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From  our  Interim  MinisterFrom  our  Interim  MinisterFrom  our  Interim  Minister   
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. 

Dear friends, 
 

‘More than that, we rejoice in our  
sufferings, knowing that suffering  

produces endurance, and endurance 
produces character, and character  

produces hope, and hope does not put 
us to shame, because God's love has 
been poured into our hearts through 
the Holy Spirit who has been given to 

us’      (Romans 5: 3-5) 
 
I am writing this to you the day after 
the latest announcement from the First 
Minister which informed the Scottish 
Parliament and nation that the present 
rigorous restrictions on our lives would 
be continuing until at least the middle 
of February. 
 
I am sure that none of us is in the 
slightest enjoying this, and many of us 
will be suffering in various ways. The 
saddest aspect of this is that for some 
people the suffering is very obvious 
and acute; those for whom the corona-
virus is causing real health issues, those 
who have lost a loved one, those who 
have lost employment, those who may 
be enduring abuse or mistreatment and 
so on.  
 
For those in such situations I cannot 
imagine that the verses from Paul’s 
letter to the Romans printed above will 
appear to be anything other than cruel 
and insensitive platitudes. How can we 
rejoice in such situations? I, for one, 
would not presume to tell anyone in 
circumstances such as these that they 
ought to ‘rejoice’. But when people in 
such grave conditions do find it in 
themselves to remain positive and even 
joyful in spite of what they face, I can 
only feel wonder and admiration. I  

suspect that we will 
have known such folks. 
 
But while we do not all 
face suffering of such 
gravity due to the  
present pandemic, most 
of us will feel the  
frustration, isolation, low mood and  
anxiety that ‘lockdown’ has visited upon 
us.  
 

To ‘rejoice’ in such circumstances is not to 
pretend that we are ‘happy’ or that we are 
in any sense enjoying it (for surely we are 
not!). To rejoice is to make a choice to still 
praise God even when circumstances mean 
that we do not feel like it, even when 
things around us are not going well, even 
in spite of our feelings, even although we 
are disconcerted or our lives are disrupted. 
In this sense, rejoicing is an act of faith 
and hope and even defiance!  
 

Rejoicing is not a denial of the reality of 
our sufferings, but a recognition that in 
spite of how it may appear and feel, God is 
still God, his purposes will – in the end – 
prevail. Hope will be fulfilled. 
 

What’s more, as Paul explains, to learn 
endurance in our sufferings can have very 
positive effects! 
 

So, as we continue in these difficult days 
and challenging times, even though we are 
suffering much, let us choose to keep faith, 
to keep hope and to keep praising God. 
For in spite of everything, he is still God. 
 

Your friend, 
 
David Denniston 
 

Interim Minister 
DDenniston@churchofscotland.org.uk 
07903 926727 



 

 
 
 

Forthcoming Services 
 

The current status of restrictions 
placed upon us due to the ongoing 
pandemic mean that we can not meet 
for worship in our building. At the 
time of writing we know that this will 
remain the case until at least mid-
February. There is no guarantee that 
restrictions will ease at that point, but 
even if we were allowed to return to 
worship in the building, we will also 
need to await further guidance from 
the Church of Scotland COVID group 
and the Kirk Session will need to  
discuss the how and when of such a 
return, plus we will need to do further 
work on preparing the building once 
again. 
 
So, it may be reasonable to assume 
that we will not be returning to  
worship in the building during the 
month of February, and possibly not 
for some time thereafter. As always, 
we will endeavour to keep everyone 
informed of any changes or  
developments.  
 
Meanwhile, our worship will continue 
online at 11am every Sunday via our 
webpage, YouTube, the  
congregational Facebook page, all 
thanks to the hard work and  
commitment and skill of those who 
contribute, prepare and upload the  
service week by week, to whom we 
remain very grateful indeed. 
 
