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From  our  Interim  MinisterFrom  our  Interim  MinisterFrom  our  Interim  Minister   
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Dear friends, 
 

“You shall take some of the first of 
all the fruit of the ground, which 

you harvest from the land that 
the Lord your God is giving you, 

and you shall put it in a basket and 
go to the place that the Lord your 
God will choose as a dwelling for 
his name.” (Deuteronomy 26: 2) 

 

October will be a month when we 
will focus on Thanksgiving and 
Creation, beginning, of course with 
Harvest Thanksgiving on Sunday 
3rd October, when we will praise 
God for the harvest of the earth  
provided in abundance.  
 

This will also inform our thinking 
as we share in the Church of  
Scotland’s National Giving Day on 
the Saturday of Harvest weekend – 
2nd October (more details elsewhere 
in this magazine). Our financial  
giving is offered not simply to meet 
the expenses of the church. Rather, 
when we give, we are making an 
offering to God, not taking a  
collection to make ends meet! And 
this is an offering of  
‘Thanks-Giving’! In other words, 
we reflect upon all that God has 
done for us and we not only say 
‘thank you’ but we demonstrate our 
gratitude in what we give. 
 

And Harvest Sunday will also be 
the start of a few Sundays focussing 
on God’s Creation and also on the 
climate crisis that we are facing. In 
the weeks leading up to the COP 26 
summit in our own city of Glasgow 
we will consider what it means that 

we believe in a 
God who is 
Creator of all 
that is, and 
what our 
Christian faith 
means for our 
response to the 
Climate  
emergency 
which our whole world faces.  
 

In the book of Deuteronomy which is 
quoted at the head of this letter, there 
are – at different points in that book – 
instructions about how to thank God 
for the harvest and respond to his 
abundant giving.  
 

It is clear that we are called to respond 
not simply in the thanksgiving of our 
lips but in the giving of our means as 
an expression of worship. And what is 
also clear from Deuteronomy is that 
our response must include concern for 
the poorest (see Deuteronomy 14: 28-
29 & 19: 7-11) and we read elsewhere 
in the Old Testament that we are the 
stewards of God’s good Creation (see 
Genesis 1: 26-31). 
 

This month of October and ‘season’ of 
Thanksgiving and Creation provides us 
with the opportunity to hold these 
thoughts, and challenges us to offer 
thanks and praise and worship, not  
only in word and song, but in giving 
and action. 
 

Your friend, 
David Denniston 
Interim Minister 
DDenniston@churchofscotland.org.uk 
07903 926727  



 

 
 

 

Forthcoming Services 
 

“CREATION SEASON’ 

3rd October HARVEST  
‘All Good Gifts’Deuteronomy 8: 1-10 
 All Age Service 
On Saturday 2nd and today, 3rd  
October, on this Sunday of Harvest 
Thanksgiving we will also pause to 
give thanks to God as we continue our 
slow emergence from the pandemic 
and as we consider how we can  
respond in ‘Thanks – GIVING’ as 
part of National Giving Day as  
explained elsewhere in the magazine. 
 
10th October ‘Creator and Creation’
 Genesis 1: 26-31 
   
17th October CLIMATE SUNDAY 
‘Stewards of Creation’Psalm 104:1, 
10–26; Mark 4:1–10 & 13–20 
 
24th October Guest Preacher 
 

MISSION SEASON 
 

31st October ALL SAINTS  
‘Passing on the Baton’   
Ephesians 1: 11-23 
 Communion 
7th November ‘The Mission of God’ 

    
The services are live-cast on 
YouTube, Facebook and the        
congregational webpage for those 
who cannot or choose not to attend 
at this stage. A recording of the     
service will thereafter remain     
available online and be accessible via 
the phone number 0141 473 6899. 

A’ Time to Remember’ Service 
at St Margaret’s Episcopal 
Church 353/355Kilmarnock 
Road, Newlands, Glasgow G43 
2DS 3pm on Saturday 13th 
November 
 
This is the annual occasion when we 
come together within our beautiful  
sanctuary to remember and give thanks to 
God for the lives of our loved ones who 
have died - either this year or longer ago. 
This year we are holding our Service on 
Saturday 13th November.   
 
Dear friends at Queen’s Park Govanhill, 
we invite you to join us for a time of 
peaceful remembrance with music,  
readings, prayers, reflection and  
contemplation.  We have enjoyed you 
sharing this service with us for many 
years now and you are truly welcome.  
 
As in previous years there are some  
within your Church family who have lost 
a loved one during the past year – you are 
especially invited to join us.  There may 
also be others who have been bereaved 
for a longer period and still feel their loss 
keenly – you too are warmly invited. 
If you know someone, a relative, friend or 
neighbour, who would find this Service 
helpful and comforting please invite them 
along - and offer to accompany them. 
 
