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From our Interim Minister
Dear friends,

life as we had come to
expect and experience
‘I consider that the sufferings of this it. Having been so
present time are not worth
extraordinarily free,
comparing with the glory about to privileged and
be revealed to us’ (Romans 8: 18) blessed, we have
naturally taken ill to
As we continue to cope with the
restrictions imposed upon us by the these new constraints on our lives.
ongoing pandemic, it is undoubtedly
having a negative effect on many of And no sooner had that though
us. While some are dealing with the occurred than I began reflecting on this
particular time of year when we
more severe consequences of this
celebrate All Saints and mark
present situation (health concerns,
Remembrance. As we recall the
loss of a loved one, loss of
suffering and sacrifice of times of war
livelihood, specific anxiety about
the future, and so on) it is likely that and the privations endured by all, or
when we look at the lives of some of
all of us are beginning to feel the
the Christian saints many of whom
strain in a more general way, and
were martyred for their faith then
for many reasons.
perhaps the present difficulties we are
facing are put into perspective.
Whether it is due to the loss of
recreational opportunities, or the
And there is another point of
absence of face to face or physical
perspective that we as people of faith
connection with people, or the
should consider. As Paul said ‘the
weariness of feeling that it is all
sufferings of this present time are not
going on interminably, we know
worth comparing with the glory about
that most people are feeling very
tired by it all, worried and wearied. to be revealed’.
Both the past and the future can help
Me too!
us cope with the present. The past of
suffering and sacrifice endured by so
And yet, just the other day, I was
reflecting on the fact that one of the many, and the future of glory prepared
reasons this is getting to us so much for us by God.
is because we have become so used
Don’t give up!
to the freedom of going where we
choose, doing what we like, meeting Your friend,
whoever we wish, buying whatever
David Denniston
takes our fancy and so on. In other
words, the sense of deprivation we Interim Minister
feel is because of the sharp contrast DDenniston@churchofscotland.org.uk
07903 926727
between life as it presently is with
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Remembrance Sunday

Please remember these important
things you will need to do if wishing
th
to attend these services in the
Remembrance Sunday on 8
November will be our next service in church building:
the church building and it will also be  You will be required to follow all the
guidance and follow the directions of those
‘live-cast’ on the internet and will
later be available also on the telephone on door and stewarding duty.
If you wish to attend you must indicate this in
number (0141 473 6899).
advance and provide a contact telephone
The service will begin at 10.50am to
allow us to observe the two minutes
silence at 11.00am.
If you wish to attend this service you
must indicate this in advance and
provide a contact telephone number,
also indicating if you require to be
seated in the Welcome Hall rather
than the Sanctuary, by either
telephoning the Session Clerk, Jo
Gibb (0141 638 5768 or 07522
997748) or emailing Jo
(jogibb60@gmail.com). A household
group need only provide one phone
number, but will still need to indicate
how many are in their group.
There will be an offering taken at this
service in aid of the Poppy Scotland.
(If you can gift aid it, please place in
an envelope with your name on it.)
For those unable to attend, a cheque
can be sent to the Session Clerk at the
church in an envelope marked ‘Poppy
Scotland.’ or you can contribute direct
to Poppy Scotland via their website or
to 9 Holyrood Crescent, Glasgow, G20 6HJ .
Please note, the future dates after
8th November when we will worship
in the church building are
th
6 December and 20th December.

number, also indicating if you require to be
seated in the Welcome Hall rather than the
Sanctuary, by either telephoning the Session
Clerk, Jo Gibb (0141 638 5768 or 07522
997748) or emailing Jo
(jogibb60@gmail.com). Please remember that
the lift will not be in use and so anyone with
mobility challenges or in need f access to the
toilets will need to be seated in the Welcome
Hall where the service will be ‘live-cast’. A
household group need only provide one
phone number, but will still need to indicate
how many are in their group.
 At this time, due to the restrictions
imposed by Government and Church
guidance, and as reinforced by decision of
the Kirk Session, we are sorry that no
member of the congregation is permitted to
offer a lift in their car to any other member
who is not part of their household (or
‘extended household’).
It is the responsibility of each member to
consider for themselves the risk to their own
health (and ultimately that of others) that may
arise from attending worship in the church
building. You are strongly encouraged to take
the Risk Assessment test available at https://
www.churchofscotland.org.uk/__data/assets/
pdf_file/0004/68719/Appendix-4-060820.pdf
and base your decision to attend or not on the
results of this.
It is essential that those who do attend
observe the required protocols at all times
with regard to being directed to a seat,
remaining in that seat throughout the
service, waiting until directed before
leaving the building, observing the ‘oneway’ system, wearing a face covering and
maintaining the required physical distance
from others.
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Forthcoming Services
During November and December, some of our services will be held in the
building and live-cast over the internet while most will remain online only
(and also on the telephone).
1st November