At the January meeting of the Kirk 
Session we agreed that we would 
schedule Communion for one of the 
forthcoming services. This will take 

place on Sunday 14th February. As 
was the case when we have  
previously had ‘online’ Communion, 
you are invited to have bread and 
wine (or grape juice) prepared before 
the service on 14th begins.  
 

Forthcoming Services 
 

7th February EPIPHANY 5   
Mark 1: 29-39  ‘Responding to Need’ 
 
14th February      LAST SUNDAY 
BEFORE LENT ‘Transfigured’ 
 Mark 9: 2-9   COMMUNION 
 
21st February LENT 1  
 ‘Tempted’      Mark 1: 9-15
  
28th February LENT 2       
‘Take up your Cross’ Mark 8: 31-38 
This service will include input from 
the organisation 
‘Christians Against  
Poverty’.  
  
7th March     LENT 3 
‘Temple Cleansing’ John 2: 13-22 
 

Please remember… 
‘Thought for the Day’ continues to be 

published on a daily basis (except for 

Sunday) on our webpage and is also 

available by email and on the phone 

number 0141 473 6899. 
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CLUB      170   REPORT 
After the customary break on the last 
Sunday of the old year and the first 
Snday of the new year, on January 
10th the Club resumed its current 
greatly reduced activities of  
providing some comfort for the less privileged 
members of our community during these cold 
winter times. Because of their vulnerability, 
many of the Club’s regular volunteers are    
precluded from participating each week and we 
remain very grateful to the small faithful teams 
led by Betty, Joyce and Mark who have ensured 
that the Club continues to function at 5pm each 
Sunday.  
 

The new pandemic – reduced menu of a ready-
meal in a tub and fruit (supplied by Locavore), 
sandwiches (made by our faithful team of   
sandwich-makers) and delicious home baking 
(supplied by the “Dinmont Deli”- otherwise 
known as Morag Reid’s kitchen) has proved to 
be most acceptable to our regular guests – all 
the more so when all of the above is followed 
by a very welcome hot drink. Tea, coffee,   
Bovril and hot chocolate have all proved very 
acceptable.  The numbers who come along each 
week, about a dozen at the most, are greatly 
reduced from the 20 – 30 who we would      
normally have expected on a Sunday within the 
warmth and comforts of the Gateway Hall and 
while this is disappointing, it does tend to    
confirm that the company, warmth and         
fellowship our visitors used to experience    
before the onset of the pandemic was of greater 
importance to them than just the food! 
 

We look forward to the time when the Club can 

get back to “normal” although it seems as 

though we will have quite some time to wait 

until that day comes. In the meantime the Club 

will continue to adapt and develop in response 

to the challenges faced by the members of our 

community who do not enjoy the privileges that 

so many of us take for granted. Although we 

were unable last year to hold our usual lunch for 

the congregation the Club remains very grateful 

for the continuing prayers and donations from 

so many of you – thank you.                                                                                      

DCS 
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 Community Outreach Worker Post 
  

The interviews for this post were due to 
be held on Tuesday 26th January.  
Unfortunately, I received news  that all 
the interviewees had withdrawn from the 
process. I have received further news 
that the post itself will not be  
readvertised until a review has been  
undertaken of all unfilled posts 
(including this post).  
 

It may be that when this review has 
taken place that we will then be  
allowed to proceed to readvertise. 
However, this is far from certain given 
the current overall review of all posts 
(including Ministers) which is in  
process and which will almost  
certainly lead to a severe reduction in 
available personnel, both Ministers 
and other posts such as the one for 
which we were recruiting.  
 

While there does remain the possibility 
that we will be allowed to recruit, I think 
it would be best not to be overly  
optimistic. I had been very pleasantly 
surprised that we received permission to 
advertise and recruit in the first place 
and since that permission was given, I 
had become increasingly aware of the 
gravity of the crisis facing the Church of 
Scotland. I am told that the Assembly 
Trustees will be presenting figures to the 
General Assembly in May which will 
drastically cut the number of Ministers 
and other workers. 
 