Invitation cards are available in the 
Church for you to give them. If you wish 
invitations or further details speak to   
David Smith after the Service.  We are 
hoping to be able to have our usual      
refreshments in the hall at the end of the 
Service.   Both this and the Service will 
be arranged and laid out according to the 
Health and Safety regulations in place at 
the time. 
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to their place of worship in Jerusalem 
after a lengthy period of exile in  
Babylon – a situation not unlike the one 
we are facing after our enforced “Covid 
– related” exile away from 170 Queen’s 
Drive. During the course of our discus-
sions we hope to be able to identify 
some issues and principles  
relevant to our current circumstances 
and build on them as we think about 
our congregation’s future.  
 
The fact that we are now meeting in 
daylight will hopefully tempt some of 
you who didn’t like going on cold dark 
evenings to attend. All the required  
precautions will be in place. There is 
absolutely no requirement to say  
anything!   
 
Be assured you will be made most  
welcome and although we will not  
initially be permitted to conclude with 
tea/coffee and home baking, that may 
change as things are further relaxed. 
Why not give it a try – absolutely  
nothing to lose and possibly a lot to 
gain! 
                                                                                                                             

David Smith 

 

 

RESUMPTION OF THE  
MONDAY BIBLE STUDY. 

 
After the cessation of face-to-face 
meetings as a result of the pandemic 
and subsequent lockdown, we were 
able to continue with “virtual”  
meetings last session using Zoom. 
 
Now that the regulations have been 
relaxed it is good that our “in-person” 
meetings can resume. Unfortunately, 
gathering as we did previously in the 
Lounge will not allow us to maintain 
the required social distancing. The 
Welcome Hall and the Gateway Hall 
are being used by other organisations 
on Monday evenings so after  
consultation among the regular  
attenders it has been agreed that our 
meeting time will change to Monday 
afternoons from 2.30 – 3.45pm.  
 
Our first meeting will be in the  
Welcome Hall on Monday 4th  
October when we will be turning our 
attention to the Book of Ezra in the 
Old Testament.  
 
It may seem a strange choice but it 
deals specifically with the time when 
God’s chosen people were returning 
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CHURCH  REGISTER 
 

Death 
 

Jesus  said, “I am the Resurrection 
and the Life.” John 11.25 

 

Mrs Ann Mackenzie, formerly of  
6 Kennedy Court, Glasgow G46 



 

Congregations across the Church of 
Scotland are invited to take part in a 
National Giving Day initiative this  
autumn. The 2021 General Assembly 
agreed to encourage congregations to 
take part in this one-off initiative. 
 
The aim of National Giving Day is to 
offer congregations an opportunity to 
reflect deeply on God's loving presence 
with us during these challenging times 
and to express our appreciation and 
gratitude through giving generously 
ourselves. Gifts can take many forms 
and can include offerings of time and 
effort shared within congregations as 
well as monetary gifts that can be used 
for an agreed purpose. 
 

Congregations can use the money they 
raise to boost their own funds and  
support a renewed sense of mission. 
Funds raised on the designated giving 
day will not be included in a congrega-
tion's income when it is assessed for 
Ministries and Mission contributions. 
 
We will be holding this day in Queens 
Park Govanhill on Saturday 2nd  
October from 11.00am until 3.00pm. 

During these hours, the church will be 
open and the Interim Minister will be 
in the Vestry so that members may 
meet with him privately and  
confidentially to hand over any  
financial gift they may make and also 
to chat if they so wish about their own 
involvement in the life of the  
congregation, and the future of our 
congregation as we emerge from the 
pandemic & face the challenges ahead.  
 
We will have tea and coffee available. 
If any member is unable to come to the 
building on Saturday 2nd, or would  
prefer not to, then gifts can also be  
given on Sunday 3rd October 
(HARVEST) if placed in a marked  
envelope in the plates that will be 
made available at the doors. 
 
More information on the national  
campaign can be found on this page 
where there is also an important     
message from the Moderator: https://

www.churchofscotland.org.uk/news-

and-events/news/2021/articles/
churches-invited-to-take-part-in-a-

national-giving-day 
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Prayer meeting will resume 
on Wednesday the 

6th October in the Welcome 
hall at 7 pm . It is hoped we 

will be able to have the 
prayer meeting of an  

afternoon in  due 
course   Lexa  

 
 
Isobel Haddow would like to thank 
everyone who sent her cards, flowers 
and a plant she received for her recent 
significant birthday and hopes  
everyone enjoyed the cake she  
distributed at church. 
 
