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New Creation 
(2 Corinthians 5 v16-6v3) 

  

God thinks you into being, 

Plans you, 

Draws in all your details, 

Every part intended to be 

As you are. 

 

The master of creation, 

His loving preparation 

Takes patient years 

Of workmanship and waiting, 

Until, at the exact 

Time and day of his favour, 

He looks at your black and white image. 

 

Love looks at you, 

And if you turn your eyes towards him, 

Christ colours you in. 

 

Daphne Kitching        
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From our Interim MinisterFrom our Interim MinisterFrom our Interim Minister   
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Dear friends, 

‘you were tired and 

weary’ (Deuteronomy 25: 18) 

 

On the first Sunday after I came 

back from my recent leave, the 

Sunday online service was  

focussed on the story of the  

Exodus. In fact, in a few weeks 

time we will be beginning a longer 

look at this dramatic story of the 

release of the children of Israel 

from slavery in Egypt, their  

crossing of the Red Sea, their 

wonderings in the wilderness and 

their journey towards the  

Promised Land. There is a great 

deal in the Exodus account that 

can be applied to our current 

situation as we continue our  

journey through and out of  

lockdown and towards whatever 

the future may hold.  

 

The writer of Deuteronomy notes 

that at the point in their  

wilderness journey when God’s 

people were attacked by the 

Amalekites, the Israelites were 

‘tired and weary’.  

 

That is no surprise! It had been a 

long and difficult journey, and it 

would continue so to be. 

 

Over these months of ‘lockdown’ 

I have increasingly heard people 

say how wearied they are by it. Of 

course, not  

everyone feels that 

way and I now that 

there are some who 

have not felt much 

sense of weariness 

or even isolation. 

But I think that most of us have not 

had such a positive experience and 

as time goes on, even as the  

restrictions on us are gradually  

being lifted, we feel wearied by it all. 

 

I know I do! 

 

I long for the return to whatever 

’normal’ will look like after all of 

this, to return to the church  

building, to worship again and to see 

people face to face. 

 

But I also know that it may be some 

time yet before we are able to do 

that as we previously did, with the 

likes of handshakes and singing a 

long way off! 

 

The thought of such restrictions  

continuing even although we are  

beginning to plan a return to the 

building fills me with no great joy. 

Like so many of us, I am tired and 

wearied by lockdown, by the  

constant need to plan ahead in the 

light of changing and emerging  

guidance and by the thought that 

many restrictions will continue for 

the foreseeable future. 



 

 
 

 

But, as the Israelites discovered time 

and again, I know too that God is 

faithful. His presence, provision and 

protection continue with us. Indeed, I 

firmly believe that he can and will 

bring good out of this! 

 

So, while we may be wearied by all of 

this, let us also be encouraged. God 

walks this road with us, has a future 

prepared for us and will remain 

faithful as we walk on the way. 

 

Stay safe, keep the faith and be of 

good hope. Peace be with you all. 

 

Your friend, 

 

David Denniston 

Interim Minister 
DDenniston@churchofscotland.org.uk 

07903 926727 

 

 

 

Forthcoming Services 
 

Over the coming weeks we will be 

looking for a few weeks at one of the 

great chapters in the New Testament, 

Romans chapter 8, before we return 

to the Exodus account and spend a 

few weeks journeying with Moses 

and the Children of Israel. 

 

Looking at Romans 8 
 

26 July  No Condemnation  

  Romans 8: 1-17   

 

2 August  Present sufferings

  Romans 8: 18-25 

  

9 August Help and hope  

  Romans 8: 26-30 

  

16 August More than conquerors

  Romans 8: 31-39 

   

 

Journeying with Exodus 
 

23 August Slaves in Egypt  

  Exodus 1: 8 – 2: 10 

  

30 August The Burning Bush 

  Exodus 3: 1-15 

 

6 September Passover  

  Exodus 12: 1-14 

 

 

Our Sunday Services continue 

online at 11am on the Queens 

Park Govanhill webpage  

https://qpgpc.com/services/ or on 

Facebook, Twitter, and YouTube 

pages. These services remain 

available thereafter so that you 

can join later if for any reason you 

cannot be ‘with us’ at 11am. And 

the service can also be listened to 

on 0141 473 6899 (this is a local 

rate number). 

