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       This is the time to be slow:  

 

This is the time to be slow, 

to lie low to the wall 

until the bitter weather passes. 

 

Try, as best you can,  

not to let the wire brush of doubt 

scrape from your heart 

all sense of yourself 

and your hesitant light. 

 

If you remain generous 

time will come good, 

and you will find your feet again 

on fresh pastures of promise 

where the air will be kind 

and blushed with beginning. 

 

                                 John O’Donohue  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Who brings about peace is called the companion of God  

in the work of creation.      

 

A traditional Jewish saying. 
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Dear friends, 
 

All of them were filled with the Holy 

Spirit 

(Acts 2: 4) 
 

In last month’s magazine I wrote that 
we would be celebrating the Day of 
Pentecost on Sunday 31st May. By the 
time most of you read this June edition 
of our magazine that celebration will 
have passed. And, of course, as with so 
much at the moment during these 
‘lockdown’ conditions, Pentecost has 
been marked in very different ways 
from usual. But it was marked in a  
special way in the Church of Scotland 
when congregations, including ours, 
who had been preparing and webcast-
ing Sunday services for their congrega-
tions, joined together for one Sunday 
only to mark this special day in a spe-
cial joint online service prepared and 
led by the new Moderator of the Gen-
eral Assembly, Rt Revd Dr Martin Fair.  
 

The aim was to bring the church  
together and to remember that  
Pentecost was, in some senses, the 
birthday of the church. So our united 
worship was a sign, not only of our 
oneness in the Spirit, but of hope that 
the One who brought the Church to 
birth on Pentecost will lead us through 
these days to a new future and a fresh 
tomorrow.  
 

As has so often been said in briefings 
from the Government, from commenta-
tors and from others, when we emerge 
from this period the world and our lives 
may well be very different from what 
we have hitherto known. The buzz 
phrase that everyone seems to be using 

is ‘new normal’. 
 

This will be true for 
the church also. We 
may not be returning 
to the way things were 
in the past. Even if we 
eventually return to 
some of what we have known and  
cherished (as we hope we will) we will 
also need to embrace some of what we 
have learned and discovered during this 
period of restriction in order to develop 
new ways of being church, and discover 
fresh approaches to our worship, work 
and witness.  
 

In due course, we will begin to move into 
that new future as we emerge from the 
present situation. As we prepare to do so, 
we will need to be filled anew with the 
Holy Spirit as were the disciples on the 
Day of Pentecost. Without the promised 
presence and power of the Spirit filling 
us, we will not be able to discover the 
vision that God has for us, nor the way 
ahead onto which he calls us, nor be  
effective in our mission to the community 
around us. 
 

But God has poured out his Spirit upon 
his church; so let us open our lives and 
hearts and receive the fullness of that 
Spirit and, with hope and expectation, see 
what God has planned for us! 
 

Stay safe, keep the faith and be of good 
hope. 
 

Peace be with you all. 
 

Your friend, 
 

David Denniston, Interim Minister 

DDenniston@churchofscotland.org.uk 
07903 926727 



 

 
 
 

Services, Prayers and Thoughts 

 

Sunday Worship 

 
While we continue in this period of  
social isolation and effective ‘lock 
down’ and so are prevented from  
gathering as usual for worship and  
fellowship, those who have access to 
the internet are still able to worship 
‘together’ on a weekly basis on  
Sundays at 11am on the Queens Park 
Govanhill webpage https://qpgpc.com/
services/ or on Facebook, Twitter, and 
YouTube pages. These services ‘go 
live’ at 11am each Sunday but remain 
available thereafter so that you can join 
later if for any reason you cannot be 
‘with us’ at 11am. 
 
What a lot of effort from many folks go 
into these services! The way in which 
Euan Gibb is able to bring them  
together for webcast is great, and the 
marvellous contributions from the choir 
and (more recently) the Praise Band is 
superb! It is extraordinary that these 
musical contributions can be made by 
folks from their own homes and 
emailed and somehow brought  
together. Thanks are due to Lynn Gibb 
for leading us on this musical  
adventure! 
 
