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We'll Get Through This 

 
Lord, our troubles 

Are so great, 
We don't know what to do; 

The price for our 
Iniquity 

Is finally coming due. 
 

The world is crumbling 
All about; 

No safe place can be found. 
Right is wrong, 
Wrong is right; 

The change is quite profound. 
 

Lord, we need 
Your guiding light 

To lead us out of here; 
We'll focus on 

Your Word, and prayer, 
To take away our fear. 

 
Temptations of 

This dying world 
We'll rule out and let go; 

Give our burdens 
All to you, 

Shed all worldly woe. 
 

That's how we'll 
Get through this, Lord, 
Fixed on heaven above, 

Assured of your 
protection, help, 

And everlasting love. 

 
 

By Joanna Fuchs  
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From  our  Interim  MinisterFrom  our  Interim  MinisterFrom  our  Interim  Minister   
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Dear friends, 
 

‘Forget the former things; do not 
dwell on the past. See, I am doing a 

new thing. Now it springs up. Do you 
not perceive it?’ (Isaiah 43: 18-19a) 

 

Whether or not we welcome it, there is 
no doubt that new things are coming! 
The future for the Church of Scotland, 
for our Presbytery, and for our  
congregation will look very different 
from the past. And – as yet – it is not 
entirely clear what that future will look 
like. 
 
However, there are some things that are 
clear, and the statistics speak for  
themselves. Currently there are 127 
congregations (‘charges’) in Glasgow 
Presbytery. These are served by 146 
‘ministry posts’ (ie Parish Ministers 
and other ‘ministry staff’ such as we 
have in the person of Amy as our  
Community Outreach Worker). In fact, 
the plan that the Presbytery was  
working towards would have seen that 
reduce to 130 ministry posts. But this 
has now all changed since the last  
General Assembly where the situation 
facing the church was so starkly  
presented. The Presbytery of Glasgow 
now has to reduce its present 146  
ministry post to 84 ministry posts. 
This is clearly a huge reduction.  
 
There are not yet plans or indications as 
to how these reductions will be 
achieved. But the possibilities of  
congregations being grouped together 
and served by a ministry team, of more 
ministries being part-time rather than 
full-time, and more besides are very 
possible. 
But, lest we all become down-hearted 

and gloomy, I would  
encourage us see in all 
of this a positive  
opportunity and urge us 
all to seek to discern 
God’s purposes in it, to 
look for Jesus’ presence 
in it and to be open to 
the Spirit’s promptings in it,  
trusting that all of this may provide us 
with a chance to think anew about how we 
reshape the church, to reimagine how we 
maintain our worship and mission, and to 
reconsider our priorities. 
 
Could it be that this is a ‘God time’; a God
-given moment to refocus on what really 
matters?  
 
I truly believe that it could be, and one of 
my own priorities in my remaining months 
with you will be to help us to look with 
fresh eyes at what the future might hold, 
and help us all embrace that future and see 
in it the potential for a more effective 
church to emerge, equipped to engage in 
Christ’s ongoing mission, and empowered 
by God’s Spirit for our task. 
 
We will not be able to simply do the things 
we have always done in the way we have 
always done them. A new thing is  
emerging. And while this may be a  
resources driven necessity it also may very 
well be a God-given opportunity. 
 
Let us watch with hope for the new thing 
God is going to do! 
 

Your friend, 
 

David Denniston 
Interim Minister 
DDenniston@churchofscotland.org.uk 
07903 926727 



 

 
 
 

Hopes for Homecoming! 
 

There has been little about the Covid-19 
pandemic that has progressed as expected 
or as hoped for, and that includes our 
emergence from restrictions which has 
been repeatedly frustrated and delayed. 
None of us could have imagined back in 
March 2020 that we would be facing the 
restrictions that we still have to endure in 
summer 2021! 
 

So it is as well not to be too definite 
about plans or predictions going forward. 
However, it is looking reasonably likely 
that we will be progressing gradually  
towards the further easing of restrictions 
over coming weeks and the removal of all 
but a few restrictions sometime in  
August, all being well. 
 
Within our own congregation a wee 
group of those who have been working on 
risk assessments and looking at how and 
when we return to our normal activities 
etc. has been meeting and considering 
these matters. Euan Gibb has been  
recognised by the Kirk Session as our 
‘Covid Officer’ (it is a Scottish  
Government requirement that we have 
someone so designated), and Euan has 
been keeping our overall risk assessment 
updated. 

The return of various activities, groups 
and meetings inevitably and necessarily 

will be gradual and phased, and subject to 
ongoing monitoring and risk assessment 
etc.  
 
