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From our Interim Minister 
Dear friends, 
‘All of them were filled with the Holy 

Spirit’ (Acts 2: 4) 
 

On the 23rd of this month, the church 
will celebrate the Day of Pentecost and 
the coming of the Holy Spirit in fulness 
and power upon the disciples.  
 

This year, as is often the case, the feast 
of Pentecost coincides with the General 
Assembly of the Church of Scotland. It 
has often occurred to me that on the 
years when this occurs, it is an  
intriguing and interesting juxtaposition! 
 

I have told you before how my own 
call to Ministry was suddenly and  
unexpectedly sparked one Sunday 
morning when I was sitting at worship 
in our building at 170 Queens Drive, 
back in the early 1970s. My wife, Jane, 
had an equally unexpected and clear 
sense of call to Ministry. But for her it 
came as she was sitting in the visitors’ 
gallery at the General Assembly one 
year when I was a commissioner back 
in the 1990s. 
 

It struck her as an unusual and  
somewhat surprising place to sense 
God’s call! When she recounted the 
incident to a friend, the friend said that 
he was relieved (if also a little  
surprised) to know that God turned up 
at the General Assembly! Very  
amusing! 
 

But sometimes that easy, light-hearted 
cynicism is misplaced. Too easily and 
too readily we can dismiss the Church 
to which we belong as simply a lifeless 
organisation. But that is unfair and 
does not take account of the evidence 
of what God has done and is doing 
through the Church of Scotland. The 
extensive social care of Crossreach, the 

national witness,  
mission throughout the 
world, representing 
Gospel values to the 
nation and to those in 
authority, enabling 
fresh expressions of 
church and new  
initiatives in mission, planting new  
congregations, supporting many key  
projects, resourcing work in Priority Areas 
and so on and on. All of this is evidence of 
what God is doing through the Kirk.  
 

Of course, there can be frustrations and 
irritations. That is true in any family (and 
we are a family!) But God remains at work 
in and through the National Church of 
which we are a part and to which we  
belong. 
 

However, never in our lifetimes have 
things been so challenging for the Church 
of Scotland as they are just now, and  
rarely has there been a General Assembly 
where so many difficult and significant 
decisions will have to be made with  
consequences for all of us in local  
congregations. 
 

So, let us pray that the Holy Spirit of God 
would come anew in power upon the 
Church of Scotland as happened at  
Pentecost. Let us pray that the Spirit 
would sweep through the church to renew 
and revive. And let us ask God to guide 
and direct the General Assembly. And let 
us not allow ourselves to be tempted by an 
easy but corrosive cynicism regarding the 
Church of Scotland. God has done and is 
still doing amazing things in and through 
the Kirk, and he will continue to do so! 
 

Your friend, 
 

David Denniston, Interim Minister 
07903 926727 
DDenniston@churchofscotland.org.uk 



 

 
 
 

Forthcoming Services 
 
2nd May EASTER 5  
             ‘The True Vine’  John 15: 1-8 
9th May EASTER 6  
                     ‘The Command to Love’ 
16th May ASCENSION  
                                   ‘The Ascension’ 
23rd May PENTECOST  
                              ‘The Spirit Comes’ 
30th May TRINITY  
               ‘The Trinity’ 
6th June ‘Kingship and  
                      Kinship’ Mark 3: 20-35
  
From Sunday 2nd May we will be 
worshipping again in the church 
building, but observing a number of 
restrictions. Those wishing to attend 
must first register their intention 
with the Session Clerk, Jo Gibb. It is  
intended to live-cast the services on 
YouTube, Facebook and the  
congregational webpage for those 
who cannot or choose not to attend 
at this stage. A recording of the  
service will thereafter remain  
available online and be accessible via 
the phone number 0141 473 6899. 
 
 

Please remember… 
 

‘Thought for the Day’ continues to be 
published on a daily basis (except for 
Sunday) on our webpage and is also 
available by email and on the phone 
number 0141 473 6899.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Club 170 
This month Club 170 will have been 
in existence for nineteen years. In the 
early days we had around seventy 
people attending on a Sunday between 
5 and 6 pm. For the last year, as most 
folks know, we have been operating 
on a very reduced scale – meal-wise, 
number-wise and time-wise.  
 