The whole church is facing a very  
serious situation. This is why all vacant 
posts are being immediately reviewed, 
including our vacant Community  
Outreach Worker post. It is hugely  
unfortunate that all three interviewees 
withdrew at this stage as this now places 
the post under immediate review for the 
reasons I have outlined. 
 
David Denniston 



A  NOTE  FROM  
MORAG  REID 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I had sent a letter to 
Blythswood Care letting 
them know that we had 
made a recording of 
Carols and put it online 
hoping that it would 
attract donations for the 
work of Blythswood.  
 

Here is an excerpt from 
the reply from James 
Campbell, the Chief 
Executive,  
 

“Thank you so much for 
your kind letter and for the 
clever initiative to record 
carols for everyone to 
enjoy online when it has 
not been possible to do this 
live out in the community. 
I have listened to the 
recording and it has been 
well done. Please pass on 
our thanks to all involved 
in this production, and for 
all the help you have given 
to Blythswood over the 
years.”"  
 
(We know a number of 
members sent individual 
donations to Blythswood 
Care as a result of the 
Carols recording and our 
thanks go to all of them.) 
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Today, I dared to let myself dream, 
That the world will one day open again. 
That the locks will loosen, the walls will fall, 
The doors will fly open and reunite us all. 
 

I dared to imagine the warmth of a cuddle, 
A group of my friends all locked in a huddle. 
I felt all the heartbeats, drumming with mine, 
I heard all the laughter, I tasted the wine. 
 

I thought of the feelings I’ve missed for long, 
The room full of music, united by song. 
The freedom to roam, to plan and to meet 
To hold someone’s hand, to meet, to greet. 
 

Just for a moment I dared to dream of, 
The flights I would board to the places I love. 
The moment those eyes would meet mine at the 
gate, 
The feeling of joy after so long a wait. 
 

Today, I dared to let myself dream, 
That the life we once had would happen again. 
That we’d no longer fear the danger of air, 
That our lives would not depend on such care. 
 

They say that we mustn’t wish time away, 
But it’s hard, my friend, when faced with a day, 
So long in blank hours and so wiped of laughter, 
It’s tempting to drift away to thereafter. 
 

So yes, I dared to dream just a while, 
Of life coming back, it brought me a smile. 
One day I know, this will be in the past, 
And hugs will be free, again, at last. 
 

Donna Ashworth 
Author of ‘To The Women’ and ‘History Will 
Remember 
 
 

The Lodging House has just closed down for 
10 days due to an outbreak of coronavirus 
among the staff.  Please do not take any  
provisions to the LHM in the meantime and 
please pray for the staff and the people they 
serve. 



  

ABSOLUTELY 
 

Television is playing a part in 
helping me through isolation.  
This may well be of help for you 
too.  Much of the viewing is of 
interviews with people who have 
an opinion on the Pandemic, on 
Brexit or indeed in any subject 
which happens to be worth  
discussing. 
 
 In the course of 
an interview  
today I counted 
eleven times in 
which the word 
ABSOLUTELY 
was used.  This is not an isolated 
instance because I have been 
aware of the use of this word 
frequently. 
 
The dictionary defines the word 
as COMPLETELY and  
WITHOUT RESTRICTIONS 
but to my mind the word is  
completely overused and is  
irritating. 
 
However, I can accept the word  
ABSOLUTELY when referring 
to God’s love and caring  
presence in our lives. 
 
Alastair N Moss 
 
 

The Drookit Moose 
 

Puir wee moosie, found in a pail, 
sookin weet fae yer heid tae yer tail. 
lt's plain tae see that ye were drookit, 
wi yer matted fur and skin a'sookit. 
But then moosie, fit were ye daein? 
 

Perhaps fae some great cat ye were 
fleen'. but yer desperate flight tae 
escape these chases, brought ye 
here!! Tae a Rentokill Shed, o'a’ 
places!! 
 

You werena' tae know, how could ye 
have guessed, that roon aboot here, 
you're considered a pest. There are 
men who work here, quite  
unforgiving, who cheerfully kill 
your kind for a living. 
 