However, it is good to be even discussing 
such things and planning for the return of 
many of our groups and meetings etc., 
although some may not resume until well 
into the autumn. 
 
It has felt very much as if we have not 
been able to properly access our  
congregational ‘home’ in Queens Drive, 
and it will be so good to be able to ‘be at 
home’ once again. 
 
On that matter of homecoming, while it is 
too early to be definite or to set a date, the 
hope and plan is that sometime in late 
summer/early autumn we will have a  
special ‘homecoming’ weekend with  
special service on the Sunday to mark our 
‘proper’ return to our building for  
worship (and we hope that will be mainly 
without the current restrictions). 
 
While the provision of online worship 
followed by the live-casting from the 
church on Sundays has been a real  
blessing to so many, for most of us it has 
been no substitute for ‘in person’  
worship. Of course, there will be some 
who will not yet feel safe about attending 
in person, even when restrictions are  
further eased, and we recognise and 
acknowledge that. And there always have 
been those who for good reason are  
unable to attend in person.  
 
For those folks (and for all of us at times) 
the ongoing provision of worship on line 
or by telephone will remain a significant 
connection to the church family and  
worship, and will remain an important 
part of what we do. However, in spite of 
the blessings of online worship, most of 
us will be longing to return to restriction-
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free in person worship in the building. 
As someone recently posted in social  
media; 
 

Church on the sofa is nice, but … 

 

As church attendance numbers fade 
across the nation and online services 
become very convenient (who doesn't 
love not getting ready in the morning or 
leaving the home?!), it's important to 
remember why church attendance for 
you and your family matters so much.  
 

You can't serve from your sofa. You 
can't have community of faith on your 
sofa. You can't experience the power of 
a room full of believers worshipping 
together on your sofa. Christians aren't 
consumers either. We are contributors. 
We don't watch. We engage. We give. 
We sacrifice. We encourage. We do life 
together.  
 

The church needs you. And you need 
the church. Wherever you are, find a 
local church where you and your family 
can be part of community and use your 
talents to advance the kingdom and 
reach others. To come alongside one 
another physically, not just through a 
screen.  
 

While I'm grateful for technology to 
keep people connected that can't  
physically come to a facility or need to 
be away, it's absolutely not like being in 
the building. Never will be. Yes, church 
on the sofa is nice. But it'll never be the 
same as church in the sanctuary.  
 
All of which is true, even if online  
worship is better that no worship for 
those of us who – for whatever reason – 
cannot gather in the building. 
 
Let us look forward to and hope for a 
joyful ‘homecoming’ before too long! 
 

David Denniston 

Forthcoming Services 
 

NB – The Theme for 4th July has 
changed since publication in the June 

edition of the Magazine 
For most of our summer Sundays our 

services will be based on passages 
from the Letter to the Ephesians. 

 

4th July ‘Blessings in Christ’

 Ephesians 1: 3-14   

11th July ‘One in Christ’ 

 Ephesians 2: 11-22 

18th July GUEST PREACHER

 Revd Iain Reid   

25th July ‘Glory in Christ’ 

 Ephesians 3: 14-21 

1stAugust ‘United in Christ’ 

 Ephesians 4: 1-16 

A reminder that those wishing to  
attend worship in the building must 
first register their intention with the 
Session Clerk, Jo Gibb. The services 
are live-cast on YouTube, Facebook 
and the congregational webpage for 
those who cannot or choose not to 
attend at this stage. A recording of 
the service will thereafter remain 
available online and be accessible via 
the phone number 0141 473 6899. 

Please remember… 
 

‘Thought for the Day’ continues 
to be published on a daily basis 
(except for Sunday) on our 
webpage and is also available by 
email and on the phone number 
0141 473 6899.  
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During my couple of months at 
Queen’s Park Govanhill I’ve been  
concentrating on getting to know a 
brand new community. Getting to 
know any community is an important 
part of this type of work, but as a born 
and raised Eastender, who has  
primarily worked in the East end, this 
really is a whole new world! 
 
I’ve explored just the tip of  
Govanhill’s vibrancy, creativity, and 
history. It is a community, I have  
discovered, that is deeply passionate 
about working for the best of those in 
and around the area, and one that goes 
to lengths to meet the needs of local 
people – and I include QPG church in 
this description! 
 
I have had the wonderful opportunity 
to meet with our friends and  
neighbours at The Well and The Point, 
learning of their different means of 
serving the community and their plans 
for the future as we move into life with 

less restrictions. I’ve also been able to 
explore just a few of the multitude of 
local cafes and businesses in Govanhill 
– an iced coffee from Transylvania  
Café was particularly welcome one hot 
and sunny day. 
 

