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Devotion – Week 11 
 
 
 

Sunday 31st May 2020 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Good morning to all my dear friends of John Ross Memorial Deaf Church.  
 
Welcome to the weekly Devotion Number 11. I hope you are all safe and well 
and keeping busy during this lockdown.  
 
It is hard to believe that today is the last Sunday of May and the last day of the 
month and tomorrow is the 1st of June! 
 
I feel very frustrated that I am not skilled in using modern technology like 
Facebook, Youtube and Zoom to help me explain this devotion in Sign Language 
but hopefully I will soon. 
 
Some of the Deaf Churches in Church of England sent their bible messages 
devotions/reflections through Facebook. If you have Facebook then please do go 
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on and type in BSL Church Worship. The Rev Mary Whittaker is on it 
somewhere and many others too. 
 

Love, prayers and God’s many blessings to you all. 
 

Richard 
Rev Richard Durno  

 

      

 

Acts Chapter 2 verses 1 to 6 

The Coming of the Holy Spirit. 

 

1. When the day of Pentecost came, the apostles were all together in one place. 

2. Suddenly a noise came from the sky. It sounded like a strong wind blowing. 
This filled the whole house where they were sitting. 

3. They saw something that looked like flames of fire. The flames were separated 
and stood over each person there. 

4. They were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they began to speak different 
languages. The Holy Spirit was giving them power to do this. 
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5. There were some very religious Jewish men in Jerusalem at this time. These 
men were from every country in the world. 

6. A large group of these men came together because they heard the noise. They 
were surprised because the apostles were speaking, and every man heard in his 
own language. 

May God bless these readings of his most holy words and to his name be all 
glory and praise.                              
 
                                             Amen Thanks be to God. 
 
 

                                                                                         
 

 

Power of the Holy Spirit 
Text: Acts 2 Verse 4 “They were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they 
began to speak different languages. The Holy Spirit was giving them the 
power to do this.” 

Today is Pentecost Sunday. If we look at this word PENTECOST and ask what 
does it mean? It is a Greek word meaning fifty. Fifty what? Fifty days from 
the Feast of the Passover. The Passover happened at the time of the Last 
Supper. The Feast of the Pentecost was a great Jewish Festival…. their 
Harvest Festival. This was one of the important festivals of the Jewish Church 
and by law the Jew had to attend the temple at Jerusalem. Very early in the 
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morning, the offering of the first two loaves, made with the new corn, from the 
Harvest, took place, and God was thanked for the harvest safely gathered.  
 
The disciples, being Jews, would have been there at this service, and they returned 
home to that Upper Room of the house in Jerusalem where Jesus had eaten his 
last meal with them, and where he had appeared at least twice since he had risen 
from the dead.  
 
I am sure that the disciples went to the temple with fear because their lives were 
still in danger. There had been a lot of rumours going about Jerusalem that they 
would soon be arrested and other rumours that they had seen Jesus alive since his 
death on the cross. So the disciples were keen to hide away and must have felt 
happy when they got back to their room, where they could lock the door and feel 
safe. That day when they were all together came the Holy Spirit. There was a 
change in each one of them.  
 

  
 
The Holy Spirit came and the disciples were filled with the Power of God. 
Their souls were filled with the power of God. The power of the Holy Spirit gave 
them three things: 
 
 

1. New Mission. The disciples have a new job. They go out into the world 
without the body of Jesus as leader but with the leadership and the presence 
of the Spirit of Jesus.  

2. New Message. The disciples can preach to people that Jesus was killed by 
the Romans but he rose again from the dead and is alive. Jesus went back 
up to heaven (ascended) and anyone who believes in Jesus would not die 
but have everlasting life in heaven. 

3. New Courage. When the disciples preach they would no longer be afraid 
because they knew they should always be confident because they are with 
God in Spirit. 
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On Thursday of last week around 5pm we had a power cut at our house in 
Bishopbriggs! It is a bad time for a power cut because Linda nearly started to 
cook dinner! Then power cut!!!!!!  

We could not use the electric oven, or microwave or electric kettle. Luckily we 
have gas hobs so we had dinner cooked in pots and pans, boiled hot water in pans 
for tea. My mother likes toasted bread with her meal so bread was toasted over 
the gas hob. Boiled hot water in pan to do the dishes. It was like indoor camping! 
Two or three hours later we were all pleased that the house lights came on, 
television came back on and my computer came back on too!! So I went back to 
work!! 

