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I wandered lonely as a cloud
That floats on high o'er vales and hills,
When all at once I saw a crowd,
A host of golden daffodils;
Beside the lake, beneath the trees,
Fluttering and dancing in the breeze.
Continuous as the stars that shine
and twinkle on the Milky Way,
They stretched in never-ending line
along the margin of a bay:
Ten thousand saw I at a glance,
tossing their heads in sprightly dance.
The waves beside them danced; but they
Out-did the sparkling waves in glee:
A poet could not be but gay,
in such a jocund company:
I gazed—and gazed—but little thought
what wealth the show to me had brought:
For oft, when on my couch I lie
In vacant or in pensive mood,
They flash upon that inward eye
Which is the bliss of solitude;
And then my heart with pleasure fills,
And dances with the daffodils.
William Wordsworth (7 April 1770 – 23 April 1850)

From our Interim Minister
Dear friends,
‘Then I saw a new heaven and a new
earth; for the first heaven and the first
earth had passed away, and the sea
was no more. And I saw the holy city,
the new Jerusalem, coming down out of
heaven from God, prepared as a bride
adorned for her husband. And I heard
a loud voice from the throne saying,
“See, the home of God is
among mortals. He will dwell with
them; they will be his peoples, and God
himself will be with them; he will wipe
every tear from their eyes. Death will
be no more;
mourning and crying and pain will be
no more, for the first things have
passed away.”’
(Revelation 21: 1-4)

all physically distanced,
unable to greet each
other and forbidden to
sing? However, a
decision on this will be
taken over the next
short while and the
congregation will be
informed as soon as we know the plans.
Whatever we decide with regard to
returning to worship in the building, there
is no doubt that the advance of the
vaccination programme, the hope of
emerging from lockdown, not to mention
the signs of the arrival of Spring, have
given us a sense of renewed hope that a
better day is coming.

As Christians we know that a better day
truly is coming… not the dawning of
A better day is coming!
Spring or the lifting of pandemic
restrictions, but that Coming Day when
That is a hope that has been placed
before us by both the Prime Minister God will be all in all, when all that is dark
has been flooded with light, when wrongs
and the First Minister as we look
will be righted, and death, mourning,
towards the easing of lockdown
restrictions. That said, this hope is crying and pain will be no more.
qualified by caution, gradual progress
The above text from near the end of the
and a degree of uncertainty.
Nonetheless, it is good that we can last book of the Bible, Revelation,
have some hope for an emergence from expresses that hope. And this is not a hope
hedged about with caveats, caution or
the current constraints.
uncertainty. This is a sure and certain
As I write this, the possibility has been hope. The Day of the Lord will come!
offered of a return to worship in the
building for Easter. That said, with the This is the hope that keeps us going.
uncertainties still being expressed, the As Billy Graham once said "I've read the
amount of preparatory work involved last page of the Bible. It's all going to turn
in getting the building ready, the
out all right.”
technology in place and the extra
planning involved it still may not be Your friend,
possible for us to do this in Queens David Denniston
Park Govanhill. And, in any case, how
Interim Minister
joyful a celebration of the Lord’s
Resurrection would it be given that we DDenniston@churchofscotland.org.uk
are limited to 20 people in the building, 07903 926727
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Forthcoming Services

and their Minster, Revd Dr Jane
Denniston. These appear on the
webpage, Facebook page and
YouTube channel at 10.00am every
Wednesday and Friday during Lent up
until Holy Week.