A new project – the Govanhill Opeb 
Museum – also held its launch on 
zoom, and I’m very hopeful that in the 
future as the project develops, that 
QPG will be able to contribute the 
church’s insight and memories of  
Govanhill throughout the years to its 
development.  

In the meantime, I would encourage 
anyone local to, or well connected to 
Govanhill, to sign up for their focus 
groups at tinyurl.com/govanhillom to 
contribute to the project on an  
individual basis. 
 
As I mentioned on Sunday, if anyone 
at any point wants to have a coffee and 
a chat, on zoom or in person, please 
just get in touch! 

Amy 
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Queen’s Park Holiday Club 
 

It is our intention to run a Holiday Club for two weeks at the end of the 

summer holidays with, of course, some changes and limitations to keep   

everyone safe. (weeks beginning 26th July and 2nd Aug).   We hope to use 

the park as much as possible and the outdoor space around the church.      

Although breakfast and lunch will be provided by funding from Glasgow 

City Council Holiday Hunger Fund, we are responsible for providing  

activities, games and crafts to ensure all attending have a great time. Due 

to Covid it will be essential that all children attending have all their own 

equipment and we are looking for your help with this.  We’d be delighted to 

have donations of small bottles of hand sanitiser, packs of coloured      

pencils, felt pens, children’s scissors and glue sticks.  If you can help with 

this by adding one item to your shopping a box will be available for leaving 

items in the church vestibule.  Your help and support would be very much 

appreciated.    



 Australia's biggest export is   
boomerangs. 
It's also their biggest import.  
 
What do a midgie and the Eiffel 
Tower have in common? 
They’re both Paris sites. 
 
My husband got stung by a wasp on 
the forehead. 
He’s at A&E now, his face all  
swollen and bruised; he almost died. 
Luckily I was close enough to hit the 
wasp with my shovel. 
 
The other day I visited the charity 
shop and picked up an old record  
album called “Sound of Wasps”. 
When I got home and played it I  
realised it didn’t sound anything 
like wasps! 
Turns out I’d been playing the bee 
side. 
 
I told my suitcases just now there 
will be no holidays this year. 
I’m now dealing with emotional  
baggage. 
 
An old, tired-looking dog wandered 
into our garden. 
I could tell from his collar and well-
fed belly that he had a home. 
He followed me into the house, 
down the hall, and fell asleep on the 
couch. 
An hour later, he went to the door, 
and I let him out. 
The next day he was back, resumed 
his position on the couch and slept 
for an hour. 
This continued for several weeks. 
Curious, I pinned a note to his  

collar: “Every afternoon your dog 
comes to my house for a nap.” 
The next day he arrived with a  
different note pinned to his collar: 
“He lives in a home with four  
children – he’s trying to catch up 
on his sleep. Can I come with him  
tomorrow?” 
 
The CEO of IKEA was just elected 
president in Sweden. 
He should have his cabinet  
together by the end of the week. 
 
A German Shepherd, a  
Doberman, and a Cat died. 
In Heaven, all three faced God, 
who wanted to know what they 
believed in. 
The German Shepherd said, “I  
believe in discipline, training, and 
loyalty to my master.” 
“Good!” said God. “Sit at my right 
side.” 
Then God asked, “Doberman, 
what do you believe in?” 
The Doberman answered, “I  
believe in the love, care, and  
protection of my master.” 
“Aha,” said God, “You may sit on 
my left.” 
Then God looked at the cat and 
asked, “And what do you believe 
in?” 
“I believe,” replied the cat, “That 
you are sitting in my seat.” 
 
In a freak accident today, a  
photographer was killed when a 
huge lump of cheddar landed on 
him. 
To be fair though, the people who 
were being photographed did try 
to warn him. 
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All in the month of JULY 

 

It was: 
 

100 years ago, on 1st July 1921 that 
the Chinese Communist Party was  
founded. 
 

Also 100 years ago, on 10th July 1921 
that Belfast’s Bloody Sunday took 
place.  Protestant loyalists attacked 
Catholic enclaves and set fire to 
homes and businesses, sparking  
rioting and gun battles. At least 17 
people were killed and more than 70 
injured. 2,000 people were left  
homeless. 
 

Also 100 years ago, on 30th July 1921 
that the hormone insulin was  
discovered by Frederick Banting and 
Charles Best at the University of  
Toronto. 
 

