Devotion – Week 15
Sunday 28th June 2020

Third Sunday After

G

ood morning to all my dear friends of John Ross Memorial Deaf Church in
Glasgow and West of Scotland. Welcome to today’s Devotion - Week 15.
Today is the third Sunday after Trinity.

I

hope that you are receiving devotions regularly by e mail or by post. If you
have not received the devotions regularly (1 to 15) then please let me know and
I will e mail. The weekly devotional notes will carry on until we are all back to
church again.

D

on’t forget to go on Facebook and type in BSL Church Worship and you
will see some very nice Christian messages signed by our deaf and hearing
friends in the Church of England Ministry for the Deaf and also on You Tube
by the CDA (Catholic Deaf Association).
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Love, prayers and God’s many blessings to you all.

Richard
Rev Richard Durno

Revelation Chapter 3 verses 20 – 22
20 Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If any person hears my voice and
opens the door, I will come in and eat with that person. A that person will eat
with me.
21 “I will let every person who wins the victory sit with me on my throne. It
was the same with me. I won the victory and sat down with my Father on his
throne.
22 Every person who hears these things should listen to what the Spirit says to
the churches.”
May God bless this reading of his most holy words and to his name be all
glory and praise. Amen
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Are You in the Hands of Jesus?
Reading: Revelation Chapter 3 verses 19 – 22
Text: Revelation Chapter 3 verse 20
“Here I am! I stand at the door and knock.” (EVD)
This week I had a struggle with trying to write Devotion 15 for today and whilst
thinking for a few days then suddenly on Wednesday I received a video clip from
Jean McCall of Blantyre near Glasgow with a deaf man signing a message saying
that “every part of the world is affected by Covid-19 but we should remember
that God is here as our Great Advocate (helper/supporter) for he has got the
whole world in his hands”…………….hands…….then I had an idea!

“Hands”
Our hands are the most versatile part of our bodies. Versatile means the ability
to do many things. We write with our hands. We push with our hands. We climb
with our hands. We catch with our hands. We drive nails with a hammer in our
hands. We chisel with our hands. We paint on canvas with our hands. We sew
with our hands. Above all deaf people talk with their hands.
Hearing people’s use of the word hand e.g. if you want help, you would say,
“Lend me a hand.” If you have experience in something you say, “I am an old
hand at that.” If you talk about somebody who is busy you would say, “She has
her hands full.”
The New Testament is set up as a picture book of Jesus’ hands. I want all to see
the hands of the Lord Jesus Christ.
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First. “The Creating Hands”
“All things were made through him (God). Nothing was made without him”
John 1:3 EVD. All the mountains, seas, stars, planets and galaxies were made by
God’s hands. In Colossians 1:16 EVD it says that “through his power all things
were made— things in heaven and on earth, things seen and not seen.”

Second. “The Healing Hands”
Jesus healed many people during his three-year ministry. One such group was the
lepers. Lepers were social outcasts. They had to shout “unclean, unclean” so
people could keep away from the lepers because leprosy is an infectious skin
disease. Jesus touched the leper and was healed.

The hands of Jesus can heal your heart, your mind, your body and your soul if we
believe and go to Jesus for healing.
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Third. “The Compassionate Hands”
Jesus said, “I feel sorry for those people. They have been with me three days,
now they have nothing to eat. I don’t want to send them away hungry….”
Matthew 15:32. EVD Jesus has compassion on the hungry people of the world,
He has compassion on you in your need, in your hurt, in your place of suffering.

Fourth. “The Hands of Blessings”
In Mark 10:16 EVD it says “Then Jesus held the children in his arms. Jesus put
his hands on them and blessed them.” Jesus wants to take you in his arms and
love you and bless you and change you and make you a new person. Jesus wants
to make your home a place of security and happiness but you need to let him in.

Fifth. “The Suffering Hands”
When Jesus was hung on the cross he suffered the most terrible pain after the
soldiers hammered nails through his hands and feet. Jesus will carry those nail
scars forever and we need to say “thank you Lord for saving me”. “At Golgotha
they nailed Jesus to the cross.” John 19:18 EVD
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Sixth. “The Knocking Hands”
The hands of Jesus are the knocking hands. In Revelation 3:20 EVD says “Here
I am! I stand at the door and knock. If any person hears my voice and opens
the door, I will come in and eat with that person. And that person will eat with
me.” Jesus is knocking at the door of your heart. You have to decide to open the
door and let him come in and save you.

