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From our Interim Minister
Dear friends,
‘He was in the world, and though the
world was made through him, the
world did not recognise him. He came
to his own, but his own would not
receive him’ (John 1: 1-11)
Life is sometimes full of
disappointments. Christmas can
certainly have its share of
disappointments! The turkey that is not
well cooked; the cracker that fails to
‘crack’ and deposits on the table a bad
joke, a hat that tears when put on, and a
plastic keyring; the gift that is really
not your thing; the family get-together
that descends into tension and
bickering… and so on.
I suppose our sense of disappointment
comes from frustrated expectations. We
had hoped for something and had
planned for it, and then it does not
come to pass or all goes wrong.
I wonder if the failure of so many
people to recognise in Jesus the longpromised Messiah, or to receive him as
their Saviour was because he did not
meet their expectations, did not match
up to their hopes, or fit in with their
plans.
And perhaps that can still be the case
for us today. We expect to see or hear
God in certain ways, we hope for him
to act in particular manner and as we
are waiting and watching for him with
limited perceptions, we miss him when
he does speak or reveal himself. He
comes incognito, perhaps in the
presence of a stranger in need, or in an
unexpected or unlooked for occurrence,
or in some disturbing or unwelcome
event, and we fail to recognise him
because his intervention does not fit in
with our expectations, hopes or plans.
It is a very real challenge to be always
alert to encounter God is the ways,

places and
people that we
least expect.
We are so used
to the Christmas
story that we
can miss its
extraordinary
and challenging
aspects. Who
would have
expected that God would come among us
in a little baby laid in a manger?
As we prepare to celebrate once again the
wonder of Christ’s coming as the Babe of
Bethlehem, let us pray that we might have
eyes open to see God where we least
expect him, to hear his voice in ways we
would hardly have imagined, to encounter
him in unexpected places and people.
Frustrating and unsettling as this past 20
months has been, God has not been absent
or distant, but has been present, active and
speaking in the midst and perhaps even
through this pandemic! Uncertain and
daunting as the future may be for us as a
congregation or as individuals as we move
into 2022, perhaps we will find that in
unusual and unexpected ways God will be
seen and heard anew by us in a manner
that we had never imagined or planned,
and maybe in this New Year we will be
led into new ways we could hardly have
expected.
After all, he is the God of the
unexpected… a God of surprises!
May the joy brought by the Christ Child
be with you this Advent and Christmas
and may you know the presence and peace
of God in 2022.
Your friend,
David Denniston
Interim Minister
DDenniston@churchofscotland.org.uk
07903 926727
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THE WELL
Sarah at the Well has written a letter
giving an update and appealing for
support:
The Well’s New Building Appeal:
‘All we want for Christmas’
As a valued partner of Well Multi
Cultural Resource Centre (The Well),
we would like to update you about an
exciting new development in our
work. As mentioned in our Harvest
Letter, we have found suitable new
premises for The Well. It is part of a
new-build located in the heart of
Govanhill within easy walking
distance for the vast majority of our
clients. The building is 50% larger
which will enable us to demonstrate
God’s love to more families every
day: families who are disadvantaged
through poverty, racism, cultural
differences, language barriers and
simply not understanding how things
work in the UK.
We have the unique opportunity to
fit-out the premises according to our
specifications and initial quotes
suggest this work will cost around
£140,000. Fundraising is underway
and we have just launched a social
media New Building Appeal called
‘All we want for Christmas’ on
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram
(@thewellglasgow).
We would appreciate it if you could
encourage your congregation to help
us to reach this fundraising target by
donating to The Well at: https://
www.stewardship.org.uk/pages/
allwewantforchristmas. Your prayers
would also be greatly appreciated as
we look to achieve a warm,

welcoming, spacious environment for
our clients and dedicated team of
volunteers.
We are very grateful for your
continued support and wish you all a
Merry Christmas. With thanks,
Sarah McPhie
Head of Partnerships & Communications

COFFEE AND CHAT
A series of ‘Coffee and Chat’ events
has been planned for the next few
months. These will take place on
Saturday mornings from 10.30am
until 12.30pm.
These informal coffee and tea times
will allow us the opportunity to
discuss some of the issues that we
have to address as a congregation in
this Interim Ministry period and as
we look to the future.
These are more than simply times
for a cuppa and fellowship, but are
times when we can help to consider
and shape our future mission and
life as a congregation.
Saturday 4th December (10.30 to
12.30)
The Way ahead in
Govanhill
Saturday 5th February (10.30 to
12.30)
The Shape of Worship
Saturday 5th March (10.30 to
12.30)
The Challenge of the
Future
The plan is that, in a relaxed
atmosphere, we can enjoy coffee and
tea, some fellowship and informally
chat about these topics. There is
neither need nor expectation that folks
stay the whole time! Come when you
can and leave when you must; the
conversations will be ongoing.