Notwithstanding the possibility of a
return to worship in the building in
April (if all goes according to plan),
there is no guarantee that we will
actually be able to return right away
because of the intensity of planning
and preparation that would be required Forthcoming Sunday Services
in a short timescale. Discussion will
7th March LENT 3 ‘Temple
take place and decisions will be made
Cleansing’ John 2: 13-22
shortly and communicated to the
th
14 March LENT 4 ‘That he gave
congregation.
his only Son’
John 3: 14-21
The latest guidance indicates that
st
when we do return to the building, the 21 March LENT 5 ‘To See Jesus’
John 12: 20-33
restrictions that were in place prior to
Preacher:- Rev. Dr. Jane Denniston
Christmas will once again apply, at
least to begin with. This means no
28th March PALM SUNDAY
more than 20 people allowed at any
‘Triumphant Entry’ Mark 11: 1-11
service, booking your place in
4th April
EASTER SUNDAY
advance, the wearing of face
‘Tomb and Triumph’ Mark 16: 1-8
coverings, no physical greeting of
others, physical distancing of at least 2
metres at all times, and no singing. We
Holy Week Services
will keep the congregation updated as
discussion take place and decisions are
Wednesday 31st March at 7.00pm
made.
Holy Week Service led by the choir
Meanwhile, our worship will continue
Thursday 1st April at 7.00pm
online at 11am every Sunday via our
Maundy Thursday Communion &
webpage, YouTube, the
‘Tenebrae’ Vigil
congregational Facebook page, as well
To share in ‘online’
as over the phone line, all thanks to
communion please have bread and
the hard work and commitment and
wine or grape juice to hand
skill of those who contribute, prepare
and upload the service week by week,
Friday 2nd April 12 noon
to whom we remain very grateful inGood Friday Service
deed.
There will also be worship provided
during Holy Week as noted below.
You will also be aware of the Lenten
Reflections that have been prepared
jointly with Campsie Parish Church

While all of these services will be
available online at the times stated,
they will also remain available
online thereafter.

downloading any additional app or
software. Once again, if we can be of
assistance just ask! (Emailing or
We are aware that many of you are
accessing the services etc. online or phoning the minister in the first
by phone. And we know that some of instance may be the easiest way of
proceeding!
you are making a great effort to
ensure that those who are not able to
get online themselves are nonetheless DDenniston@churchofscotland.org.uk
able to share in them in one form or or 07903 926727)
another.
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Technical Assistance?

But it may be that some of you who
are unable to share in the online
services would welcome the
equipment or the assistance to do so.
We are, of course, limited in the
assistance that we can offer due to
the current restrictions. Nonetheless,
there may be some help or advice we
can offer you even at this stage, and
we will be able to offer more
assistance as restrictions ease.

Congregational Questionnaire
Included with this edition of the
Church Magazine (whether by email or
in print) is a questionnaire to allow me
to take forward some of the issues
raised at last year’s congregational
meeting with the ‘Transitional Support
Group’ which included representatives
of the national Church, the Interim
Ministry Team and Presbytery.

Please be encouraged to complete the
So do please let us know if you need
form. Fuller details are on the
any advice, assistance or equipment
questionnaire itself.
and we will see if we can offer any of
these within current constraints.
Thank you!
And do please remember that both
David Denniston
‘Thought for the Day’ and the
weekly Sunday Service are available
on the telephone line. The phone
Please remember…
number is 0141 473 6899.
And there may also be some advice
we can offer to those of you who
have computers and are online but
have not managed to connect to
meetings etc. via Skype or Zoom. If
you have a computer, laptop or smart
phone and can connect to the internet
then it will be perfectly possible for
you to connect to Zoom or Skype
without any additional equipment or

‘Thought for the Day’
continues to be published
on a daily basis (except for
Sunday) on our webpage
and is also available by
email and on the phone
number 0141 473 6899.
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Glasgow voted world’s
friendliest city

And now a Poem from QPG’s
own William Wordsworth

Despite the lack of travel this year,
This morning I woke at seven o’clock
it's comforting to know that Scotland Sat up in bed and began to take stock
still has its fair share of people
Of what I might do within my wee
thinking about us during the
bubble
lockdown. And it looks like our city
And decided to try to stay out of
in particular has made a big
trouble!
impression after Glasgow was once
again named the friendliest city in the
I have an erratic heartbeat
world by public vote.
A condition not present in all
But it means that just as in soccer
Scotland's biggest city came out top
I must keep my eye on the ball !
in a new poll carried out by travel
experts *Rough Guides - after they
2020 has come and gone,
asked fans on social media to vote for
a year of regulation
the city they think is the friendliest
Of quarantine, of furlough,
they've ever visited.
of masks and isolation
We may have found it hard to cope
Taking the top spot, Glasgow beat out But now with antidotes we can have
the likes of Vancouver, Tokyo,
hope.
Melbourne and Dublin to sit highest
in the 15 cities named in the poll.
That hope was always ours
to help us through our stress
*Rough Guides has been giving travel Our Father God to whom we pray
advice and publishing more than 120
To ease our deep distress.
authoritative guide books since 1982.
He’ll answer in His time
As we continue to confess
Our hope is built on nothing less
Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness
Amos