80 years ago, on 19th 
July 1941 that British 
Prime Minister  
Winston Churchill 
launched his ‘V for 
Victory’ campaign.   
 

75 years ago, on 22nd 
July 1946 that the 
King David Hotel bombing took place 
in Jerusalem. The Irgun (a  
militant right-wing Zionist group) 
bombed the hotel which housed the 
British administrative headquarters for 
Palestine. 91 people were killed. 
 

60 years ago, on 1st July 1961 that  
Diana, Princess of Wales, was born. 
(Killed in a car crash in 1997) 
 

Also 60 years ago, on 2nd July 1961, 
that Ernest Hemingway, American 

novelist and short story writer, died. 
Winner of the 1954 Nobel Prize in 
Literature. Best known for For Whom 
the Bell Tolls, A Farewell to Arms, 
and The Old Man and the Sea.  
(Suicide) 
 
40 years ago, on 4th July 1981, that 
the Toxteth riots broke out in  
Liverpool. 
 
Also 40 years ago, on 17th July 1981 
that the Humber Bridge, linking 
Yorkshire and Lincolnshire, was  
officially opened. It was the world’s 
longest single-span suspension bridge 
at that time.   
 
Also 40 years ago, on 29th July 1981 
that the marriage of Prince Charles 
and Lady Diana Spencer took place at 
St Paul’s Cathedral in London. 
 
25 years 
ago, on 
5th July 
1996 that 
the first 
cloned 
mammal 
was 
born. 
Dolly the 
sheep was born at the Roslin Institute 
in Edinburgh. (Died 2003) 
 

15 years ago, on 15th July 2006 that 
Twitter, the micro-blogging social 
network, was launched. 
 

10 years ago, on 23rd July 2011 that 
Amy Winehouse, British soul/R&B/
jazz singer and songwriter died. 
(Alcohol poisoning, aged 27) 
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He was shot twice in the head at a  
roundabout in the town. Witnesses said 
local police and armed forces ordered  
vehicles to stop and compelled local  
residents and business owners to watch the 
killing. They were warned that anyone  
attacking the security forces would suffer a 
similar fate. 
 

After Amanuel’s killing, security forces 
harassed his family and mourners present 
at his home. One mourner said about 35 
people had their mobile phones and ID 
confiscated before being released from 
Dembi Dollo police station hours later. 
 

Since the killing, government authorities 
have further intimidated Dembi Dollo  
residents, including Amanuel’s family 
members and friends. 
 

INDIA and NEPAL 
Christian leaders in India and Nepal are 
dying of Covid-19 at such a rate that 
scores of Christian ministries are in danger 
of closing because there is no one to lead 
them. Black fungus now poses an  
additional deadly threat in India. 
 

Both India and Nepal have lost many of 
their church leaders to the Covid-19  
pandemic, leaving their sick, frightened 
and hungry congregations without pastoral 
care. 
In addition, at least 40 ministries in India 
are in danger of closing down, simply  
because their leaders have died and there is 
no one able to replace them. Over 2,000 
pastors and other Christian leaders have 
already died in India. 
Many poor Christians have no food to eat.  
A highly infectious strain of Covid-19 has 
overwhelmed India, producing “a health 
and economic crisis of unprecedented  
proportions. Many recovering Covid-19 
patients in India have been infected by the 
“black fungus” which maims or kills many 
of its victims.  

 
CHINA 
Four years ago, Gao Zhisheng went       
missing. The Chinese Christian lawyer had 
been under house arrest for years due to his 
human rights work, before disappearing 
completely in August 2017. He’s believed 
to be in some form of detention, but no one 
has been able to see him since. 
 

The years of worry about Gao have taken 
their toll on his family. For them, and the 
families of countless others around the 
world who have gone missing in  
connection with their faith, it’s the not 
knowing that’s the worst part. 
 

At any one time there may be thousands of 
people worldwide who have been 
‘disappeared’ for their beliefs – or, like 
Gao, because of the action their faith       
inspires them to take.  
 

Waiting in fear is surely one of the most 
agonising of all human experiences. Each 
of these missing people leaves behind 
loved ones. For those families, every  
minute that passes builds on the seemingly 
never-ending torture, and it can be almost         
impossible to find any hope. 
 

ETHIOPIA 
A 17-year-old Ethiopian Christian has been 
shot dead without trial in broad daylight in 
Dembi Dollo, Oromia region. Oromia  
regional special forces, assisted by local 
police, claimed that Amanuel Wondi-
mu belonged to the banned Oromo Libera-
tion Army (OLA), recently identified by 
the government as a terrorist group. His 
family strenuously deny such association. 
 