Forthcoming Services
ADVENT
st

1 December‘Messy Christmas’ 5pm
to 7pm in the Welcome Hall
5th December ‘Refining and
Preparing’ Malachi 3: 1-4/Luke 3:
1-6
12th December (GIFT SERVICE)
CHRISTMAS
th

19 December All Age Worship for
Christmas Sunday 11 am
24th December (CHRISTMAS EVE)
6pm in the Welcome Hall
ALL AGE CAROLS BY
CANDLELIGHT Joint with John
Ross Memorial Church. Service
includes Christingle for the youngsters, Memory Tree, a light supper
and lots of carol singing!
25th December (CHRISTMAS
DAY) Worship will be webcast on
You Tube, Facebook and the website.
Available from 9.00 am.
26th December 11 am Lessons and
Carols
2nd January Preacher: Revd Iain
Reid
Please note that in the light of the
current requirements for ventilation
and cleaning between services due to
COVID, and of advice received from
the Church of Scotland ‘COVID
group’ we will not be having a
service in the church building on
Christmas Day this year. However,
there will be a video service that will
‘go live’ on Christmas Morning!
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The services are live-cast on
YouTube, Facebook and the
congregational webpage for those who
cannot or choose not to attend at this
stage. A recording of the service will
thereafter remain available online and
be accessible via the phone number
0141 473 6899.

PRAYER
The people walking in darkness have
seen a GREAT Light
On those living in the shadow of
death
A light has dawned (Isaiah 9 v2)
What came into existence was life
And the life was the light to live by
The life-light blazed out of the
darkness
The darkness could not put it out
(John 1vv 4,5)

Give thanks for the wonder of
God’s Love

In giving us His one and only
Son to be our Saviour

May we share that joy

Pray for the lands we call Holy
for Peace, reconciliation and
understanding between Israel,
Palestine and Gaza.

Give thanks that the Well has
found much needed bigger
premises and pray for the
practicalities of the move

Remember the many many
migrants seeking freedom from
war and persecution caught up
in Belarus, Calais and many
other parts of Europe

Pray for each other, to be
sensitive to cries for help
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Lynn Flower has been attending to the
sale of the above's Christmas cards this
year, deputising for her father. The
closing date for ordering has now
passed and the cards will be collected
and distributed by Lynn in due course.
In addition a letter has been received
from the mission manager thanking
everyone for their support in what has
been a very difficult year, especially
for the users of the service. The main
items in the letter are as follows:1) Despite difficult circumstances,
since re-opening on the 1st July they
have been able to provide a healthy
breakfast and lunch to around 75
individuals. They also have a new
partnership with Social Bite which
allows them to provide an evening
meal.
2) Whilst Christmas day this year will
still not be as in past years, they still
intend to share the festive cheer by
delivering Christmas dinner and a gift
to all their service users. In all
probability this will be the only gift
they will receive, maybe for the full
year.
3) To fulfil these plans they are asking
for the support of those able to help.
The average meal costs around £7 and
they usually spend up to £10 on the
gifts.
4) They suggest those who are able
send donations in one of the
following ways
a)
Through the website - www.lhm-

glasgow.org.uk
b)
by bank transfer - sort code 8264-31: a/c 30060385
c)
Phoning the LHM on 0141 552
0285 and pay by card.
And finally they would like to thank
everyone for the wonderful support
they get throughout the year and ask
prayers for all their supporters, staff,
volunteer and those affected by
homelessness, that they may know
peace, comfort, love and the assurance
of God's blessings.
D Flower

"Merry Christmas to all in
Queen's Park Govanhill
From Isobel, Jacqueline,
Angela and Carlie"
Club 170
Tonight (Sunday 28th November) we were
able to welcome visitors in to the Gateway
Hall, to sit down and share a meal, in what
feels like, a very long time.
As we have been reporting, numbers
fluctuate week by week – this happened
long before the pandemic as well. We were
delighted to be able to return to the Club
170 menu of soup, roll and sausage
(vegetarian option) tea /coffee, cakes, fruit
and
take-away sandwiches. This was
enjoyed by eight visitors who were all
happy to be in the hall especially as the
weather has become more wintry.
Thanks to everyone for making the return
to indoor dining possible. There has been a
lot of preparation – not only in obtaining
supplies but risk assessments and resulting
paperwork – thank you Betty.
As we enter the last month of the year the
Club 170 team wish everyone a very happy
Christmas and a peaceful New Year.

