Devotion – Week 12
Sunday 7th June 2020

Good morning to all my dear friends of John Ross Memorial Deaf Church.
Welcome to the weekly Devotion Number 12. Today is Trinity Sunday I hope
you are all safe and well and keeping busy during this lockdown.
I have been in touch with many of my church folks by e mail and mobile text to
make sure they are safe and well and interestingly some of the men and women
talked about being busy in the garden and doing DIY during lockdown but the
some of the women complained about not had haircuts for 12 weeks. I want to
say something different. I can’t go to see the chiropodist because of the lockdown
and my feet are sore with corns!
We are now in June already! We should thank God for the beautiful weather we
had. It is strange how we had beautiful weather for nearly all of the 12 weeks of
lockdown. Someone sent me this picture this week. Looks almost like a holiday
postcard but it is true.
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Don’t forget to go on Facebook and type in BSL Church Worship and you will
see some very nice Christian messages signed by our deaf and hearing friends in
the Church of England and in You Tube the CDA (Catholic Deaf Association).
Love, prayers and God’s many blessings to you all.

Richard
Rev Richard Durno

Acts Chapter 2 verses 29 to 34
Peter Speaks to the People
29 “My brothers, I can tell you truly about David, our ancestor. He died and was
buried. His grave is still here with us today.
30 David was a prophet and knew something God said. God promised David that
he would make a person from David’s family to be a king like David.
31 David knew this before it happened. That is why David said this about that
person:
‘He was not left in the place of death (hell)
His body did not rot in the grave.’
David was talking about the Christ rising from death.
32 So Jesus is the One God raised from death, not David! We are all witnesses of
this. We saw him!
33 Jesus was lifted up to heaven. Now Jesus is with God, at God’s right side. The
Father has now given the Holy Spirit to Jesus. The Holy Spirit is what God
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promised to give. So now Jesus is pouring (giving) out that Spirit. This is what
you see and hear.
34 David was not the one who was lifted up to heaven. It was Jesus who was
lifted up to heaven….”
May God bless this reading of his most holy words and to his name be all glory
and praise. Amen
May God bless these readings of his most holy words and to his name be all
glory and praise.
Amen Thanks be to God.

Bible Text: Acts 2:33
“Jesus was lifted up to heaven. Now Jesus is with God, at God’s right side.
The Father has now given the Holy Spirit to Jesus. The Holy Spirit is what
God promised to give. So now Jesus is pouring out that Spirit. This is what
you see and hear.”
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Today is Trinity Sunday and the Trinity season continue until the 25th of October
and then the count-down begins towards Christmas! Woopee!
• The difficult part of our faith is to understand the Trinity.
• Trinity is the last great festival in the Christian calendar.
• Trinity means God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit.
This is often argued by Christians. How can we have three Gods yet one God? It
is difficult to understand and a difficult concept to accept.
The Trinity is part of our Christian faith. I think someone once said “why make
simple Christianity so difficult?” I feel that this teaching of the Trinity is
important so, for a little while let us look at it and search for understanding
together.
• The teaching of the Trinity is important to our faith.
• Let us look at the life of Peter the Jew.
Peter was brought up in the normal Jewish custom where, in Peter’s early days,
he was taught in the Jewish Temple (Synagogue) that there was only one God in
the universe. You may think that there is nothing very wonderful about that but
remember, Peter lived at a time long ago when the Romans and the Greeks
believed in many gods.

• Greeks and the Romans believed in many gods.
• For example: god of war; god of crops; god of pleasure and many
more.
Since a child Peter learned at each Sabbath in his church about this one God
through the Law and the Prophets. When Peter became a man, he met Jesus of
Nazareth. Peter must have felt like a magnet to this man Jesus.
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• This made Peter give up his job as fisherman to follow Jesus.
Peter found this new life with Jesus gave him a new experience and life with a
new meaning. It took time and then he realised that this Jesus was the Messiah
but Peter had more to learn because this Jesus the Messiah will one day be
crucified. Slowly Peter was learning of a new way that was bringing him into a
closer fellowship with a living God.