Seventh. “The Outstretched Hands”
Jesus hands were outstretched on the cross 2,000 years ago and today his hands
are still outstretched saying “Come to me all you people who are tired and have
heavy burdens, I will give you rest.” Matthew 11:28 EVD
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Eighth. “The Communicating Hands.”
32 While he was there, some people brought a man to him. This man was deaf
and could not talk. The people begged Jesus to put his hand on the man to heal
him.
33 Jesus led the man away from the people to be alone with him. Jesus put his
finger in the man’s ears. Then Jesus spit and touched the man’s tongue.
34 Jesus looked up to the sky and made a breathing sound. Jesus said to the man,
“Ephphatha!” (This means, “Open!”)
35 When Jesus did this, the man was able to hear. The man was able to use his
tongue and spoke clearly.
36 Jesus commanded the people not to tell any person about what happened. Jesus
always commanded people not to tell other people about him. But this only
caused the people to tell about him more and more.
37 The people were really amazed. The people said, “Jesus does everything in a
good way. Jesus makes deaf people able to hear. And people that can’t talk –
Jesus makes them talk.” Mark 7:32-37 EVD

The gospel of Mark was written by John Mark who was a friend of Paul and a
cousin of Barnabas. Mark is the shortest of four gospels and even shorter is the
six verse story of the deaf man who “could not talk”. We do not know how old
this man was but I think that he was born deaf because Mark says that the man
could not talk. If a person became deaf later on in life then he/she would normally
have some speech but this man must have been either born deaf or became deaf
at a very early age.
Although the gospel of Mark did not say that this man was able to use sign
language but I think also that the deaf man would have used some kind of basic
sign language perhaps gestures with his hands to help him communicate with the
people around him of his time. I am sure that there were many deaf people in
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bible times who were deaf and could not talk and so they would all communicate
with their hands. Perhaps Jesus and the deaf man were able to sign to each other.
We have to remember that God, in the Creation, created language, and God
understands every language, and God knows, our thoughts and emotions which
cannot be expressed by speech (Romans 8:26). We all know that Jesus is the
Son of God and, in truth, Jesus is God himself. (John 1:1).

In verse 33 Mark says, “Jesus led the man away from the people to be alone
with him.” They had private personal time together……. in sign language.
Are you in the hands of Jesus?
Perhaps today we have another chance to think about accepting Jesus into our
hearts and then become one of Jesus’ disciples and we can be Jesus’ working
communicating signing hands here on earth. Amen
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Adoration:

Confession:
Most merciful God this is our prayer of confession….
• You have always loved each one of us but we have often been too busy to
love you with all of our hearts.
• You have always been interested in all of our earthly doing but we failed
to be interested in your wonderful heavenly works.
• You have given us so much during the lock down days to help us survive
such as food, water, place of safety, NHS hospitals, NHS staff but we did
not fully appreciate these things.
• We worry over many things when we should hand over our worries to
you for your answers.
• We have not worked hard to pray, to study and to help our own deaf
church members.
• We have been impatient with our families and friends especially the older
folks during the lock down days when we should have been supportive.
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Forgive us all who are sinners and help us seek forgiveness through the blood of
Jesus Christ our Lord and Saviour,
Thanksgiving:
Heavenly Father we want to give you thanks for……..
• Caring for us every day and making sure that we have finances for food
and water.
• The NHS that looks after us all twenty-four hours per day and seven days
per week.
• The church ministers who are continuing to work full-time and working
from home and still managing to preach, teach and sending out weekly
messages to the church folks through YouTube, live streaming, e mails
and other technologies.
• The Holy Spirit and for your daily guidance, support and love.
• The people who organises the food delivery via the local Councils.
• Your help in guiding the government to manage and make decisions
about the danger levels of the virus around us.
• Television news production for the important daily news about
Coronavirus.
• Scottish Deaf Association (BDA), Scottish Deaf Network, BSL Zone for
the regular information through various presenters signing on the internet.
• The NHS staff both medical and non-medical helping people recover
from this virus
• The new ideas of sending messages of Jesus to all church families via
Zoom, Face time and other technologies.
• The warm weather and some refreshing rain we had this week that helps
to feed the plants, grass, trees and the birds and animals around us.
• Jesus who gave his life on the cross so that his blood shed to wipe away
our sins.
Prayer for other people..
• We pray Father for all the people who were injured including one
policeman during a knife attack by one man in West George Street in
Glasgow. Sadly, the attacker died so we will never know why it has
happened.
• We pray for better relationships between people of all race and colour.
• We pray for people who are trapped at home because of shielding
especially the people who live in flats without gardens. Help them Lord
and take away their loneliness and frustrations.
• We pray for better behaviour of the many people wanting to go to parks
and beaches.
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• We pray for people who are still unwell or still recovering from
Coronavirus.
• We pray for people who wants to get married soon in churches or hotels
but cannot plan properly. Help them to be calm and trust in you Lord that
all will be well soon.
• We pray for people who wants to have their babies baptised in church.
• We pray for people who are lonely in hospital because nobody are
allowed in to visit because of Coronavirus.
• We continue to pray for all the heroes of NHS who are helping the
patients in hospitals to recover from their illness.
• We pray for all church ministers who are working out plans to open the
church again.
• We pray that shops will open soon and staff can go back to work
• We continue to pray for the politicians and scientists who are trying to
work out the best plan to allow people more freedom of movements and
helping people back to work.
• We pray for all the businesses that have closed during lock down and are
struggling to open again because of lack of money.
• We pray for all our human families we have not seen for a long time
since the lockdown started and we pray that we will see them all soon.
• We say this prayer through Jesus Christ our Lord who taught us to pray
and to say………
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever.
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Song
“He's Got the Whole World in His Hands”
He's got the whole world in His hands
He's got the whole world in His hands
He's got the whole world in His hands
He's got the whole world in His hands
He's got the itty bitty baby in His hands
He's got the itty bitty baby in His hands
He's got the itty bitty baby in His hands
He's got the whole world in His hands
He's got a-you and me brother in His hands
He's got a-you and me brother in His hands
He's got a-you and me brother in His hands
He's got the whole world in His hands
He's got a-you and me sister in His hands
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He's got a-you and me sister in His hands
He's got a-you and me sister in His hands
He's got a-you and me sister in His hands
He's got the whole world in His hands
He's got the whole world in His hands
He's got the whole world in His hands
He's got the whole world in His hands
He's got the whole world in His hands
Laurie London - 1958 – vinylrip
He's Got the Whole World in His Hands" is a traditional African American spiritual,
first published in 1927. It became an international pop hit in 1957–58 in a ...
Songwriter(s): Robert Lindon, William Henry
Released: 1957
Recorded: 1957
B-side: "The Cradle Rock"
Laurie London recording · Covers and adaptations · In popular culture

•
•
•
•
•

If you are lonely or need a prayer or a chat, please contact…..
Rev Richard Durno
Messenger, Face Book, Face Time, Mobile Text: 07748607721
E-mail richard.durno@btinternet.com
If you want to Face Time me it is best you text me first and find out when
I am free to sign/talk with you.

• There is a weekly signed and subtitled worship services at Claremont
Parish Church each Sunday at 10.30 am. Or can be watched any time
through the week on this link:
https://www.claremontparishchurch.co.uk/Sundays/live-stream
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• Deaf at Destiny Church in Glasgow………
• Destiny Church Online - YouTube
• https://www.youtube.com/user/DestinyChurchTV
• Please let me know if you know of anyone in the deaf church family or in
the deaf community who are unwell at home or in hospital with any illness
or suffering from COVID-19 so that we, the deaf church, can pray for them
and perhaps Face Time them.
• Please forward on the JRM Deaf Church email Devotions 1-14 to any of
your friends and families who have e mails.
• If they want to get the devotions regularly until COVID - 19 is over then
let me know and I am happy to add their names and e mail addresses. They
can contact me direct any time.
• You can read Devotions weeks 1 to 15 and also the JRM Deaf Church
Quarterly Newsletters and Queen’s Park Govanhill monthly newsletters
on the Queen’s Park Govanhill Church website:https://qpgpc.com/church-magazine/
• qpgpc.com/jrm/
• NOTE : You must use Ctrl + Click to follow the above links.

Aaronic
Blessing
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