Ye were so close tae safety, it hardly 
seems fair, that ye fell in a bucket 
and drooned yirsel’ there. 
 

If only ye'd made yer way back tae 
yer field. but ye chose tae hide here, 
and yer fate then was sealed. 
 

Ah moosie if there's ony justice at 
all, yir in some moosie heaven wi 
the angels on call. 
 

I hope you arrived at some far better 
place, where moosies are treated wi 
honour and grace.  
A place where there's comfort and 
plenty to eat, and a hoosie weel  
bigit, all tidy and neat. 
Wi' long sunny days tae enjoy at yer 
ease, nae cat, nae mousetraps and 
lashings o’ cheesel! 
 

Then a’body went 
aff tae bed with 
Rabbie Burns’ 
memory kept warm 
for anither year. 
Rod Summer    

7 



 
8 

 
 
 
 

The following Thank Yous were  
received from a number of charities we 
supported during 2020.  Here are  
edited copies of their letters. 

 
Thank you so much 
for your donations 
to Mary’s Meals 
which will be used 
to provide life-
changing meals for 
children in their 

place of education.  On behalf of the 
1,667,067 children who currently  
receive Mary’s Meals, I thank you 
from the bottom of my heart. 
Magnus MacFarlane-Barrow,  
Chief Executive. 

 

Thank you for 
bringing the 
hope of God’s 
Word to those 
who need it 

most.  Thanks to your donations  this 
vital work is possible, from a tangible 
expression of God’s love to children in 
Peru to supporting traumatised people 
in Syria. 
With warm Christian greetings 
Elaine M. Duncan, Chief Executive 

 
Thank you for your 
donations to The  
Leprosy Mission.  It 
is only through your 
support our work can 
continue.  We are 
greatly encouraged as 

we see people like you showing such 

faithfulness and generosity. 
God bless. 
Tim Reed, Head of Insight 

 
Thank you for your 
gifts to keep the joy 
alive for more dying 
children in Scotland. 
You’re helping  
families with the 
time they have  

together to be the very best it can be. 
Thank you. Thank you for your kind-
ness and generosity especially at this 
time. Yours sincerely, 
Kerrie Sutherland, Support Care  

Heartfelt thanks from 
Claire Herbert, Chaplain 
to the Lodging House, as 

she writes in response to another £750 
we sent to LHM after we had sent  
£237.50 from our Harvest givings. 
“None of our work would be possible 
if it was not for congregations such as 
yours so please accept our heartfelt 
thanks as we look forward to 2021. 
May God bless you as you have 
blessed the least of these brothers and 
sisters of Christ who come to the 
Lodging House.” 



“Daily Bread” NOTES: FEBRUARY 
The Exodus       This changes everything 

 
 

WAY IN….to Romans 1-4 
 

The apostle Paul’s letter to the Romans is one of the most influential 
books in Christian history. Paul wrote the letter around 57 AD to a 
divided church, Rome, situated at the heart of the empire was a melting 
point of cultural identities. Paul was an apostle to a non Jewish world, 
the Gentiles, but he was trying to heal a rift between Jewish and Gentile 
believers. It is hard to overstate the huge cultural differences between 
the two groups. 
 

In this letter Paul levels the playing field ad brings everything back to 
the fundamentals, reminding his readers that, despite our differences, 
believers are to be one people of God. We are all subject to sinful natures 
and are in great need of salvation. This salvation has been made 
available by God coming “in the flesh” as Christ. This is the essence of 
Romans – that to “put on” Christ changes us so fundamentally that we 
no longer focus on our differences but on what binds us together – 
Christ.  By Michele Smart (adapted) 

