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From our Interim MinisterFrom our Interim MinisterFrom our Interim Minister   
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Dear friends, 

 
‘Let the peoples praise you, O God; 

let all the peoples praise you.  

The earth has yielded its increase; 

God, our God, has blessed us’  

(Psalm 67 vs 5 & 6) 

 

For the last six months, nothing has 
seemed normal and everything 
seems to have changed. We entered 
into ‘lockdown’ in March and while 
it seemed things were beginning to 
ease and some degree of normality 
was beginning to return, yet (at the 
time of writing this) Glasgow and 
surrounding areas along with some 
other parts of the country remains 
under re-introduced restrictions 
while there is the very real threat of 
a second lockdown as infection 
rates rise again. 

 

It is all so frustrating and dispiriting, 
is it not? In the midst of this it is 
almost impossible to make any firm 
plans as it seems any presumed 
emergence from lockdown is at best 
fragile and at worst simply a  
temporary respite.  

 

It feels as if everything has changed 
and that a return to whatever 
‘normal’ might look like remains a 
long way off. 

 

And yet, in reality, there are some 

things that have not, 
will not and cannot 
change. God’s  
faithfulness does not 
change. His  
provision does not 
change. The  
turning of the earth has not changed, 
nor has the progression from season to  
season, as now summer dips into  
autumn. And it is at this season that we 
celebrate the harvest being gathered in. 
The earth once more yields its  
abundance of fruit and grain. 
 

As is said elsewhere in this magazine, 
it is our hope that our delayed return to 
the building for worship will now be 
on Sunday 4th October. And perhaps it 
is fitting that this also is Harvest 
Thanksgiving. Of course, this year, 
Harvest Thanksgiving will be in a  
different form as we will not be able to 
offer the usual gifts of food or even 
have the usual Harvest display in the 



 

 
 

 

building. But the heart of the meaning 
and celebration of Harvest will not 
have changed, for we will still thank 
God for his faithfulness, his provision, 
his goodness and the harvest of land, 
of sea, of deep earth and of human  
labour. 

 

Much has changed and is very  
different. But some things have not 
changed and remain the same year on 
year. 

 

Let us give thanks to God that in a 
changing and uncertain time, he  
remains faithful, his goodness never 
fails, and his love does not change. 

 

Your friend, 
 
David Denniston 

Interim Minister 
DDenniston@churchofscotland.org.uk 
07903 926727 
 

 
 

Forthcoming Services 
 

During October, our services  

continue to follow the story of the 

Children of Israel and their  

journey in the wilderness from 

Egypt to the Promised Land in the 

Book of  Exodus. 

 

When we reach November our  

focus will change to reflect the 

themes of All Saints and  

Remembrance. 

 

 

Journeying with Exodus 
 

 

4 October HARVEST  

 Rest, Redistribute & Rejoice 

 Exodus 23: 10-16 

 

11 October   

 The Golden Calf  

 Exodus 32: 1-14 

 

18 October   

 Moses & The Lord 

 Exodus 33: 12-23   

 

25 October    

 The Death of Moses 

 Deuteronomy 34: 1-12  

  

 

1 November ALL SAINTS 

 Blessed in Life & Death 

 Matthew 5: 1-12 
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HARVEST  THANSGIVING 

 

Harvest Thanksgiving will be  

celebrated on Sunday 4th  

October, which we also hope 

will be our first service back in 

the church building – all being 

well! 

 

The normal practices of a  

Harvest display and of the  

donation of gifts of food will 

not be possible this year due to 

the current restrictions. 

 

However, we will still be able 

to give financially towards the 

work of those who care for the 

most needy and vulnerable in 

our community and city.  

Details will be announced. 

 

REMEMBER 
 

If you want to come to church 

on 4th October you have to 

book in advance (see pages 

11—12) 
 

No-one is allowed to give you 

a lift to church in a car unless 

you stay in the same  

household (see page 12). 
 

You must be aware of your 

vulnerability to the virus  

dependent on your age and 

medical condition, etc.  Use 

the checklist from the link on 

page 12. 
 

All doors in the church will 

require to be left open during 

the service making the  

atmosphere cooler than usual 

(page 11). 

 
 

"The Gardiner family would 

like to express their sincere 

thanks for all the phone calls, 

cards, messages, flowers and 

support during this sad time 

following the sudden death of 

George's Dad, John Gardiner. 

All our love and prayers to 

our church family.God bless." 
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 STUART BRUCE                                              

(24th January 1944 - 4th September 

2020)  

 
Stuart Bruce was a very active member 
and elder at Stamperland. He had many 
roles within the church including being 
Superintendant of the Sunday School, 
leader of the Drama Club,  Beadle,  
gardener, watchman, handyman/fixer 
and many, many more.   In recent years 
Stuart had acted as Parish Assistant at a 
number of churches in Glasgow  
Presbytery including of course  
Govanhill Church.  His sudden death 
was a shock to all who knew him. Rev 
Alastair Cherry delivered this warm 
and heartfelt tribute at the service held 
in Williamwood Parish Church on 18th 
September 2020 to celebrate Stuart's 
life. 

TRIBUTE TO STUART BRUCE  

 
It is sad that current circumstances have 
curtailed what we had hoped to be a 
fully attended service of thanksgiving 
for the life of Stuart Bruce. Instead, we 
are reduced in number, limited to that 
of  close   family and relatives.  
 