Very many thanks to all who 
helped on Saturday 18th of  
September for the doors open day. 
Total of 35 people came to visit. 
Just as we were closing 4 people 
came in  to visit and asked for  
bibles which they were duly given 
by Euan. One lady came back to 
the first Lunch stop.  Lexa 
 
To all my friends in QPG. I was quite 
taken aback by the presentation made 
to me on 29th August. Your generosity 
is marvellous and I thank you from 
the bottom of my heart.  
Being magazine editor was a joy 
which I looked forward to month by 
month! I wish my successor every 
happiness and good fortune. 
Thank you again for the opportunity 
to serve the Lord from the “editorial 
chair”.  MDM 

FINANCE 
 

With the return of almost normal  
attendance at church it would be good 
if member’s using the envelope scheme 
would bring them on Sundays or send 
them to the church address. 
 
Similarly for those sending cheques.  
Please make them payable to Queen’s 
Park Govanhill Parish Church and send 
to 170 Queen’s Drive Glasgow G42 
8QZ and not to the Session Clerk’s  
address. 
 
If any member would like to set up a 
regular payment to the church via a 
bank standing order then please use the 
following information and let the 
Treasurer, Margaret Borland know that 
you have done this. 
 
Details to be quoted on payment 
advice to Bank of Scotland.   
Ref No   
 
Name of payee:-     Queen's  Park  
Govanhill Church 
170  Queen's  Dr  Glasgow  G42 
 
Account  No.  00404900 
 
Bank and Branch to which  
payment is to be made:- 
  
Bank of Scotland 
464 Victoria  Road 
Glasgow  G42  8PB     80 - 15 - 59 
 
If you have any questions or difficulties 
arranging this please contact the  
Finance Team. 
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  leaves a "gap" in our fellowship. 
DON'T WORRY we can fill that gap! 
 

Lockdown has been very long for some 
of us: men and women, missing the  
local chat and gossip, mingling with our 
friends when together, and eager to 
catch up with one another. 
 

An invite is extended to EVERYONE 
to come along to The Fellowship  
Connection! *12.30 - 3.00 First 
Wednesday of each month beginning 6th 
October 2021 
 

Starting with a light lunch we shall have 
plenty of fun and activities to fill your 
time! 
Such as - Knitting, Sewing, Puzzle 
Books, Arts and Crafts, Adult colouring 
books, a selection of Fun Board Games 
and many other activities. 
We invite you to bring your own craft - 
if you are able, bring your own knitting 
or sewing or use this time for writing to 
your friends or family which you'd 
promised to do for a while! 
 

Most of all we want to see you, come 
along for a lunch, a laugh and a chat 
connecting with friends! 
 
FURTHER INFORMATION FROM 
 

Morag Reid, Alice Neil, Moira  
Davidson, Marjory Percy or Brenda 
McGinnigle     BM 
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Sunday Teas 
 

Please note Sunday Tea will  
re-commence on Sunday 3 October 
2021.  However, there will be NO tea or 
coffee served before the service. 
 

We are still receiving information  
regarding Covid Rules so, for the present 
time, please sit at a table and you will be 
served. You also cannot move from one 
table to another. 
 

We thank you for your patience with 
these Rules and look forward to  
seeing you on 3rd October 
 

Hospitality Team 

AS ONE DOOR CLOSES… 
 

A few weeks ago we had a meeting of 
the Guild ladies to consider the way out 
of lockdown and into the “new”  
normality. We know that we face many 
differences as we go into the future. 
During the pandemic, sadly, the Guild 
lost members because of covid. Our 
numbers had gone down, it was difficult 
to get speakers for small groups and 
there was the problem of becoming too 
inclusive. At the meeting, which David 
our interim minister attended, it was a 
unanimous decision to reinvent  
ourselves as more of a fellowship  
gathering. We’re still the same people 
but in making this change it is our hope 
that in this new approach folk will come 
both from the congregation and from 
outwith to enjoy what is offered at our 
new venture. The motto of the Guild is 
“Whose I am and Whom I serve”. We 
take these words with us as our aim for 
the future.  MR 
 

...ANOTHER ONE OPENS! 
 

The closing of our well-loved Guild (see 
above) in QPG in its current format 

Coffee and Chat afternoons  
 

The Coffee and Chat afternoons are 
still going strong. If anyone feels like a 
coffee (or tea) and a time with friends 
at 36. Dinmont Road, please contact 
Morag at 0141 440 7406 to arrange a 
gathering. There are no tickets but all 
donations are for Church funds. There 
are still some jars of jam and  
marmalade available!               MR 



 
STILL ON THE BRINK? 

 

Most people have a date which they 
can never forget – the date of a  
wedding, or the birth of a first child, 
or even the date you passed your  
driving test. 
 