 

‘Thought for the Day’ continues 

to be published on a daily basis on 

our webpage and is also available 

by email and on the phone  

number 0141 473 6899. 
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Returning to our building 
 

I hope that in coming weeks some 

firmer update on our eventual  

return to worship in the building 

will be possible, once the small 

group tasked with assessing our  

return to worship at Queens Drive 

has assessed the updated guidance 

and the steps we will have to take. 

 

All being well, the Kirk Session will 

be able to meet sometime in August 

(by internet and phone) to make 

some decisions. 

 

While we are able to return to the 

building at this stage subject to 

some considerable restrictions, it 

may be that we may choose to wait 

until the restrictions are not so  

severe before we decide to return. 

These are not easy decisions to take 

or simple judgements to make. 

 

Were we to decide to return to  

worship in our building in  

accordance with the present  

guidance then as well as ensuring 

rigorous hygiene practice, a one way 

system of entry and exit and  

thorough ventilation of the building 

(which may be fine in summer, but 

may be a wee bit chilly in autumn 

and winter!) it seems that the  

following would also be  

requirements: 

Face coverings to be worn 

Physical distancing (2 metres) 

essential 

Contact details must be taken 

from everyone who enters 

the building 

Everyone who enters the  

 building must be given the 

name of a contact person in 

case of falling ill within 3 

weeks of attending 

Hand sanitiser must be used 

before entering the  

 sanctuary 

There will be no singing in 

church 

All Bibles, hymn books and 

seat cushions must be  

 removed 

Responses and the Lord’s 

Prayer may be said, but 

quietly, and only by those 

wearing masks 

There must be no shaking of 

hands 

Tea or coffee after the service 

can only be offered under 

very strict conditions 

Duty Team members must 

guide people to a safe seat 

Access to toilets limited 

 And more besides! 

What’s more it appears that age 

and underlying health issues 

might prevent a significant  

proportion of our congregation 

from safely attending. 

We will have to come to a decision 

if we wish to return under these 

kinds of conditions, or await  

further easing of restrictions. 

 

David Denniston 
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THESE ARE A FEW OF MY  

FAVOURITE THINGS. 

 

When I sang with the choir, I was 

aware that, as we were leading the 

congregation, we had to get the 

musical notes right. This 

prompted a 

fellow choir 

member to 

remark that 

these notes 

also had to 

be in the 

right order. 

 

The emphasis was on the music, 

which meant that the words 

became only the incidental  

medium, and, unfortunately were 

of slightly lesser importance.  

 

Words were often sung by rote, as 

the accompaniment to the music.  

 

In this present climate of  

lockdown, however, I have had 

more time to reflect on many of 

the words which may have  

escaped notice. 

 

Such a one is the verse from “The 

day Thou gavest, Lord is ended”. 

 

The sun that bids us rest, is waking 

Our brethren ‘neath the western 

sky; 

“ The voice of prayer is never  

silent, 

Nor dies the strain of praise away. 

Prayer is a most powerful weapon 

in the battle to unite people in  

worship throughout the world. 

Have you ever considered what 

this verse means? 
 

Similarly, in my second offering, 

have you realised the limitless 

availability that presents itself to 

bind people together in Christ? 
 

In Christ there is no east or west, 

In Him no south or north; 

But one great fellowship of love 

Throughout the whole wide earth. 
 

That is my opinion and you may or 

may not agree with me. 
 

Alastair Moss 

 

Perhaps you have a favourite verse 

of a hymn which might stimulate 

you to tell us about it in an article 

to the Mag. 



 DISASTERS  EMERGENCY  

COMMITTEE 

CORONAVIRUS  APPEAL 

The Church has had a request for 

help for people in danger from 

covid-19 in countries with none of 

the facilities we have here. 
 

Here in the UK we’ve all had to 

make sacrifices to protect each other 

and save lives during the  

coronavirus pandemic, and we’ve 

witnessed the dedication of our 

amazing NHS staff. 
 

But as lockdown lifts here, people 

around the world need our help – 

families who have fled violence,  

conflict and hunger in countries 

where there is no NHS if they fall ill. 

