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From  our  Interim  MinisterFrom  our  Interim  MinisterFrom  our  Interim  Minister   
3
. 

Dear friends, 
 

‘Comfort, O comfort my people, 
says your God’ (Isaiah 40: 1) 

 

As I write this, the shape of any 
family and group Christmas  
celebrations is extremely uncertain. 
We do not know what kinds of  
gatherings will be permitted, how 
many households will be able to 
come together or what restrictions 
may apply to travel etc. 
 

This pandemic is having a much 
more dramatic and prolonged  
impact on our lives than we  
imagined to being with.  
 

I heard someone say that whatever 
the restrictions might be over the 
Festive period they were determined 
to stay up until midnight on  
Hogmanay, not so much to  
welcome the New Year as to be sure 
that this year went!  
 

It has certainly been a challenging 
time and – as I will say elsewhere in 
this magazine – has had its effect on 
the progress of Interim Ministry and 
even on what we thought were our 
cautious and considered plans for 
returning to regular Sunday worship 
in our building.  
 

Many of us (probably most of us, 
and possibly all of us!) are finding 
this ongoing situation frustrating, 
wearisome, depressing and  

exhausting.  
 

But it will not last 
forever. There is 
hope! Indeed, this 
season Advent speaks 
of hope and promise, 
of light coming into the darkness.  
Advent reminds us that we are to wait 
– wait patiently and hopefully – for 
God’s promises to be fulfilled. And at 
Christmas we celebrate the fact that 
these promises were fulfilled in the 
birth of the Christ Child. As Isaiah said 
‘the people who walked in darkness 
have seen a great light’!  
 

So let us be patient and hopeful as we 
wait for this darkness and difficulty to 
pass. Let us be comforted by our God 
who brings light to the darkness. And 
let us prepare to celebrate Christmas in 
a very different way and setting, but 
nonetheless knowing that a child has 
been born for us, a son given… and he 
is Emmanuel, God with us.  
 

The light shines in the darkness and the 
darkness has never extinguished it. 
 

Comfort, my people! 
 

Your friend, 
 
David Denniston 
 
Interim Minister 
DDenniston@churchofscotland.org.uk 
07903 926727 
 



 

 
 
 

Worshipping without Singing 
In these strange days, even on those occasions 
when some of us can gather in church to wor-
ship, we are unable to sing. This is all the 
more strange, disconcerting and frustrating as 
we approach Christmas when we would be 
looking forward to joining in the familiar 
songs, hymns, and carols. 
 

But while we may not be able to sing, we can 
still worship. And of course, when we are 
sharing in worship at home by the internet or 
on the phone we can still sing! (and please do) 
For those times when some of us can gather in 
the church building for a service, the  
restrictions of this season may prevent us from 
singing out, and so we have to find fresh  
opportunities for adoration of our God. 
 

So, what can we do? How can we worship 
without singing? Here are some ideas, all of 
them good, biblical ways to worship that  
people have practiced over the centuries. 
 

Use your mind & heart 
Instead of singing the words, in your head 
register, read and hear the words. Then let 
them go from your head to your heart, so we 
end up doing what is advocated in Ephesians 
5:19: ‘make music in your heart to the Lord.’  
 

Use your breath 
We can mouth the words, even whispering 
them very quietly under our breath in our 
masks. We can let our breath unite with the 
breath of God’s Spirit, and know his presence. 
If you’re able to pray in a God-given prayer 
language (sometimes known as ‘tongues’) 
then quietly pray in this way too. In doing 
this, we’re fulfilling the call of Psalm 150:6: 
‘let everything that has breath praise the Lord! 
 

Use your hands 
After our mouths, the next most commonly-
used tool for communication is our hands. Just 
watch people talking in public, and you know 
this is true. That’s why it often surprises me 
that many followers of Jesus fail to use their 
hands very much in worship. And yet the  
Bible encourages us to do just this, speaking 
of ‘lifting hands’ (Ps. 141:2; 1 Tim. 2:8), 
‘spreading out hands’ (Ps. 143:6) and 
‘opening hands’ (Deut. 15:8) to God. If 
you’ve never used your hands in worship in 
this way, now is surely the time to explore 

this, lifting the name of Jesus higher and 
higher. 
Use your ears 
With less distractions from our own voices, 
and from others around us, we should be all 
the more aware of the sounds of worship 
which will mainly come from the front - from 
those leading. So let’s ensure we’re using our 
ears well for listening: listening to the words, 
the prayers and the praises, and as we do so 
let’s be attentive to the prophetic voice of the 
Holy Spirit who wants to ‘strengthen,  
encourage and comfort’ us (1 Cor. 14:3). 
 

Use your eyes 
As well as using your ears to listen, open your 
eyes to see. Look at the signs and symbols in 
the building and let them enhance your wor-
ship. Most are there for a purpose. So be 
aware of space and shadows, of colour and 
candles, of pictures and people. Look beyond 
the familiar and see things in a fresh way. Use 
what you see to cause you to be thankful and 
draw close to God. 
 