Stuart left a very detailed resume of his 
life which was helpful. I could talk of 
his early life, at home with Melville and 
Sadie and with his sister Hilda; of his 
school life at Langside     Primary and 
Shawlands Secondary. I could tell you 
of his training to become an architect 
and his time with Glasgow Corporation 
and later the City Council; of the  
importance of Langside Old Parish 
Church where he met Ann; his   

marriage and settling in Stamperland; 
of his move with Ann to Craighill Drive 
and the arrival of David. 
 
I could draw attention to his early  
married life in Stamperland Church 
where both he and Ann were very  
involved in the congregation’s life; how 
Stuart became an elder there in 1974. 
But my involvement came ten years 
later when I arrived as the new minister 
in July 1987. I got to know Stuart very 
early on because that was  Stuart’s way, 
trying to be helpful, nothing was 
too much trouble, always ready to help. 
Stuart led the junior Sunday School and 
a happy place it was where children just 
loved to be with Mr Bruce and he 
went around on Sunday usually with 
some child following behind him.  
 
He also discovered I had been known to 
take part in amateur dramatics, at 
school, as well in my previous  
congregation and so I was roped into 
the church Dramatic Club. There we 
did plays and eventually, much to  
Stuart’s disapproval, but egged on by 
Jean Anderson, launched into  
pantomimes. Stuart realised that the 
move was a good one and that practice   
continued.  Stuart had great patience, 
especially when many of us didn’t learn 
our lines but never a cross word came 
from his lips; you just knew you had let 
him down. 
 
In 1994 Stuart became my church  
officer.  His   predecessor used to come 
into the vestry before the service and 
prattle on about nothing in particular, 
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 which for a minister, preparing for 
worship is most distracting. Stuart 
always came in to see me in the  
vestry, then left before worship 
started to give me time to myself and 
I really appreciated that. He fought 
off all who would try to come to the 
vestry door to see me before church, 
and I was thankful for that too. 
 
Stuart joined the Presbytery’s Elder 
Training Course on Worship and 
along with others could then  
participate in the leading of the  
Sunday service.   Latterly it meant I 
could go on holiday and leave the 
worship leaders in charge of Sunday 
mornings and Stuart took the lead in 
this in Stamperland. 
 
This was to lead Stuart into a new life 
as a local   minister, filling in for a 
minister who is ill, or on  holiday or 
where a church is vacant. In the past 
10 years   Stuart has looked after  
congregations from  Govanhill to Ayr. 
Many folk have benefitted from his 
ministry with Ann in that time. 
 
But I cannot neglect Stuart’s life as a 
son, brother, husband, father and 
grandfather.  He was essentially a 
family man where his family were a 
priority. Of the time he shared with 
Ann over 50 years of       marriage; of 
his relationship with David where it 
was as much a brotherly love as one 
of father and son; of his devotion to 
his grandchildren, Eilidh, Scott, Ewan 
and Cara; of the happy times doing 

family things - meals, holidays in   
different places including their trip 
t o g e t h e r  t o  D i s n e y l a n d , 
Paris.  Of grandchildren doing  
sleepovers - lots of experiences to  
remember him with love. 
 
These are only some memories. Each 
of you will have your own. My prayer 
is that these memories with sustain 
you in the coming days and weeks.  
 
It is hard to sum up a life, lived for 
others as much as for himself. His 
death came so suddenly, so  
unexpectedly, that we were all taken 
by surprise. Only three weeks into his 
new home, Stuart left it for the last 
time. I know that family are grateful 
for the love and support they have  
received; from the staff at Hairmyres 
Hospital as well as for the love and 
prayers offered and the many  
sympathy cards that have been sent.  
All of us are at a loss today; the  
suddenness of his passing; someone 
so fit who never looked his age.  
 
We will all surely miss Stuart. But 
that loss will be felt greatest by Ann, 
David and Valerie, Eilidh, Scott, 
Ewan and Cara. To all members of the 
family, we express our deepest     

sympathy. 

A fuller version of this eulogy can be 

found at 
http://www.stamperlandchurch.btck.co.uk/

StuartBruce  
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" Tae the Shearin' we will go." 

(Old Scottish Folksong) 

 
" Krronk"..... " Krronk"!   The  
raven did not take kindly to intruders 
into the great ice-sculpted hollow or 
corrie which he saw as his own  
unchallenged domain, and the echoes 
of his cry resounded from the black 
volcanic cliffs which formed three 
sides of the corrie.   Beyond his cry of 
annoyance was only an eerie stillness 
All was hushed around the little loch 
on the corrie floor --- Loch Cuithir. 
 
The stillness was not to last!  The 
summer holidays beckoned and my 
sister Rae and I longed for the day 
when as a family we would set off for 
our grandparents' house in Skye. Once 
there, my parents would stay for a 
week, then return home, leaving us to 
spend the next four weeks with our 
seanair and seanamhair. 
 
Seanair had a small croft, one of five 
in "our" township called Grealine. In 
the vicinity were fifty or more similar 
crofts. Although small each had a 
share of several square miles of rough 
common grazings. There their sheep 
roamed freely. Each crofter was able 
to recognise his own by branded  
initials on horns, earmarks and  
distinctive red and blue paint marks 
("keel") on the fleece. 
 
All the sheep were rounded up several 
times each year; for " dipping" to  

protect them from maggots; for 
"weaning" in autumn to separate 
lambs from their mothers and so on. 
 