Many are now living in crowded 

refugee and displacement camps 

with little access to medical care, 

clean water or enough food, making 

them extremely vulnerable to  

coronavirus. In these places, the  

virus is likely to be even more 

deadly than it has been here.  
 

Imagine having to leave everything 

behind to keep your family safe, 

only to face a deadly new threat: 

Covid-19. This is the reality for  

people living in tents and makeshift 

shelters without running water or 

soap in places like Yemen, Syria and 

Somalia. 
 

But, as we have seen in the UK,  

simple measures can make a huge 

difference. If we act now to protect 

millions of vulnerable refugees and 

displaced people, many lives can be 

saved.  
 

Our help can:  

 provide families with clean 

 water, soap and information 

 on keeping themselves safe  
 

 provide frontline medical and 

 aid workers with equipment 

 and supplies to care for the 

 vulnerable and sick 
  

 ensure families get enough 

 food to prevent malnutrition,  

 particularly amongst children 
 

People who have already suffered 

so much need our help now more 

than ever to face this new threat. 

Please give whatever you can at this 

challenging time for us all. 
 

We can donate on line at 

http://www.dec.org.uk/donate 

or by post 

 DEC Coronavirus Appeal 

 PO Box 999, 

 London, 

 EC3A 3AA 

Or by telephone 

Phone - 01204 770822 
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   The Glorious Twelfth 
 

When I left school at Easter 1952 it 

was imperative that I found  

employment because the University 

did not begin until October.  

Fortunately I was friendly with the 

gamekeeper of Rovie Estate. He had 

taught me to shoot, set snares, look 

after the dogs in the kennels and so 

on. So it was that he "put a word in" 

for me and I was employed on the 

Estate for six months. 
 

The first few weeks were spent in 

burning old heather. Left to its own 

devices heather can grow to five 

feet or more, forming an  

impenetrable mass and preventing 

new growth on the ground below. 

This was important because young 

green shoots formed the food of the 

grouse, especially of the young birds., 

and shooting of grouse formed a 

goodly part of the annual income of 

Rovie Estate. 

The heather burning was hot, dirty, 

sweaty work but much enjoyed by the 

youth of the district as most 

lads were ready to help for a small 

reward., maybe 10/- a week! Ten bob 

was seen as a small fortune in 1952. 
 

The estate owner was one Brigadier 

Rawsthorne, a recently retired army 

man. Like many such he was 

rather abrupt in speech but we quite 

liked him. Gossip on the moor was that 

he had "come by" the estate 

through his wife, a member of the 

northern gentry. Occasionally when 

visiting the burning areas at lunch 

time he would produce salmon  

sandwiches ---also cans of lager. Some 

among us were not yet eighteen, 

but I never heard anyone complain! In 

any case it seemed to make the task of 

beating out the flames seem 

a little easier. 
 

To be out on the moorland in spring-

time was healthy and enjoyable I 

learned a lot about snakes (adders), 

lizards and slowworms (which look 

like snakes but are really legless  

lizards) and other wildlife. To sit on 

heather with your sandwiches and 

Thermos flask on a sunny day was 

quite delightful. Of course there 

would be days when heather was too 

damp to burn. In that case Simon the 

gamekeeper would issue us 

with spades and off we would go to 

repair the butts. This was popular  

because we often travelled to the 

distant butts in an exciting new vehicle 

which shortly after became known as 

the Land Rover, beloved of 

Field Marshal Montgomery (Monty). 
 

The butts were the shallow trenches 

with turf parapets where the shooters 

would stand with their 12 bore 

shotguns on the great day when the 

grouse season opened --the "Glorious" 

12th of August. We were given large 

game bags which got heavier as the  
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day went on, bumping against our 

heels. How we loathed those game 

bags! On each "drive" there would be 

perhaps six butts in a rough line 

maybe 25 metres apart. 

We, the beaters or "ghillies" as we 

were now called, formed another line 

controlled by the gamekeeper 

about 400 metres forward of the butts. 

 At the blast of a whistle we set off 

making as much noise as possible and 

driving the grouse ahead of us. As the 

butts grew near we began to feel the 

pitter-patter of lead shot on our heads. 

If it got into your hair it was a real 

pest! Since some of the shooters had 

never fired a gun before one had to be 

super careful. 
 