Congregational Choir

On Sunday 21st March it will be a full
year since we went into lockdown and
our Sunday services moved online.
To mark the occasion, the choir would
like you to join with us to praise God
and celebrate our continuing
congregational life.

device. This can be done
easily using Whatsapp voice
recorder or any voice
recorder on your phone/
tablet/laptop.
Send your voice recording to us,
either by email at above
address or Whatsapp to
07710520825.
Euan will them compile all the
parts, work his magic on the
blend, and we will have a
fabulous item for our service
I know the one piece of advice every
choir member would give you would
be not to listen to your recording. It
can be a scary experience!!

Simply record and send and it will
The plan would be to sing ‘I the Lord of blend in beautifully with all the other
Sea and Sky’ all together as part of our voices.
online worship.
Let’s raise the roof with praise to our
wonderful God.
If you would like to take part, you will
need a copy of the words and a piano
We look forward to receiving your
backing track.
recordings—by 15th March if
I will ask Jo to attach both to his next
session clerk update or you can send an
email to jelgibb@aol.com and we will
get them to you.
Then you will be ready to share in the
fun we have in choir every week!
Now for the instructions – it took us a
wee while to work this out a year ago!
Listen to the piano backing track on
a phone/tablet/laptop with
headphones in order to ensure
the piano part will not be heard
in your voice recording.
Record yourself singing on a second

possible.
Lynn G

7

8

School Reports - What
Teachers Really Mean

9. An adventurous nature lover who
rarely misses opportunities to explore
new territory.
1. Your son has a remarkable ability in (Your daughter was caught skipping
gathering needed information from his school at the fishing pond).
classmates.
10. Displays leadership ability.
(He was caught cheating on a test).
(Bossy.)
2. Karen is an endless fund of energy
11. Has potential to stand out from his
and viability.
(The hyperactive monster can't stay peers.
(Headed for Police’s Most Wanted.)
seated for five minutes).
3. Fantastic imagination! Unmatched
in his capacity for blending fact with
fiction.
(He's definitely one of the biggest
liars I have ever met).
4. Margie exhibits a casual, relaxed
attitude to school, indicating that high
expectations don't intimidate her.
(The lazy thing hasn't done one
assignment all term).
5. Her athletic ability is marvellous.
Superior hand-eye coordination.
(The little creep stung me with a
rubber band from 15 feet away).
6. Nick thrives on interaction with his
peers.
(Your son needs to stop socialising
and start working).

12. Technologically proficient.
(Hacked into school computer
system)
13. Handwriting is excellent. (Forges
parents' signatures.)
14. Creatively expresses himself. (Uses
profanity.)
15. Meticulous worker. (Never
completes assignments.)
16. Independent thinker. (Does not
follow directions.)
17. Others look to her for guidance.
(Bad influence.)
18. Excellent multi-tasking abilities.
(Does not pay attention.)

7. Your daughter's greatest asset is her
demonstrative public discussions.
(Classroom lawyer! Why is it that
every time I explain an assignment
she creates a class argument).

19. Finishes all assignments quickly.
( Sloppy, careless work.)

8. John enjoys the thrill of engaging
challenges with his peers.
(He's a bully).

21. Has an unusual future ahead of him
(Some village is bound to be looking
for an idiot.)

20. Maintains constant cheerful
attitude. (Nothing phases him.)
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Daryl and I would like to thank you all for the very generous and kind
cards, gifts, prayers and messages to welcome Ben and Harris to our
family. Both boys have settled in well at home, are growing fast, sleeping
well and we really hope it won’t be too much longer before they can meet
you all. Thank you all - we have two very lucky boys! Yvonne.