However, as children we knew that 
the round up for "shearing 
" (“clipping" in Highland English or " 
rusgadh" in the other tongue) was by 
far the most fun! We waited  
impatiently for a flag to be raised as 
the signal that " Latha na Rusgadh" 

was here at last. 
 
Immediately, shepherds wielding their 
cromags accompanied by one or two 
sheepdogs could be seen emerging 
from almost every house. As they 
headed purposefully for the common 
grazing, our auntie and seanamhair 

sprang into action also. Thermos 
flasks were filled with tea, bannocks 
buttered (and with rhubarb jam as I 
recall), cheese sandwiches and aran 

coirce (oatcakes) with butter or 
crowdie prepared and all carefully 
packed in two baskets. Then, we all 
set out for Loch Cuithir, about three 
miles distant -- but for young legs that 
was nothing. (I can't speak for the 
adults!) Surrounding the loch was a 
large green area and on it was a 
"fank" or sheepfold --similar to those 
which Jesus used to speak of when we 
read the Gospels. 
 
We set off with the intention of  
reaching the fank about half an hour 
before the sheep and menfolk arrived. 
We arrived as we wished and could 
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   faintly hear the sheep on the breeze 
from a long way off. When they 
eventually came there was a busy 
period driving them into the fank. 
 
That done, everyone sat on the grass 
for lunch (dogs included.) All 
around on the green other groups 
were doing the same thing  
overlooked by the walls of the  
corrie. The sound volume was  
increasing amplified by the bare 
rock walls. The raven gave a last " 

Krronk" and, disgusted, flapped off 
to a quieter perch! 

 
Then the men plunged into the  
swirling mass of sheep in the fank, 
each grabbing hold of a horn of one 
of his own sheep. standing astride of 
the animal as it was pulled outside, 

swiftly turning it on its back and 
shearing it without ceremony. A 
skilled shearer can remove a fleece in 
about two minutes. Once shorn, the 
sheep is set free. The fun comes when 
only one or two sheep remain in the 
fank, determined to hold onto their 
fleece at all costs! 
 
 We, the children, had the job of  
rolling up the fleeces ready to be 
packed into large bags to be carried 
homewards later. The end of the day 
was normally uneventful, but I  
remember one famous occasion when 
we were at the centre of a  
violent thunderstorm. All afternoon 
the sky had grown darker. The claps 
of thunder were ear-splitting and the 
lightning flashes were truly  
terrifying. Then came the hailstones. 
battering us like marbles. 
 
To get home quickly was the order of 
the day- and we almost made it, but 
with a mile to go the heavens really 
opened. Within moments we were all 
drenched to the skin or as they say in 
the north," sirping" or " bog fliuich".  
A great day was had by almost all -- 
even the thunder, hail, lightning and 
torrential rain added to the adventure. 
But my poor seanamhair was  
terrified of thunder.! 
 
The sheep would grow to like their 
new lighter coat - and the raven was 
back on his perch "Krronk!" 

Krronk! "       MDM 
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 Returning to our Church 

Building 
 

As you are aware, it had been the  
initial hope and intention of the Kirk 
Session that we return to worship in 
our building on Sunday 20th  
September. In the event, that proved 
not to be possible as we were unable 
to complete all the required  
preparations in time for that Sunday. 
 

By the time you read this we hope to 
have been able to get the various 
safety certificates completed by the 
various contractors and on Sunday 
20th September the Kirk Session 
agreed the Risk Assessment document 
and the necessary procedures which 
have been put in place to comply with 
Scottish Government requirements 
and Church of Scotland Guidance and 
to ensure our safety. 
 
Subject to some final inspections and 
works etc, all of this now needs to be 
approved by the Presbytery before we 
are given permission to reopen. 
 
But we are now very hopeful that we 
will be re-opening the building for 
worship on Sunday 4th October.  

Specific details will be provided on 
the congregational webpage and by 
email as we get nearer that date and 
the approvals required have been 
granted. 
 
Given that the numbers able to attend 
will be limited, physical distancing 

will be required and all who attend 
will need to give contact details etc 
for ‘Trace and Protect’ purposes, it 
will  be necessary for us to operate a 
‘booking system’. We appreciate 
that – for a number of reasons – not 
all our members will feel able to  
return at this stage, and so we aim to  
‘live-cast’ the service online and 
(later in the day) make it available 
also by phone. 
 

Those attending services in the 
church building should note the  
following information: 
 

It will be the responsibility of 
each individual to undertake 
their own assessment of their 
vulnerability using the  

      checklist that has been made 
available (there is a link to 
this on page 12). 

People MUST book a place in 
advance and spaces will be 
strictly limited due to  

      Government restrictions. In 
addition to those who will 
have to be present in order 
for the service to happen at 
all, there will be space for no 
more than another 40 people. 

Those who cannot access the 
sanctuary by the stairs or 
who require ready access to 
the toilets will require to  

       indicate that they wish a 
place in the Welcome Hall 
where the service will be 
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live-streamed. The lift will not 
be available 

Everyone will be required to have 
attendance recorded upon  

      arrival 
Hand sanitizer should be used on 

entry and exit 
Physical distancing will be  
      observed, a one-way system in 

place and worshippers will be 
required to be seated as  

      directed and await direction 
before exiting. 