Then came the unpleasant part -the 

collection, helped by the dogs, of the 

dead and "winged" birds which 

littered the heather. The shooters,  

especially the young girls, were often 

horrified at what they had done. 

I'll draw a veil over the way we  

despatched the birds still living., but 

all ended up in the detested game 

bag! Each drive lasted about 30  

minutes and there were four or five in 

a day. 

 

 

At the end of the day the dead grouse 

were laid on the heather and solemnly 

counted in pairs or "brace" with the 

number entered in the seventy-year-

old Game Book, to be compared after 

dinner to the numbers recorded for 

previous years. The birds were then 

hung up in the Game Larder, where 

they often remained until maggots  

appeared. (I’ve never eaten a grouse 

for that very reason). 
 

So why do wealthy people spend large 

sums every year just for an hour, or a 

little more. firing a shotgun at birds 

driven towards them by someone else? 

On the moor we, the ghillies, used to 

discuss this question. It was certainly 

not blood lust or anything like that, 

most likely the thrill of firing a gun - 

but clay pigeon shooting can provide 

that.  
 

No, we finally came to the  

conclusion that the "toffs", being very 

thin on the ground needed these  

opportunities to meet " their own kind 

"from time to time. Not for nothing 

did my dad call the grouse season the 

"Marriage Mart”! 
 

Rovie had of course nothing remotely 

like the " Ghillies' Ball" at Balmoral, 

or even the all-night frolicking of the 

Skye Gathering, but I can assure you 

that on occasion "loud resounding 

mirth and dancing." did emanate 

from the Lodge. 
 

I wouldn't have missed my experience 

of grouse-beating for the world. MDM 
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How touched we as a family have 

been at the kind messages etc from so 

many friends in Queens Park  

Govanhill as we welcomed our new 

grand-daughter, Aari 

Rose Watson, into our 

family! Thank you 

very much indeed. It 

has been so very much 

appreciated. 

 

David Denniston 

Thank you for the lovely 

flowers I received on the 

occasion of my 80th 

birthday 
 

Anne Coleman 
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CHURCH  REGISTER 
 

Death   7th  July 
 

Mrs Lettie Wood  17 Ruel St. G44 
 

Letitia, or Lettie as we all knew her, 

was born in Dumfries 90 years ago 

and celebrated that birthday in 

January this year with all her family 

around her. 

She was a member of Queen’s Park 

Govanhill for many years taking 

part in many activities including the 

Guild.   

She married John, who worked for 

the Fire and Rescue Service and  

together they raised three daughters 

who were much involved in our 

church organisations. 

John’s work took the family to  

several different places in Scotland 

before they eventually settled in 

Glasgow in  Allison St at the former 

Fire Station there and then to Ruel 

Street where they lived for many 

years. 

Lettie will be remembered as a 

friend of many and a good and  

faithful member of our congregation, 

ever present each Sunday until  

lockdown started.  

Our thoughts and prayers go to her 

family and friends at this time. 

JOKES 
 

Due to complaints received, the 

number of jokes in the Mag has 

been cut back.  If you still think 

there are too many please let us 

know. 

I’d like to thank my friends in the 

congregation for the beautiful  

basket of flowers to mark my  

retirement as editor. It was a 

lovely thought and much  

appreciated. I can assure you all 

that acting as editor was a  

pleasure. 
 

Malcolm MacSween 



 “Daily Bread” NOTES: AUGUST 
 

Be who you are!      Hallelujah in the minor key 
 

 