Just a few ideas. Please don’t sing, but do 
worship.  
With acknowledgement to Matthew Porter, 
Vicar of St Michael-le-Belfrey, York, from 
whose blog this is adapted and abridged.  

 

Do Christmas Well 
We received this news from ‘The Well’  
regarding their Christmas Appeal and so 
commend it to you. 
 

As a valued-partner of Well Multi-Cultural 
Resource Centre (The Well), we would like to 
draw your attention to the Christmas Appeal 
we recently launched.  The Appeal is called 
‘Do Christmas Well’ and it encourages  
people to look to the needs of others this 
Christmas.   
 

This year has been a very difficult year for all 
of us, but for many among the ethnic minority 
communities in Govanhill, social isolation is 
not new.  It is a daily struggle, alongside  
poverty, racism and language and cultural 
barriers.  As with many things, this pandemic 
has perhaps impacted those who were already 
disadvantaged the worst.   
 

At The Well we have seen some clients who 
have lost loved ones and many more who 
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communicate this to you over coming 
weeks. 
Meanwhile, this is how we hope the services in 
December will look. 
 
6th December ADVENT 2 Comfort my 
People  Isaiah 40: 1-11      Service online 

 

13th December ADVENT 3 Good News
 Isaiah 61: 1-4&8-11        Service online

    

20th December  ADVENT 4 All Age Xmas 
Service            Service in church and live-cast 
 

27th December  CHRISTMAS 1 The Wise 
Ones Matthew 2: 1-12        Service online 

 
3rd January CHRISTMAS 2 The Word
 John 1: 1-18         Service online 

 
We are additionally in the process of  
planning an online service for Christmas 
Eve / Christmas Day which will ‘go live’ on 
the evening of 24th December and remain 
available on 25th December.  
 

Please remember… 
‘Thought for the Day’ will continue to be     

published on a daily basis on our webpage and 

is also available by email and on the phone 

number 0141 473 6899.  

Community Outreach Worker 
 
Last month we learned that we have been given 
permission to recruit for a ‘Community  
Outreach Worker’ to work in the Govanhill area 
of our parish. This post (designated a ‘Ministry 
Development Staff’ or MDS post by the Church 
of Scotland) has now been advertised and we 
have already received some intimations of  
interest, which is encouraging.  
 
Please make this post widely known via your 
own networks etc. 
 
All the details can be found here: 
 
https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/__data/
assets/pdf_file/0004/71923/QUEENS-PARK-
GOVANHILL-Community-Outreach-
Worker-Oct-2020.pdf 

5 
have lost jobs.  Some families were left  
destitute for months, unable to access vital 
sources of income following job loss without 
our face-to-face support during the first  
lockdown.  When we were able to safely  
re-open we had vast numbers of complex 
issues to help people with, ensuring that their 
basic needs were met first and foremost. 
 

We would appreciate it if you could 
 encourage your congregation to help us to 
make the season brighter for ethnic minority 
communities in South East Glasgow by  
donating to The Well at www.give.net/
DoChristmasWell.  This will enable us to 
continue to demonstrate God’s love and  
provide the hospitality, care and advice they 
so urgently need.  
 

You can follow our Appeal on social media 
@thewellglasgow.  
 
We are very grateful for your continued  
support and wish you all a Merry Christmas. 

 

Forthcoming Services 
 

Due to the decision to place Glasgow and 
surrounding areas under Level 4 restrictions 
from Friday 20th November until Friday 11th 
December, we have had to revise our plans 
for forthcoming services. Due to the limit of 
20 people allowed to worship under Level 4 
restrictions, the Kirk Session decided (in 
common with many other congregations) 
that the plan to hold worship in the church  
building on Sunday 6th December should be 
changed. This service will no longer be held 
in the building but will be online only (and 
also on the telephone).  
 

We remain hopeful that we will be able to 
have worship in the building for up to 50 on 
Sunday 20th December (which we plan to be 
an All Age Service for Christmas Sunday). 
However, this will be subject to any further 
announcements from the Scottish  
Government. 
 

Meanwhile, should you wish to plan  
attendance on Sunday 20th December in the 
church building then you should book a 
place with the Session Clerk, Jo Gibb, either 
by phone or email. We will make every  
effort to keep information up to date and to 



 
 

Remember the Cow 
for Christmas?  
Remember  Daphne’s Roof? 
 

These were two fundraising events for 
the congregation of  Queen’s Park in 
2003 and 2004 to help the people in 
Zimbabwe at Daphne Ndlovu’s home 
church. 
 

The prime minister of Zimbabwe and 
latterly president until he was forced 
out in 2017 was Robert Mugabe and 
his policies and behaviour had brought 
the country of Zimbabwe to its knees 
with super inflation and terrorist  
actions re seizing of land without  
payment. 
 