On 11 May they arrested, beat and paraded 
Amanuel, forcing him to shout, “I am a 
member of Abba Torbe (part of the OLA). 
Don’t do what I did. Learn from me.” 
The town’s administration posted a video 
on social media in which security forces 
taunt the bloodied teenager with a handgun  
tied around his neck. 
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Club 170 
 

The Club continues week 
by week operating on a 
“three man rota” on a 
three week cycle.  
 

Although our visitors are unable to 
enter the building and have a seat at 
a table in the Gateway Hall, most 
are happy for a chat (depending on 
the queue!)  This has also been 
helped by the recent good spell of 
weather.  
 

For a couple of weeks this month, 
cakes are being provided courtesy 
of Mr Kipling. Morag, our own 
Mary Berry, taking a well-deserved 
holiday. 
 

Thanks to everyone involved in 
preparing, collecting food and  
serving. Special thanks to Betty for 
keeping it all running smoothly! 
 
Club 170 Team  
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Thank you to all the members of 
Queens Park Govanhill for their 
good wishes and prayers following 
my hip operation. I visited the 
physio yesterday and am now able 
to increase my exercise regime so 
hopefully its onwards and upwards. 
 
Louise Laing  

 

Thanks from Janette 
 
Janette Knox would like to thank 
everyone for their good wishes, 
cards & flowers during her time in 
hospital in recent months.  
 
She is now settled in the Three 
Bridges Care Home, Cathcart and, 
with restrictions easing, would be 
very happy to see friends. 

Sitting in 
the small 
garden 
outside the 
toilets is 
this stone 
effect tub. 
It has not 
been used 
for some 
time as 
there are no drainage holes. Can 
anyone put us right on its back 
story. If no one can it could be put 
into bric-a-brac in a future coffee 
morning.  

Green Fingers McGinnigle 



  
 
 
 
 
 
Renee Dunwoodie would like to 
thank everyone for the beautiful  
flowers she received. Renee broke 
her ankle 2 weeks ago and was in 
Hospital for 2 days.  She is now 
home and 
managing to 
walk with her 
zimmer and 
boot and  
hoping it will 
not be too 
long  
before she 
gets the cast 
off.   
Renee sends 
everyone her thanks and love. 
 
 
Many thanks 
for flowers, 
cards,  
telephone 
calls, texts 
and Video 
Links  
received for 
my 80th 
Birthday 
from our 
Church  
Family. I was  
overwhelmed 
by such  
kindness and thoughtfulness. 
 
Alice Neil 
 

I wish to thank all my friends in 
the Church for the lovely  
flowers and cards I received  
after my  
recent  
accident. 
They were 
much  
appreciated. 
 
Hopefully I 
am now on the mend and am  
looking forward to getting the 
plaster casts off at the end of June. 
 
Meg (Wood) 
 

ooooooo 

 
Rev John Lloyd 
 

We were unable to obtain an  
address to send the family flowers 
therefore the Flower Team 
have planted a tree in the  
Caledonian Forest, outside  
Inverness, in his memory. 
 
The Flower Team 
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FOODBANK 
 

The past year has seen quite a few 
changes in the foodbank.   The  
onset of Covid meant some of the 
mature members of the team were 
unable to attend for quite some 
time.  I am extremely grateful to 
Mark who led the team for many 
months in my absence. 
 

There was a long period when we 
were overwhelmed by the number 
of people in need coming to the 
foodbank.   As many as 70 on  
occasions!   We now have around 
30 or so people dependant on the 
support of the foodbank each week.  
 

Unfortunately we had to close for a 
few weeks in May due to the lack 
of volunteers.   Several of the team 
returned to work and some had  
other commitments.  Happily this 
situation has been resolved!  A call 
for help was put out and I am  
delighted to say 11 new volunteers 
were recruited from the local  
community and have joined the 
team.  Those of us who have been 
away from active duty are all back 
too and raring to go! 
   

Many thanks to all who donated 
food, money and vouchers over this 
challenging time.    Please continue 
to support the foodbank with your 
prayers and donations. 
 

Thank you. 
 

Wendy  

Prayers for July 
 
District no 29 Lexa Boyle and no 10 
Lynn Flower and the people of their 
districts. 
 

 Give thanks for the daily 
thoughts and weekly service 
and for blessing on those  

 preparing them. 
 Remember the Lodging House  

Mission as they open their 
doors on 1st July- for Gus 
Smeaton and for the need for 
more volunteers. 

 Pray for the holiday club at 
the end of the month-for the 
leaders and the children who 
come. 