Electric power has a big part in our lives and of course there are different kinds 
of power. There is the power of STEAM which drives great engines. There is 
the power of FIRE which, if used carefully, can give us HEAT. There is the 
power of OIL to drive engines. There is the power of PERSONALITY which 
many people have. There is the power of MONEY which can buy many things. 
There are all kinds of power factors in our life. One of the most common sources 
of power in our lives is ELECTRICITY and we find it in every home, every street, 
every factory yet I wonder if we all understand how it works.  

I know something about physics of when you hit a snooker ball with a cue. The 
ball moves slow or fast depends on how hard you hit the ball with the cue. I know 
if you are in a small canoe and you use an oar in the water you can make the canoe 
move by paddling. I understand all that. 

I know where electricity comes from. I know it comes from great power stations 
with great dynamos or through windmills at wind farms which makes it but I 
never understand how electricity is able to travel along wires or cables for miles 
and go into people’s homes.  

I know you can phone or mobile text your messages to anywhere in the world but 
it looks like an impossible idea. I think most of us are like that. Just because I 
don’t fully understand how electricity works does not mean I do not use 
electricity.  

The same with mobile phones or computers. I do not know how it really works. 
In the same way I do not understand how a brown cow eats green grass produces 
white milk but it does not mean I refuse to drink milk! So I would be very stupid 
if I light my house with candles and cook my food on a log fire just because I do 
not know the science of everything and this mysterious power called electricity.  
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There is another power called the HOLY SPIRIT. There will be many people 
who do not accept this gift from God because they do not understand how it works 

 
ELECTRICITY - WIND – HOLY SPIRIT are all very powerful forces but 
many ordinary people like me do not always fully understand these amazing 
powers. The Holy Spirit comes to us as a gift from a most wonderful God.  

I cannot begin to explain to you how the Holy Spirit can come into your life and 
through his power change each of us into a different person but I do know that 
after receiving the Holy Spirit you can have fellowship with God through Jesus 
and he will change you big time and give you comfort big time and guide on your 
journey big time! 

 
The power of the Holy Spirit can give so many people different gifts. There are 
not two Christians who have exactly the same gifts. St Paul said in his letter to 
the Ephesians 4:11 “…Christ gave gifts to people – he made some people to 
be apostles, some people to be prophets, some people to go and tell the Good 
News, and some people to have the work of caring for and teaching God’s 
people.”  

We all have different gifts. I wonder what your gifts are? Are we using our gifts 
from the Holy Spirit? Are we using the gifts from the Holy Spirit for the 
church of Jesus? Is the Holy Spirit of God helping us fully use our gifts? 

One thing we must remember is that electricity is not free. We have to pay for 
it. I can remember when I was a boy my grand-parents just got electric power put 
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into their country cottage in Banff. Before that they had oil lamps for lighting and 
log fired cookers similar to the Aga cooking range we have now. They must have 
found it easier just to put down a switch instead of lighting a match. My grand-
mother would tell me to be careful because she had to pay the bill. Electricity is 
not free and just the same the power of the Holy Spirit is not free for it cost the 
life of Jesus who died on the cross. Amen 
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Adoration: 
Abba Father, let me be  
Yours and Yours alone. 
May my will for ever be 
Evermore Your own. 
Never let my heart grow cold, 
Never let me go, 
Abba Father, let me be  
Yours and Yours alone. 
(Dave Bilbrough, © Thankyou Music 1977) 
 
Confession: 
We know father that you have the power to forgive. 
We know father that we need to have our sins forgiven  
We need to seek now your forgiveness for:  

• Our empty faith  
• Our failure to obey your commands  
• Our failure to follow in your footsteps 
• Our failure to study your Word 
• Our failure to Go into all the world and preach the Gospel 
• Our failure to spend more time with prayers 
• Our failure to show more love and patience towards our friends, families 

and enemies 
 
Merciful Father accept our confession. 
We look for your forgiveness through the blood of Jesus Christ our Lord and 
Saviour, 
 
Thanksgiving: 
Almighty God we are happy to lift our hearts to thank you for: 

• Your daily care, gifts of food, water, clothes, shelter for all of us 
• The happiness of our homes and the support of the people we live with 
• Guiding us through the difficult times of this COVID-19 pandemic 
• Guiding us through this lockdown and uplifting our spirits 
• Helping the GPs, hospital doctors, nurses, the hospital staff, care home 

staff all risking their lives to cope during this difficult time of our lives 
• The different wonderful ideas that ministers and church workers  have in 

bringing your message of Jesus to the congregation some through Zoom, 
You-tube, Facebook messages, some through sermon messages e-mailed 
to people who have e-mails and some sent through the post 

• Thank you for Jesus dying on the cross so that his blood shed to wipe 
away our sins 
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Thanks be to God forever and ever 
Thanks be to God forever and ever….. Amen 
 
Prayer for other people. 