And thanks too to all those who  
contribute to the readings, prayers and 
All-Age talks. It is great to see what we 
have been able to do over these weeks 
and months. 
 

On Sunday 14th June, there will 
be a special guest musical  
contribution included in the online 
service. Bruce Davies who is a  
renowned Scottish singer-
songwriter, a very committed  
Christian and who has been a friend 
of mine for around 45 years, has  
offered to sing a song for the online 
worship of Minister friends and I 
was glad to ask him to do that for us 
for 14th June. Watch out for that! 
 
Some folks have also shared these 
services with those who cannot  
access the internet by phoning them 
at 11am on a Sunday and allowing 
them to ‘listen in’. This has been  
appreciated by folks who otherwise 
may not be able to share in the  
service.  
 

And the exciting news is that from 

June onwards, you can listen in 

directly to the service by phoning 

0141 473 6899 and listening to a 

recording of the service. (This is a 
local rate number). 
 
Of course, there are also  
opportunities on TV and radio to 
share in worship. ‘Songs of Praise’ 
continues on BBC 1 and there is the 
particularly Scottish focus of 
‘Reflections from the Quay’ on  
Sunday mornings on BBC1  
Scotland which has often been 
shared by a representative of both 
the Church of Scotland and of the 
Roman Catholic Church.   (contd.) 
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Sunday Evening Shared Prayer 
 

During this period, Christians of all  
denominations throughout Scotland 
are being encouraged to pause for a 
moment of prayer at 7pm each  
Sunday and (if it is safe) to light a  
candle as a sign of hope. 
 
Daily Prayer 
 

In our own congregation we are  
additionally being encouraged to 
pause – if we can – at both 9am and 
7pm each day, to remember one  
another in prayer and to pray for our 
parish, nation and world. 
 
Thought for the Day 
 

A brief ‘Thought for the Day’ is  
being published on a daily basis on 
our webpage and is also available by 
email. If anyone wishes to receive this 
email then please let me know at  
DDenniston@churchofscotland.org.uk  
and I will add you to the list. 
 
And as from Monday 1st June, you 

can listen to this daily message on 

the same local rate phone number 

as the Sunday Service, 0141 473 

6899. Just dial that number and – 

after a short message of welcome – 

you will hear the thought for the 

day. It usually lasts around 3 mins. 

Do make this new phone facility 

known to folks! 
 
David Denniston 

CROSSREACH APPEAL 

The COVID-19 pandemic is affecting 

everyone and frontline care services 

face unprecedented challenges. The 

impact of COVID-19 means         

CrossReach residents can no longer 

receive visits during this worrying 

time. Staff are also under immense 

pressure as they continue to provide 

vital support in CrossReach’s         

residential and non-residential         

services. The organisation has also 

been hit hard by the suspension of  

normal fundraising activities due to    

Coronavirus.  

The CrossReach COVID-19         

Emergency Appeal has so far raised 

more than £230,000 to help support 

the charity through the  crisis. To   

support visit: 

www.crossreach.org.uk/news/

crossreach-coronavirus-covid-19-

emergency-appeal 

Two overseas churches have donated 

more than £29,000 to the Appeal. The          

Evangelical Church of Westphalia in 

Germany donated £17,596 while the 

Presbyterian Church in Taiwan has 

pledged £12,065.  CrossReach has   

invested heavily in digital technology 

that will allow care home residents to 

connect with loved ones and will help 

to provide staff with the resources 

needed  during the pandemic. These       

generous gifts are greatly appreciated 

and will make a real difference. 
Read the full story at: 

www.crossreach.org.uk/news/
overseas-partners-make-generous-
gifts-to-crossreach 
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AN EARLY VICTIM OF 

THE CORONA VIRUS 
 

Many of us at this stage of the 

Coronavirus pandemic will  

probably have forgotten all that 

we were told about its origins. We 

may be able to recall that it 

started in the city of Wuhan in 

China and was something to do 

with having live animals being 

sold in the same market as 

fruit, vegetables, fish and meat.  