 Ask for blessing on the  
 vaccination Programme -may 
 the vaccine be available to  
 people in every corner of the 
 world. 
 Pray for ourselves as we face a 

different church life. Ask the 
Lord for renewed commitment 
to our God. Ask for wisdom 
guidance and love to face the 
future. 

 

It is not a smooth nor easy way;  
neither will the way be fair and  

pleasant. 
But whoever saw the invisible God 

and His fair city makes no reckoning 
of losses or crosses. 

In, ye must be, cost what it will and 
see what a fair legacy your dying 

friend has left you, 
It wanteth nothing but the  

possession. 
 

(Samuel Rutherford) 
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 Wartime Chips 
 

Try to picture the scene. It’s a crisp 
afternoon in Spring 1942. My sister 
and I, together with a small boy  
belonging to a neighbour are mean-
dering slowly home from school. We 
had just visited a small pond to see if 
the frog spawn was showing any 
signs of producing tadpoles. One of 
us had brought along a jam jar to 
take some spawn home so as to  
witness the transformation at close 
quarters. We had been searching for 
birds’ nests in the large beech hedge 
also, with considerable success.  
 

All the time we were conscious of 
the scents of Spring all around us.  – 
but there was a faint aroma from the 
house which was hard to identify at 
first but vaguely familiar. Then   
suddenly, realisation dawned! 
“Chips” I yelled, “Chips!” Without a 
word all three of us broke into a run 
which did not end until we burst into 
mother’s kitchen. We were to find 
her red-faced and perspiring as she 
wrestled with a large chip pan, the 
contents of which were being added 
to the large heap being kept warm in 
the oven. 
 

To produce chips on that scale  
required potatoes of quality –  
Golden Wonder, Duke of York, 
Kerr’s Pink and so on. There was 
however another important  
ingredient – lard as cooking fat. This 
was at the time very strictly rationed 
to about two ounces a week. 
 

It is recorded that Churchill, Prime 
Minister in the war years, grew so 
irritated by constant complaints 

about rationing that he demanded to 
be shown a typical ration on the 
Cabinet Room table. This was duly 
done and when he entered the room, 
he examined it closely. Finally, he 
declared, “Well I must say that what 
is before me seems perfectly  
adequate.” There was a stunned  
silence, broken only when a junior 
civil servant plucked up enough 
courage to say, “Prime Minister, I 
think you misunderstand. What you 
see before you is one person’s  
rations for a week, not a day as you 
suppose.” Churchill’s reply is not 
recorded! 

That afternoon in 1942 the chips we 
saw were the result of self-sacrifice. 
Mother had been saving her own tiny 
portion of lard for several weeks to 
provide us with a feast. Never in all 
the years since have chips tasted so 
good, so delicious. The thought still 
stimulates the taste buds!  
 
Self-sacrifice is one of the greatest 
Christian virtues, even at the level of 
chips, The magic ingredient of our 
feast was not of course the lard, but 
love. Even at the tender age of nine 
or ten, I understood that very much. 
 

MDM 
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“Daily Bread” NOTES: JULY 
 
Good news in darkness        Fair weather friends?  
 

 
 
WAY IN….to Job 4-10 
 

The book of Job gives us an insight into spiritual pain. It tells the  
story of a good man, with a strong faith in God who loses everything. 
We share his distress as he and his friends struggle to make sense of 
his situation, and its implications for his faith. 
 

The COVID 19 pandemic presents another situation in which people 
struggle to make sense of suffering. The book of Job does not give us 
an easy answer, but it does enable us to see why some solutions fall 
short. The book as a whole illustrates that a full understanding of 
God’s reasons for events is not a prerequisite for faithfulness amid 
terrible suffering. 
 

By Phil Winn (adapted) 

Thur 1 Job 4 Sat 17 Matthew 11:20-24 

Fr 2 Job 5 Sun 18 Psalm 4 

Sat 3 Job 6 Mon 19 Matthew 11:25-30 

Sun 4 Psalm 2 Tue 20 Matthew 12:1-14 

Mon 5 Job 7 Wed 21 Matthew 12:15-21 

Tue 6 Job 8 Thur 22 Matthew 12:22-37 

Wed 7 Job 9 Fri 23 Matthew 12:38-50 

Thur 8 Job 10 Sat 24 Job 11:1-20 

Fri 9 Matthew 9:35–10:4 Sun 25 Psalm 5 

Sat 10 Matthew 10:5-15 Mon 26 Job 12:1-25 

Sun 11 Psalm 3 Tue 27 Job 13:1-28 

Mon 12 Matthew 10:16-23 Wed 28 Job 14:1-22 

Tue 13 Matthew 10:24-33 Thur 29 Job 15:1-35 

Wed 14 Matthew 10:34-42 Fri 30 Job 16:1-21 

Thur15 Matthew 11:1-6 Sat 31` Job 16:22-17:16 

Fr 16 Matthew 11:7-19     

15 



 

 
 

 
JULY  2021 

 

Planting for the future 
 

The Very Rev Albert Bogle explains how sowing seeds will allow shoots to be 
shaped for the future as he considers the influence of heritage. 
 