For me however, I can never forget 
23rd October 1962 – now 59 years 
ago. A few days previously the young 
and inexperienced US President, John 
F Kennedy, had been horror stricken 
when his military advisers had  
presented him with evidence that the 
Soviet Union was building a chain of 

rocket bases in Cuba which had  
recently come under the control of 
Fidel Castro. 
 

Kennedy’s Soviet counterpart, Nikita 
Khrushchev, vehemently denied any 
such intention. However within a  
couple of days high altitude planes 
had taken so many details and  
photographs that he was forced to 

acknowledge the existence of the  
bases. 

Kennedy demanded that they be  
withdrawn at once and the launch 
sites dismantled. More importantly, 
he announced that the USA would 
impose a full naval blockade of Cuba, 
with a task force prepared to engage a 
large convoy in the Atlantic coming 
from Russia as soon as it left  
international waters. A secret order 
was sent to all US units to be on full 
battle readiness. 
 

These responses seem to have 
“rattled” Khrushchev, but not  
immediately. He ordered the convoy 
to proceed. In our staffroom people 
were extremely worried. Would we 
be involved in a nuclear war by 
lunchtime? That led us to want to 
keep abreast of events. My classroom 
being nearest to the staffroom, and 
knowing that I had a “free period” 
after lunch, I was deputed to keep  
listening to the radio and in the event 
of important news to send it by  
messenger round the school. 
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This plan proved to be unnecessary  
because the very first bulletin  
consisted of a very excited announcer 
shouting that the airplanes had  
detected “unusual”  activity on the 
deck of the convoy  escorts. Within 
minutes it became clear that signals 
were being passed to all the cargo 
vessels and that slowly but surely 
they were turning to starboard.  
Finally they reached 180 degrees and 
were on course back to Europe. It 
was Khrushchev who had “blinked” 
as the newspapers of the day put it! 
 

There was great rejoicing but the  
crisis was far from over. A naval  
confrontation could still occur.  
Indeed some time later it emerged 
that a Soviet captain, feeling his  
submarine to be under threat, had  
ordered a nuclear tipped torpedo to 
be fired at a US warship, Only a last  
second intervention by a senior  
Soviet commander had avoided a  
disaster. 

Did we learn anything on 23rd  
October 1962? The consensus of 
opinion was that events “proved” that 
deterrence worked in practice. Well 
maybe – but almost by accident. 

Three of the nuclear powers, then less 
than six in number, have continued to 
stockpile weapon after more powerful 
weapon to the extent that they have at 
least 50 times the destructive power 
needed to annihilate all human life on 
earth. 
 

Of course negotiations continue and  
pious speeches made but actual pro-
gress towards disarmament has been 
minimal. 
 

At the end of the day we have to face 
up to what believers call sin. We do not 
trust each other, we continue to deny 
what we know is within us – what Paul 
called our old sinful self, which always 
gets in the way of good intentions.  
Continue to negotiate by all means but 
do not imagine that a solution will be 
found by secular means alone. Keep on 
praying – and remember that submarine 
captain back in 1962!    MDM 

MAGAZINE DISTRIBUTION 
 

During the various lockdowns over 
the past 18 months the Church  
magazine has continued to be  
produced and circulated in a number 
of ways (e mail, online and posted 
hard copy), I would like to record my 
sincere thanks to all who have made 
this possible - feedback has been very 
positive. 
 

For regular attenders at Sunday  
worship, hard copies have been  
available for collection from the 
church vestibule for some time and a 
small number of unallocated copies 
will also now be made available. 
Would anyone still requiring the 
magazine posted to them please  
contact Lynn Flower at 07718743291 



 A man was driving through the  
countryside when he decided he 
wanted to buy a pig. He stopped at a 
pig farm and told the farmer he  
wanted to buy a 100 pound pig. 
The farmer nodded, walked out into 
the sty, bent over and picked up a pig 
by its tail with his teeth. The farmer 
said, "This one weighs a little over a 
100". 
 

Astonished the man said, "Who are 
you trying to fool? You can't weigh a 
pig that way". 
 

The farmer laughed and called to his 
young son, "Son, come over here and 
weigh that pig for this man". 
 

The boy obliged by bending over and 
picking up the pig by its tail with his 
teeth. Turning to his father the boy 
said, " This  pig weighs about 100 
pounds". 
 

The man was having no part of this 
so in order to convince him the 
farmer told his son to go to the house 
and get his mother so she could 
weigh the pig. After a short delay the 
son returned and said, "Ma says she 
will be right down after she's found 
her teeth.” 
 
A Sunday school teacher asked the 
children just before she dismissed 
them to go to church, "And why is 
it necessary to be quiet in 
church?" 
Annie replied, "Because people are 
sleeping." 
 
The organiser of the slimming class 
asked the newcomer what food she 
liked to eat. “Nuts,” she replied. 
“Great,” she said. “What kind,  

Pecans? Walnuts? Peanuts?" 
“No,” said the newcomer with a 
guilty smile, “doughnuts!” 
 