Congratulations and welcome to Ben and Harris who have increased the
world’s population—and the Church Family’s.
Here’s something for mother and father to worry about.
If one twin is born at 11.59 pm and the second one is
born 2 minutes later do they have separate birthdays?
My twin brother never forgets my birthday.
God has a sense of humour because he created two of us.
Ha, ha, you didn’t get lunch because Mummy thought I
was you and fed me twice.
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Having recently celebrated a
milestone birthday I would like to
thank all my friends in Queens Park
Govanhill church for their kindness
in sending cards and flowers. I
Linda Hunter has received this
must admit I was overwhelmed by
email from Rev Richard Durno
discovering that so many of you
Thanks to the members of Queen’s Park knew the date I was born!!
Govanhill Parish Church for the very kind I had a brilliant day celebrating with
family and friends, albeit via social
gift of flowers which came to my house
after I came home from hospital in
media and even the Church Choir
December. I love any flowers and I
serenading me with “Happy
equally love flowers given to me and
Birthday”. The postman now has
yours were really beautiful.
bent knees delivering mail and our
house looks like a florist’s shop.
I am on the way to full recovery after
To each and everyone of
having had sepsis last November and
you………………my sincere thanks
spent two weeks in the Intensive Care
and appreciation.
Unit and a further two weeks in the
general ward. I am hoping to be back to Now back to old clothes and
work by the summer.
porridge!
Patricia Macqueen
Currently I am shielding at home and I
keep myself busy doing light admin work
for the church just to, in the words of the
inimitable and legendary Hercule Poirot,
keep ‘my grey cells active’ and also to
keep the business ball of John Ross
Memorial Deaf Church rolling. We are
all missing not being at QPGPC and
hopefully in the near future we can all
meet up again. I hope you are well and
keeping safe in these strangest times of
the lockdown days.

Old Glasgow Club

Thirty two members and friends
participated in our first zoom
meeting last month.
Our 11th March meeting is entitled
Artie in Conversation with Rab
Noakes (think Lindisfarne, Stealer’s
Wheel with Gerry Rafferty and
senior music producer at BBC).
This is a free event and if you would
like to join us at 7.15 for 7.30pm on
th
Love, prayers, blessings and thanks again Thursday 11 March please contact
Joyce on joyce.mcnae@fac46.com
for the flowers.
or honsec@oldglasgowclub.org.uk
for log-in details.
Rev Richard Durno
Minister for the Deaf
***********
Mary Bell would like to express her
thanks for the flowers, cards and phone
calls she received to mark her recent
“significant” birthday. Mary