Sat 1 Genesis 35:16-29 Mon 17 Ephesians 5:21-33 

Sun 2 Psalm 111 Tue 18 Ephesians 6:1-9 

Mon 3 Ephesians 1:1-14 Wed 19 Ephesians 6:10-18 

Tue 4 Ephesians 1:15-23 Thur 20 Ephesians 6:19-24 

Wed 5 Ephesians 2:1-10 Fri 21 Obadiah 1:1-14 

Thur 6 Ephesians 2:11-22 Sat 22 Obadiah 1:15-21 

Fri 7 Ephesians 3:1-13 Sun 23 Psalm 114 

Sat 8 Ephesians 3:14-21 Mon 24 Habakkuk 1:1-11 

Sun 9 Psalm 112 Tue 25 Habakkuk 1:12-2:1 

Mon 10 Ephesians 4:1-6 Wed 26 Habakkuk 2:2-20 

Tue 11 Ephesians 4:7-16 Thur 27 Habakkuk 3 

Wed 12 Ephesians 4:17-24 Fri 28 Nahum 1:1-15 

Thur 13 Ephesians 4:25-32 Sat 29 Nahum 2:1-13 

Fri 14 Ephesians 5:1-7 Sun 30 Psalm 115 

Sat 15 Ephesians 5:8-20 Mon 31 Mark 6:30-44 

Sun 16 Psalm 113     
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WAY IN….to Obadiah, Habakkuk and Nahum 
 

Obadiah, Habakkuk and Nahum are among the most unread books of the  

Bible. They form part of a collection known as the minor prophets, so called 

because of their brevity and not a reflection on the seriousness of their content. 

These are short books – but they pack an unusual punch. 
 

They address very specific audiences against the bleak backdrop of Assyrian 

and Babylonian domination. Obadiah speaks to the kingdom of Edom, one of 

Israel’s oldest enemies. The Edomites will soon be defeated and God will rule 

over them. 
 

Two thirds of Habakkuk’s prophesy is an angry conversation with God. The 

prophet accuses God of tolerating injustice and corruption and of indifference 

towards his people’s suffering. However the prophesy ends with a beautiful 

song of lament and praise. 
 

Nahum directs his invective against Nineveh, the capital of the Assyrian  

empire. Even though Judah is under its grip, Nahum sees another ascendant 

power that will destroy Nineveh. In time the Babylonians will sweep the  

Assyrians away and take God’s people captive. 
 

These short books are a powerful reminder that God is sovereign and there is 

always more going on than we can see.  By Gethin Russell-Jones



 

 

Maranatha First Baptist 

Church of Holguín  
The Maranatha First Baptist 

Church continues to report  

difficulties with the government. It 

has taken them two years to obtain 

permission to go ahead with their 

new building, and religious  

freedom violations against other 

members of their denomination 

continue to occur. Please continue 

to pray for them and send letters of 

encouragement.  

Primera Iglesia Bautista  

Maranatha Fomento  

298 e/ Martí y Luz Caballero  

Ciudad de Holguín,  

Holguín 80100    

Cuba 

 

Alain Toledano Valiente  

Reverend Alain Toledano Valiente 

and his family have been  

experiencing severe harassment 

from the government and  

Communist party officials for 

many years. In 2007 and 2016, Rev 

Toledano Valiente’s Emanuel 

Church was demolished by the  

authorities. Over the past year, 

harassment against Alain has  

intensified, with increased police 

summons and interrogations. Alain 

is still officially banned from  

leaving Cuba and his right to travel 

within the country is restricted.  

 

HOW  OTHER  CHRISTIANS  HAVE  TO  LIVE 

Alain Toledano  

Valiente Edificio: 36, Escalera B, 

Apartamento: 2, Micro: 3,  

El Salao Santiago de Cuba,  

Cuba 

 

Alimujiang Yimiti A Uyghur 

Christian from Xinjiang province, 

Alim is being detained ‘solely  

because of his faith’ Alimujiang 

was working as a project manager 

for a British company, when it 

was targeted in a series of closures 

of foreign businesses belonging to 

Christians in Xinjiang in  

September 2007. Alim was  

detained in February 2008 and 

sentenced to 15 years in prison in 

April 2009, in a court case that 

did not follow due process under 

Chinese or international law. In 

February 2011 it was announced 

that an appeal at the Higher  

People’s Court of Xinjiang had 

failed and his sentence was  

upheld. In January 2013 Alim’s 

wife was informed that her 

monthly visits to her husband 

would be cut to one every three 

months.  

Alimujiang Yimiti Prison No. 3 of 

Xinjiang No. 1339  

Dongzhan Road Urumqi city  

Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous  

Region 830013  

People’s Republic of China 
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 The Most Rev Dr Benjamin Argak 

Kwashi and Mrs Gloria Kwashi  

Archbishop Benjamin Argak 

Kwashi is the General Secretary of 

the Global Anglican Future  

Conference (Gafcon) and a  

prominent and eloquent advocate 

for Christians in northern and  

central Nigeria. His family  

experienced two brutal attacks in 

the recent past but made a full  

recovery. In addition to writing to 

the family, please pray for their 

safety and strength in the midst of 

ongoing tensions in central  

Nigeria.  