How to clean your toilet 

1. Put both lids of the toilet up and 
add 1/8 cup of pet shampoo to the 
water in the bowl. 
2. Pick up the cat and soothe him 
while you carry him towards the 
bathroom. 
3. In one smooth movement, put 
the cat in the toilet and close both 
lids. You may need to stand on the 
lids. 
4. The cat will self agitate and 
make ample suds. Never mind the 
noises that come from the toilet, 
the cat is actually enjoying this. 
5. Flush the toilet three or four 
times. This provides a "power 
wash" and "rinse". 
6. Have someone open the front 
door of your home. Be sure that 
there are no people between the 
bathroom and the front door. 
7. Stand behind the toilet as far as 
you can and quickly lift both lids. 
8. The cat will rocket out of the  
toilet, streak through the  
bathroom and run outside where 
he will dry himself off. 
9. Both the toilet and the cat will 
be sparkling clean. 
Sincerely, 
The Dog 
 

A primary school teacher was  
instructing her students on the  
value of coins. She took a £2 coin 
and laid it on her desk. "Can any 
of you tell me what it is?" she 
asked. From the back of the room 
came the answer: "Tails!" 
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 WHAT A WONDERFUL WORLD 
 

God spoke  
Let us make human  beings in our 
image, make them reflecting our true 
nature 
So they can be responsible for the 
fish in the sea, the birds in the air, the 
cattle 
And Yes the earth itself 
And every animal that moves on the 
face of the  earth 
God blessed them 
Be responsible for fish in the sea and 
birds in the air 
For every living thing that moves on 
the face of the earth. 
 

Then God said 
I’ve given you every sort of seed-
bearing plant on the earth 
And every kind of fruit bearing tree 
Given them to you for food 
To all animals and birds 
Everything that lives and breathes 
I give whatever grows out of the 
ground for food 
And there it was. 
 

God looked over everything He had 
made 
And it was so good, so very good.  

Let us give thanks for  God’s  
beautiful world   
Remembering the responsibility we 
have for each part of it, 
Trees,  birds, animals,  people, 
fish, all nature 
May creation once again  be good, so 
very good. 
 

PRAYER 
Pray for:- 
 

David Denniston Interim minister 
Jo Gibb Session Clerk 
 

COP 26 Conference that people will 
be safe and all work together to 
make sure the world is cared for and 
protected. 
 

Ben and Harris and their parents and 
pathfinders that they may be blessed. 
 

So many Countries need our prayers 
but this month pray for: Tigray 
where there is war, famine and  
displacement of people: Afghanistan 
people in fear and in danger with a 
hard line Government refusing  
people their rights. 
 

Glasgow Street Pastors in need of 
more volunteers. 
The Well also in need of volunteers 
and in process of seeking much 
needed bigger premises 
 

 No darkness can put out the LIGHT 
Christ gives us. 
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ETHIOPIA 
A brutal battle for control of Ethiopia's 
Tigray region has claimed over 52,000 
lives and forced an estimated two  
million people to flee since hostilities  
began last November.  
Despite a communications blackout  
imposed by the Ethiopian government at 
the beginning of the conflict, and ongoing 
restrictions, reports continue to emerge of 
horrific crimes perpetrated largely by  
Eritrean soldiers. These crimes include 
brutal acts of sexual and gender-based  
violence, indiscriminate bombing, extra 
judicial killings, and looting of homes,  
businesses and historical and religious 
sites. The fundamentally sadistic nature of 
the secretive Eritrean regime is on open 
display in Tigray. 
A renowned monastery established in the 
6th century, as well as one of the oldest 
mosques in Africa, have been damaged by 
shelling and looted.  
Another church’s compound has been used 
as a military command centre  
despite the presence of clergy and nuns. 
The December killing of around 700  
people at the Maryam Zion Church in  
Axum, which is believed to house the  
biblical Ark of the Covenant, brought the 
crisis into sharp focus. Many were dragged 
from the church and murdered in the 
streets.  
Survivors were not allowed to bury the 
corpses until  hyenas had descended on the 
town to consume them. 
Starvation is rife; the UN estimates some 
2.3 million people – around half the  
Tigrayan population – are in need of  
assistance. People are beginning to die of 
hunger, while Eritrean troops deliberately 
obstruct aid distribution. In February, 
around eight people were reported to be 
dying daily due to illnesses exacerbated by 
the lack of medication. 