HOW OTHER CHRISTIANS
HAVE TO LIVE
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Pastor Nadarkhani was one of four
Christians initially arrested in Rasht on 13
May 2016 during a series of raids by
security agents on Christian homes. In July
TURKEY
2017, the four men were found guilty and
There is concern of an ongoing campaign
sentenced to ten years in prison on
targeting Protestant denominations in
charges of ‘acting against national security’
Turkey, which has resulted in the
expulsions of close to 70 Christian foreign by ‘promoting Zionist Christianity.’ The
nationals, including the spouses of Turkish pastor also received an additional sentence
of two years in internal exile.
citizens, since early 2019. The cases
involve nationals from Britain, Germany,
South Africa, South Korea, and the United He was released on bail pending an appeal
but was informed on 2 May 2018 that the
States, among others.
sentence had been upheld and was
subsequently re-arrested and taken to Evin
Most of these foreign nationals appear to
prison
have been targeted for expulsion after
In June 2020, Pastor Nadarkhani’s latest
attending two annual training seminars in
late 2019 and early 2020, one on working appeal reduced his sentence to six years.
with children and the other for church
leadership, and both of which took place in SUDAN
Sudanese intelligence officers detained,
Turkey prior to the advent of COVID-19
interrogated and mistreated Osama Saeed
pandemic. Some of those targeted have
Musa Kodi, the president of a Christian
resided in Turkey for decades.
youth organization, in Wad Madani in
Gezira state on 19 February. Mr Kodi was
IRAN
held incommunicado for several hours
The UN Working Group on Arbitrary
Detention has published an opinion on 18 before being released later that evening.
February 2021 that the continued detention
During his interrogation, General
of Iranian church leader Yousef
Intelligence Service (GIS) officers
Nadarkhani is arbitrary.
informed Mr Kodi that Christianity is evil
In the opinion, the Working Group writes: and alleged that he is trying to brainwash
Sudanese citizens with the help of Christian
“Through much of his life, [Pastor
organisations. He was also ordered to stop
Nadarkhani] has been the target of
religious discrimination, for which he has any efforts to establish a new church, and
told that if he did not, he could be killed.
been arrested, tried, and imprisoned on
Mr Kodi’s phone was also temporarily
several occasions.”
confiscated and searched. He subsequently
issued a medical report, and has filed a case
The Working Group went on to conclude
against the GIS regarding the torture he
that his detention contravenes multiple
endured while detained by an organisation
articles of the Universal Declaration of
that no longer has powers of arrest .
Human Rights and the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,
Mr Kodi, who belongs to the Episcopal
calling on the government of Iran “to take Church of Sudan, has been actively
the steps necessary to remedy the situation involved in assisting the Sudanese Church
of Mr. Nadarkhani without delay and bring of Christ following an arson attack that
it into conformity with the relevant
destroyed its building in Tamboul, Gezira
international norms.”
state, on 3 January.

12

PRAYER

Community Outreach Worker
As you may recall, having failed to
secure an appointment following the
first recruitment round to the post of
Community Outreach Worker to work
with us in our parish, and specifically
in Govanhill, we were given
permission to proceed to advertise a
second time.
The post has now been re-advertised,
and applications close on 2nd March.
Thereafter, we will proceed to
short-listing and interview and, we
very much hope, appointment!

A painting by Briton Riviere depicts Daniel
in the den of lions, he stands tall erect with
his back to the roaring lions. He is looking
up to a window reminding us of the window
in his home facing Jerusalem. Where
despite the King’s decree, he prayed to and
praised God 3 times a day: despite his
“lockdown” restrictions remaining faithful
and trusting God.
Lord God, like Daniel we are isolated from
so much. We give thanks we are never
isolated from You. Never barred from
conversation with You. Help us to be like
Daniel, faithful and trusting with our ears
and hearts open to listen to You.

A soon as we are able to do so, we will Items for prayer during March:
be making a further announcement by
District no 3 elder Euan Gibb
the weekly email update.
David Denniston
Club 170
Like any open house event we
never know how many visitors
will come along on a Sunday
between 5.00 and 5.30pm. This
was the always the case pre the
current situation. when visitors would be
welcome at tables for the hour between
5.00 and 6.00pm.
A few weeks ago only one visitor called
by, but since then numbers have
increased. We have been delighted to
discover that three meals a day are being
provided by a charity for the folks at the
Queens Park Hotel.
As always we thank everyone for their
continued support. This month we would
like to highlight Locavore the social
enterprise with shops in Govanhill and
Partick. The Govanhill shop has been
very faithful to the club. Each week
providing fruit and a great variety of
deli-pots for microwaving.
Best wishes from all at Club 170.

District no 20 elder Gill Mclean
Each one of the people in their care.
MALAWI - incidence of Covid 9 very high
Ekwendeni - hospital has had its roof blown
off
THE WELL- giving help as they can to
ethnic peoples.
Myanmar and Russia for the voice of the
peoples to be heard and true democracy
restored
Thanks for vaccination programme
and all aspects of the NHS.

For children and young people that
soon they may be able to catch up with so
much that they have missed.

For ourselves to remain faithful and


trusting God

each and every day.