CRECHE

Food donaons can sll be le in the
Welcome Hall receptacle. This year
We are delighted to restart Creche
we are asking for nned meats for
facilities on a Sunday morning and are the Christmas meal. Our last opening
ready to welcome any little ones to the
day of 2021 will be 23rd December so
Creche room.
if you are thinking of donang nned
We have Covid safety procedures in
Ham, Corned Beef etc. please hand
place and hope that, if they want to
use this facility, parents will feel
them in before then.
comfortable leaving their children in
our care during the morning services. If you have a spare couple of hours,
once a month on a Thursday morning
th
5 Dec B. Roberts A. Gardiner
do get in touch either with a team
12th Dec M. Borland M. Coubrough member or e mail qpgfood19th Dec F. McCall F. Campbell
bank170@aol.com or come along and
9th Jan B. Roberts A. Gardiner
see how we operate! You don't have
to be on the rota every month, whatever suits you. You will ﬁnd it a very
Foodbank
rewarding and humbling experience!
Our connued thanks to those who
WENDY
have supported the Foodbank with
donaons and prayers. We are very Foodbank Team
grateful to our amazing team of
volunteers from the congregaon and
the wider community for all their
hard work over the past year.
It has been a challenging me for
everyone but we have adapted to the
ever changing regulaons and now
distribute food to our clients from the
Lilac Room. Dealing with one person
at a me and oﬀering a choice, albeit
a limited choice, of what we have on
oﬀer each week Names and contact
details are taken at a table near the
hall entrance where clients are then
directed upstairs to receive their food
bags.

STAMPS You will all
undoubtedly be receiving a huge
pile of cards over Christmas.
Please save the stamps. There is a
box by the notice board for them.
They will be sent and sold to raise
funds on behalf of the World
Mission
Lexa
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THE LEPROSY MISSION

The Memory Tree acts as a
remembrance of a loved one to
everyone. By hanging a card, or
cards, on the tree you are saying:
“Remember me, remember the
times we shared.”
From Sunday 5 December, boxes
containing blank cards, and one for
your completed cards, plus
donation box, will be on the
Memory Tree table at the door of
the Welcome Hall..
All YOU have to do is choose a
card(s), write your message(s), and
place your completed card(s) in the
Completed Box and put your
donation in the Donation Box.
All cards will be hung on the tree
and, when looking at the tree, you
will remember your loved ones.
So, please write your card(s) and
pop in your donation.
This year all monies, donated by
your generosity, will be donated to
Club 170.
Deadline for your message(s)
will be
SUNDAY 19 DECEMBER 2021.

Thank you very much to everyone who
has donated to The Leprosy Mission.
These donations are being forwarded to
them at the end of this year. If anyone
still wishes to donate, we would be
pleased to receive any donations by
Sunday, 12 December at the latest.
With best wishes to everyone for a
Merry Christmas and a Happy and
Healthy New Year.
Meg and Jean.
The Editorial Staff of the Monthly
Mag wish all our readers a happy
and peaceful Christmas and a
healthy New Year in 2022

WANTED
Isn’t it lovely that we can once again
have a cuppa and chat after the
service?
However, with restrictions still in
place a greater burden is placed on the
team to abide with those rules. It
would be a tremendous help if we had
anyone who felt they could volunteer,
not necessarily every week but when
possible.
Please speak to
Linda or any
member of the
team. Thank you,
Morag
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GUESS BIRTHDAY
OF THE CAKE
Thank you so very much to my Church
family for the beautiful orchid plant and
for all the gifts, messages, calls, cards and
prayers on the arrival of my granddaughter Remy. We are blessed indeed.
Gran Wendy
Ella Flower would like to thank both the
Flower committee for the lovely orchids
and also the ladies who sent her cards
following her fall in the house last month,
resulting in her breaking her arm. She
hopes to have the plaster off early in
December.

Thank you very much to Q.P.G.
congregation for the lovely plant
arrangement I received for my 80th
birthday. A great surprise! As well as
the planter being very much
appreciated so are the thoughts and
good wishes which came with it.
Thank you. Jim Roberts

Pathfinder Post
The Pathfinder Christmas Post
will operate for two Sundays
only this year on the 5th and
12th December.
To minimise handling of cards
you are asked to put them into
alphabetical order and place them in
the correct folders in the Pathfinder
corner. Only cards for people who
are regularly attending church can be
delivered.
Please ensure your cards are clearly
named and have an address if two
folks have the same name, eg Mrs F
Campbell (Lochlea Rd). All donations
will be sent to Robin House, Balloch