We are required to ensure that the 
building is thoroughly  

      ventilated and so it may be 
quite cool and draughty (and 
will be even more so as the 
year progresses) 

Households may sit together in 
pews only 

Singing will not take place 
Face coverings will be required 

throughout the service except 
for those leading or reading for 
the period they are so doing 

No teas and coffees will be served 
at this stage 

There will be no shaking of hands 
or physical greetings 

 
While much of that may sound a little 
unappealing, be assured that we will 
seek to make the worship experience 
as meaningful as possible. Those who 
attended the experimental service on 
16th August report that as well as  
feeling ‘safe’, it was more meaningful 
than they may have feared or expected. 
 

The Kirk Session have determined that 
we will not initially have these  
services in the building on a weekly 
basis but we will start by holding them 
monthly before proceeding to weekly 
once a review of the services has been  
undertaken and all the practicalities 
have been arranged. 
 

Please be assured that on dates when 
we are not worshipping in the building 
the Sunday Services will continue 
online at 11am on the Queens Park 
Govanhill webpage https://qpgpc.com/
services/ or on Facebook, Twitter, and 
YouTube pages. These services  
remain available thereafter so that you 
can join later if for any reason you 
cannot be ‘with us’ at 11am. And the 
service can also be listened to on 0141 

473 6899 (this is a local rate number). 
 

‘Thought for the Day’ will continue to 
be published on a daily basis on our 
webpage and is also available by email 
and on the phone number 0141 473 

6899. 
 

In conclusion, these are the main 

things that you will need to consider 

in relation to our resumption of  

services in the church building: 
 

If attending worship in the  
      building you will be required 

to follow all the requirements 
(as noted above) and follow the  

      directions of those on door and 
stewarding duty. 

If you wish to attend on 4th  
      October you must indicate  
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this in advance and provide a  
contact telephone number, also  
indicating if you require to be 
seated in the Welcome Hall rather 
than the Sanctuary, by either  
telephoning the Session Clerk, Jo 
Gibb (0141 638 5768 or 07522 
997748) or emailing Jo 
(jogibb60@gmail.com). A  
household group need only  
provide one phone number, but 
will still need to indicate how 
many are in their group. 
         At this time, due to the  
restrictions imposed by  
Government and Church  
guidance, and as reinforced by 
decision of the Kirk Session, we 
are sorry that no member of the 

congregation is permitted to  

offer a lift in their car to any 
other member who is not part of 
their household (or ‘extended  
household’). 
        It is the responsibility of each 
member to consider for  
themselves the risk to their own 
health (and ultimately that of  
others) that may arise from  
attending worship in the church 
building. You are strongly  
encouraged to take the Risk  
Assessment test available at  
www.churchofscotland.org.uk/
__data/assets/
pdf_file/0004/68719/Appendix-4-
060820.pdf and base your  
decision to attend or not on the 
results of this. 

                              David Denniston

  CLUB 170    

 

As was reported in the 
July magazine Club 170 
continues to operate in 
its simpler form while 
the church building is 
closed due to restrictions.   
 

We are as always extremely grateful 
to many sources for their ongoing  
support which allows us to prepare 
and share bags of ready to eat food 
for anyone in need –Locavore for 
supplying fruit and meals, those who 
collect from Locavore,  our  
dedicated sandwich makers, our 
home baker Morag, the teams of 
helpers, those who have donated 
money and to all who uphold the 
Club in prayer.  These are weekly 
tasks and commitments and all very 
much appreciated by the team and 
by those who enjoy the food  
provided. 
 

As winter, colder weather and darker 
nights approach we are considering  
some possible changes which may 
provide a more welcome pack for 
our visitors over the changing  
season. 
 

Meantime a sincere thank you to all 
who support in any way. 
B.R.    

  
    



 

 

Indonesia’s decision to remove a 

Bible application from Google Play 

Store contradicts the state-

promoted philosophy of Pancasila, 

according to an expert on the  

doctrine of religious tolerance and 

national unity. 

The Minangkabau Bible app was 

removed from the digital  

distribution service in early June 

following a request by the governor 

of West Sumatra, Irwan Prayitno, 

who claimed that it caused  

discomfort to the Minangkabau 

people living in the province, the 

majority of whom are Muslim. 

More than 69,000 West Sumatra 

residents – or 1.43% – are  

Christian. 

NIGERIA 

A Nigerian pastor, already 

wounded in a Fulani militant  

attack, was shot multiple times by 

the gunmen as he attempted to 

warn his Adara Christian  

community, in Kaduna State, of 

the impending raid on Sunday, 6 

September. 

Pastor Alubara Audu heard voices 

close to his home at 2 a.m. and  

HOW  OTHER  CHRISTIANS  HAVE  TO  LIVE 

attempted to raise the alarm for 

the residents of Buda village,  

Kajuru local government area. As 

they fled, the pastor was shot and 

fell to the ground. 

Despite being wounded, the pastor 

continued to shout out to the 

other villagers to flee, until the 

gunmen shot him multiple times 

at close range. 

Pastor Alubara, 45, leaves a 

widow, Amina, two sons and two 

daughters. 

CONGO 

At least 58 people were killed and 

17 kidnapped when Muslim  

militants attacked two villages in 

the mainly-Christian north-east of 

the Democratic Republic of 

Congo in early September. 

