/21 £ 3,163

16

OFFICEBEARERS
Rev David Denniston
07903 926727
Mr Jo Gibb
at Church Office
Mr. Euan Gibb
at Church Office
Miss Morag Reid
at Church Office
Miss Lexa Boyle
at Church Office
Miss Lynn Flower
at Church Office
Miss Lexa Boyle
at Church Office
Rev David Denniston
at Church Office
Mrs Lynn Gibb
at Church Office
Mr Lindsay Macqueen at Church Office
Mrs Rhona Hughes
at Church Office
Mr Malcolm Leitch
at Church Office
TIME TALENTS MONEY TEAM Mrs Joyce McNae at Church Office
YOUTH TEAM
Miss Lynn Flower
at Church Office
CONG. TREASURER
Mrs. Margaret Borland at Church Office
MAGAZINE EDITOR
Mr. Malcolm Leitch
malcolmleitch135@btinternet.com
MAGAZINE DISTRIBUTION Mrs. Rhona Hughes at Church Office

INTERIM MINISTER
SESSION CLERK
FABRIC TEAM
HOSPITALITY TEAM
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MISSION TEAM
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