When Daphne told us about the  
problems the church in Zimbabwe was 
suffering we raised £1,000 to help pay 
for a new church roof and the  
following year we raised £1,115 to pay 
for cows which as well as feeding  
families were also a source of ongoing 
income. 
 

The problems in Zimbabwe have not 
disappeared along with Mugabe.      
Hyperinflation is still there,  currency 
shortages, fuel shortages power outages 
compounded in 2019 by the worst 
drought in decades and now in 2020 
with coronavirus with few of the  
medical facilities we have to fight it. 
 

Enforced lockdown and night  curfews 
have caused great hardship and  
farmers are not allowed on to their 
fields.  Even the much feared army and 
police have become thin with hunger 
and they get more than the general 
population.  By Christmas two thirds 
of the population will need food aid. 
 

Whenever starvation stalks a land, 
children and the elderly are the first to 
fall.  Children in Zimbabwe are  
already suffering malnutrition,   

 stunted growth and pellagra ( a disease 
caused by lack of vitamin B3). 
 
Much has been made in the UK of meals 
for schoolchildren during  holidays to 
ensure they get food each day and  
despite a lack of government commit-
ment most children are catered for. 
 

In Zimbabwe there is no food in the 
house.  Even if there was, there is no  
firewood or electricity  to cook it.  Even 
if there was fuel, emaciated parents are 
too ill to do any cooking. 
 

We are a congregation committed to 
help others in many ways and  
specifically through Club 170, the  
Foodbank and the Glasgow Lodging 
House Mission. 
 

Do we have anything left to help the  
children of Zimbabwe?  A special  
porridge called ePap made from maize 
and soya beans with added  vitamins 
brings health back to malnourished  
children almost  instantaneously. A child 
of seven or over needs 50g costing 14p 
per day—£1 per week.  Children under 
seven need half of that.—50p for a week. 

If you are able to help, please donate  
directly into the church bank account 
clearly marking your donation for 
 Zimbabwe or by cheque made out to 
Queen’s Park Govanhill Church  in an  
envelope to the church address.   
Thank you. 
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 On behalf of the 
Foodbank team I 
would like to thank 
everyone who has 
supported the  
Foodbank during 
this very strange 
and challenging 
year.  The money 
we received has  
enabled us to buy 
the items that we 
need for a basic 3 
day food bag and 
the donated groceries have gone  
towards our basic bags. 
 

 Perhaps some of you are not aware of 
what goes into these bags?  They  
consist of 3 emergency meals for 3 days:  
 

Weetabix~Teabags~*Soup~*Beans~ 
*Spaghetti~*Vegetables~*3 Mains 
(Mince, Curry, Meat etc) and a  
packet of biscuits.   Dried Pasta is also 
offered to clients.  Also, courtesy of 
Locavore, fresh fruit once a  
fortnight.    
The items marked with * are all 
tinned.  
 
Any food we receive over and above our 
basic needs are put aside and added to 
the bags when we have enough to give 
to everyone coming to the Foodbank. 
 
This year has been like no other for us.  
From having 15-28 clients weekly pre 
Covid 19, 40-65 clients is now the norm.    
We have had to adapt our opening times 
to allow for donors to safely donate 
from 9.30-10.30 and for clients, 10.30-
12.00.   A number of the team are  
unable to be at the Foodbank until  
restrictions have been lifted so we had to 
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take on extra  
volunteers from 
outwith the  
congregation to 
allow us to  
return to weekly 
opening.   
 

Anyone from 
the congrega-
tion who is  
interested in  
being part of the 
team, once a 
month for 3 

hours, please contact me at  
qpgfoodbank170@aol.com   
  
Listed above is our Christmas “wish 
list”  Any item on the list would be 
gratefully received by 17th  
December.  It has always been our 
policy to give our clients a little  
extra at Christmastime, hopefully we 
can continue this year. 
 

Your continued prayers and support 
for the Foodbank is really  
appreciated.   
 

Wishing everyone good health, stay 
safe and keep well! 
 

Blessings 
 

Wendy – Team Leader 
 

 
 

The Foodbank Team is very  
grateful to the TTM Team for their 

very generous donation of £200. 
Their support of the work of the  

Foodbank is very much  
appreciated. 



 Not too long ago, a large seminar 
was held for ministers in training.  
Among the speakers were many well 
known motivational speakers.  One 
such boldly approached the lectern 
and, gathering the entire crowd’s 
attention, said,  
 “The best years of my life were 
spent in the arms of a  woman who 
was not my wife. 
 The crowd was shocked!  He 
followed up by saying,  “And that 
woman was my mother!” 
 The crowd burst into laughter 
and he gave his speech which went 
over well. 
 About a week later one of the 
ministers who had attended the  
seminar decided to use that joke in 
his sermon.  As he shyly approached 
the pulpit, he tried to rehearse the 
joke in his head.   
 It seemed a bit foggy to him 
this morning.  Getting to the  
microphone, he announced loudly, 
“The greatest years of my life were 
spent in the arms of a woman who 
was not my wife!” 
 His congregation sat shocked.  
After standing there for almost 10  
seconds trying to recall the second 
half of the joke, he finally blurted 
out “...and I can’t remember who 
she was!” 
 