 

The killing of these animals in an 

environment where other 

foodstuffs were on sale meant that 

the virus until then confined to 

these animals could enter 

into the human food chain.  

 

When a local doctor in Wuhan, Dr 

Li Wen Liang, first drew attention 

to what he realised was a new and 

potentially serious illness he was 

ridiculed by the authorities in  

Wuhan, disciplined by the city  

police and eventually forced to 

sign a statement of “apology” for 

“causing unnecessary anxiety to 

the population”. Sadly he  

contracted Covid-19 himself and 

subsequently died.  

 

What you may not know is that he 

was a Christian and during the 

early stages of his illness wrote the 

following moving poem which has 

been translated into English. 
 

“The Hero Who Told The Truth” 

 

“I don’t want to be a hero. 

I still have my parents, 

And my children, 
 

My pregnant wife who’s about to 

give birth, 

And many of my patients in the 

ward. 
 

Though my integrity cannot be 

exchanged for the goodness of  

others, 
 

Despite my loss and confusion, 

I should proceed anyway. 
 

Who let me choose this country 

and this family? 

How many grievances do I have? 

When this battle is over, 

I will look up to the sky, 

With tears like rain. 

I don’t want to be a hero. 

But as a doctor, 

I cannot just see this unknown  

virus 

Hurting my peers 

And so many innocent people. 

Though they are dying, 
 

They are always looking at me in 

their eyes, With their hope of life. 
 

Who would have ever realised that 

I was going to die? 
 

My soul is in heaven, 

Looking at the white bed, 

On which lies my own body, 

With the same familiar face. 



 Where are my parents? 

And my dear wife, 
 

The lady I once had a hard time 

chasing? 

There is a light in the sky! 
 

At the end of that light is the heaven 

that people often talk about. 
 

But I’d rather not go there. 
 

I’d rather go back to my hometown 

in Wuhan. I have my new house 

there, for which I still have to pay 

off the loan every month. 
 

How can I give up? 

How can I give up? 

For my parents without their son, 

How sad must it be? 

For my sweetheart without her  

husband, 

How can she face the vicissitudes in 

her future? 
 

I am already gone. 

I see them taking my body, 

Putting it into a bag, 

With which lie many compatriots 

Gone like me, 
 

Being pushed into the fire in the 

hearth at dawn. 

 

Goodbye, my dear ones. 

Farewell, Wuhan, my hometown. 

Hopefully, after the disaster, 

You’ll remember someone once 

Tried to let you know the truth as 

soon as possible. 
 

Hopefully, after the disaster, 

You’ll learn what it means to be 

righteous. 
 

No more good people 

Should suffer from endless fear, 

And helpless sadness. 

‘I have fought the good fight. 

And I have finished the race. 

I have kept the faith. 
 

Now there is in store for me the 

crown of righteousness.’ 
 

2 Timothy 4:7, Holy Bible.” 
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A Candle in the Window       

What is the Coronavirus really  

teaching us?   An interesting  

reflection by Bill Gates. 

 

I’m a strong believer that there is a 

spiritual purpose behind everything 

that happens, whether that is what we 

perceive as being good or being bad. 

As I meditate upon this, I want to 

share with you what I feel the virus is 

really doing to us: It is reminding us 

that we are all equal, regardless of 

our culture, religion, occupation,  

financial situation or how famous we 

are. This disease treats us all equally. 

 

It is reminding us that we are all  

connected and something that affects 

one person has an effect on another. 

It is reminding us that the false  

borders that we have put up have  

little value as this virus does not need 

a passport. It is reminding us, by  

oppressing us for a short time, of 

those in this world whose whole life is 

spent in oppression. 