ALL SAINTS
Service online

8th November

REMEMBRANCE Remembrance & Love John 15: 9-17
Service in church and live-cast (10.50am)

Blessed in Life & Death Matthew 5: 1-12

15th November COMMUNION His Body & Blood
1st Corinthians 10:14-17/Matt 26: 26-29

Service online

22nd November CHRIST THE KING
King, Servant & Judge
Matthew 25: 31-46 Service online
29th November ADVENT SUNDAY Advent Choir Service
Service online
6th December

ADVENT 2
Comfort my People
Service in church and live-cast

13th December ADVENT 3
Service online

Good News

Isaiah 40: 1-11

Isaiah 61: 1-4&8-11

All Age Christmas Service
20th December ADVENT 4
Service in church and live-cast
27th December CHRISTMAS 1 The Wise Ones Matthew 2: 1-12
Service online
3rd January

CHRISTMAS 2 The Word John 1: 1-18
Service online
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HOW MANY BIBLES ARE world and 6,659 still have to receive
THERE IN YOUR HOUSE? the full Bible.
The last time I counted I had 10,
plus umpteen commentaries on
various books of the Bible. By some
standards that’s not many, to others
that’s a lot.
There can be few homes in Scotland
which do not have one or more
copies of the Bible. Whether they
are ever opened and read is another
matter. But we are fortunate to
have our Bible in our own language.
The Scottish Bible Society tells us
that 2019 was a great milestone for
the work of Bible Societies all over
the world. The milestone was the
reaching of 700 full Bible
translations so that 5.7 billion
people on planet Earth have access
to the Bible in their native
language—that’s 80% of the global
population.

Among all the problems of creating a
full translation of our Bible one
major concern was for those
receiving a translation for the first
time. They had never been taught to
read!
And so Bible Societies everywhere
had to set up literacy classes
alongside Bible distribution.
Advancements in technology means it
is becoming easier and quicker to
give millions more people access to
Scripture without expensive
traditional printing and distribution
costs. Websites and Apps are
providing digital platforms for many
to use.
“Life was very difficult before,”
explains Felix of the Argentine Bible
Society. “Now, even those who aren’t
believers benefit from the fact that
the Gospel is among us, because we
have peace in the community.”
What greater encouragement is
needed for those who faithfully
translate and distribute the Bible
than to hear that the Gospel of Jesus
Christ is reaching those most in need
and creating peace in their lives.
RLM

That’s a wonderful achievement for
the efforts of those involved.
But there is a vast amount still to be
done when you realise that there
are 7,359 known languages in the
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Communion Service
In June we celebrated communion
‘online’ and this was a very special
service for many of our
congregation. The Kirk Session
have agreed to hold another such
‘online Communion’ Service on
Sunday 15th November.

Churchgoers from
Northern Ireland?

Along with other Ministers in the
Glasgow area, I have been
approached by a researcher at the
University of Manchester who is
seeking to interview people from
You can share in this – if you wish – Northern Ireland who moved to
Glasgow after 1945.
online or via the dedicated phone
number. You will need to have some
The researchers are hoping to find
bread and some wine (or grape
out more about peoples' decisions
juice) to hand on that Sunday.
to leave Northern Ireland and their
Once again we intend this to be
experiences of living in Scotland.
inclusive of all ages, and parents
Conversations about the
and carers might feel that the online importance of the church would
service provides a good opportunity likely feature prominently and the
to talk to your youngsters about
interview would be conducted
communion and to have them share remotely over the phone/internet.
with you.
If this applies to you and you would
be interested in being involved,
MERRY CHRISTMAS
please get in touch with me and I
This has not been a good year for any will give you more details.
of us, especially with not having our
Church and Church family. Each
Christmas members leave Christmas
Cards for each other, by the Red
Postbox, where a monetary donation
is left for Robin House (see item from
Joyce) on page 9.
This year, as the Church is not
regularly open, and we are not seeing
each other, I thought instead of a
card we could put a message in The
Magazine, and perhaps give a
donation towards Church funds. This
saves money on purchasing cards
and, more importantly, you also don’t
miss anyone out.
This was done for many years at
Govanhill Trinity and worked very
well.
Linda