 
 

CUBA 
On 11 July Pastor Lorenzo Rosales  
Fajardo and his 17-year-old son, David, 
were taken by state security officers as 
they took part in a peaceful protest.  
Although David was released six days 
later, after being held incommunicado 
in appalling conditions in jail, Pastor 
Lorenzo was transferred to a maximum 
security prison to await trial.  
The authorities have allowed his wife 
only a few three-minute calls with her 
husband. She has not been permitted to 
see him. 
Pastor Lorenzo is one of several  
religious leaders who were violently 
detained in peaceful protests across the 
country. He is facing false charges 
which carry a prison sentence of  
between three and 20 years.  
 
MADAGASCAR 
In the far south of the country an  
elderly Christian wondered why her 
younger relatives had stopped  
appearing for their regular monthly  
visits. 
She decided to investigate, making the 
45 miles from her remote village by ox
-cart to the even more remote village 
where her relatives lived.   
She found that the whole family, two 
parents and three children, had died of 
starvation, just a few days before she 
arrived. 
No rain for two years and then an  
infestation of bugs destroyed the maize 
crop.  People all over Southern  
Madagascar are dying of starvation 
every day. 
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HOW  OTHER  CHRISTIANS  HAVE  TO  LIVE 



 RESUMPTION OF  
LOCAL CHURCH PRAYER 

BREAKFASTS 
 

The first meeting of the local churches 
for breakfast and prayer together took 
place at Clincarthill Parish Church on 
Saturday September 11th at 8.30am. QPG 
had three representatives. After a most 
enjoyable light meal a member from each 
of the congregations present was invited 
to give an update on how they had each  
responded to the circumstances of the 
pandemic and lockdown. Lexa gave a 
very up-beat report on the many ways in 
which QPG had continued with as many 
of the congregational activities as was 
possible. After a brief but thought-
provoking introductory talk from the  
minister, the Rev Stewart Love, we  
embarked on three short sessions of  
prayer in small groups covering various 
areas of need – our own congregations, 
the wider church, community and our 
nation and finally the world. Each section 
was led by one of the Clincarthill  
members. Gordon Macfarlane,  
Clincarthill’s Presbytery elder, in the 
course of his introduction to the time of 
prayer for our own congregations and the 
National Church, shared the following:  
 

“A couple of stark statistics show clearly 
the shape and size of the problem and the 
need for change 
Membership In the 4 years from 2015 - 
2019, membership fell by 50,000 (from 
363,600 to 312,200) with a  
corresponding drop in income, which 
means not so many salaries for - 
Ministry Posts Nationally, the figure 
of ministry posts will reduce from 1040 
to 660.  In Glasgow, this means 133 posts 
dropping to 84!” 
 

After making further points which  
highlighted the problems facing our  
National Church he produced a very  

helpful hand-out of points for prayer, the 
contents of which are reproduced below 
for your use. It read as follows: 
 

“A Dying Church or       
 A Reviving Church? 

 

Let’s pray for….. 
 

The Presbytery teams tasked with 
finding a workable and satisfactory 
means of allocating personnel and  
allocating resources 

The members who find the changes 
present challenges which are difficult for 
them and may take folk out of their  
comfort zones 
Congregations in rural areas who  
already have logistical difficulties 
Those lay members who will step up to 
the plate in helping to lead worship 

Those members who will take on  
pastoral duties instead of the minister 

Ministers whose methods of working 
will change radically 
 

And let us also… 
Give thanks for the new means of 

worship the existing covid restrictions 
have opened up for us; may these be  
developed and refined 

Develop more of a willingness and  
expertise for outreach and enable more 
folk to know Christ; may we be ever 
ready to welcome the stranger 
Be filled with optimism and hope ,  
overcoming all the barriers with  
optimism and positivity 
 

        …..recognise the many other  
opportunities for revival” 
 

Like those of us present, hopefully you 
will find these thoughts not only  
challenging but helpful reminders of 
some of the issues which should be part 
of the continuing prayer life of QPG over 
these coming months as we approach the 
conclusion of our time of Interim  
Ministry. Watch out for the dates of the 
next Prayer Breakfast. 
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“Daily Bread” NOTES: OCTOBER 
 
Challenging Corinthians       A tale of two leaders 
 

 
WAY IN….1 Samuel 16-20 
 

In these readings we read of the gradual demise of King Saul and the start 
of the difficult and protracted rise of David, ultimately to the monarchy. 
 