  

It is reminding us of how precious our 

health is and how we have moved to 

neglect it through eating nutrient poor 

manufactured food and drinking water 

that is contaminated with chemicals. If 

we don’t look after our health, we will, 

of course, get sick. It is reminding us of 

the shortness of life and of what is 

most important for us to do, which is 

to help each other, especially those 

who are old or sick. It is reminding us 

of how materialistic our society has 

become and how, when in times of  

difficulty, we remember that it’s the 

essentials that we need (food, water, 

medicine) as opposed to the luxuries 

that we sometimes unnecessarily give 

value to. 

 

It is reminding us of how important 

our family and home life is and how 

much we have neglected this. It is  

forcing us back into our houses so we 

can rebuild them into our home and to 

strengthen our family unit. It is  

reminding us that our true work is not 

our job, that is what we do, not what 

we were created to do. Our true work 

is to look after each other, to protect 

each other and to be of benefit to one 

another. It is reminding us to keep our 

egos in check. It is reminding us that 

no matter how great we think we are 

or how great others think we are, a 

virus can bring our world to a  

standstill. 

  

It is reminding us that the power of  

freewill is in our hands. We can choose 

to cooperate and help each other, to 

share, to give, to help and to support 
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 each other or we can choose to be  

selfish, to hoard, to look after only our 

self. Indeed, it is difficulties that bring 

out our true colours. It is reminding us 

that we can be patient, or we can 

panic. We can either understand that 

this type of situation has happened 

many times before in history and will 

pass, or we can panic and see it as the 

end of the world and, consequently, 

cause ourselves more harm than good. 

  

It is reminding us that this can either 

be an end or a new beginning. This can 

be a time of reflection and  

understanding, where we learn from 

our mistakes, or it can be the start of a 

cycle which will continue until we  

finally learn the lesson we are meant 

to. It is reminding us that this Earth is 

sick. It is reminding us that we need to 

look at the rate of  deforestation just as 

urgently as we look at the speed at 

which toilet rolls are disappearing off 

of shelves. We are sick because our 

home is sick. 

  

It is reminding us that after every  

difficulty, there is always ease. Life is  

cyclical, and this is just a phase in this 

great cycle. We do not need to panic; 

this too shall pass. The virus is not only 

a great disaster for many, it is also a 

great corrector – it is sending us  

important messages that we seem to 

have forgotten, and it is up to us 

whether we shall learn them or not.   

 

        Bill Gates of Microsoft 

 

 

 

Remembering in love our many  

sisters and brothers locally and 

around the world who in recent 

weeks have died from the virus: 

 

We say farewell,  

As best we can, and as tenderly, 

Often in tears and unbelief that this is 

true 

They are gone, and we are left - and - 

All too soon - 

Often in the dark reaches of the night 

Memories become our companions. 

Yet through our tears, a dawning  

always breaks 

Even if at first just a slither of light. 

Their voices, now distant, guide us to 

that path. 

Where love returns 

And reaching out again 

Is what we do 

Even when our hopes are fragile still.        
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WW2 Notes from a 5-year old..... 
A fight to the Death..... 

Last time I wrote, the MacSween family, then only four in number, had hurried 
back north from Glasgow to Dunbeath in Caithness just in time to learn of the 
Declaration of War at noon on Sunday 3rd September. Dad was given a short 
note of the declaration by our organist which he then announced from the  
pulpit. People had been bracing themselves for the seemingly inevitable and 
some precautions had been hurriedly put in place already The great fear was of 
air attack and the release of poison gas. We all, even babies, were issued with 
gas masks which were intensely disliked by old and young. Perhaps it was a 
blessing that gas was not used by either side in the conflict ? 
 

It might be thought that far in the north in rural Caithness the War would not 
touch the parish of Dunbeath and Berriedale. Caithness folk living in the  
southern cities were already sending their children there as evacuees! That car 
journey north was made nearly unbearable by the restless behaviour of a 4-year 
old (me) and my 2-year old sister. After my fractious conduct on the journey 
back from Glasgow my parents came to think that I was " too young" for 
school, so to my great disappointment that had to wait for the February intake. 
 