Mon 1 Exodus 6:28-
7:13 

Mon 15 Exodus 14:10-
31 

Tue 2 Exodus 7:14-
8:7 

Tue 16 Exodus 15:1-21 

Wed 3 Exodus 8:8-32 Wed 17 Romans 1:1-7 

Thur 4 Exodus 9:1-26 Thur 18 Romans 1:8-17 

Fri 5 Exodus 9:27-
10:6 

Fri 19 Romans 1:18-
32 

Sat 6 Exodus 10:7-29 Sat 20 Romans 2:1-16 

Sun 7 Psalm 133 Sun 21 Psalm 135 

Mon 8 Exodus 11:1-10 Mon 22 Romans 2:17-
29 

Tue 9 Exodus 12:1-20 Tue 23 Romans 3:1-8 

Wed 10 Exodus 12:21-
36 

Wed 24 Romans 3:9-20 

Thur 11 Exodus 12:37-
51 

Thur 25 Romans 3:21-
31 

Fri 12 Exodus 13:1-16 Fri 26 Romans 4:1-12 

Sat 13 Exodus 13:17-
14:9 

Sat 27 Romans 4:13-
25 

Sun 14 Psalm 134 Sun 28 Psalm 136 
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 On their way to get married, a young 
couple is involved in a fatal car       
accident.  The couple find themselves 
sitting outside the Pearly Gates     
waiting for St. Peter to process them 
into Heaven. While waiting, they 
begin to wonder: Could they possibly 
get married in Heaven? 
 
When St. Peter showed up, they asked 
him. St. Peter said, ‘I don’t know. This 
is the first time anyone has asked. Let 
me go find out,’ and he leaves. 
 
The couple sat and waited, and waited. 
Two months passed and the couple are 
still waiting. While waiting, they  
began to wonder what would happen 
if it didn’t work out; could you get a 
divorce in heaven. 
 
After yet another month, St. Peter  
finally returns, looking harassed and  
bedraggled. ‘Yes,’ he informs the  
couple, ‘you can get married in  
Heaven.’ 
 
‘Great!’ said the couple, ‘But we were 
just wondering, what if things don’t 
work out? Could we also get a divorce 
in Heaven?’ 
 
St. Peter, red-faced with anger, 
slammed his clipboard onto the 
ground. 
‘What’s wrong?’ asked the frightened 
couple. 
 
‘OH, COME ON!’, St. Peter shouted, 
‘It took me three months to find a 
minister up here! Do you have any 
idea how long it’ll take me to find a 
lawyer? 

Hymns for All Professions 
 

Dentist's Hymn: Crown Him with 
Many Crowns 
 

Weatherman's Hymn: There Shall 
Be Showers of Blessings 
 

Builder’s Hymn: The Church's One 
Foundation 
 

Tailor's Hymn: Holy, Holy, Holy 
 

Golfer's Hymn: There's a Green 
Hill Far Away 
 

Politician's Hymn: Standing on the 
Promises 
 

Opticians Hymn: Open My Eyes 
That I Might See 
 

Taxman’s Hymn:  I Surrender All 
 

Gossip's Hymn: Pass It On 
 

Electrician's Hymn: Send The 
Light 
 

Shopper's Hymn: Sweet By and By 
 

Estate Agent’s Hymn: I've Got a 
Mansion, Just Over the Hilltop. 
 

Little Johnny 
 

At Sunday School they were  
teaching how God created  
everything, including human beings. 
Little Johnny seemed especially  
intent when they told him how Eve 
was created out of one of Adam's 
ribs. 
Later in the week his mother noticed 
him lying down as though he was ill, 
and she said, 'Johnny, what is the 
matter?' 
Little Johnny responded, 'I have a 
pain in my side. I think I'm going to 
have a wife.' 
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HOW  OTHER  CHRISTIANS  
HAVE  TO  LIVE 

 

Here’s a wee task all of us can 
do while we are sitting bored 

during lockdown.  Write a  
letter!  The one below is self—
explanatory and will make a 

difference particularly  
alongside your prayers 

Dear Lord Ahmad  
(cc Fiona Bruce MP, Special Envoy for 
Freedom of Religion or Belief), 
 

I am writing to request your urgent  
intervention on behalf of the children of 
the Du Merci orphanage in Kano State, 
Nigeria, whose case was highlighted to 
you last year by the UK FoRB Forum. 
 