St. Peter and Satan were having an   
argument one day about football. 
Satan proposed a game to be played 
on neutral grounds between a select 
team from the heavenly host and his 
own hand-picked boys. 
"Very well," said the gatekeeper of 
Heaven. "But you realise, I hope, 
that we've got all the good players 

and the best coaches." 
"I know, and that's all right,"     
Satan answered unperturbed. 
"We've got the referee.” 
 

The after-dinner speaker just didn't 
have a Stop button. He burbled on 
and on and on, oblivious to his    
increasingly restless audience.  
Finally one of the more drunken 
diners hurled an empty wine bottle 
at him. It missed, and hit the  
Chairman instead. 
As the Chairman slid slowly to the 
floor clutching his head, he was 
heard to murmur, "Hit me again, I 
can still hear him." 
 

The doorbell rings. A man opens 
the door and there's his mother-in-
law on the front step. 
She asks, "Can I stay here for a few 
days?" 
The man says, "Sure you can." as 
he closes the door.  
 

What’s the best thing about  
Switzerland? 
I don’t know but  their flag is a big 
plus. 
 

Yesterday I saw a guy spill all his 
Scrabble letters on the road.            
I asked him, “What’s the word on 
the street?”   

 

A man asked me for a donation  
towards the local swimming pool. 
So I gave him a glass of water. 
 

I tried to sue the airport for  
misplacing my luggage 
I lost my case. 
 

What do you call a bee that can’t 
make up its mind? 
A Maybee. 
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   CHRISTMAS  GREETINGS 
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To all my friends in QPG 
a Merry Christmas and a 
Happy and Peaceful New 
Year  

Alastair Moss 

Christmas Greetings to 

all my friends in QPG. 

  Janette Knox 

Wishing our Church Family 

a happy Christmas and a 

healthy New Year  Alice Neil 
Ella and Dewar Flower wish all our Church friends a very happy Christmas and a good New Year.  

Christmas wishes to 
everyone with good 
health & happiness in 
2021.  Linda xx 

To all our 
Church Family: 
We wish you a 
Happy, Healthy 
and Peaceful 
Christmas and 
New Year! from 
Duncan, Brenda 
and family.  

Merry Christmas to all 

at QPG Church from 

Isobel Haddow, Angela, 

Jaqueline and Carli xx 

A Blessed Christmas 

and 2021 to everyone 

at QPG. Lots of love 

from Patricia and 

Lindsay 

Merry Christmas 

to you all. May you 

find peace and time 

to relax at this  

special time.  

Wishing you best 

wishes for a less 

eventful 2021.  

Joan, Kristina, 

Stefan, Vanessa  xx 

Happy Christmas and many  blessings for the New Year .  Look for ward to seeing you all !!! Give thanks for the best gift of all , Jesus     Love from Lexa 

Wishing everyone 

at QPG a very 

happy Christmas 

and a safe and 

healthy 2021. Best 

wishes, Margaret 

Borland  

A peaceful and blessed Christmas to all at QPG Urska 

 Wishing you all a 
Merry Christmas 
and a Happy and 
Healthy 2021. Jean 
Crawford   xx 

I wish you all a  

peaceful and joyous 

Christmas and look 

forward to seeing you 

in reality in 2021. 

Louise Laing 

A Merry Christmas to all our Church Family, love from Ann Marie, George, Rachel, Lizzie & Callum xxx 

Seasons greetings to all  

our church famil y 

Peace and Bl essi ngs 

George and Li sbeth. 

A Merry Xmas and a 

Good New Year to all 

my friends in QPG. 

Love Nancy G. xx 

The Magazine Editor and  
Production Staff wish all 
our readers  best wishes in 
this season of goodwill to all 
and a bright 2021 to come. 

To all friends in QPG who are missed so much- We wish you the true blessing of Christmas and  a New Year of good health, peace and happiness. with love Jim & Betty Roberts 

Wishing everyone a Happy and Healthy Christmas and New Year.       Greta x 



 CLUB 170 REPORT   
DECEMBER 2020 

 
Although almost every other “normal” 

activity in our society has been severely 

curtailed by the arrival of the Coronavirus 

in our midst, Club 170 has continued to 

fulfil its original aim of ministering to the 

needs of the most disadvantaged members 

of our community. Ever since the  

announcement of the initial lock-down 

back in March, thanks to the dedication of 

a small group of Club helpers who were 

not in the “vulnerable” category, the Club 

doors have been able to open each Sunday 

at 5 o’clock. Although the Club could not 

meet as normal and serve the usual hot 

meal in the comfort of the Gateway Hall, 

pre-packed bags containing a “ready 

meal” supplied by Locavore together with 

sandwiches  made by the Club’s faithful 

sandwich-makers and home baking  

provided by Morag Reid have been given 

out at the small side door each Sunday. 