• We pray for the safety of people who are still out working in hospitals, in 
the ambulance service, in the fire service, in the postal service. Please 
keep them safe. 

• We pray for people who are shielding and stuck at home. Help them lord 
and take away their frustrations of loneliness 

• We pray for people who are ill with COVID-19 may they hold on and get 
through this time of great stress and worries 

• We pray for people who are working from homes and keeping business 
moving. 

• We pray for people who are out on furlough and help them to feel 
positive in all that they do to help at home or through voluntary work 

• We pray for your help to give comfort to people who are worried about 
their shops and businesses that are now closed and hope that it will not be 
too late to reopen again in the near future 

• We pray for all the ministers to deaf churches and deaf people who 
worship regularly that they all feel supported and comforted at this 
difficult time 

• We pray for the work of Boris Johnston and the UK Government and 
Nicola Sturgeon the First Minister of Scotland and the other First 
Ministers in Wales and Northern Ireland as they all work together in 
planning to make UK safe for the people to live in the future. 

 
We say this prayer through Jesus Christ our Lord who taught us to pray and to 
say……… 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. 
 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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May the risen Jesus Christ our Lord be with us now and every day. 
              

             
 
 
 
 

  
 
HYMN CH4 No 600 for Pentecost Sunday 
Chorus  
Spirit of God, unseen as the wind, 
gentle as is the dove, 
teach us the truth and help us believe, 
show us the Saviour’s love. 
 
You spoke to us long, long ago, 
gave us the written word;   
we read it still, needing its truth, 
through it God’s voice is heard. 
 
Without your help we fail our Lord, 
we cannot live his way; 
we need your power, we need your strength, 
following Christ each day. 
 
Margaret V. Old (1932 – 2001) 
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HYMN CH4 No 620 for Pentecost Sunday 
 
Spirit of the living God 
move among us all; 
make us one in heart and mind, 
makes us one in love, 
humble, caring 
selfless, sharing. 
Spirit of the living God, 
fill our lives with love. 
 
Michael Baughen (b.1930) 
 
 

 
 

• If you are lonely or need a prayer or a chat, please contact….. 
• Rev Richard Durno  
• Messenger, Face Book, Face Time, Mobile Text: 07748607721 
• E-mail richard.durno@btinternet.com 
• If you want to Face Time me it is best you text me first and find out when 

I am free to sign/talk with you. 
 

• Please let me know if you know of anyone in the deaf church family or in 
the deaf community who are unwell at home or in hospital with any illness 
or suffering from COVID-19 so that we, the deaf church, can pray for them 
and perhaps Face Time them.  
 

• Please forward on the JRM Deaf Church email Devotions 1-11 to any of 
your friends and families who have e mails.  
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• If they want to get the devotions regularly until COVID - 19 is over then 
let me know and I am happy to add their names and e mail addresses. They 
can contact me direct any time. 

 

• There is a weekly signed and subtitled worship services at Claremont 
Parish Church each Sunday at 10.30 am. Or can be watched any time 
through the week on this link: 
https://www.claremontparishchurch.co.uk/Sundays/live-stream 
 

• Deaf at Destiny Church in Glasgow……… 
• Destiny Church Online - YouTube 
• https://www.youtube.com/user/DestinyChurchTV 

 
• You can read Devotions weeks 1 to 10 and also the JRM Deaf Church 

Quarterly Newsletters and Queen’s Park Govanhill monthly newsletters 
on the Queen’s Park Govanhill Church website:- 
https://qpgpc.com/church-magazine/ 

• qpgpc.com/jrm/  
• NOTE : You must use Ctrl + Click to follow the above links. 

 
• I missed out a paragraph of acknowledgement at the end of my message 

last week (Bibliography: William Barclay, The Daily Study Bible, The 
Gospel of John Volume 2 Chapter 20 verses 19 – 23, Revised 1975) to 
show where I got my ideas from. My apologies. 

 

    
 

Go in peace and may the blessings of God Almighty 

The Father, Son and Holy Spirit  

Be with you today, tomorrow and always. 

Amen  