David Denniston

Please remember…
‘Thought for the Day’ will
continue to be published on
a daily basis on our
webpage and is also
available by email and on
the phone number
0141 473 6899.
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LODGING HOUSE
MISSION UPDATE
NEWS FROM LHM BOARD
In recent weeks and months, the
Board has been faced with some
difficult decisions arising from the
impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on
the way it is able to deliver
its services. LHM has had to
restructure its operations which
sadly compels it to embark on a
programme of lay off/redundancy of
some of our staff. Having carried
out a thorough and detailed
Covid Risk Assessment for potential
Re-opening, the Board reached the
unanimous conclusion that it
would be impossible to do so
without placing staff, volunteers and
clients at unacceptable risk of
contracting the virus.

numbers of the most destitute. New
staff positions are being created to
meet this different way of working
and it is hoped that some of our
existing staff will fit into these new
roles.
As a registered charity, it is
incumbent on our Charity Trustees
to ensure that our limited resources
are used for the optimum benefit of
our clients, the hungry and the
homeless, and until the risks
associated with Covid-19 recede,
their needs can be most safely met
in the manner outlined above.

The LHM asks for your
understanding and continued
support as we adapt our operations
to meet the challenges of these
difficult times, assuring you that it
will strive always to meet its stated
objective “to alleviate the
conditions of life amongst homeless
This is NOT to say that LHM has
people and those vulnerable to
ceased operating – far from it- but
homelessness, of any gender, sexual
rather that for the foreseeable
orientation, race, ethnic origin,
future until the inherent risk
faith or denomination and
declines to an acceptable level, it will whether able-bodied or disabled in
instead deliver the bulk of its
the City of Glasgow”.
services external to the Day Centre
building in East Campbell Street.
LHM will continue, as it has been
doing successfully since March, to
work in partnership with other
charitable agencies to ensure a
joined-up approach to the provision
of food, clothing and toiletries
as well as outreach and pastoral
support to those in most need
scattered throughout the city. In this
way, we can best assist greater
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JANE HAINING
About 2 years ago Canon Jeff
Hopewell from Leicester
visited asking to see the
Memorial windows to Jane
Haining. He photographed
the windows and we were
able to give him added
information.
He was researching the life
and work of Douglas
Hamilton -the creator of the
windows. Canon Hopewell
has now published a book
entitled “Orchestrations of
Colour “. It is full of
illustrations and descriptions
of many windows. It includes
a small vignette of the
windows in our vestibule.
Incidentally the windows cost
£175 in 1948.
Recently, Canon Hopewell
has written an article for his
Cathedral magazine telling
the story of Jane Haining.
Good to know that because of
his diligent research more
people know of the life and
sacrifice of Jane. I have a
copy of the book that I hope I
can share with you
eventually.
Lexa

Thank you so much for the lovely
flowers I received on the occasion of
my 80th Birthday. The flowers were
an unexpected surprise and very
much appreciated.
Jean Crawford

Many thanks to the Flower Team
for the £50 donation to the
Foodbank. Also thanks go to the
congregation for their Harvest
retiral collection of £237.50. These
donations are very much
appreciated and will greatly help
our work during these difficult
times. Wendy