 

Over the summer months, the numbers 

attending had dropped well below our 

usual 25-30 in “normal” times but over 

the last few weeks as the weather has  

become more wintry and the darkness has 

come earlier, the number of guests has 

started to increase again. A few weeks 

ago the decision was taken to add hot 

drinks to what was on offer and these 

have been taken up by our guests  

enthusiastically. Initially Bovril seemed to 

be the favourite – more popular than tea 

and coffee – but in the last week hot  

chocolate has been on the menu and that 

too has been “warmly” welcomed. 

 

Although the usual Christmas party,  

complete with a visit from Santa, will 

not be able to take place this year,  

arrangements are in hand for Gift bags 

to be handed out probably on the     

Sunday when the party would normally 

have been held and for our regular 

guests to be given Vouchers for the   

local “chippy” so that they will not go  

without some sustenance on the two 

Sundays on which we will be closed at 

the end of December and the beginning 

of January. Thanks to the generosity of 

the congregation, the Club’s finances 

will enable us to cover the costs of this 

quite comfortably. All those involved 

with the running of the Club are  

indebted to the congregation for their 

continuing faithful financial and  

prayerful support. 

 

Thanks are due to Betty Roberts for her 

faithful oversight of the Club’s activities 

each Sunday. She has been very ably 

supported by Georgina, Urska, Gill, 

Krissie, Joyce, Judith, Alasdair and 

Mark before his departure for “foreign 

parts”. Everyone is very grateful for 

their commitment to the continuation of 

the Club’s activities during these  

difficult times.  

 

With the recent  

encouraging news about 

the various vaccine trials 

we hope it will not be 

too long before we can 

put up the “business as 

usual” sign at 5pm each 

Sunday. 
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CHURCH  FINANCE 
 

Offering Envelopes 
Because of the difficulties of using 
weekly freewill offering envelopes 
during the pandemic with many 
members unable to get to church 
even during the infrequent openings, 
the Kirk Session decided it made 
more sense to change to a monthly 
offering envelope for 2021. 
 

These sets of 12 envelopes will be 
sent out during December for use in 
the month designated. They can be 
filled then delivered by whatever 
means to the church.  If anyone who 
does not normally receive envelopes 
but would now like to join the 
MEC—the Monthly Envelopes 
Club— please let me know. 
 

Standing Orders 
The number of members using bank 
standing orders to contribute  
financially has almost doubled since 
the first lockdown started. This is an 
excellent method of giving because it 
means that our Church Treasurer, 
Margaret Borland, knows how much 
is coming in each month—almost 
£4,000 at the moment by standing 
order—to pay the bills which keep 
coming in even if we are not using 
our premises regularly. 
 

If you would like to join the SOC—
the Standing Orders Club—it’s a 
simple process.  Either do it through  
internet banking or fill in a few  
details on a printed form and hand in 
to your bank. Either way, let me 
know and I’ll give you all the details. 
 

Gift Aid 
If you pay tax at all on your wages, 
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salary, pension, investments, then you 
can add 25% to your givings to the 
church by filling in a gift aid form.  
Simple as that.  The church can then 
claim back the tax you paid on the 
part of your income you have  
donated to it. 
 

50 members of the congregation have 
gift aided their contributions this 
year and we have been able to claim 
almost £16,000 from the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer.  If you pay tax and 
would like to join the GAC—the Gift 
Aid Club—please let me know. 
 

Audit of Organisations’ Accounts 
There will be little activity in the  
accounts of most Organisations,  
particularly after February so we 
 expect very little to inspect this year. 
 

However, we have not yet heard if or 
how this is to be done for 2020 but we 
will keep treasurers informed when 
we receive any news.  In any case, 
please prepare your accounts at the 
year end as usual. 
  

Our Financial Situation 
Despite lockdown, we have a large 
number of bills to pay.  We have done 
our best to reduce these to a  
minimum but the total with one 
month to go until the end of the  
financial year is over £110,000 and 
our income amounts to around 
£90,000. So our deficit is running at 
about £20,000, similar to last year. 
 

However, it would have been a lot 
worse without the commitment and 
generosity of so many members of 
our congregation so a big thank you 
to you all. Have a merry and  
peaceful  Christmas and a better 
2021.     RLM 
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CHRISTMAS  GREETINGS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May the Light of Christ shine upon you  
to bring you the peace of which angels sang  

and the joy which the shepherds knew,  
this Christmas time 

 

David & Jane Denniston 



Gifts for Church House 

As you know we normally support Church House at Christmas 

by giving gifts for children at their Christmas parties. This year, 

more than ever before there will be a great need and so we hope 

we can continue to do this in a safe manner.  