On the day of Pentecost, which was last Sunday, when the Holy Spirit came down
and we now see a new Peter. Peter was a very ordinary man, no great schooling,
no great sense of duty, suddenly on the day of Pentecost Peter becomes able to
speak boldly and confidently about his religion. We can see that he is filled with
a new power and new energy. Why?
• It was because Peter had a third experience of God promised by Jesus.
• Peter experienced the Holy Spirit.
Peter knows that he experienced God in three ways.
• God the Father in Heaven.
• Jesus the Son of God.
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• God the Holy Spirit.
• Peter may have experienced God in three ways but he experienced one
God. Peter’s early training in the Jewish faith that there was one God was
not wrong and through Jesus Peter came to live with God, know this God
and worshipped this God and with the Holy Spirit living in Peter so Peter
was able to serve God.
Today we keep this teaching of God in three persons. God as we know him in
three ways,
• God the Father the great Creator (Maker),
• God who came down to earth to become Jesus.
• God sent His Holy Spirit.
• Jesus is for us the way and through God’s power people can be changed.
• The power of Jesus that can give new meaning to Peter’s life and the lives
of other people.
• The Holy Spirit, the third part of God, lives in us and makes us different
from other people.
To understand what the bible says about the Person of the Holy Spirit we have
to understand first his person in the Trinity. Trinity means three and talks about
the three Persons that makes up the One God.
To help us understand the Trinity we have three containers in the pictures.
• One contains water,
• One contains ice
• One contains steam

God

Jesus

Water

Ice
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Holy Spirit

Steam

I have used this idea a few times before in the deaf church and this might be the
best way of explaining what the “three-in-one” Trinity means.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Water, steam and ice are all different but really the same thing.
Freeze water = ice
Melt ice = water
Heat up ice and water = steam
This is not a perfect explanation so let us make God as WATER and let
us make Jesus as ICE and finally Holy Spirit as STEAM.
Jesus the man is different from the Father yet the same.
Water is different from ice and yet is the same. One is liquid water and the
other is frozen water.
The steam is different from water and ice and yet it is the same.
you heat up water or ice it will become steam The Holy Spirit is different
from Jesus and God the Father and yet the same
Because the Holy Spirit came from God and Jesus. All three are One, and
the one God is made up of three separate persons.

Before Jesus ascended (went up) into heaven, Jesus promised his disciples that in
a few days time they would be baptised with the Holy Spirit “in a few days you
will be baptised with the Holy Spirit” Acts 1:5. This means they were going to
receive a new power. In verse 8 says “..the Holy Spirit will come to you. Then
you will receive power.” What was this power for? Also in verse 8 says “You
will be my witnesses – you will tell people about me.”
The disciples received the Holy Spirit (like a tank in a car is filled with petrol or
diesel) from God through Jesus almost like God and Jesus gave the disciples
authorisation (permission) to go out and preach.
Remember in Devotion 10 and before Jesus went back to heaven he said to his
disciples “Jesus said to the followers, “Go everywhere in the world. Tell the
Good News to every person.” Mark 16:15 but the disciples had to wait for the
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Jesus said to the followers, “Go everywhere in
the world. Tell the Good News to every
person.” Mark 16:15

“anointing power” (appointing power) of the Holy Spirit before they could start
their ministry.
Let us all learn the lesson of the Trinity that God made us and that His love for
each one of us is difficult to understand. God’s love is so great he had to send a
part of himself – Jesus His own Son – to live among us so that we might, through
Jesus, know more of His love, of His mercy and of His forgiveness. We, who are
so weak, need the petrol or diesel to help us move so God sends his Holy Spirit
to live in our hearts that will help us have fellowship with others and bring others,
guide others to learn of God. With the strength of God through the Holy Spirit in
us we can have power to do great things for him on earth.
Amen
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Adoration:
You are a wonderful God and Father of all of us on earth
We rejoice in you Lord.
We love you lord because you loved us first.
We praise your holy name.
Confession:
We ask you Father for your forgiveness for failing you this week:
• For ignoring you when you want to talk to us
• For not opening our hearts to you more
• For failing to have private worship with
• For being negative in our thoughts, words and deeds.
• For hurting our families and friends through
• For not studying the bible
• For not being in regular prayerful thoughts
• For being impatient with our families and friends during this lock down
Loving Father accept our confession.
Forgiveness our foolish ways through the blood of Jesus Christ our Lord and
Saviour,
Thanksgiving:
Heavenly Father we want to give you thanks for….
• This Trinity Sunday. We have all three beings together now .e. Father,
Son and Holy Spirit.
• The volunteers who bring food parcels to houses of people who are
shielding.
• The bin men who have worked hard in collecting our possible Covid
infected bins.
• Guiding us through the difficult times of this COVID-19 pandemic.
• Lifting up our spirits during the gloom and depressing times.
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• The doctors and nurses in hospitals in Covid and non Covid wards risking
their lives to help people
• The new ideas of ministers who continue to preach, in different ways,
your message of Jesus to the deaf congregations some through modern
technology some through sending out messages in the post.
• Thank you for your Son Jesus dying on the cross so that his blood shed to
wipe away our sins.
Prayer for other people..
• We pray for a peaceful “Black Lives Matter” demonstrations in the UK
and other places in the world.
• We pray for people who are trapped at home because of shielding. Help
them Lord and take away their loneliness and frustrations.
• We pray for people who are ill with COVID-19 may they get better soon.
• We pray and comfort the people who have lost their loved ones and
unable to visit the people who have died and the difficulties of attending
funerals
• We pray for families who cannot visit their relatives in hospitals.
• We pray for deaf patients who will feel lonely and cannot talk to staff.
• We pray for all the brave volunteers who are helping the hospitals with
bringing clean clothes for the patients.
• We pray for Volunteers bringing food to hospitals for the staff unable to
shop during the day or night.
• We pray for people who are able to work from homes and able to keep
their business moving.
• We pray for people who have lost their jobs because the shops and
factories have closed down for good.
• We pray for all the ministers to deaf churches and deaf people who
worship regularly that they all feel supported and comforted at this
difficult time.
• We pray for the wise decisions of politicians as they all work together in
helping to plan the easing of this lockdown.
• We pray for the health and safety of the Royal Family who are all unable
to carry out the duties of the Crown.
We say this prayer through Jesus Christ our Lord who taught us to pray and to
say………
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
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Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
May the risen Jesus Christ our Lord be with us now and every day.