This year we are again having a
Guess the Birthday of the Christmas
Cake competition.
Due to Covid restrictions you will be
unable to see the Cake but it is a
traditional one, all fruit soaked in
Brandy, with marzipan and fondant
icing – similar to the picture.
There will be a diary and donation
box on the table in the Welcome Hall
It is two tries for £1 – what have you
got to lose?
List and donation box will be in the
Welcome Hall from Sunday 5
December.
All proceeds going to the Foodbank.
Linda
To all our Church Family, we
wish you a Happy, Healthy and
Peaceful
Christmas and New Year.
From Duncan and Brenda and
Family
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“Daily

Bread” NOTES: DECEMBER

The hope of glory

Signposts to salvation

Wed 1
Thur 2

Malachi 2:1-9
Malachi 2:10-16

Fri 17
Sat 18

Colossians 3:18-4:1
Colossians 4:2-18

Fri 3
Sat 4

Malachi 2:17-3:5
Malachi 3:6-18

Sun 19
Mon 20

Psalm 26
Luke 1:1-17

Sun 5
Mon 6

Psalm 24
Malachi 4:1-6

Tue 21
Wed 22

Luke 1:18-25
Luke 1:26-38

Tue 7
Wed 8

Colossians 1:1-8
Colossians 1:9-14

Thur 23
Fri 24

Luke 1:39-56
Luke 1:57-66

Thur 9
Fri 10

Colossians 1:15-23
Colossians 1:24 -2:5

Sat 25
Sun 26

Luke 1:67-80
Luke 2:1-7

Sat 11
Sun 12
Mon 13
Tue 14

Colossians 2:6-15
Psalm 25
Colossians 2:16-23
Colossians 3:1-4

Mon 27
Tue 28
Wed 29
Thur 30

Luke 2:8-21
Luke 2:22-35
Luke 2:36-40
Philemon 1:1-11

Wed 15
Thur 16

Colossians 3:5-11
Colossians 3:12-17

Fri 31

Philemon 1:12-25

WAY IN….Colossians 1-4
Paul’s letter to the church in Colossae was written from prison, probably in
Rome. It is encouraging to hear his words as he reaches out to a church
family he has never met. Despite his confined circumstances the letter
overflows with love and joy as he seeks to encourage and gently rebuke this
young church.
The Colossians were struggling to define how they should live as followers
of Jesus with many competing voices and forces. They were being tugged in
different directions by ideas that were not consistent with the gospel of Jesus.
Paul’s concern is to remind them of the fundamental truths about who Jesus
is, what he has done and how we should live as his disciples.
By Peter Stone (adapted)

11

This month has been a great one for connecting in with
other organisations in the community, including meeting
with a worker at Awaz FM to explore how QPG’s
building – which is an important community asset –
could be used to help them develop and expand existing
work and connections in Govanhill, and I’m excited to
see how their work develops as well as our relationship
with them!
There are 2 main things I want to mention in this month’s
update – the Big Conversation, and our Coffee and Chat:

Big Conversation:
The Big Conversation is a conference run by the Priority Areas team each
year, and is open to anyone who is involved in a P.A. parish, voluntarily or
through employment. This year, as last year, the conference was held online.
It was great to hear stories from around Scotland on what other churches are
doing in their community, and also to have a space where people can share
the challenges they’ve been facing, often finding they were not alone in those
challenges – it’s always encouraging to know you’re not the only church still
overcoming the effects of the pandemic!
It was also encouraging to hear about how churches are developing different
missional communities and exploring new ways of being church, an example
of which is “Messy Church” which, excitedly, QPG has also started its
journey with. We had some great conversation around these sorts of groups
and what it means to “grow” as a church beyond Sunday service attendance,
and was heartening to hear about.

Coffee and Chat:

On Saturday 4th December we will be holding the 2nd “coffee and chat” where there
will be the opportunity to discuss and explore suggestions that have been raised by
the community in Govanhill as to what they would like to see in the church, and
also add your own contributions to these ideas, or any new suggestion you yourself
have!
This is going to be a great opportunity to have some real conversations about what
the congregation of Queen’s Park Govanhill feel called towards in regards to its
mission in Govanhill. While we can explore and gather information from local
people about what “should” be on, it’s also vital that the congregation’s voice
contributes to the conversation in regards to what you feel the church is able and
wanting to explore.
So, here is my invitation and encouragement to you Wishing all my Church
all to come along on the 4th December, 10:30Family a Happy
12:30, to help build on the research that has begun Christmas and Good
in the community and contribute to the
Health in the Coming
development of QPG’s community outreach work. Year. Margaret B
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HOW OTHER CHRISTIANS HAVE TO LIVE
CHINA
A Christian couple have each been
sentenced to seven years in prison and a
fine of £29,240 for “illegal business
operations,” after their appeals were
rejected. According to the Chinese human
rights site Weiquanwang, Chang Yuchun
and Li Chenhui, from Shaanxi province,
lost their appeal on 15 November. The
report says that the couple’s registered
printing company produced a large number
of Christian books before being seized by
the local authorities on 21 July 2020. More
than 210,000 copies of various religious
books were confiscated and at least 24
titles were later deemed to be “illegal
publications.”
On 19 August 2021, Chang and Li were
sentenced to seven years' imprisonment
and a fine of £29,240 by the Xi'an Gaoling
District Court for the crime of “illegal
business operations.” They appealed
against the sentence, but it was upheld in
the 15 November trial.