To assist with this the church will be open to receive wrapped 

gifts on Tuesday 1st , Thursday 3rd and Wednesday 9th            

December from ten thirty till twelve or gifts can be brought to the 

service on Sunday 6th December. Please enter by the MAIN (big) 

church doors where a box will be available to receive gifts or    

selection boxes. This will enable contactless giving to ensure    

safety. If you do not feel comfortable coming to the church but 

wish to give please call Lynn on 07718743291 and we will try to 

come to an alternative arrangement. Your support is very much 

appreciated.        Thank you. 
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Autumn storms at 
Maidens harbour 



 
 
1508  London houses receive piped 
water again, for the first time in over 
a thousand years, since the Romans 
left town!  
 
1608  Birthday of  English Poet, John 
Milton. 
 
1697  Sir Christopher Wren’s St 
Paul’s Cathedral is opened. 
 
1720  Birthday of Charles Edward 
Stuart, Scottish royal better know as 
Bonnie Prince Charlie or the Young 
Pretender, son of James, the Old  
Pretender.  
 
1783  William Pitt became British 
Prime Minister and Chancellor of the 
Exchequer at the tender age of 24. 
 
1803  USA doubles in size when it 
buys Louisianan from France. 
 
1901 Marconi sends first wireless 
transmission over 2000 miles across 
the Atlantic. 
 
1903 Orville and Wilbur Wright 
made the first successful  
man-powered airplane flight. 
 
1903 The first car number plate (A1) 
is issued in the UK. 
 
1913 First Cross Word Puzzle  
published in New York World.  
 
1918  Iceland gains independence 
from Denmark. 
 
1922 Irish Free State is created  
splitting Ireland into North & South. 
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IT  HAPPENED  IN  DECEMBER 
 

1922  The world’s first regular  
entertainment radio broadcasts are 
transmitted by the British  
Broadcasting Corporation. 
 
1936 King Edward VIII abdicates to 
marry American divorcee Wallis 
Warfield Simpson. 
 
1941 Japanese Attack Pearl  
Harbour. 
 
1944 Glenn Miller Killed In Plane 
Crash.  
 
1948 Universal Declaration on  
Human Rights by United Nations. 
 
1955 Rosa Parks sets off a bus  
boycott in Montgomery, Georgia. 
 
1955  Half-ship, half-aircraft, the  
hovercraft invented by  
Sir Christopher Cockerell 
 

1956 Cuban Revolution Begins. 
 

1960 First episode of  Soap 
"Coronation Street". 
 
1967 Worlds First Heart  
Transplant in South Africa. 
 
1969 Death Penalty abolished in the 
UK. 
 
1980  Forty-year-old ex-Beatle John 
Lennon was murdered in New York.  
 
1988  A Pan American jumbo jet 
bound for New York is blown out of 
the sky by a terrorist bomb and 
crashes onto Lockerbie. 



Life And Work 
 

First an apology from the Session Clerk at 
the intermittent distribution of Life and Work 
during the pandemic.  Entirely down to my 
mislaying the circulation list, of who had 
subscribed to Life and Work, from time to 
time. So for those who did not get a copy 
when they should have you are free to  
approach the Session Clerk for a refund. Not 
to say that you will get one but feel free to 
approach. 
 
Attached to this message you will see a  
renewal letter from The Church of Scotland 
and an order form. Some have already  
indicated they wish to continue to receive 
copies via QPG. Others that they wish to  
order direct from The Church Mission and 
Discipleship Council to guarantee they  
receive a copy posted direct to their home 
address. In order that we order sufficient  
copies I would be grateful if those who wish 
to receive copies from QPG would let me 
know as soon as possible (other than those 
who have already done so). Also if Direct 
Debit forms are required I can provide these.  
J. Gibb Session Clerk 

 

ORDERING LIFE AND WORK 
FOR 2021 

 
 

AUTOMATIC RENEWAL 
As the Life and Work team along with their 
Church of Scotland colleagues will continue 
to work from home for the remainder of this 
year, we will not be issuing order forms for 
return. Instead we will automatically renew 
your congregation’s order for 2021. 
 
PRICE 
Despite increased production costs year-on-
year the cover price of the magazine has  
remained the same for the last 2-years. After 
much analysis and to safeguard this  
important resource a small increase of 20p 
needs to be added to the cover price from 
January 2021. This will help meet some of 

the rising costs of production. 
 

To simplify the renewal process we have 
only a single price for Life and Work in 
2021 and that is the new cover price of 
£3. If paying annually the price will be 
£36 or £9 paid quarterly. We kindly ask 
that you do not send payment as an  
invoice will be issued early next year. If 
you are an overseas congregation you will 
no longer be charged a postage fee. 
 

PROMOTION: 2 FREE ISSUES 
In the current climate we recognise the 
obstacles some people may face in  
receiving a copy of the magazine via their 
church. It is important we support our 
loyal readers and offer the opportunity to 
have the magazine sent direct to their 
home.   
 