(The music for this hymn is usually slow and the words are easy to sign)

Mission Praise No 75 - Hymn for Trinity Sunday
Holy, holy, holy, holy
Holy, holy, Lord God Almighty!
And we lift our hearts before You
As a token of our love:
Holy, holy, holy, holy.
Gracious Father, gracious Father,
We’re so glad to be your children, Gracious Father;
And we lift our heads before you
As a token of our love,
Gracious Father, gracious Father.
Precious Jesus, precious Jesus,
We’re so glad that you’ve redeemed us, precious Jesus
And we lift our hands before you
As a token of our love
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Precious Jesus, precious Jesus.
Holy Spirit, Holy Spirit,
Come and fill our hearts anew, Holy Spirit!
And we lift our voice before you
As a token of our love
Holy Spirit, Holy Spirit
Jimmy Owens
© 1972 Lexicon Music Inc
Word Music (UK)

• Our Church holiday trip to the Isle of Man is cancelled. Joyce Dickson
will be contacting everyone
•
•
•
•
•

If you are lonely or need a prayer or a chat, please contact…..
Rev Richard Durno
Messenger, Face Book, Face Time, Mobile Text: 07748607721
E-mail richard.durno@btinternet.com
If you want to Face Time me it is best you text me first and find out when
I am free to sign/talk with you.

• There is a weekly signed and subtitled worship services at Claremont
Parish Church each Sunday at 10.30 am. Or can be watched any time
through the week on this link:
https://www.claremontparishchurch.co.uk/Sundays/live-stream
• Deaf at Destiny Church in Glasgow………
• Destiny Church Online - YouTube
• https://www.youtube.com/user/DestinyChurchTV
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• Please let me know if you know of anyone in the deaf church family or in
the deaf community who are unwell at home or in hospital with any illness
or suffering from COVID-19 so that we, the deaf church, can pray for them
and perhaps Face Time them.
• Please forward on the JRM Deaf Church email Devotions 1-12 to any of
your friends and families who have e mails.
• If they want to get the devotions regularly until COVID - 19 is over then
let me know and I am happy to add their names and e mail addresses. They
can contact me direct any time.
• You can read Devotions weeks 1 to 12 and also the JRM Deaf Church
Quarterly Newsletters and Queen’s Park Govanhill monthly newsletters
on the Queen’s Park Govanhill Church website:https://qpgpc.com/church-magazine/
• qpgpc.com/jrm/
• NOTE : You must use Ctrl + Click to follow the above links.
Doxology CH4 No. 813
All praise and thanks to God
who reigns in highest heaven,
the Father and the Son
and Spirit, now be given:
the one, eternal God,
whom earth and heaven adore;
for thus it was, is now,
and shall be evermore.
Martin Rinkart (1586-1649)
Translated Catherine Winkworth (1827-1878) (alt.)
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Go in peace and may the blessings of God Almighty
The Father, Son and Holy Spirit
Be with you today, tomorrow and always.
Amen
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