Twenty-three people were  

murdered on 8 September and 

another 35 were killed two days 

later in the heavily forested 

Tshabi area of southern Ituri 

province. Large numbers of the 

population have since fled 

“People were killed with every 

sort of weapon, knives, guns,” 

said a villager in Tshabi. 

“Seventeen people are listed as 

disappeared, but they have almost 

definitely been kidnapped.” 
Members of the Allied  

Democratic Forces (ADF), an 

Islamist militant group active in 

the region for more than two  

decades, are thought to have  

carried out the atrocity. 
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 Pakistan 

Pakistani Christian Asif Pervaiz 

was sentenced to death on 8  

September after he was convicted 

of sending text messages with 

“blasphemous content”. 

The 37-year-old former garment 

factory worker has been in custody 

since 2013, when he was accused 

by his supervisor of sending  

derogatory text message remarks 

about Muhammad. Pervaiz denied 

the charges, saying he had merely 

forwarded the messages. 

A sessions court in Lahore ordered 

Pervaiz to serve a three-year jail 

term for “misusing” his phone  

before “he shall be hanged by his 

neck till his death”. He was also 

fined 50,000 rupees (£230; $300; 

€250). 

Pervaiz’s lawyer Saif-ul-Mulook 

said he would appeal the  

conviction in the High Court. 

“This case should have been 

thrown out by the judge,” said the 

lawyer, “He has already spent 

seven years awaiting the court’s 

decision. Who knows how many 

more years he will have to wait till 

this is over?”  

Pervaiz claims that his supervisor 

had been trying to convert him to 

Islam and accused him of 

“blasphemy” after he quit his job. 

Section 295-C of the Pakistan  

Penal Code carries the death pen-

alty for “defiling the name” of  

Muhammad, although no one has 

been executed to date. 

A young Pakistani Christian woman 

working as a domestic servant was 

beaten by her employers, and later 

accused of theft, after she refused to 

convert to Islam. 

Eighteen-year-old Anika Shehzad is 

from a poor family and took the  

live-in job for a monthly wage of 

5,000 Pakistani Rupees (£23). 

 After a few days, Anika was asked 

to convert to Islam, which she  

refused to do. When the pressure on 

her became unbearable, she told her 

employers she wanted to leave and, 

infuriated, they began to beat her. 

One of the family 

took Anika to her 

parents’ house in 

Ferozwala district 

in Shakhupura and 

claimed that the 

teenager was beaten because she had 

stolen money. Anika’s parents 

sought medical treatment for their 

daughter and, supported by their 

local pastor, started to ask questions 

about their daughter’s mistreatment. 

Her former employers retaliated 

with further accusations, this time of 

Anika’s father stealing money and 

gold from their house. 

 Christian women working as  

domestic servants are particularly 

vulnerable to abuse and false  

accusation by their employers. In 
May 2018, a 17-year-old Christian 

girl working as a maid for a Muslim  

family was murdered for “not   

cleaning the house properly”. 
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FACTS  ABOUT  HARVEST 

1.  The word harvest comes from Old English haerfest, meaning Autumn. 
 

2. Depending on conditions, harvest time can take place as early as July,  

 all the way through to September (and occasionally October. 
 

3. The combine harvester was invented in the  

 US by Hiram Moore in 1834. Earlier  

 versions were pulled by teams of horses, 

 donkeys or mules. Moore invented a full-

 scale version by 1839. 
 

4. The name of the combine harvester was derived from it combining 

 three separate operations involved in harvesting – reaping, threshing 

 and winnowing, into a single process. 
 

5. Corn dollies are one of the customs of early harvest time. In pagan 

 times, people believed that the spirit of the corn lived in the crop so 

 when the crop was harvested, the spirit was left homeless. So, the last 

 sheaf of the harvest was made into a “corn dolly”, which spent the 

 winter in the farmer’s home and was believed to bring luck for the 

 next harvest. 
 

6. In 2019, 16.3 million tonnes of wheat was produced in the UK and 8.05 

 million tonnes of barley. 
 

7. In the UK, Harvest Festival is traditionally held on the Sunday nearest 

 the harvest moon, the full moon that occurs closest to the autumn  

 equinox (on the 22nd September 2020). 
 

8. Celebrating the harvest was once a pagan affair. Today’s church  

 celebrations only began in earnest in Victorian times, when the Rev.

 Robert Stephen Hawker invited his parishioners to a special harvest 

 thanksgiving service at the church in Morwenstow, Cornwall in 1843. 
 

 9. Early English settlers took the idea of harvest thanksgiving to North 

 America. They invited native Americans to a harvest feast at the  

 Plymouth  Plantation to celebrate a successful crop. Turkey wasn’t on 

 the menu initially – the feast included goose, lobster, fish and deer. 
 

10. Michaelmas Day – also known as the feast of Saint Michael –  

 celebrates  the end of the harvest on 29 September. Historians say this 

 originated in the fifth century when the cult of St Michael spread to 

 Christianity in the West.  

15 



 
WISE  WORDS 

 

In my many years I have come to a 

conclusion that one useless man is a 

shame, two useless men is a law firm 

amd three or more is a government 

John Adams 

 

I contend that for a nation to tax  

itself into prosperity is like a man 

standing in a bucket and trying to lift 

himself up by the handles. 

Winston Churchill 

 

A government which robs Peter  to 

pay Paul can always depend on the 

support of Paul. 

George Bernard Shaw 

 

If you think healthcare is expensive 

now just wait until you see what it 

costs when it’s free. 