The Most Rev Dr Benjamin Argak 

Kwashi and Mrs Gloria Kwashi  

Anglican Diocese of Jos  

PO Box 6283  

Jos Plateau State 930001  

Nigeria 

 

ERITREA 

Many Eritrean Christians have 

been forced to flee their country 

due to the severe oppression they 

face on account of their faith. As 

they waited for acceptance in third 

countries, they have established 

their own worshipping  

communities. These are essentially 

refugee churches. Many of these 

Christians still live cautiously  

because the Eritrean authorities 

have been known to track down 

and harass people even outside of 

Eritrea. The cards you’ve sent 

have been an amazing  

encouragement to many. Please 

keep writing!  

Ebenezer Foundational Healing 

Church  

GPO 16147-00100  

Nairobi  

Kenya 

During this period of lockdown what 

about writing a letter, particularly to 

someone who is suffering even more 

than we are. 
 

We are in a situation of temporary 

and voluntary self isolation but  

others of our Christian family are in 

enforced incarceration in prisons all 

over the world. 
 

Overleaf  and above are a number of 

such of our brothers and sisters who 

would be greatly encouraged by a 

letter written by you from Scotland. 
 

It doesn’t need to be a long letter, 

just that it’s personal to let them 

know they have not been forgotten. 

For Example: 

Dear [name]  

I was deeply moved when I heard 

about your situation. I wanted to 

write to you and let you know that 

your story is being told all over the 

world and that people are joining 

together to pray for you.  

[name]  
 

But you can write anything you wish. 

Even a postcard with a nice picture 

on it would be great.  Use the church 

address if you use anything—170 

Queen’s Drive G44 8QZ 
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IT  HAPPENED  IN  AUGUST 
 

79 A.D. -Vesuvius, an active volcano in 

southern Italy, erupted and destroyed 

the cities of Pompeii, Stabiae and  

Herculaneum.  

 

1492 - Christopher Columbus set sail 

from Palos, Spain, and landed on  

October 12th in the Bahamas,  

thinking it was an outlying Japanese 

island.  

 

1776 - Signing of the American 

Declaration of Independence. 

 

1838 - Slavery was abolished in  

Jamaica.  

 

1883 - Volcanic eruptions occurred on 

the Indonesian island of Krakatoa. 

Explosions were heard 2,000 miles 

away. Tidal waves 120 ft. high killed 

36,000 persons on nearby islands, 

while five cubic miles of earth were 

blasted into the air up to a height of 50 

miles.  

 

1896 - Gold was discovered in Rabbit 

Creek, a tributary of the Klondike 

River in Alaska, resulting in the Great 

Klondike Gold Rush.  

 

1910 - Mother Teresa (1910-1997) was 

born as Agnes Gonxha Bojaxhiu in 

Skopje, Yugoslavia.  

 

1934 - In Germany, a plebiscite was 

held in which 89.9 percent of German 

voters approved granting  
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Chancellor Adolf Hitler additional 

powers, including the office of  

president.  

 

1944 - Anne Frank penned her last 

entry into her diary.  

 

1945 - The first Atomic Bomb was 

dropped over the centre of  

Hiroshima. 

 

1961 - The Berlin Wall came into 

existence  

 

1962 - Nelson Mandela  arrested by 

security police in South Africa and 

was sentenced to life in prison. A 

worldwide campaign to free him 

resulted in his release in 1990, at 

age 71 after 27 years in prison. 

 

1974 -Richard Nixon resigned  

the presidency of the US as a result 

of the Watergate scandal.  

 

1977 - Elvis Presley was  

pronounced dead at the Memphis 

Baptist Hospital at age 42.  

 

1991 - Following the unsuccessful 

coup of August 19-21, the Soviet 

Communist Party was suspended, 

thus ending the institution that 

ruled Soviet Russia for nearly 75 

years.  