The events of 13/14 October 1939 changed any complacency in Dunbeath. 
Many had forgotten that only 15 miles or so to the north of Caithness lay the 
great naval base of Scapa Flow which the Royal Navy told 
us was "impregnable." 
 

Over in Hamburg a German U Boat commander called  
Gunther Prien thought differently, and on the evening of 
13th October, he succeeded in entering the Flow and, just 
as importantly, leaving again undetected. He managed a 
deadly attack using torpedoes on the largest ship he could see This was the  
battleship Royal Oak a veteran of the Battle of Jutland in WWI but still ready 
for service although now largely used for training purposes. There was  
something especially sad about Royal Oak too. The crew was over 1,250 of 
whom several hundred were so-called "boy sailors", young lads of 14-18years 
of age Most were in their hammocks when the torpedo struck at 0113 hours. 
The explosion left below decks in darkness adding to the panic, The great  
warship hit the bottom in 13 minutes. Of the 885 drowned 134 were "boy  
sailors" 
 

Only 5 weeks had passed since war had been declared , and to that point little 
of note had occurred.  The sinking in Scapa Flow left people in no doubt, from 
that point on it would be a fight to the death, and even"remote" places like 
Dunbeath would not be spared. MDM 
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  ACTS 2:38 
Lexa had just returned from the  

Sunday Evening Service when she 

was startled by an intruder.  She 

caught the man in the act of  

robbing her home of its valuables 

and yelled, “Stop, Acts 2: 38 

(Repent and be baptised in the 

name of Jesus Christ so that your 

sins may be forgiven). 

The burglar stopped in his tracks.  

Lexa calmly called the police and 

explained what she had done.  As 

the officer handcuffed the man to 

take him in, he asked the burglar, 

“Why did you just stand there?  

All she did was yell a verse of 

scripture to you.”  “Scripture?” 

replied the burglar, “I thought she 

said she had an Axe and Two 38s.” 

 

 

MARK 17 
The Minister told his congregation 

(not us!) “Next week I plan to 

preach about the sin of lying.  To 

help you understand my sermon I 

want you all to read Mark 17  

before next week.” 

The following Sunday as he  

prepared to deliver his sermon, the 

Minister asked for a show of 

hands.  He wanted to know how 

many had read Mark 17.  Every 

hand went up.  The Minister 

smiled and said, “Mark has only 

sixteen chapters.  I will now  

proceed with my sermon on the sin 

of lying.”  

 

A friend of mine texted me 

yesterday to tell me he had 

been taken into  

hospital. I called him back 

straight away, as I was  

worried. He said the  

reason he was in was  

because he’d eaten what 

he thought was an onion, 

but turned out to be a  

daffodil bulb. 

The doctor says he’ll be 

out in the spring. 

The Brownies are very woke 

these days. They have a 

‘smashing the patriarchy’ 

badge. If you win it, your dad 

has to sew it onto your uniform. 
 

(Woke is a slang term that 

means being aware of social  

injustices). 



 

 

NIGERIA 
Ese Rita Oruru was kidnapped from her 
home in southern Nigeria in 2015 at the 
age of 13 and trafficked to Kano state in 
the north, where she was forcibly  
converted and obliged to “marry” her 
abductor. 
Ms Oruru’s abductor, Yunusa  
Dahiru, was charged with conspiracy to 
commit abduction, trafficking, illicit 
intercourse, sexual exploitation and 
unlawful carnal knowledge of a minor 
under the 2015 Trafficking in Persons 
(prohibition) Enforcement and  
Administration Act.  On 21 May a  
Federal Court in Yenagoa, Bayelsa 
State, acquitted him on the first count, 
but sentenced him to five years on count 
two, and seven years each on counts 
three, four and five. The sentences are to 

run concurrently. 
 