As you are aware, Professor Richard 
Solomon Musa Tarfa was detained on 
25 December 2019, when armed  
officers from the police force and the 
National Agency for the Prohibition of 
Trafficking in Persons (NAPTIP)  
raided, without a warrant, the Du Merci 
Centre orphanage in Kano City. 19 
children who resided there were  
transported to the Nasarawa Children’s 
Home in the Kano State capital. On 31 
December 2019, the police raided the 
Du Merci branch in Kaduna State, 
where 8 children were seized and also 
transported to the Nasarawa Children’s 
Home.  
 

The professor was initially accused of 
operating an orphanage illegally;  
however, the charges were hastily 
changed to ‘criminal abduction of  
minors’ after his wife produced  
documentation proving that the  
orphanage was duly registered with 

several government bodies. He was 
freed following a review of his bail  
stipulations on 10 December 2020 after 
a year in detention, and his trial  
resumes on 21 January.  
 

However, disturbing reports have 
emerged from credible sources  
indicating that 15 of the children who 
were seized during the raids on the Du 
Merci orphanages in Kano and Kaduna 
States in 2019 are to be transferred from 
the Nasarawa Children’s Home to  
unknown rural locations, with those 
aged 4 to 10 being relocated on 18 Jan. 
 

These children have already endured 
much trauma. They have not been  
permitted to leave the government  
facility to attend school or church and 
have complained of being mistreated on 
account of their religious beliefs. They 
have been underfed, verbally abused, 
and one is in hospital, having suffered 
first degree burns to the face, hands, 
body and legs in a fire that broke out in 
the government-run home. There now 
appears to be a very real danger that, 
once transferred, all chance of the  
children returning home will be lost.  
 

May I urge you to use all available  
avenues to facilitate the return of these 
children to the security of the only 
home – and the only parents - they 
know, before they endure further  
trauma.  
 

Yours sincerely,  
 

ADDRESS FOR YOUR LETTER 
Lord Ahmad,    FCDO 
King Charles Street 
London 
SW1A 2AH 
AND FIONA BRUCE AT HOUSE OF  
COMMONS  SW1A 0AA 
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Prayer for February 2021 
 

Lord God in these Strange days 
When much is different, when so much 
Is dark, negative and makes us afraid 
We have the assurance of your loving  
Caring presence always, always there for us 
Yet much remains the same. Every day the 
sun gives light and warmth somewhere. 
The moon gives light somewhere each 
night. 
The birds sing. The spring flowers are  
coming. 
The light and love of our Lord Jesus Christ 
is with us each and every day and moment 
Let us give thanks and praise to Him and 
may we radiate that light in our daily lives 
 

Items for prayer during February 
 

Covid 19 
 

Remember all affected by the disease:  ill, 
bereaved, those who have lost employment 
the company of family and friends,  
youngsters missing the excitement of being 
at school or further education 
 
NHS in all its aspects giving thanks for 
commitment and the hope the vaccine 
brings to us 
  
Food bank, Club 170, giving practical help 
to many. 
  
U.S. of America the new president and  
administration 
  
Linda Hunter district 2 and Betty  
Roberts district 18 and all the people of 
their districts in their care. 
  
David our minister, Jo our Session Clerk, 
responsible for so much – meetings, weekly 
services and daily thoughts. 
 
Lent begins on the 17th of the month. 
 

Prayer 
 

As it became increasingly clear that the 
current restrictions on our meeting  
together were unlikely to ease  
sufficiently in the near future to allow 
us to gather in group meetings, the 
need for us to ensure continuation of 
shared prayer became evident. 
 

While our own individual prayers will 
have continued, there has been no  
opportunity for us to gather for shared 
prayer since the beginning of lockdown 
nor have we shared specific topics for 
prayer except occasionally though the 
weekly update. 
 