Pathfinders Post
Over the last 25 plus years the Red Christmas
Post Box has operated in both Crosshill and
Queen’s Park Govanhill Church.
Thousands of Christmas cards have been
delivered and each year a healthy sum has
been raised. In the early years this was sent to
Rachel House, Children’s Hospice at Kinross
and then, after it opened, to Robin House at
Balloch.
Sadly, but for obvious reasons, there will be
no post service this year. However, our
support could continue. Like most charities,
Robin House’s fundraising has been difficult
and much reduced this year. A number of
people have been in touch offering donations
to Robin House. Should you wish to do so
the address is 2 Boturich, Balloch,
Alexandria G83 8LX.
With many thanks. Joyce
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If you thought the jokes in
Frenchman wearing
previous Mags were bad……..! sandals? Phillipe Phillope.
My dog used to chase people Did you hear about the
on a bike a lot. It got so bad, Italian chef who died? He
pasta way.
finally I had to take his bike
away.
As I suspected, someone
I'm so good at sleeping. I can has been adding soil to my
do it with my eyes closed.
garden. The plot thickens.
Why is Peter Pan always
Two cows are standing in a
flying? He neverlands.
field. One cow says "Did
The other day, my wife asked you hear about that
me to pass her lipstick but I
outbreak of mad cow
accidentally passed her a
disease? It makes cows go
glue stick. She still isn't
completely insane!"
talking to me.
The other cow replies
"Good thing I'm a
My wife told me I had to stop
helicopter".
acting like a flamingo. So I
had to put my foot down.
Why wouldn’t the shrimp
share his treasure?
I couldn't figure out why the Because he was a
cricket ball kept getting
little shellfish.
larger. Then it hit me…..
What did the pirate
Why did the old man fall in say when he turned 80
the well? Because he
years old? Aye matey.
couldn't see that well.
Parallel lines have so much
I ate a clock yesterday, it was in common. It’s a shame
very time consuming.
they’ll never meet.

What's orange and
sounds like a
parrot? A carrot.
What do you call a

What do you call a guy with
a rubber toe? Roberto.
Guess who I bumped into on
my way to get my glasses
fixed? Everybody.
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“Daily Bread” NOTES: NOVEMBER
Journey of a lifetime
Sun 1
Psalm 119:153-176

The coming king
Mon 16
Mark 11:1-11

Mon 2
Tue 3

Genesis 42:1-24
Genesis 42:25-38

Tue 17
Wed 18

Mark 11:12-196
Mark 11:20-26

Wed 4
Thur 5
Fri 6
Sat 7

Genesis 43:1-34
Genesis 44:1-34
Genesis 45:1-28
Genesis 46:1-7, 28-34

Thur 19
Fri 20
Sat 21
Sun 22

Mark 11:27-33
Mark 12:1-12
Mark 12:13-17
Psalm 122

Sun 8
Mon 9
Tue 10
Wed 11

Psalm 120
Genesis 47:1-12
Genesis 47:13-31
Genesis 48:1-22

Mon 23
Tue 24
Wed 25
Tue 26

Mark 12:18-27
Mark 12:28-34
Mark 12:35-40
Mark 12:41-44

Thur 12
Fri 13

Genesis 49:1-28
Genesis 49:29-50:14

Fri 27
Sat 28

Mark 13:1-27
Mark 13:28-37

Sat14

Genesis 50:15-26

Sun 29

Psalm 123

Sun 15

Psalm 121

Mon 30

Isaiah 1:1-20

WAY IN….to Mark 11-13
Jesus’ “triumphal entry” into Jerusalem is the event we celebrate as Palm
Sunday. Like many others Jesus and his disciples had come to Jerusalem
to celebrate the Passover. Only Jesus was aware that the symbolism of the
Passover Lamb was about to be fulfilled in his sacrificial death.
Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem was the only time that he received public
adulation fitting for a king. Throughout the rest of these chapters he is
being questioned: either by his disciples, who want to understand, or by
the Jewish leaders who hope to catch him out and trip him up.
As we read Mark 13, we begin to see the returning king revealed: Jesus
coming again in triumph. He is the King of kings and he is coming again to
reign.
By Alison Allen (adapted)
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OUR SUFFERING CHURCH
The global tide of persecution
against Christians is rising higher
and higher. Persecuted Christians
around the world have endured a
huge added burden to their
suffering this year as multiple
disasters of locusts, coronavirus
and devastating floods have swept
the world in 2020.

4. Rise in religious extremism
Attacks on Christians in Nigeria
have soared during lockdown—
and in many other countries.

But before these disasters, so many
of our brothers and sisters were
already marginalised, violently
attacked, kidnapped, raped, and
even killed simply because they
follow Jesus Christ, like us.

6.Rising conflict and fading civility
Where societies are under pressure
minorities such as Chreistianity
are vulnerable to blame and attack

The global impact of the crisis
looks set to change our world
forever. According to the
Barnabas Fund there are ten
significant geopolitical and social
changes likely to have a major
impact on the global church and
especially on persecuted
Christians.
1. The rise of authoritarian
governments
North Korea, for example, is
ranked as the most dangerous
place in the world to be a Christian
where you can be executed for
owning a Bible.