 

1997 -  Princess Diana died at age 

36 from massive internal injuries 

suffered in a high-speed car crash  



   
15 

The Royal Engineers were on a  

jungle exercise.  They had to cross a 

raging river by means of a rope.  

The difficulty was to get the rope 

across because the stream was deep 

and wide and full of crocodiles. 

The first volunteer to swim was 

eaten alive. 

The crocodiles also ate the second 

volunteer.  There were no more  

volunteers. 

“Sapper MacSween”, yelled the  

Sergeant, “strip off and get that line 

across.” 

The Captain was aghast: “You can’t 

send him to his death, he isn’t even 

a volunteer.” 

“It’s ok,” said the Sergeant, “he’s a 

Partick Thistle supporter.” 
 

By this time Sapper MacSween was 

across with the rope.  The crocodiles 

just sniffed at him and went away. 

The Captain was nonplussed.  
 

“Partick Thistle Supporter, what 

are you on about?” 

“Have a look at MacSween’s  

backside, said the Sergeant. 

On the left cheek he had tattooed 

“Partick for the Cup” and on the 

right cheek he had ‘Partick Thistle 

League Champions.’ 

“Now I understand,” said the  

Captain. “not even a crocodile could 

swallow that.” 

The golf match to end all golf 

matches was being played up in 

Heaven between St Peter and St 

Paul. St Peter drove off at the first 

hole and made a hole in one. 

St Paul, undaunted, did exactly 

the same.  At the second hole 

both had holes in one again. 

St Peter turned to St Paul and 

said, “What do you say, Paul?  

Let’s cut out the miracles and get 

down to business.” 

The casting director of a big  

Hollywood film studio was  

interrupted by his secretary who 

said “there’s a man outside who 

insists upon seeing you  

immediately. “ 

“What does he do?” asked the 

director. 

“He tells me he specialises in 

sticking his right arm into the 

lion’s cage in big jungle films.” 

“That sounds interesting,” says 

the director. “What does he call 

himself?” 

“Lefty.” 

Epitaph on the Gravestone 

of an Army Mule 
 

Here lies Maggie who in her time 

kicked two colonels, four majors, 

ten captains, twenty four  

lieutenants, forty two sergeants, 

four hundred and eighty six  

privates, and one bomb. 

A little whisk broom asked his 

parents, “How did I get here?” 

His mother answered, “your 

daddy and I swept together.” 
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The Culzean swans on a Sunday 

School picnic to Maidens Harbour 

The Maidens Grand National 2020 



 CHURCH  FINANCES 
 

We are now just over half way 

through the calendar and financial 

year and our church finances are 

holding up fairly well. 
 

Our Weekly Freewill Offerings are 

down which is understandable but, 

thanks to those who have sent in 

cheques regularly, are only slightly 

reduced from last year.  I am sure 

others will have been filling their  

envelopes and will require a G4S  

escort when we ever get back to 

church.  Thanks also to those who 

give and have started to give by bank  

standing order.  The amount  

contributed by this means has almost 

doubled from last year. 
 

Rental income from our halls has 

ceased obviously and will not resume 

until the premises are opened again. 
 

Tax recovered from gift aid is similar 

to last year which is excellent and if 

you pay tax but have not signed up 

for gift aid please let me know.  The 

Chancellor of the Exchequer is happy 

to give the church the tax you have 

paid on your income so don’t make 

him unhappy.. 
 

We have used some of the funds from 

Andrew McIntosh’s legacy to  

purchase new video and editing 

equipment which has been helpful in 

creating the online service every      

Sunday which has been a delight 

for many to view and hear. 
 

We have managed to contain many 

of our regular costs, but fixed  

contributions to Ministry and  

Mission plus Presbytery Dues 

amount to £70,000 for the year.  In 

addition we will have extra costs in 

making our premises covid-clear 

and keeping them that way for the 

foreseeable future. 
 

We have not had a printout of our 

investments since lockdown but in 

line with falls in the Stock Market 

these are likely to be well down on 

last year although we have had 

£1,600 in interest so far this year, 

just under half of last year’s total. 
 

At this difficult time, in many ways 

not just financially, particularly for 

those still working, we are grateful 

to you all for still thinking about 

QPG and making regular financial 

contributions to help us meet our 

commitments. 
 