Prone to distractions, God
I find it hard to keep my thoughts on
you.
God looked down and sighed;
“I wish I could say the same about you,
I can’t get you out of my mind.”
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“Daily

Bread” NOTES: MARCH

The Inbetweeners

Who(se) on earth are we?

Mon 1
Tue 2
Wed 3

Romans 5:1-11
Romans 5:12-21
Romans 6:1-14

Wed 17
Thur 18
Fri 19

Exodus 19:1-25
Exodus 20:1-26
Exodus 21:1-27

Thur 4
Fri 5
Sat 6
Sun 7
Mon 8
Tue 9
Wed 10
Thur 11
Fri 12

Sat 20
Sun 21
Mon 22
Tue 23
Wed 24
Thur 25
Fri 26
Sat 27
Sun 28

Exodus 22:1-31
Psalm 139
Exodus 23:1-33
Exodus 24:1-18
Exodus 25:1-22
Exodus 25:23-40
Exodus 26:1-37
Exodus 27: 1-21
Psalm 140

Sat 13
Sun 14

Romans 6:15-23
Romans 7:1-6
Romans 7:7-25
Psalm 137
Romans 8:1-8
Romans 8:9-17
Romans 8:18-30
Romans 8:31-39
Exodus 15:2216:9
Exodus 16:10-36
Psalm 138

Mon 29
Tue 30

John 18:1-14
John 18:15-27

Mon 15
Tue 16

Exodus 17:1-16
Exodus 18:1-27

Wed 31

John 18:15-27

WAY IN….to Exodus 15-27
In our readings we will travel onwards with the Israelites. The journey does not
go smoothly. The Israelites have spent generations learning what it means to be
slaves, so they have no idea what it means to be free. Who were they, now that
they were a free people?
The Israelites were to learn that their identity was inextricably bound up with
their answer to a deeper question. Just who was this Gpd who had intervened so
dramatically and decisively on their behalf? Why had he exerted such effort to
free them? What could he see in them? And what sort of God was he? Faithful or
fickle? Cruel or kind?
As we journey with Israel through the challenges of the desert to their encounter
with God at Mount Sinai, we will learn the answers to these two fundamental
questions with them - who are we- and who is our God?
By David Lawrence (adapted)
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MARCH 2021
The healing Cross
The Very Rev Albert Bogle reflects on the healing power of Lent.
A Serving of daily Bread
The Rt Rev Dr Martin Fair explains why not all habits are bad ones.
The golden Thread
Ruth Harvey talks about her connection with
God and the journey which has led to her role as
Leader of the Church of Scotland’s Iona
Community.
Expanding the Kingdom
The Rev Andrew Morrison recounts his journey to faith and hope for the
future.
Lenten Reflections
Thomas Baldwin brings together four further reflections to conclude the
Lenten journey through March.
Standing on the Giants of Faith
The Very Rev Dr John Chalmers explains why those whose stories are
remembered should encourage and inspire today.
All this, and reviews, crosswords, youth column, bible study, church
registers and much more. News from the church – national & world wide.

A GENTLE reminder to those
subscribing to Life and Work through
the church, that subscriptions are due
before the end of March. Cheques for
£36 will be gratefully received from
anyone who hasn’t yet sent theirs in.
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INTIMATIONS
1.

Cases of illness or urgent pastoral need should be
intimated without delay to the Minister.

2.

Any person who would like to become a communicant
member of the church should speak to the Minister.

3.

The final date for submitting articles for the April
Magazine is Sunday 25th March.

TREASURER’S REPORT TO 28th FEB 2021
Open Plate
Freewill Offerings
Gift Aid Freewill Offerings
Total
Average per Sunday (9 weeks)
OTHER INCOME IN FEBRUARY
NIL
I'd like to thank the Flower Team for the
beautiful bouquet of spring flowers.
It was a lovely surprise and greatly
appreciated.
M. Borland, Treasurer
GENERAL FABRIC FUND
Balance at 1/1/21
£10,263
+ Income
£ 894
£11,157
Expenditure
£ 1,722
Balance at 28/2/21
£ 9,435

£
£
£
£
£

0
1,185
7975
9,160
1,018
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