5. Conspiracy theories.
Minorities such as Christianity, are
scapegoated in conspiratory
theories.

7. Weaponising aid.
Christians are discriminated
against and excluded from food aid
where other religions have the
majority.
8. Growing mental health issues.
Christians making life-or-death
decisions to stay at home and
starve or go out and risk death
from covid-19 which is rife or
being shot by police for breaking
curfew and lockdown.
9. Transition fatique
Affects people violently displaced a
number of times making them
become passive and hopeless.

10.Economic crisis
Christians in vulnerable situations
2. Growing nationalism leading to facing double impact by a drop in
their own incomes and also a drop
racism and xenophobia
in support from richer countries
The rising tide of nationalism
places Christian minorities in great whose ecomies are also suffering.
danger.
The wonder is that in the midst of
all this suffering there are glimpses
3. Electronic surveillance
Intrusive technologies monitor who of the marvellous hope we have in
our Saviour and the inspiring
meets who and threatens
resilience of the suffering Church.
underground churches.
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Looking from the
Carrick Hills over
the Firth of Clyde to
the Isle of Arran

WORD SEARCH
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Lodging House Mission
Christmas Cards

Things are a little different this year
due to the pandemic, in that I am not
able to collect the cards from
LHM. However should you wish to
continue supporting this charity the
cards are available and can be
ordered for delivery to your own
address at a modest postage cost.

Christmas Services
Whatever the course of pandemic
restrictions in the coming weeks, it is
already fairly certain that this coming
Christmas will be far from normal.

In terms of the church it will be very
strange not to have our usual services
and especially frustrating not to be
able to sing the many carols and
The brochures are now available and Christmas hymns that are so familiar
I have a supply which I will gladly
to us.
distribute by request.
This year, while we will have Sunday
You can contact me by post (22
Lothian Drive Clarkston G76 7NE), worship throughout December, either
by email (dewar8142@msn.com) or online or in the church building, we
phone (home 6380784 or text mobile will not be able to have our usual
07714098648) and I will gladly post worship times on Christmas Eve or
Christmas Day – at least, not in
one to you.
church. But we are hoping and
In the brochure it advises you of
planning to make available a very
several ways you can get your cards, special ‘online’ act of
but please note it is not recommended worship which would be made
that you call and collect.
available on the internet and by the
In the past our church has supported telephone line for Christmas Eve and
Christmas Day.
this fund-raising by LHM and I
would encourage
This is still very much in the planning
you to continue in
stage, but more information will be
these difficult times.
given in next month’s magazine!
Dewar Flower

LIFE AND WORK
Subscribers to Life and Work who
wish to renew their subscriptions
for 2021 should contact the
Session Clerk as soon as possible.
Anyone who wishes to become a
new subscriber should
also contact Jo. Cost via the
church is £36, £30 if you order it
direct yourself, i.e. 2 free copies.

dark outside as our visitors arrive. 15
We are hoping to get something
Club 170 continues every Sunday at set up to shine out some light when
the hall doorway from 5 –5:30 p.m. to they arrive.
share bags of ready to eat food for
anyone in need. The number of visitors In October the Club 170 Team
varies from week to week, as has would usually hold its AGM but this
always been the case, and over the past year that is not happening. To keep
couple of months has tended to the team up to date David Smith has
average about 8/10. The bags are prepared a summary letter and that
prepared and shared at the door with along with a brief financial report
the team following the current has been sent to all the team
guidelines of social distancing and members.
hygiene procedures.
In recent Thoughts for the day, our
After talking with our visitors about minister David has highlighted
their preferences of provisions coming God’s provision through the
graciousness
and
into the colder months, we are now kindness,
generosity
of
Boaz
in
the
story
of
adding cuppa soups, pasta /noodle pots
and cups to the bags. These can be Ruth. That continues to be evident
taken away and made instantly with in this simple outreach of club 170
hot water and gives something hot to in our parish, as God
enjoy along with the sandwiches etc. provides through the
people
who
Visitors from Queen’s Park Hotel only many
continue
to
give
have a kettle in their room so this suits
support
to
the
club
in
their needs. Cups of tea, coffee and
Bovril are also now available to take different ways and for
that we give thanks.
away as people come for the bags.