IRAN 
Four Christian converts belonging to the 
Church of Iran denomination have been 
released on bail after spending a week in 
Lakan Prison in the northern city of 
Rasht. Kathrin Sajadpour, Moslem    
Rahimi and one other Christian were        
released on a reduced bail of 200      
million tomans (approximately USD 
$11,500) on 20 May. Bail had initially 
been set at 500 million tomans 
(approximately USD $30,000), but the 
Christians were unable to meet this      
requirement. The fourth, Ramin        
Hassanpour, was released on 21 May. 

The four Christians were initially      
arrested in February, reportedly in    
relation to their membership of a house-

HOW  OTHER  CHRISTIANS  HAVE  TO  LIVE 

church. On 14 May they were sent to 
Lakan Prison after failing to meet bail 
requirements. The exact charges 
against them remain unclear. 
 

CHINA 
 Over one million people have been 
placed into camps in Xinjiang Uyghur 
Autonomous Region, China, targeted  
because of their ethnicity and religion 
Having a religious book in your home, 
gathering with others to worship, or    
simply having relatives abroad… 
These are all freedoms we take for 
granted and yet in Xinjiang, these are 
all considered reasons to place you in a 
‘ re-education camp’. The Chinese 
government claims that the camps are 
vocational training centres and that 
they are combating extremism. In  
reality, this is a human rights crisis. 
Uyghur families are torn apart, as  
parents are sent to the camps and  
children are taken away to state  
orphanages. Children as young as six 
months ‘ are locked up like farm  
animals in a shed.’ 
 

Once inside the camps, they can be 
held there indefinitely. Abdurahman 
Tohti hasn't seen or heard from his 
wife and children for almost four 
years. Originally from Xinjiang, he 
and his family were living in Istanbul 
when, in August 2016, his wife Peride 
took their two very young children to 
Xinjiang to visit family. In January 
2019, a video appeared online of his 
four-year-old son in what appeared to 
be a state-run Chinese orphanage. His 
children would not know him if he saw 
them today. 

12 



 
13

5 



FLOUR POWER 
 

Many people know of William  

Quarrier who lived in the late  

nineteenth century. Because he was 

concerned about the many orphan 

children working in the city streets, 

he founded Quarrier Homes at 

Bridge of Weir.  

 

The story goes that there was an  

instance when food supplies were 

running short. He believed in the 

power of prayer and so he laid the 

problem before the Lord, no doubt 

explaining how this shortage would 

affect the children. (I’m sure God 

already knew this without having to 

be told!)   

 

Next morning, there was a sack of 

potatoes lying on the doorstep from a 

local farmer who thought they might 

be useful! 

 

At the start of coronavirus I was  

involved in a venture for which I was 

baking a lot. By the third week 

I was running short of flour. As one 

who was advised to isolate  

14 
completely, several friends took it 

upon themselves to look for flour. 

For some time it was a useless task 

– the shelves were completely 

empty, especially of flour. If I  

couldn’t get flour I couldn’t be part 

of this venture. But I believe in the 

power of prayer. And so I laid the 

problem before the Lord explaining 

how needful the flour was (quite 

unnecessarily because He already 

knew)  

 

Next morning, those friends, who 

had been searching so faithfully, 

called to say they had found  

supplies and each had double the 

amount I would have asked for. And 

so I have enough flour now with 

which to bake for 

as long as the 

lockdown lasts. 

 

Praise the Lord.! 

 

Morag Reid 
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Club 170 

 
In these times of  

lockdown restrictions 

Club 170 continues to  

operate in its new form 

every  

Sunday. A team of 3 or 4 make up 

bags of ready to eat food in the hall 

for our guests and the bags are 

shared from a table at the church 

doorway. 

 

Locavore in Victoria Road have  

faithfully supported the club  

throughout this time by providing 

20 tubs of ready meals along with a  

selection of fruit. Sandwiches are 

provided by some members of the 

team and home baking provided 

and collected from Morag Reid. All 

that along with the popular  

chocolate bar fills the bags. 