We are in the fortunate position to 

have so many thoughtful and  

generous members and also to have 

financial reserves to cover deficits 

which might occur through a  

reduced amount of income. 
 

Thank you all. 
 

Lindsay Macqueen 

Finance Team Leader 

17 



 

 
 

August  2020 
 

Transforming the journey 

 

The Very Rev Dr Albert Bogle urges the Church to shake off the dust of 

the past and speak more openly in engaging with racism and injustice. 

 

Jennifer’s Story 
 

Thomas Baldwin describes how the loss of a precious baby daughter  

provided the backdrop for the author of a new book. 

 

Changing the narrative 
 

The Rev Martin Johnstone reports on 

the history and impact of the Poor  

Peoples’ Campaign. 

 

Emergent Church 
 

Ruth Harvey considers the pathway for the Church from lockdown  

offered by Matthew 18. 

 

Jesus and the natural world 
 

In the continuing series celebrating 50 years of the SRT, Andrew  

Torrance explains why the Church is called to proclaim the natural world 

is not its own independent reality. 

 

Kindness counts 
 

The Very Rev Dr John Chalmers considers the importance of kindness 

in the ‘new normal’. 

 
 

All this, and reviews, crosswords, youth column, bible study, 

church registers and much more. News from the church –  

national and world wide. 
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INTIMATIONSINTIMATIONSINTIMATIONS   
 
 

1. Cases of illness or urgent pastoral need should be 

 intimated without  delay to the Minister. 

 

2. Any person who would like to become a communicant 

 member of the church should speak to the Minister. 

 

3. The Monthly Magazine is going to continue throughout 

 the Summer without a break so the final date for 

 submitting articles for the September Magazine is Sunday 

 30th August. 
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TREASURER’S REPORT  TO  29th  JULY  2020TREASURER’S REPORT  TO  29th  JULY  2020TREASURER’S REPORT  TO  29th  JULY  2020   
     
   Open Plate     £        485 

   Freewill Offerings    £     4,445 

   Gift Aid Freewill Offerings  £   29,789 

   Total       £   34,719 

   Average per Sunday (30 weeks)   £     1,157 

 
 

The only members’ income since lockdown has been from standing  

orders and cheques received.  Many thanks to all who have contributed. 
 

 

OTHER  INCOME 

 

Two donations via Church of Scotland website totalling 

—£73.55 (£75 less some form of handling fee) 
 

 
M. Borland, Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GENERAL  FABRIC  FUNDGENERAL  FABRIC  FUNDGENERAL  FABRIC  FUND   
   

Balance at 1/1/20  £  6,830 

+ Income        £  1,677

                 £  8,507 

Expenditure       £  4,873 

Balance at 29/7/20      £  3,634 



OFFICEBEARERSOFFICEBEARERS  
 
 

 INTERIM MINISTER  Rev David Denniston         07903 926727  

 SESSION CLERK   Mr Jo Gibb     638 5768 

 FABRIC  TEAM        Mr. Euan Gibb    638 5768  

 HOSPITALITY  TEAM Miss Morag Reid    440 7406 

 PASTORAL  TEAM       Miss Lexa Boyle   427 3999  

 MISSION  TEAM          Miss Lynn Flower    631 4964    

 PRAYER  TEAM           
 MINISTRY TEAM       Rev David Denniston         07903 926727 

 MUSIC & DRAMA TEAM    Mrs Lynn Gibb    638 5768 

 FINANCE  TEAM  Mr Lindsay Macqueen       01655 332588     

 ADMIN / OFFICE  TEAM     Mrs Rhona Hughes        at Church Office 

 EDUCATION  TEAM      Mr Malcolm Leitch  423 7501 

 TIME TALENTS MONEY TEAM      Mrs Joyce McNae 423 1897  

 YOUTH  TEAM       Miss Lynn Flower      631 4964 

 CONGREGATIONAL      Mrs. Margaret Borland  at Church Office   

 TREASURER              
 MAGAZINE  EDITOR  Mr. Malcolm Leitch   423 7501 

             malcolmleitch135@btinternet.com    
 MAGAZINE         Mrs. Rhona Hughes       at Church Office  

  DISTRIBUTION         
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