CLUB 170

By the time this magazine is issued the B.R.
clocks will have changed and it will be
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IT HAPPENED IN NOVEMBER
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1605 Guy Fawkes is arrested beDevon, becoming Britain’s first
neath the House of Parliament
woman MP.
as a plot to blow up England’s
1922 Archaeologist Howard Carter
King James I is uncovered.
and his sponsor the Earl of
Caernavon make a hole in the
1620 The 180-ton wine ship
door and gaze into the tomb of
Mayflower arrives at Cape
Tutankhamun.
Cod, America, it’s passengers,
87 members of a Protestant
1936 The world’s first regular TV
sect – The Pilgrim Fathers.
service was started by the
British Broadcasting
1843 The 5.5 metre statue of Lord
Corporation. An estimated
Nelson was hauled to the top of
100 TV owners tuned in.
its 60 metre column in
Trafalgar Square, London.
1947 Princess Elizabeth (the Queen)
married her cousin, Lieutenant
1850 Birth of Scottish author Robert
Philip Mountbatten (Duke of
Louis Stevenson whose classic
Edinburgh) at Westminster
tales include Treasure Island,
Abbey.
Kidnapped and Dr Jekyll and
Mr Hyde.
1952 The United States detonates
the world's first thermonuclear
1859 Charles Darwin publishes his
weapon, the hydrogen bomb.
book Origin of the Species
1871 Henry Morton Stanley tracks 1959 The first section completed of
the first motorway in UK (M1).
down “missing” Scottish
explorer and missionary David 1959 The last Rodgers and
Livingstone to the shores of
Hammerstein musical "The
Sound of Music" opens on
Lake Tanganyika.
Broadway.
1918 After four years and 97 days
the guns finally fell silent as the 1963 The world mourns at the news
that President John F.
Great War ended. Around 9
Kennedy had been shot and
million lives lost with a further
killed in Dallas, Texas.
27 million injured.
1965 Rhodesia Makes Unilateral
1919 Nancy Astor is elected Member
Declaration of Independence
of Parliament for Plymouth,
From Britain.
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NOVEMBER 2020
Poppies, Medals and hot Chocolate
The Very Reverend Albert Bogle reflects on the month of November.
Worship in a POW Camp
Sandra McCallum discovers how prisoners of war kept up religious
observance, as revealed in her uncle’s diaries.
Trusting God
The Rt Reverend Dr Martin Fair describes how living with uncertainty is
going to be a regular feature of the future.
Historic online Assembly
Thomas Baldwin reports on the
Church of Scotland’s first online
General Assembly.
With scorching Heat and
Drought
In the series marking the 50th
anniversary of the Church of
Scotland SRT, Adrian Shaw
reflects on the Church of Scotland’s history on climate change.
Bad Language
Ron Ferguson considers the subject of swearing.
All this, and reviews, crosswords,
youth column, bible study, church
registers and much more.
Plus—News from the church –
national and world wide.
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INTIMATIONS
1.

Cases of illness or urgent pastoral need should be
intimated without delay to the Minister.

2.

Any person who would like to become a communicant
member of the church should speak to the Minister.

3.

The final date for submitting articles for the December
Magazine is Sunday 29th November.

TREASURER’S REPORT TO 25th OCT 2020
Open Plate
Freewill Offerings
Gift Aid Freewill Offerings
Total
Average per Sunday (43 weeks)

£
500
£ 6,925
£ 44,166
£ 51,591
£ 1,200

OTHER INCOME
Harvest donations £475.00
Many thanks for all your harvest donations. The money was split
between the LHM and Foodbank with both receiving £237.50 each.
Anonymous amounts are being paid into the Church bank account—
£50 on 9th October and £200 on 26th October, possible via the Bank of
Scotland at Pollokshields. If this is you, please let me
know who you are so that the amounts can be
correctly analysed in the church books. And to
everyone, please make sure you are correctly
identified if paying directly into the church account.
M. Borland,
Treasurer

GENERAL FABRIC
Balance at 1/1/20
£
+ Income
£
£
Expenditure
£
Balance at 25/10/20 £

FUND
6,830
2,370
9,200
5,868
3,332
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