Code, which prohibits proselytisation
and carries maximum term of five
years imprisonment and a fine not
exceeding NR50,000 (approximately
GBP £312).

NIGERIA

A Nigerian Christian journalist faces
prolonged imprisonment following his
reporting of attacks against mainly
Christian communities in Nigeria’s Middle
Belt and critical assessment of the
government’s response.
Luka Binniyat, who writes for the Epoch
Times, was arrested on 4 November, and
charged with transmitting electronically
information known “to be false”.
Binniyat’s arrest “is aimed at silencing any
dissenting voice and intimidating both
Luka and the southern Kaduna
communities”. Luka Binniyat has
persistently challenged the narratives of
the Kaduna State government on the issues
of security and the killings in southern
Kaduna
NEPAL
The charge relates to Binniyat’s story on
Pastor Keshav Raj Acharya of the
29 October, “In Nigeria, Police Decry
Abundant Harvest Church in Pokhara, Massacres as ‘Wicked’ But Make No
Nepal, was found guilty of
Arrests”. In his article Binniyat quotes
Senator Danjuma Laah, who criticised
proselytisation by the Dolpa District
Kaduna’s Commissioner of Internal SecuCourt on 22 November. He was
rity and Home Affairs Samuel Aruwan for
immediately arrested and placed in
concealing facts concerning a “genocide
prison, and a sentencing hearing has
against Christians in the southern Kaduna
been set for 30 November.
State”.
Pastor Keshav was first arrested by the Binniyat, has challenged the narratives of
Kaski District Police on 23 March 2020 the Kaduna State government on the issues
after a video of him saying that COVID of security and the killings in southern
-19 could be healed through Christian Kaduna”.
prayer was uploaded on YouTube on
As Binniyat has been charged with a
22 February. The pastor has denied
federal offence he could not be offered bail
and must be tried in a higher court. If
uploading the video. Pastor Keshav
convicted, Binniyat could face a three-year
was finally released on bail from the
prison sentence.
Dolpa prison on 30 June 2020.

He has been charged under the Penal

Remember them all in your prayers
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The Prophet Isaiah
Gibb looking after his
flock
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DECEMBER 2021
Christmas Pilgrims
The Very Rev Albert Bogle considers the bitter-sweetness of a changing
Christmas.

Reality amidst the familiarity
The Moderator considers the message of Christmas
carols.

‘A wonderful gift’
Jackie Macadam asks how easy it is to keep the eternal message of Christmas
fresh again and again.

Moderator’s call for ‘love and justice’
Thomas Baldwin reports on a call by the Moderator of the General Assembly
to resist division at the Kirking of the Scottish Parliament.

Honouring God’s name
In the second part of his study of the Lord’s Prayer, the Rev David Searle
considers the importance of ‘hallowed be they name’.

The core elements
The Very Rev Dr John Chalmers explains why
kindness – and the counselling and support
work of CrossReach – is needed now more than
ever.
All this, and reviews, crosswords, youth column, bible study, church registers and much more. News from the church – national and world wide.

15

INTIMATIONS
1.

Cases of illness or urgent pastoral need should be
intimated without delay to the Minister.

2.

Any person who would like to become a communicant
member of the church should speak to the Minister.

3.

The final date for submitting articles for the January
Magazine is Sunday 26th December.

TREASURER’S REPORT TO 30th NOV 2021
Open Plate
Freewill Offerings
Gift Aid Freewill Offerings
Total
Average per Sunday (47 weeks)

OTHER INCOME IN NOVEMBER
Poppy Scotland

£213

M. Borland, Treasurer

GENERAL FABRIC FUND
Balance at 1/1/21
£10,263
+ Income
£ 2,876
£13,139
Expenditure
£ 8,876
Balance at 30/11/21 £ 4,263

£
129
£ 10,006
£ 44,507
£ 54,642
£ 1,163
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