Currently we cater for ten people each 
week (with extra supplies in case  
required). Our own Mary Berry has 
been baking throughout the pandemic 
providing some very welcome“tasties” 
to accompany the meal pot and two 
pieces of fruit per person, generously 
donated each week by Locavore on 
Victoria Road.  
 

Sandwiches are made by members of 
the three person club team each week. 
Pasta and soup packet meals are also 
added to the bags.  The weather is 
warming up, but over the winter 
months a choice of hot drinks has 
been on offer with the food bag. Hot  
chocolate still being the preferred 
choice of our visitors at the time of 
writing.  
 

The club received a very kind  
donation of Easter eggs, all of which 
were given out to very happy  
recipients on Easter Sunday.  
 

When we opened the doors in 2002 
we didn’t know what to expect. It has 
been a learning process for all con-
cerned with highs and lows, happy 
and sad occasions. We certainly never 
imagined the events of the last year 
but we are still plugging along.  
Here’s to happier times for all as we 
head in to our twentieth year.       

Club 170 Team  
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PRAYER DIARY 
 

Items for prayer  
 District Number 5  Marjory Percy 
 District No. 26 Mima Rankin    
 and all the people in their care 
 General Assembly (end of May)  
 New Moderator Baron J Wallace 
 New MSP’s 
 Appointment of our Community  
 Outreach Worker 
 India, Brazil with high incidence 
 of Covid 19 and so many deaths 
 Countries where conflict and  
 persecution endanger life. So  
 often affecting Christian  
 communities . 
 Pray that despite the effects of the  
 Pandemic, children and young 
 people will be able to realise their 
 full potential , 
 Especially pray for the young 
 people of our church family. 
 

These days of the pandemic we are 
acutely aware of our hands, washing 
them, where we touch . The bible  
mentions hands very frequently such as 
in Exodus  17 vv 10-13. 
So Joshau fought the Amalekites  as 
Moses ordered and when Moses hands 
grew tired they took a  stone and put it 
under him and he sat on it .Aaron and 
Hur held his hands up so that his hands 
remained steady till sunset . So Joshua 
overcame the Amalekite army with the 
sword 
We like Moses can feel tired and weary 
in our prayer life .We value and need 
the support of each other . Only when 
our hands are raise in prayer together 
can victory over evil and sin be  
assured .The Lord is always ready to 
listen so let us together lift up our 
hands  to Him. 
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Very well done 
and thank you to 
everyone who 
made our online 
worship so special 
during our Easter 
season.   

 

All the services during Holy 
Week finishing with Easter 
Sunday service were excellent 
and involved such a huge 
amount of work from all those 
involved.  The choir, the music, 
the visuals, the drama, the  
messages, the decorated  
sanctuary and so much more 
were all amazing.  Great ideas 
throughout the week to bring 
special and relevant services at 
such a highlight of our  
Christian calendar.  
 

We are truly blessed to have so 
much talent used so willingly to 
provide these opportunities for 
us to share in worship together.   
Thank you so much.   
 

B. Roberts   
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Congregational Consultation 
 

You may recall that recently a  
questionnaire was prepared for  
congregational members to complete. 
I would very much like to thank all 
those who have completed and  
returned a form. This is very helpful in 
gauging where we are at, as a  
congregation, and in planning for the 
future. While the total number of  
responses is slightly disappointing, it is 
probably sufficient to represent a  
cross-section of opinion. 
 

The importance of such a consultation 
process is in ensuring that the views 
we hear and take into consideration are 
not simply those of the folks who are 
in positions of influence or leadership, 
or who feel able to speak out, but we 
also hear the views of those who may 
not normally have an opportunity to 
share their views, or who would be  
reluctant to express opinions openly or 
in public. And this is the advantage of 
an anonymous consultation. 
 

A fuller report will be prepared for the 
Kirk Session and will help to inform 
our discussions and planning going 
forward. 
 