P.J. O’Rourke 

 

The only difference between a tax 

man and a taxidermist is that the 

taxidermist leaves the skin. 

Mark Twain 

 

What this country needs are more 

unemployed politicians. 

Edward Langley 

 

Our prime purpose in this life is to 

help others. And if you can’t help 

them, at least don’t hurt them. 

Dalai Lama  

 

Alimony is the high cost of leaving.  

 

Don’t take life too seriously. You’ll 

never get out of it alive. 

Elbert Hubbard  
 

A dog has many friends because he 

wags his tail instead of his tongue.  
 

A fine is a tax for doing wrong. A tax 

is a fine for doing well.  
 

A first grade teacher is one who 

knows how to make little things 

count.  
 

If all else fails, read the instructions. 
 

You soon learn how little you know 

when a child begins to ask questions.  
 

A sick man who takes a turn for the 

nurse is getting better.  
 

Don’t ever wrestle with a pig. You’ll 

both get dirty, but the pig will enjoy 

it.—Cale Yarborough  
 

Imagination was given to man to 

compensate him for what he is not, 

and a sense of humour was provided 

to console him for what he is. 

Oscar Wilde  
 

You can do anything, but not  

everything.—David Allen  
 

If the lessons of history teach us  

anything it is that nobody learns the 

lessons that history teaches us.  
 

What the world needs is more  

geniuses with humility, there are so 

few of us left.—Oscar Levant  
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AN UNUSUAL CONSEQUENCE OF COVID  

There are currently an increasing number of  

reports in the medical press of some unexpected 

long term complications arising from infection by 

the Coronavirus such as generalised muscular 

aches and pains, continued loss of the sense of 

smell and unexplained exhaustion. However in 

the last few months several medical practices in 

the Govanhill, Strathbungo, Queen’s Park and 

Shawlands area of the city have reported quite a 

few patients presenting with unusual and  

inexplicable symptoms characterised by a vague 

sense of  listlessness, loss of appetite, loss of  

concentration and a sense of distraction and 

sleeplessness. Those affected were mainly in the 

middle aged or elderly age group. The matter 

eventually came to light at one of the regular 

meetings of general practitioners from this area of 

the city. When it became apparent that this was 

something affecting a significant number of  

patients from several adjacent practices in  

different Health Centres and surgeries, it was 

decided to send out Health Visitors from each 

practice to conduct some preliminary  

assessments. The Health Visitors confirmed the 

ongoing nature of these ill-defined symptoms but 

were at a loss to explain them. Eventually it was 

sufficiently important to seek the advice of the 

Health Board on what should be done next. Was 

this a long term complication of Covid 19 unique 

to this area of the city – a distinctive syndrome of 

some kind perhaps?  

 The matter came to the attention of several local 

MSP’s and they (no doubt conscious of the  

forthcoming election next year) cross-questioned 

the Health Minister in Holyrood. As a result  

experienced officials were despatched by the 

Health Board in an attempt to get to the bottom of 

this. A lengthy questionnaire was devised  

covering all aspects of the affected individuals 

past and present lives. Collation and cross  

referencing of the results did not provide any  

obvious clues and it was agreed that all affected 

individuals should be visited for a second time 

but on this occasion permission should be sought 

for an inspection of the home in the hope that 

some life-style related clues might emerge. When 

the visits had been completed and the team  

reassembled to compare their findings again it 

 appeared that they had drawn a blank until 

one of the visitors commented on how she 

had been surprised by the number of empty 

jam jars in two of the kitchens she had visited. 

Several of the other visitors sat up at that  

comment and said that they had found exactly 

the same but had not thought it relevant to the 

investigation. Further investigation revealed 

that ALL the houses had a significant stash of 

empty jam jars and that they had previously 

contained a range of homemade jams and 

marmalade from a church in Queens Drive. 

Apparently following the Lockdown the  

coffee mornings, afternoon teas and other 

special events at which stocks of the jam and 

marmalade would normally have been  

replenished, had all been cancelled. The 

empty jars had been retained in the hope that 

they might one day be refilled.  When the 

Health Board officials reported back to the 

GP’s it was agreed that although the NHS did 

not allow prescriptions for jam to be issued, 

each of the affected individuals should be told 

to buy jam in their local supermarket with 

some of the patients being told to go to  

Morrisons, some to the Coop, some to Tesco 

and some to Sainsburys in the expectation that 

one of these propriety jams might prove more 

useful in alleviating the symptoms than the 

others but when the results were compared 

after 3 months of “the treatment” only slight 

improvement was noted and no one  

Supermarket jam was better than any other 

and certainly nowhere near as beneficial as the 

home made variety! All patients were still 

displaying the original symptoms. It has now 

been officially labelled the HMJDS - the 

Home Made Jam Deficiency Syndrome and is 

due to be written up in one of the leading 

medical journals shortly! 

The matter therefore remains a mystery and it 

is rumoured that the Health Minister in     

Holyrood is about to set up an Expert     

Working Group who will interview all those 

involved in the production of the jams and 

marmalade emanating from this church in 

Queen’s Drive and try to identify what is 

unique about the way in which they are      

produced. A further report will follow. 
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At the end of September there are still butterflies on the Buddleja 

The Flower Team have donated £50 to both the Lodging House Mission 

and our own Foodbank in lieu of Harvest Thanksgiving. 