Saul had become king of Israel as a concession by Gid to Israel’s request 
for a king. But three times he disqualified himself and eventually God  
rejected him as king. Having rejected Saul God revealed David to Samuel 
the prophet who anointed him as future king. We see the rise of David 
from shepherd boy to national hero, king’s son in law and closest friend of 
Jonathan, the king’s son. But we also see him having to flee and become a 
fugitive. This is part of a transition of power from a failed king to one who 
will be a forerunner of Jesus Christ. 
By Emlyn Williams (adapted) 

Fri 1 1 Corinthians 

9:1-18 

Sun 17 Psalm 17 

Sat 2 1 Corinthians 

9:19-27 

Mon 18 1 Corinthians 15:12-19 

Sun 3 Psalm 15 Tue 19 1 Corinthians 15:20-34 

Mon 4 1 Corinthians 

10:1-13 

Wed 20 1 Corinthians 15:35-49 

Tue 5 1 Corinthians 

10:14-22 

Thur 21 1 Corinthians 15:50-58 

Wed 6 1 Corinthians 

10:23-11:1 

Fr 22 1 Corinthians 16:1-12 

Thur 7 1 Corinthians 

11:2-16 

Sat 23 1 Corinthians 16:13-24 

Fri 8 1 Corinthians 

11:17-34 

Sun 24 Psalm 18 

Sat 9 1 Corinthians 

12:1-11 

Mon 25 1 Samuel 16:1-23 

Sun 10 Psalm 16 Tue 26 1 Samuel 17:1-27 

Mon 11 1 Corinthians 

12:12-31 

Wed 27 1 Samuel 17:28-54 

Tue 13 1 Corinthians 

13:1-7 

Thur 28 1 Samuel 17:55-18:16 

Wed 12 1 Corinthians 

13:8-13 

Fri 29 1 Samuel 18:17-30 

Thur 14 1 Corinthians 

14: 1-19 

Sat 30 1 Samuel 19:1-24 

Fri 15 1 Corinthians 

14:20-40 

Sun 31 Psalm 19 

Sat 16 1 Corinthians 

15:1-11 
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      Air Purifiers   
        

We are looking for names  We used to be two but now 
there are six of us in the building. 
We are very moveable and here to clean the indoor air 
and keep you safe. 
 

We are part of the family now so please make us feel  
welcome and think of names for us (like Henry, James 
& Hetty Hoover) Send your suggestions to the Editor or 
drop a note in the box in the Welcome Hall by Monday 
11th October. 
(Editorial Team Suggestions:- 
Percy (Purifier)  -  Airy Alphonse  -  Peter (the Purger)  - 
Polly (Purifier)  -  Fresh Air Bear  -  Airy Fairy  -  Lobey 
Dosser  - Wendy (the Windy) 
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I’M  BACK ! 
 
As I returned from annual leave earlier this 
month, it has been great to see the return of 
other elements of the church and  
community’s life as restrictions ease. 
 
It was lovely to get along to the official 
return of Lunch Stop and enjoy a delicious 
meal, as well as get to know some folks 
from QPG church more, and also have the 
opportunity to chat with people from local 
communities. It was great to see how  
enthusiastic people were for Lunch Stop’s 
return to hear about how it had been an 
important and regular part of people’s 
weekly routines. I look forward to keep 
popping along, and so if anyone ever  
wishes to catch me for a chat and coffee, 
you’ll find me there on a Tuesday! 
 
I was also able to head along to the first 
community prayer breakfast at Clincarthill 
Church early one Saturday morning, and it 
was a great moment for myself (and I’m 
sure others) to be able to gather in prayer 
like this, in person, once again. I was also 
able to connect in with people who were 
greatly connected and involved with  
Govanhill, and as always it’s great to hear 
about what people are involved with in the 

area, and I’m  
hopeful these  
connections will 
allow you me to 
link in with  
Govanhill more. 
 
The Govanhill Open  
Museum hosted a 
wonderful evening online where people 
from Govanhill, and a local historian, 
shared their personal stories and  
experiences of the community. It was 
great to hear a variety of stories, from 
Govanhill’s beginnings, to how people 
from around the world have found a 
home in Govanhill, to the opportunities 
the community have provided for  
people. I would encourage everyone to 
have a listen to some of these stories 
when they are available on the Open 
Museums site, and also connect in with 
the project if you’re able to, to  
contribute to the development of a local 
mural and eventually, the Open Museum 
itself. 
 

As ever, if anyone at any point wants to 
have a coffee and a chat, on zoom or in 
person, please just get in touch! 

Amy 



 

 
 

 
OCTOBER  2021 

 

 

Spiritual sight 
 

The Very Rev Albert Bogle reflects on the story of the healing of Bartimaeus – 
and the important message for today. 

 
Light Night 

 
Thomas Baldwin reports on churches offering an alternative to Halloween. 

 
Moderator says pandemic has unveiled ‘spiritual longing’ 

 

Lynne McNeil reports from the first in-person Guild Gathering since 2019 
which took place in September in Edinburgh. 

 
Moderator and charities urge action for Afghan refugees 

 

Thomas Baldwin reports on a united Church and charities call for urgent  
support for refugees fleeing Afghanistan. 