While there are a variety of views on 
most issues, and some conflicting 
views on one or two, there are very 
clear shared opinions emerging. 
Amongst the very strong themes that 
have emerged is an overwhelmingly 
positive appreciation of the online  
services which have been provided 
while we have been unable to worship 
in our building. Thanks was expressed 
by many to those who have made this 
possible.  
 

Arising from this there was a general 

feeling that we needed to learn from 
the experience of these online services 
as we return to worship in our building 
and put some of these lessons into 
practice. But what these lessons might 
be and which we take forward was a 
little less clear from the responses. 
While there is a general view that  
worship needs to change, folks are not 
yet of one mind on the specifics of  
reshaping our worship! 
 

The daily ‘Thought for the Day’ has 
been widely appreciated, with the  
majority of folks feeling that some-
thing like this should continue once the 
restrictions have passed, with most 
suggesting that this could possibly be 
on a weekly basis.  
 

Broadly speaking, most (but not all) 
respondents understood the 
‘governance’ of our congregation. But 
there were some strong suggestions 
from several people that the time had 
now come to completely reconsider 
and restructure the present teams. 
 

When it came to matters of 
‘communication’ there was less  
unanimity. While 50% of respondents 
felt that communication was fine at 
present, a significant minority (35%) 
took a different view (and 15% did not 
respond on this matter). But, helpfully, 
this was one area where there were a 
considerable number of suggestions as 
to how to improve matters. So that will 
allow for some creative thinking as we 
move ahead. 
 

Once again, thank you to all who  
responded. As I have said, a fuller  
report will be presented to, and  
discussed by, the Kirk Session. 
 

David Denniston 
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“Daily Bread” NOTES: MAY 
 
Making the truth ugly        Meetings, mayhem and Moses  
 

 
 

WAY IN….to Exodus 28-34 
 
How can a holy God come near an unholy people and how they live? These  
chapters deal with these questions many times and from different  
perspectives. We are confronted by God’s absolute separateness from us and 
our inability to climb up to his level. We see the cost of atoning for sin and its 
clinging guilt, without politicians’ apologies, excuses or rationalisation.  
 
As we read of God’s fierce and righteous judgement, let us thank Jesus for 
receiving it in our place. As we watch the Israelites’ perpetual disobedience, 
let us thank Jesus for forgiving and saving people like us. 
 
By James Davies (adapted) 

Sat 1 Romans 9:6-18 Mon 17 Romans 14:19-23 

Sun 2 Psalm 144 Tue 18 Romans 15:1-7 

Mon 3 Romans 9:19-29 Wed 19 Romans 15:8-13 

Tue 4 Romans 9:30-10:13 Thur 20 Romans 15:14-22 

Wed 5 Romans 10:14-21 Fri 21 Romans 15:23-33 

Thur 6 Romans 11:1-10 Sat 22 Romans 16:1-16 

Fri 7 Romans 11:11-24 Sun 23 Acts 2:1-21 

Sat 8 Romans 11:25-36 Mon 24 Romans 16:17-27 

Sun 9 Psalm 145 Tue 25 Exodus 28:1-30 

Mon 10 Romans 12:1-8 Wed 26 Exodus 28:31-43 

Tue 11 Romans 12:9-21 Thur 27 Exodus 29:1-46 

Wed 12 Romans 13:1-7 Fri 28 Exodus 30:1-21 

Thur 13 Romans 13:8-14 Sat 29 Exodus 30:22-38 

Fri 14 Romans 14:1-9 Sun 30 Psalm 147 

Sat 15 Romans 14:10-18 Mon 31 Exodus 31: 1-18 

Sun 16 Psalm 146     



 Battlefield Rest 
 

For generations of Southsiders  
Battlefield Rest has always been there.  
Built in 1914 as a tram station, known 
in colloquial terms as a “bundy, ” 
where tram workers would check in to 
show they were on time and shift 
changes were made. ( also a resting 
and courting place for tram travellers  
I remember buying supplies at the  
kiosk there in the 1970 and 80’s  
before Queens Park games)   Since 
1994 as a continental bistro owned by 
Marco and Yellana Giannasi. 
 