We are offering a special promotion to 
anyone switching from purchasing 
their magazine via their church to 
placing a personal order to be sent to 
their chosen address. This offer will be 
available throughout 2021 and is  
payable by direct debit only. 
12 Month Subscription ONLY £30 

(2 FREE ISSUES) 
 

Anyone wishing to take advantage of 
this offer will find details at  
Life and Work, 121 George Street,  
Edinburgh EH2 4YN. :   
Contact:- admin@lifeandwork.org 
 

SAVINGS can also be made by  
subscribing to a digital edition of 

Life and Work at 
www.lifeandwork.org 

 

SUBSCRIBING TO LIFE AND 
WORK DIRECTLY  

SUPPORTS  
THE VITAL AND VIBRANT 

WORK OF THE CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND 

 

THANK YOU 
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Interim Ministry 

 
Taking forward the Aims and Objectives of 
this Interim Ministry period in our  
congregation’s life (following the  
congregational meeting with the  
Transitional Support Group in February of 
this year) has certainly been challenging!  
 
All the restrictions imposed by the  
pandemic have made it impossible to take 
matters forward in the usual way. To begin 
with the presumption was that restrictions 
might be relatively short-lived and so we 
could afford to wait. Then it seemed best to 
plan ahead in anticipation of the easing of 
restrictions in the expectation that group 
meetings and so forth could be planned. 
However, as things stand at the moment, 
even ‘one to one’ meetings are not  
permitted and we may be months away 
from any group or congregational  
discussions being allowed. 
 
I have therefore been thinking, planning, 
reading and engaging in online discussions 
with my colleagues and with ‘121’ and 
Presbytery in order to plan how to take 
things forward as best we can in the  
present circumstances. 
 
The resulting plan is as follows: 

Increase the use of online and          
telephone contact to include      
addressing the main Aims and  

      Objectives for this Interim Ministry 
Increase the frequency of online Kirk 

Session meetings to explore the 
Aims and Objectives 

Distribute a questionnaire (by email 
and post) to allow congregational 
comment and response on the 
Aims and Objectives 

Set up a regular online chat which any 
member may choose to join to  
explore issues 

 

As soon as it is permitted, I will  
      arrange ‘one to one’ meetings 

with elders and members 
As soon as it is permitted, small group 

meetings to discuss issues will be 
facilitated (this may be some 
months away) 

As soon as it is permitted, a further 
meeting of the congregation with 
the Transitional Support Group 
will be arranged to reviews the 
Aims and Objectives and to       
‘re-set’ the course of the Interim 
Ministry for the next period 

Discussions are taking place with 
Presbytery and ‘121’ with a view 
to the length of the Interim     
Ministry placement being        
extended beyond the normal    
period to enable the Aims and 
Objectives to be addressed, the 
new Community Outreach   
Worker (if appointed) to settle 
into post and the future course of 
the congregation to be set. 

Of course, this has been a frustrating  
period for many reasons, and the inability 
to take forward the Interim Ministry  
agenda as fully or effectively as would  
normally be the case has been especially 
disappointing. But the extension of my 
time with you and the deployment of    
alternative means of progressing matters 
will hopefully enable us to now make  
progress and steer a course towards the 
future. 
 
Some of those steps noted above have 
already begun to be put in place, and the 
New Year will see most of those which 
can be implemented taken forward as  
fully as we are able at this time.  
 
David Denniston 
 



Daily Bread” NOTES: DECEMBER 
 
The God for everyone      Light in the Darkness 
 

 
 

 

WAY IN….to Isaiah 5-12 
 
These chapters of Isaiah contain expressions of God’s deepest anger with his  
people and some of his direst prophesies. Things were going to get very back for 
them in consequence of their disobedience and lack of faith. And yet, even while 
foretelling his people’s destruction, God gave them a message of hope. In the 
midst of the darkness, a light would shine. 
 
Nowadays Christmas celebrations start early in December (if not before) but  
traditionally Advent was a season of preparation, of waiting in the darkness for 
the promise that seemed so long in coming. The candles lit on Advent wreaths on 
each of the four Sundays before Christmas are points of light, reminding us of the 
hope, faith, joy and peace we have in Jesus. Similarly there are points of light 
throughout these chapters, reminders of the hope, joy and peace that Jesus will 
bring to those who stand firm in their faith. 
 