 
An ‘amazing and supportive community’ 

 
Scott Derrick explains why he came back to 
Church and highlights some of his local 
church’s work centring around mental health 
support. 

 
COP26 engagement suggestions 

 
Next month, world leaders will gather in Glasgow for the COP26 climate  
conference. Christian Aid Scotland has produced a series of suggestions for 
how church members of different ages can get involved in the approach to the 
conference. 
 
All this, and reviews, crosswords, youth column, bible study, church  
registers and much more. News from the church – national and world 
wide. 
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 Club 170 
 
A big shout out this 
month to the small 
team who have kept 
the club running over the last  
eighteen months 
 
In addition to the three teams of 
three, baking has been faithfully  
provided by Morag on a weekly  
basis (with a couple of weeks off for 
good behaviour to go on holiday). 
David has resumed collecting fruit 
from Locavore and sandwiches are 
provided by members of the teams. 
 
Over this time visitor numbers have 
been around ten. People have come 
and gone but some regulars return 
on a weekly basis.  
 
The team give thanks for the kind 
donations from members of the  
congregation  
 
As colder weather approaches it 
would be great to think that we 
could return indoors rather than the 
carry-out service currently provided 
from the hall door. 
 
However we must work to  
restrictions and circumstances and 
be content that we are providing a 
much appreciated service.  
 
Your thoughts and prayers are  
appreciated. 
 
Club 170 Team  

History of Govanhill & 
Crosshill  

 
The Old Glasgow Club is  
somewhat nomadic this session as 
our usual venue of Adeladies in 
Bath Street is under-going  
renovations next year. COP26 in 
November has taken over all the 
city venues so we are delighted to 
be based at Queens Park Govanhill 
Welcome Hall for our meeting on 
Thursday 11th November at 7.30pm. 
 
As we are on the south side of the 
city we thought appropriate to ask 
Bruce Downie (amongst many other 
things - author of “Loved and Lost:   
Govanhill’s Built Heritage”) to be 
our speaker on the subject of the 
History of Govanhill & Crosshill.  
 
You are very welcome to join us 
that evening. Our visitor fee is £5  
but family discount will apply…..   
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INTIMATIONSINTIMATIONSINTIMATIONS   
 
 

1. Cases of illness or urgent pastoral need should be 
 intimated without  delay to the Minister. 
 
2. Any person who would like to become a communicant 
 member of the church should speak to the Minister. 

 

3. The final date for submitting articles for the November
 Magazine is Sunday 31st October. 
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TREASURER’S  REPORT  TO  30TH  SEPT  2021TREASURER’S  REPORT  TO  30TH  SEPT  2021TREASURER’S  REPORT  TO  30TH  SEPT  2021   
     
   Open Plate     £          56 
   Freewill Offerings    £     8,506 
   Gift Aid Freewill Offerings  £   38,976 
   Total       £   47,538 
   Average per Sunday (38 weeks)   £     1,251 

 

 
OTHER  INCOME  IN  August 
 
 
M. Borland, Treasurer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

GENERAL  FABRIC  FUNDGENERAL  FABRIC  FUNDGENERAL  FABRIC  FUND   
   

Balance at 1/1/21  £10,263 
+ Income        £  2,177
                 £12,440 
Expenditure       £  8,174 
Balance at 30/9/21      £  4,266 
   



OFFICEBEARERSOFFICEBEARERS  
 
 

 INTERIM MINISTER    Rev David Denniston         07903 926727 
 SESSION CLERK      Mr Jo Gibb        at Church Office
 FABRIC  TEAM      Mr. Euan Gibb         at Church Office
 HOSPITALITY  TEAM    Miss Morag Reid       at Church Office
 PASTORAL  TEAM          Miss Lexa Boyle       at Church Office
 MISSION  TEAM             Miss Lynn Flower       at Church Office
 PRAYER  TEAM             Miss Lexa Boyle       at Church Office 
 MINISTRY TEAM          Rev David Denniston      at Church Office   
 MUSIC & DRAMA TEAM   Mrs Lynn Gibb        at Church Office
 FINANCE  TEAM     Mr Lindsay Macqueen    at Church Office    
 ADMIN/OFFICE  TEAM      Mrs Rhona Hughes          at Church Office 
 EDUCATION  TEAM    Mr Malcolm Leitch       at Church Office
 TIME TALENTS MONEY TEAM   Mrs Joyce McNae    at Church Office 
 YOUTH  TEAM     Miss Lynn Flower           at Church Office  
 CONG.  TREASURER    Mrs. Margaret Borland    at Church Office   
 MAGAZINE  EDITOR    Mr. Malcolm Leitch      
             malcolmleitch135@btinternet.com    
 MAGAZINE DISTRIBUTION Mrs. Rhona Hughes  at Church Office
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Chestnut trees in Queen’s Park 