The Old Glasgow Club is  
delighted that Marco has agreed to be 
our zoom meeting speaker on  
Thursday 13th May 7.15 for 7.30pm. 
 

When we meet in Adeladies Bath 
Street, we usually begin the evening 

with coffee/tea and biscuits.  
Currently it’s your own catering in 
your own living room but the rest of 
the evening is  F R E E !! 
 
We would love you to join with Old 
Glasgow Club members and fellow 
southsiders to hear about Marco’s 
Italian grandparents arriving in  
Glasgow in 1911, his parents –  
remember L’Aristo in Mitchell 
Street?  “ the home of the Italian  
dinner dance and the place to see and 
be seen” - right up to the present day 
with his restaurant re-opening with 
the lifting of restrictions  on Monday  
April 26th.   
 
If you would like to join us e-mail 

joyce.mcnae@fac46.com for a 
zoom link or 423-1897 for a “listen 
in” link.  
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Father Cedric Prakash, a Jesuit priest and a 
human rights activist in India, said: “The 
sad and painful fact that the bail  
application has once again been rejected 
by the court today speaks volumes of the 
heartlessness that still abounds in a  
highly unjust legal system. Father Swamy 
has worked relentlessly with the  
constitutional and democratic  
framework of the country. Besides his 
age, he also suffers from infirmities like 
Parkinson’s. That a person of his  
condition and with absolutely no  
evidence that he has indulged in any  
anti-national activity is once again denied 
bail should make every concerned citizen 
of the country hang one’s head in 
shame.” 
 

NIGERIA 
Rescue the 16 children of Du Merci 

orphanage 
 

Professor Tarfa was falsely charged and 
detained for almost a year. Worse still, the 
children of the Du Merci orphanage, which 
he founded with his wife Mercy, are being 
targeted. 
Sixteen of the children – the youngest just 
four years old – have been in state custody 
for over a year. In that time, they’ve been 
beaten, underfed, and one child is in  
hospital with first degree burns after a fire 
broke out in the government-run home.  
Now we’ve learned that five of the  
children, ranging in age from four to eight, 
have been transferred from the government
-run home to an orphanage in a remote 
rural location. The Tarfas fear for their 
welfare, and that they may never see them 
again.  
Send an email to the Nigerian High 
Commissioner: urge the Nigerian  
government to ensure the safety and 
speedy return of the Du Merci children.  
Rescue the 16 children of Du Merci orphanage 
| CSW (e-activist.com)  

 
CHINA 
The wife of Chinese human rights  
lawyer  Gao Zhisheng, who is believed to 
have bee n forcibly disappeared since  
August 2017, has called on the Chinese 
government to return his remains, as she 
believes he may have been “persecuted to 
death.”   
 

Gao Zhisheng is a Chinese human rights 
lawyer who was notable for frequently  
taking on human rights cases and       
defending religious  minorIties. He was first 
detained by the authorities in 2006, and 
subsequently suffered multiple     
disappearances, beatings and torture, as 
well as serving a prison sentence from 2011
-2014. He was released in August 2014, 
only to disappear again on 13  August 2017. 
Gao’s current whereabouts are unknown, 
but he is  in some form of detention. 
 

Gao’s wife, Geng He, claimed that she had 
had no news of her husband’s whereabouts 
or wellbeing since his   disappearance. In 
her statement, Geng said: “It's not just that 
there is no news of Gao Zhisheng; the  
authorities'  persecution of his family has 
been very severe too… The ID cards of 
everyone in the family have been confiscat-
ed by the authorities over the past 10 years, 
so that they aren't able to leave their local 
area, let alone go looking for him." 
 

INDIA 
The special National Investigation Agency 
(NIA) court in Mumbai denied bail to 83-
year-old Jesuit priest Father Stan Swamy on 
22 March. 
Father Swamy, a human rights activist who 
has spent more than 30 years working 
among the Adivasis (Scheduled Tribes) to 
defend their rights, has been incarcerated at 
the Taloja Central prison since 9 October. 
He stands accused of terrorism  in  
connection with incitement which resulted 
in the Bhima Koregaon violence in 2018. 
However, he has been targeted because of 
his human rights activism                             
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HOW  OTHER  CHRISTIANS  HAVE  TO  LIVE 



 
 
 

 
MAY  2021 

 

A season of awakening 
 
The Very Rev Albert Bogle explains why playing it safe will not be the answer 
for the Church in future. 
 