And so, we have arranged to  
recommence the weekly Wednesday 
prayer meeting at 7pm via ‘Zoom’. Of 
course, not everyone can access Zoom 
and we know that some will remain 
unable to share in prayer in this way. 
But we are pleased that several have 
been able to do so on recent  
Wednesday evenings. Should you wish 
to join with us then please email me on 
DDenniston@churchofscotland.org.uk 
and I will be glad to share the link. 
 

If you are unable to join via Zoom you 
may still wish to pause every  
Wednesday at 7pm for a few minutes, 
if you are able, and pray for the needs 
of individuals, our congregation and 
our world at that time. 
 

Additionally, monthly prayer topics are 
now being produced and distributed in 
printed or electronic form with the Church 
Magazine. 
 

We are very grateful to Lexa  for agreeing 
to produce this list of prayer topics which 
we hope will assist us in focussing our 
prayers on matters of shared concern. 
 

David Denniston 
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LODGING HOUSE MISSION UPDATE 

 

Although the LHM continues to be  
impacted by the new ‘Stay at Home’  
guidance we are working with a small 
team to meet our commitment to support 
those experiencing homelessness. 
 

Through our partnership work with  
Bethany Christian Trust and Glasgow City 
Mission we have secured 1,200 emergency 
supply packs for vulnerable households 
across Glasgow. There are four pack types; 
food, cleaning, toiletries and stationery. To 
date we have reached 146 separate  
households in crisis. 
 

LHM is now receiving regular referrals for 
help and assistance with food parcels,  
toiletries packs and clothing from various 
agencies for the clients they are working 
with. These include; Simon Community 
Scotland, British Red Cross, Hunter Street 
Homelessness Health Centre including 
Addictions Team and Blood Borne Virus 
Nurses, Positive Outcomes Project 
(Criminal Justice Team), Housing First, 
The Access Hub, Mungo Foundation, Wise 
Group and Quarrier’s.  In addition we have 
been able to supply £10 supermarket  
shopping vouchers to various charities 
frontline staff to issue to clients on our  
behalf. 
 

We have been able to assist a total of 549 
individual service users, from these there 
have been over 1,000 presentations at our 
Centre. Assistance given has related to 
welfare rights advice, support, homeless-
ness assistance, mobile phone top ups, 
meal vouchers, as well as emergency food, 
essential toiletries, clothing and winter 
weather packs.  Our chaplaincy phone line 
remains available for prayer, support and 
assistance. Our volunteers sorting food and 
clothing have continued their dedicated 
support despite tightening restrictions. 
Many churches and organisations have 
stepped up to offer additional support with 
regular supplies for our kettle food packs, 

clothing and toiletries. We are indebted to 
you all, none of this great work could be 
done without our many collaborative  
relationships and we want to say a heartfelt 
thank you to everyone who is part of the 
LHM Family who make all of this vital 
work possible 
 

The LHM asks for your prayers for God’s 
strength as the team continues to engage 
with vulnerable people, and are available 
to offer support to the Glasgow Overnight 
Welcome Centre until end of March. 
Please keep in mind all those living in 
temporary accommodation during this 
pandemic, concerned about their future.  
Pray for protection during this pandemic 
and beyond as we continue to provide  
essential services to those in most need. 
 

Adapted from Claire Herbert, Chaplain 
LHM 
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A letter from the 
Barnabas Fund 
re Zimbabwe 

Children 
 

“Thank you very much for the gifts 
totalling £1,425 from Queen’s Park 
Govanhill Church.  We greatly  
appreciate this generosity to help feed 
starving children in Zimbabwe.  We 
are so glad that you share our concern 
for these children desperately in need 
of food.  Your gift will make a real 
difference to people who often have 
no-one else to help them. 
Please continue to remember in your 
prayers all our suffering brothers and 
sisters in Zimbabwe, stumbling 
through one crisis after another in that 
country for many years. 
Thank you again for all your support 
 
Rosemary Sookhdeo, Director,  
Barnabas Fund 



 

 
 

 
FEBRUARY  2021 

 

Don’t slip back 
 

The Very Rev Albert Bogle reflects on the lessons learned from social  
distancing for the Church. 
 