By Jennie Pollock (adapted) 

Tue 1 Isaiah 1:21-31 Thur 17 Acts 11:19-30 

Wed 2 Isaiah 2:1-5 Fri 18 Acts 12:1-19a 

Thur 3 Isaiah 2:6-22 Sat 19 Acts 12:19b-25 

Fri 4 Isaiah 3:13-4:1 Sun 20 Psalm 126 

Sat 5 Isaiah 4:2-6 Mon 21 Isaiah 5:1-7 

Sun 6 Psalm 124 Tue 22 Isaiah 6:1-13 

Mon 7 Acts 9:1-9 Wed 23 Isaiah 7:1-17 

Tue 8 Acts 9:10-19a Thur 24 Isaiah 8:1-22 

Wed 9 Acts 9:19b-31 Fri 25 Isaiah 9:1-7 

Thur 10 Acts 9:32-43 Sat 26 Isaiah 9:8-17 

Fri 11 Acts 10: 1-8 Sun 27 Psalm 127 

Sat 12 Acts 10:9--23a Mon 28 Isaiah 9:18-10:4 

Sun 13 Psalm 125 Tue 29 Isaiah 10:20-27 

Mon14 Acts 10::23b-33 Wed 30 Isaiah 11:1-16 

Tue 15 Acts 10:34-48 Thur 31 Isaiah 12:1-6 

Wed 16 Acts 11:1-18     
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DECEMBER 2020 

 
Needs and wants 

 
Ron Ferguson highlights the magic of Christmas and explains why the 
most important gifts cannot be bought. 
 

Living Christmas every day 
 

The Very Rev Dr Albert Bogle makes a plea not to keep Christmas in a 
box. 
 

   A Covid Christmas 
 

Jackie Macadam describes some of the challenges of 
marking Christmas in 2020 
 

Today, tomorrow and for eternity 
 
The Rt Rev Dr Martin Fair explains why the message of the Christ Child 
is not just for Christmas. 
 

Giving thanks 
 
In the last part of the series marking the 50th anniversary of the Church 
of Scotland SRT Dr Murdo Macdonald looks back – and forward – at the 
life of the unique project. 
 

October Assembly business 
 

Thomas Baldwin rounds up the business which took place at the online 
General Assembly of the Church of Scotland on October 2 and 3. 
 
 
 
All this, and reviews, crosswords, youth column, bible study, church  
registers and much more. News from the church – national and world 

wide. 
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INTIMATIONSINTIMATIONSINTIMATIONS   
 
 

1. Cases of illness or urgent pastoral need should be 
 intimated without  delay to the Minister. 
 
2. Any person who would like to become a communicant 
 member of the church should speak to the Minister. 

 

3. The final date for submitting articles for the January
 Magazine is Sunday 27th December. 
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TREASURER’S REPORT  TO  30th  NOV  2020TREASURER’S REPORT  TO  30th  NOV  2020TREASURER’S REPORT  TO  30th  NOV  2020   
     
   Open Plate     £        553 
   Freewill Offerings    £     8,105 
   Gift Aid Freewill Offerings  £   48,511 
   Total       £   57,169 
   Average per Sunday (48 weeks)   £     1,191 

 

OTHER  INCOME 
 
 

Donation from TTM to Church Funds       £400 
Donation from TTM to Foodbank         £200 
Donations for Poppy Scotland (Erskine)     £175 
Donations for the Lodging House Mission  £200 
Donation to Church House                           £  50 
Donation to Foodbank          £  20 
Donation to Club 170           £  20 
Donations to Zimbabwe Children to date   £125 
 

M. Borland, Treasurer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

GENERAL  FABRIC  FUNDGENERAL  FABRIC  FUNDGENERAL  FABRIC  FUND   
   

Balance at 1/1/20  £  6,830 
+ Income        £  3,043
                 £  9,873 
Expenditure       £  9,361 
Balance at 30/11/20      £     512 
   



OFFICEBEARERSOFFICEBEARERS  
 
 

 INTERIM MINISTER    Rev David Denniston         07903 926727 
 SESSION CLERK      Mr Jo Gibb    638 5768 
 FABRIC  TEAM      Mr. Euan Gibb    638 5768  
 HOSPITALITY  TEAM    Miss Morag Reid  440 7406 
 PASTORAL  TEAM          Miss Lexa Boyle  427 3999  
 MISSION  TEAM             Miss Lynn Flower  631 4964    
 PRAYER  TEAM           
 MINISTRY TEAM          Rev David Denniston         07903 926727 
 MUSIC & DRAMA TEAM   Mrs Lynn Gibb    638 5768 
 FINANCE  TEAM     Mr Lindsay Macqueen       01655 332588    
 ADMIN/OFFICE  TEAM      Mrs Rhona Hughes    at Church Office 
 EDUCATION  TEAM    Mr Malcolm Leitch    423 7501 
 TIME TALENTS MONEY TEAM      Mrs Joyce McNae 423 1897  
 YOUTH  TEAM     Miss Lynn Flower        631 4964 
 CONG.  TREASURER    Mrs. Margaret Borland  at Church Office   
 MAGAZINE  EDITOR    Mr. Malcolm Leitch     423 7501 
             malcolmleitch135@btinternet.com    
 MAGAZINE DISTRIBUTION Mrs. Rhona Hughes  at Church Office
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A colourful display of 
Guernsey Lilies 

(Nerines)  
in November 