    The privilege of democracy 

 
Thomas Baldwin explains why churches have a key 
role to play in this month’s elections to the Scottish  
Parliament. 
 

General Assembly Reports 
 

Thomas Baldwin previews some of the reports to this year’s General  
Assembly, which takes place online from May 22-27. 
 

Technology and the 19th century church 
 

Andrew Muirhead looks back to another period when access to worship was 
revolutionised by new technology. 
 

‘Climate change is not just a trend’ 
 

Christine Meyer, a 17-year-old from Kintore Parish Church, explains why she 
is taking part in Tearfund’s ‘Emerging Influencers’ course. 
 

  Our planet is changing 
 
Val Brown, Community Relations and Fundraising  
Manager at Christian Aid Scotland considers the plight of 
Kenya and climate change ahead of Christian Aid Week. 
 
 
All this, and reviews, crosswords, youth column, bible study, church  
registers and much more. News from the church – national and world 
wide. 
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INTIMATIONSINTIMATIONSINTIMATIONS   
 
 

1. Cases of illness or urgent pastoral need should be 
 intimated without  delay to the Minister. 
 
2. Any person who would like to become a communicant 
 member of the church should speak to the Minister. 
 
3. The final date for submitting articles for the June
 Magazine is Sunday 30th May. 
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TREASURER’S  REPORT  TO  30th APRIL 2021TREASURER’S  REPORT  TO  30th APRIL 2021TREASURER’S  REPORT  TO  30th APRIL 2021   
     
   Open Plate     £            0 
   Freewill Offerings    £     3,520 
   Gift Aid Freewill Offerings  £   19,471 
   Total       £   22,991 
   Average per Sunday (17 weeks)   £     1,352 

 

 
OTHER  INCOME  IN  APRIL 
 

Donation to Pathfinders     £50 
Donation to Summer Mission     £70 
Donation to magazine costs    £40 
Donation to magazine costs    £20 
Donation from John Ross Memorial Church £300 
Donation via Donate Link    £98.40 
 
M. Borland, Treasurer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

GENERAL  FABRIC  FUNDGENERAL  FABRIC  FUNDGENERAL  FABRIC  FUND   
   

Balance at 1/1/21  £10,263 
+ Income        £  2,464
                 £12,727 
Expenditure       £  4,522 
Balance at 30/4/21      £  8,205 
   



OFFICEBEARERSOFFICEBEARERS  
 
 

 INTERIM MINISTER    Rev David Denniston         07903 926727 
 SESSION CLERK      Mr Jo Gibb        at Church Office
 FABRIC  TEAM      Mr. Euan Gibb         at Church Office
 HOSPITALITY  TEAM    Miss Morag Reid       at Church Office
 PASTORAL  TEAM          Miss Lexa Boyle       at Church Office
 MISSION  TEAM             Miss Lynn Flower       at Church Office
 PRAYER  TEAM           
 MINISTRY TEAM          Rev David Denniston      at Church Office   
 MUSIC & DRAMA TEAM   Mrs Lynn Gibb        at Church Office
 FINANCE  TEAM     Mr Lindsay Macqueen    at Church Office    
 ADMIN/OFFICE  TEAM      Mrs Rhona Hughes          at Church Office 
 EDUCATION  TEAM    Mr Malcolm Leitch       at Church Office
 TIME TALENTS MONEY TEAM   Mrs Joyce McNae    at Church Office 
 YOUTH  TEAM     Miss Lynn Flower           at Church Office  
 CONG.  TREASURER    Mrs. Margaret Borland    at Church Office   
 MAGAZINE  EDITOR    Mr. Malcolm Leitch      
             malcolmleitch135@btinternet.com    
 MAGAZINE DISTRIBUTION Mrs. Rhona Hughes  at Church Office
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From Kildonan on the south of Arran  
looking across Pladda to Ailsa Craig 