The Church in 2121 
 

As the Church of Scotland grapples with some of 
its biggest changes in generations – and as the 
pace of social change continues to impact, a range 
of contributors offer their thoughts on how church 
communities might look in 100 years from now. 
 

General Assembly 2021- ‘not an easy ask’ 
 

Thomas Baldwin reports from the blended General Assembly of the Church of 
Scotland which took place in Edinburgh in May. 
 

Welcoming the stranger 
 

Thomas Baldwin reports on the Church of Scotland’s call for fairer treatment 
of asylum seekers and refugees. 
 

Kirk minister in COP26 role 
 

A Church of Scotland minister has been appointed by Glasgow 
Churches Together as their ambassador to the UN climate 
change conference COP26, which comes to the city in  
November. The Rev Dr Martin Johnstone will work with  
member churches, ecumenical organisations, civil society 
groups and the Scottish and UK governments to seek  
transformational outcomes from the high profile summit. 
 

A wilderness menu 
 

The Very Rev Dr Derek Browning shows how God’s hospitality continues in 
both times of wilderness and times of plenty. 
 
All this, and reviews, crosswords, youth column, bible study, church regis-
ters and much more. News from the church – national and world wide. 
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 SOME GOOD NEWS - FOR A CHANGE! 
 

In late March this year, the Church of 
Scotland, circulated each congregation 
with the news that money was being 
made available to organisations  
throughout the country to enable them to 
“Adapt and Thrive” in the changed  
circumstances in which they were being 
forced to operate as a result of the Covid-
19 Pandemic. The funding was designed 
to enable all community – based  
organisations including churches to  
purchase the necessary equipment which 
would allow them to function safely once 
restrictions on public gatherings had been 
lifted to allow people to meet together 
again. The authority making the awards 
and grants was “Foundation Scotland”, a 
government financed body, which  
controls a whole host of smaller funds 
designed to meet almost every  
imaginable need.  
 

This development was brought to the  
attention of the Team Leaders by our  
Interim Minister at their meeting in early 
April and the decision was taken to apply 
for this “Adapt and Thrive” funding. The 
task of completing the application was 
delegated to a small sub-committee of 
Joyce MacNae, Euan Gibb and David 
Smith. Their task was greatly aided by 
Joyce and Gavin’s daughter, Lucy, who 
in the course of her work in TV and  
Media production had acquired  
invaluable first-hand experience of how 
to make spaces “Covid-safe”.  Lucy and 
her Mum carried out a “walk – through” 
of the Church buildings and submitted a 
list of not only what was required but 
from where each item could be sourced. 
This was an enormous help in the  
compilation of the application and we are 
greatly indebted to Lucy for her expert 
advice given so promptly. 
 

The completion of the application which 
had to be done “on-line” was an  
unexpectedly challenging task. The level 

of detail required was mind  
boggling – names and addresses of the  
applying organisation’s “committee” 
which in our case was the Kirk Session, 
names and dates of birth!! of the   
Chairman (our Interim Minister), the  
Secretary (our Session Clerk) and  the 
Treasurer (our Church Treasurer), a full 
copy of the most recent accounts  
including the auditor’s report, the name 
of an independent referee, a copy of  our  
constitution, a copy of our Safeguarding 
Policy as well as a detailed explanation 
of how we would be using any award for 
the benefit of the surrounding  
community. The continuation during the 
pandemic of the Foodbank, Club 170 and 
the probable reopening of the Holiday 
Club made that part relatively  
straightforward.  While providing all that 
detail was tedious and time-consuming it 
is reassuring to know that the  
disbursement of public funds is subject to 
such an intense level of scrutiny.  
 