Flowers were also sent to the Gardiner family. 



   from contractors 
including 
McQuorcordale 
roofing.    
I have also been 
in contact with 
Govanhill Development Trust who 
are one partner in the consortium 
identified as preferred bidders for the 
building. 
As some may remember, in April the 
consortium partners had applied for 
funding to carry out a feasibility 
study. This application was  
successful, and a feasibility study and 
business plan is being prepared.  
Under the current circumstances this 
is not straightforward, involving  
discussions and meetings which  
cannot take place face to face. The 
production of a business plan will  
assist in obtaining funding for the 
purchase of the building.  
As part of this process The Govanhill 
Go group have issued a survey on 
Facebook asking interested parties to 
make suggestions about what  
activities they would like to see the 
building used for. Should anyone 
wish to obtain the link, I will pass it 
on. 
As you can see progress is glacially 
slow, but nevertheless some progress 
has been made and the Consortium 
are still pursuing funds in order to 
purchase the building.  
As progress is made further  
information will be passed onto the 
congregation.   

Jo Gibb 

Daisy Street Update 
Since I last updated the congregation on 
the position with Daisy Street in April, 
there has been very little information 
available. 
In August the annual insurance  
inspection took place and a number of 
recommendations were made.  
As a consequence a hardy group of  
volunteers gathered one evening in  
September to clear the weeds from 
around the building. A huge thank you 
to all those who came. Having sent  
pictures of their efforts to our insurers I 
received a very complimentary reply 
expressing their appreciation of the  
efforts of all involved.  
Following the retirement of Mr Keith 
Mason who has been our main contact 
with the General Trustees in relation to 
Daisy Street, our interim minister, 
David, was able to contact Mr Neil Page 
who is now dealing with property on 
behalf of the general Trustees, and was 
also able to have discussions with Mr 
Mike Dinnes, Glasgow Presbytery  
property convener. 
On 18th September I was able to meet 
with Mike Dinnes at Daisy Street, and 
toured the building outside and in. He 
informed me that the General Trustees 
had set aside a fund to ensure work 
could be done to ensure the building 
was maintained as wind and watertight 
in preparation for the coming winter. 
This will include replacing some roof 
tiles, repairing damaged guttering and 
pipes, covering skylights, and repairing 
internal damp patches. Presbytery are 
taking on commissioning of the work 
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“Daily Bread” NOTES: OCTOBER 
 

Another Place, a different Time    Letters to God’s children 
 

 
 

WAY IN….to Ruth 1-4 
 

This is an adventure story. Ruth had married a man of different culture, 

but in her own country. Now, having lost him, she travels back with her 

mother-in-law to his homeland. She goes into the unknown. The main 

action takes place at harvest time, when the men leave their homes to 

camp out in the fields. The life is hard, especially for the women who 

follow on, gleaning he last grains. 

 

It is a love story. Family love between Ruth and her mother-in-law. 

God’s redeeming love expressed through Boaz. Married love in the 

happy ending. Each of the three main characters has a clear voice, 

which speaks out through values and actions. The widows, Ruth and 

Naomi: the kinsman Boaz, who has it in his power to make everything 

right. There is an amazing sense of family loyalty and responsibility. 

And through it all runs the theme of God’s redeeming love and  

protection.   By Liz Pacey (adapted) 

Thur 1 Judges 15:1-20 Sat 17 1 John 4:1-6 

Fri 2 Judges 16: 1-22 Sun 18 Psalm 119:113-128 

Sat 3 Judges 16:23-31 Mon 19 1 John 4:7-21 

Sun 4 Psalm 119: :73-96 Tue 20 1 John 5:1-12 

Mon 5 Ruth 1:1-18 Wed 21 1 John 5:13-21 

Tue 6 Ruth 1:19-2:13 Thur 22 2 John 1-13 

Wed 7 Ruth 2:14-23 Fri 23 3 John 1-14 

Thur 8 Ruth 3:1-18 Sat 24 Jude 1-25 

Fri 9 Ruth 4:1-12 Sun 25 Psalm 119:129-152 

Sat 10 Ruth 4: 13-22 Mon 26 Genesis 37 1_11 

Sun 11 Psalm 119:97-112 Tue 27 Genesis 37:12-36 

Mon 12 1 John 1:1-10 Wed 28 Genesis 39:1-23 

Tue 13 1 John 2:1-14 Thur 29 Genesis 40:1-23 

Wed 14 1 John 2:15-27 Fri 30 Genesis 41:1-16 

Thur 15 1 John 2:28-3:10 Sat 31 Genesis 41:17-45 

Fri 16 1 John 3:11-24     
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 IT  HAPPENED  IN   

OCTOBER 
 

54 A.D. - Roman Emperor Claudius 

died after eating mushrooms  

poisoned by his wife, the Empress 

Agrippina. 

 

1066 - The Norman Conquest began 

with the Battle of Hastings in which 

King Harold II of England, the last of 

the Saxon kings, was defeated and 

killed by William of  

Normandy's troops. 

 

1181—St. Francis of Assisi was born 

in Assisi, Umbria, Italy (as Giovanni 

Francesco Bernardone).  

 

1492 - After a 33-day voyage,  

Christopher Columbus made his first 

landfall in the New World in the Ba-

hamas. 

 

1815 - Napoleon Bonaparte arrived 

on the Island of St. Helena  

beginning a British-imposed exile fol-

lowing his defeat at the Battle of Wa-

terloo. 