My life is in Christ 
 

The Rt Rev Dr Martin Fair considers the difference between passions and the 
meaning of life. 
 

We are not enemies 
 

Jackie Macadam brings together US ministers and staff within the Church of 
Scotland looking to the future after a bitterly contested US presidential  
election which revealed deep divisions within their homeland. 
 

Getting the message over 
 

Lawyer Iain Mitchell QC tells Jackie Macadam about his call to the Bar – and 
preaching in the Church of Scotland. 
 

Lenten reflections 
 

The Rev Tommy MacNeil brings the first in a series of reflections for each 
Sunday in Lent. 
 

The art of reconciliation 
 

Ruth Harvey reflects on the commandments which contribute to peacemaking. 
 

All this, and reviews, crosswords, youth column, bible study, church  

registers and much more. News from the church – national and  
worldwide. 
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Payment for your 2021 copies of Life 
and Work is now due for those  

subscribers still to pay.  Please remit to 
the Church Treasurer, Mrs Margaret 
Borland, at the Church Office as soon 

as possible. 



INTIMATIONSINTIMATIONSINTIMATIONS   
 
 

1. Cases of illness or urgent pastoral need should be 
 intimated without  delay to the Minister. 
 
2. Any person who would like to become a communicant 
 member of the church should speak to the Minister. 

 

3. The final date for submitting articles for the March
 Magazine is Sunday 28th February. 
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TREASURER’S  REPORT  TO  31st JAN  2021TREASURER’S  REPORT  TO  31st JAN  2021TREASURER’S  REPORT  TO  31st JAN  2021   
     
   Open Plate     £            0 
   Freewill Offerings    £        935 
   Gift Aid Freewill Offerings  £     4,310 
   Total       £     5,245 
   Average per Sunday (5 weeks)   £     1,049 

 

 
OTHER  INCOME  IN  JANUARY 
 
Donation to Zimbabwe Appeal      £70 
(Total donations to Zimbabwe appeal £1425) 
Donation to Pathfinders       £25 
 
 

M. Borland, Treasurer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

GENERAL  FABRIC  FUNDGENERAL  FABRIC  FUNDGENERAL  FABRIC  FUND   
   

Balance at 1/1/21  £10,263 
+ Income        £         0
                 £10,263 
Expenditure       £     936 
Balance at 31/1/21      £  9,317 
   



OFFICEBEARERSOFFICEBEARERS  
 
 

 INTERIM MINISTER    Rev David Denniston         07903 926727 
 SESSION CLERK      Mr Jo Gibb        at Church Office
 FABRIC  TEAM      Mr. Euan Gibb         at Church Office
 HOSPITALITY  TEAM    Miss Morag Reid       at Church Office
 PASTORAL  TEAM          Miss Lexa Boyle       at Church Office
 MISSION  TEAM             Miss Lynn Flower       at Church Office
 PRAYER  TEAM           
 MINISTRY TEAM          Rev David Denniston      at Church Office   
 MUSIC & DRAMA TEAM   Mrs Lynn Gibb        at Church Office
 FINANCE  TEAM     Mr Lindsay Macqueen    at Church Office    
 ADMIN/OFFICE  TEAM      Mrs Rhona Hughes          at Church Office 
 EDUCATION  TEAM    Mr Malcolm Leitch       at Church Office
 TIME TALENTS MONEY TEAM   Mrs Joyce McNae    at Church Office 
 YOUTH  TEAM     Miss Lynn Flower           at Church Office  
 CONG.  TREASURER    Mrs. Margaret Borland    at Church Office   
 MAGAZINE  EDITOR    Mr. Malcolm Leitch      
             malcolmleitch135@btinternet.com    
 MAGAZINE DISTRIBUTION Mrs. Rhona Hughes  at Church Office
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Lower Hatton in Dunkeld.  The beavers built a dam, the river 
broke its banks and formed a skating rink on top of the road 