One month after submission of the  
application, we were notified that a  
follow-up phone conversation to go over 
various aspects of the application would 
take place and that “it could last up to 
one hour”! However it proved to be a 
very friendly and understanding chat. The 
young lady who had scrutinised our  
submission had noted that in the last few 
years, we had recorded a deficit and were 
in no position to spend large amounts 
without raiding our investments and the 
end result was that on June 24th word 
came through that we had been granted 
the full amount for which we had applied 
- £2994!  Hallelujah!     So, we will be 
able to make the necessary purchases of 
protective Perspex screens, hand sanitiser 
with dispensers, air purifiers, face  
protectors and masks to enable us to meet 
in safety and resume many of our  
outreach activities once the Scottish  
Government and the Church of Scotland 
have given us the go-ahead.   
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Remember 

what the 

church doors 

look like? 

GREAT  NEWS 
A court in Kano State, Nigeria, has  
acquitted Professor Solomon Tarfa on 
charges of ‘running an illegal   orphanage’ 
and ‘criminal conspiracy and abduction of 
minors’. Hallelujah! This is truly amazing 
news, and we praise God. 
 

The professor has faced a series of false 
charges, including child abduction and  
forgery, and appears to have been targeted 
simply for running a Christian orphanage. 
You may remember that, on Christmas Day 
2019, over 60 plain clothes policemen  
raided the Du Merci Centre in Kano City 
and arrested the professor. Over the  
coming days, 27 children were removed 
from the Du Merci centres and placed in a  
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government-run home, where they have 
been harassed, prevented from attending 
church, and reportedly assaulted.  
 

Earlier this year five of the youngest  
children were forcibly relocated to an 
orphanage in a remote area. Our sources 
later reported that three of these children 
looked ‘ill and emaciated’ and had had 
their names changed to Muslim ones.  
 

The Tarfa family’s ordeal is not over. 16 
children are still waiting to be returned 
home, and Professor Tarfa will appear in 
court again on 27 July to defend the  
forgery charge.  
But today we celebrate, knowing that 
God has answered our prayers, and  
believing he will continue to do so.  



INTIMATIONSINTIMATIONSINTIMATIONS   
 
 

1. Cases of illness or urgent pastoral need should be 
 intimated without  delay to the Minister. 
 
2. Any person who would like to become a communicant 
 member of the church should speak to the Minister. 

 

3. The final date for submitting articles for the August
 Magazine is Sunday 25th July. 
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TREASURER’S  REPORT  TO  30th JUNE  2021TREASURER’S  REPORT  TO  30th JUNE  2021TREASURER’S  REPORT  TO  30th JUNE  2021   
     
   Open Plate     £          47 
   Freewill Offerings    £     5.615 
   Gift Aid Freewill Offerings  £   28,254 
   Total       £   33,916 
   Average per Sunday (26 weeks)   £     1,304 

 

 
OTHER  INCOME  IN  JUNE 
 
 
M. Borland, Treasurer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

GENERAL  FABRIC  FUNDGENERAL  FABRIC  FUNDGENERAL  FABRIC  FUND   
   

Balance at 1/1/21  £10,263 
+ Income        £  1,478
                 £11,741 
Expenditure       £  4,298 
Balance at 30/6/21      £  7,443 
   



OFFICEBEARERSOFFICEBEARERS  
 
 

 INTERIM MINISTER    Rev David Denniston         07903 926727 
 SESSION CLERK      Mr Jo Gibb        at Church Office
 FABRIC  TEAM      Mr. Euan Gibb         at Church Office
 HOSPITALITY  TEAM    Miss Morag Reid       at Church Office
 PASTORAL  TEAM          Miss Lexa Boyle       at Church Office
 MISSION  TEAM             Miss Lynn Flower       at Church Office
 PRAYER  TEAM           
 MINISTRY TEAM          Rev David Denniston      at Church Office   
 MUSIC & DRAMA TEAM   Mrs Lynn Gibb        at Church Office
 FINANCE  TEAM     Mr Lindsay Macqueen    at Church Office    
 ADMIN/OFFICE  TEAM      Mrs Rhona Hughes          at Church Office 
 EDUCATION  TEAM    Mr Malcolm Leitch       at Church Office
 TIME TALENTS MONEY TEAM   Mrs Joyce McNae    at Church Office 
 YOUTH  TEAM     Miss Lynn Flower           at Church Office  
 CONG.  TREASURER    Mrs. Margaret Borland    at Church Office   
 MAGAZINE  EDITOR    Mr. Malcolm Leitch      
             malcolmleitch135@btinternet.com    
 MAGAZINE DISTRIBUTION Mrs. Rhona Hughes  at Church Office
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The turquoise sea of the 
Firth of Clyde thanks to the 

outbreak of algae. 
 

(photo taken from Ardrossan 
to Brodick Ferry) 