 

1853 - The Crimean War began  

after the Turkish Ottoman Empire 

declared war on Russia, Britain, 

France.  One of the battles was  

immortalised in Tennyson's 

poem, The Charge of the Light  

Brigade.  British nurse Florence 

Nightingale  pioneered modern-style 

sanitation methods, saving many 

lives. 

1869 - Indian political and spiri-

tual leader Mohandas (Mahatma)  

Gandhi was born in Porbandar,  

India. 

 

1881 - The shoot-out at the O.K. 

Corral in Tombstone, Arizona,  

occurred between the feuding  

Clanton and Earp families. Wyatt 

Earp, two of his brothers and 

"Doc" Holliday gunned down two 

Clantons and two others  
 

1884 - Greenwich was established 

as the universal time from which 

standard times throughout the 

world are calculated. 
 
1908 - Henry Ford's Model T, a 

"universal car" designed for the 

masses, went on sale for the first 

time. 

 

1945 - The Nuremberg War Crimes 

Trial began with indictments 

against 24 former Nazi leaders  

including Hermann Göring and  

Albert Speer. 
 

1949 - The People's Republic of 

China was founded with Mao 

Zedong as Chairman. 
 

1957 - The Space Age began as the 

Russians launched the first satellite 

into orbit. 
 

1981 - Egyptian President Anwar 

Sadat was assassinated in Cairo by 

Muslim fundamentalists while 

watching a military parade. 
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OCTOBER 2020 
 

A compassion which knows no boundaries 
 

Ron Ferguson explains why Christianity is uncomfortable 

 

We never travel alone 
 

The Very Rev Albert Bogle draws parallels between key moments for 

Moses and the current situation of the Church 

 

Recognising our limitations 

 

The Rt Rev Dr Martin Fair explains why 

he climbed Scotland’s  

‘Cardinal Munros’. 

 

 
 

‘The virus has not shaken my faith’ 
 

Jackie Macadam meets Scotland’s National  

Clinical Director of Health Quality and Strategy 

Jason Leitch, who has been at the forefront of the 

battle against Covid-19 and learns about his 

Christian faith. 

 

Healing wounds 
 

Jackie Macadam learns about the work and impact of trauma healing. 
 

 

Surveillance and social justice 
 

In the continuing series marking the 50th anniversary of the Church of 

Scotland SRT, Eric Stoddart explores surveillance of daily life. 

 

All this, and reviews, crosswords, youth column, bible study, church  

registers and much more. News from the church – national and world 

wide. 
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INTIMATIONSINTIMATIONSINTIMATIONS   
 
 

1. Cases of illness or urgent pastoral need should be 

 intimated without  delay to the Minister. 

 

2. Any person who would like to become a communicant 

 member of the church should speak to the Minister. 

 

3. The final date for submitting articles for the November 

 Magazine is Sunday 25th October. 
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TREASURER’S REPORT  TO  30th SEPT  2020TREASURER’S REPORT  TO  30th SEPT  2020TREASURER’S REPORT  TO  30th SEPT  2020   
     
   Open Plate     £        500 

   Freewill Offerings    £     6,185 

   Gift Aid Freewill Offerings  £   39,399 

   Total       £   46,094 

   Average per Sunday (39 weeks)   £     1,182 
 
 

The Gift Aid claim to 30th September will be made shortly.  If any church 

organisation has  income they wish to be included for the year 1st October 

2019 to 30th September 2020 please let Lindsay  

Macqueen know as quickly as possible and no later 

than 5th October 2020.. 
 

 

OTHER  INCOME 

 

M. Borland, Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GENERAL  FABRIC  FUNDGENERAL  FABRIC  FUNDGENERAL  FABRIC  FUND   
   

Balance at 1/1/20  £  6,830 
+ Income        £  2,370
                 £  9,200 
Expenditure       £  5,868 
Balance at 30/9/20      £  3,332 



OFFICEBEARERSOFFICEBEARERS  
 
 

 INTERIM MINISTER  Rev David Denniston         07903 926727  

 SESSION CLERK   Mr Jo Gibb     638 5768 

 FABRIC  TEAM        Mr. Euan Gibb    638 5768  

 HOSPITALITY  TEAM Miss Morag Reid    440 7406 

 PASTORAL  TEAM       Miss Lexa Boyle   427 3999  

 MISSION  TEAM          Miss Lynn Flower    631 4964    

 PRAYER  TEAM           
 MINISTRY TEAM       Rev David Denniston         07903 926727 

 MUSIC & DRAMA TEAM    Mrs Lynn Gibb    638 5768 

 FINANCE  TEAM  Mr Lindsay Macqueen       01655 332588     

 ADMIN / OFFICE  TEAM     Mrs Rhona Hughes        at Church Office 

 EDUCATION  TEAM      Mr Malcolm Leitch  423 7501 

 TIME TALENTS MONEY TEAM      Mrs Joyce McNae 423 1897  

 YOUTH  TEAM       Miss Lynn Flower      631 4964 

 CONG.  TREASURER  Mrs. Margaret Borland  at Church Office   

  MAGAZINE  EDITOR Mr. Malcolm Leitch   423 7501 

             malcolmleitch135@btinternet.com    
 MAGAZINE DISTRIBUTION Mrs. Rhona Hughes       at Church Office  
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