 

Numbers as always vary from week 

to week and over the past few 

weeks have been lower. No matter 

how many or how few, the visitors  

welcome the food and as they 

arrive and leave with the bags, 

their faces share the message of 

how much this small provision is 

needed and  appreciated. 

 

Thanks to all who support with 

prayer, provide food and the teams 

who attend each week. 
B.R. 

We isolate now so 

that when we 

gather again  

no-one is missing 

NEW TELEPHONE SERVICE 

 

It has been great having so 

many people ‘tuning in’ to the 

online service each week and 

reading David’s daily  

reflections online and via email.  
 

However we 

are aware 

that not  

everyone has 

access to the  

internet. Therefore we are 

launching a new service for 

people who don’t have access to 

the internet and find it difficult 

to find the service online.  
 

Using your land-line phone or 

mobile phone, simply call this 

number—0141 473 6899- and 

after a short welcome the  

service or the most recent daily 

reflection will begin to play 

through your phone. 



“Daily Bread” NOTES: JUNE 
Changing the world A song of love 

Mon  1  Acts 2: 14-21   Tue 16  Mark 3: 20-35 

Tue  2  Acts 2: 22-28   Wed 17  Mark 4: 1-9 

Wed 3  Acts 2: 29-41   Thur 18  Mark 4: 10-20 

Thur 4  Acts 2: 42-47   Fri 19  Mark 4: 21-34 

Fri    5  Acts 3: 1-10   Sat 20  Mark 4: 35-41 

Sat  6  Acts 3: 11-26   Sun 21  Psalm 105 

Sun   7  Psalm 103    Mon 22  Mark 5: 1-20 

Mon  8  Acts 4: 1-12   Tue 23  Mark 5: 21-34 

Tue  9  Acts 4: 13-22   Wed 24  Mark 5: 35-43 

Wed 10  Acts 4: 23-31   Thur 25  Mark 6: 1-6a 

Thur 11  Acts 4: 32-37   Fri 26  Mark 6: 6b-13 

Fri  12  Acts 5: 1-11   Sat 27  Mark 6: 14-29 

Sat  13  Acts 5: 12-16   Sun 28  Psalm 106 

Sun  14  Psalm 104    Mon 29  Song of Songs 1:1 – 2:7 

Mon 15  Mark 3:7-19   Tue 30  Song of Songs 2:8- 3:11 
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WAY IN….to Mark 3-6 
 

Mark’s gospel – the earliest of the four – may well have been written 

by John Mark, one of Jesus’ followers. He Became Peter’s assistant in 

Rome. With much of the narrative sounding like a first-hand account, 

perhaps Peter shared stories of his time with Jesus and John Mark 

wrote them down. 
 

In chapters 3 to 6 of Mark we see Jesus as a kind of action man – here, 

there and everywhere, teaching and healing, though there is much 

more healing than teaching. But Mark also shows Jesusto be our 

“action God” as heaven – or God’s kingdom – breaks in on earth and 

people’s lives and understandings are changed beyond all recognition. 

Ultimately of course Jesus’ death and resurrection change everything 

forever. 
 

So, as we breathlessly chase after Jesus around the countryside of 

these four chapters, how can we join him in changing the world? By 

letting Jesus surprise us over and over again in these well-known sto-

ries and by allowing them to impact on our own relationship with him. 

That’s where changing the world must begin. 

 

By Terry Clutterham (adapted) 



     BUS PASS CORNER 

 

Wee Billy from Maryhill always 

wanted to look cool. His friend told 

him that he needed a good designer 

pair of trainers to go with his shell 

suit. 

Billy saved up all his giros and all 

the money he got back from  

returning his empty bottles of 

Bucky and finally managed to get 

himself a pair of brilliant white 

trainers to go with his shell suit. 

Proudly, he strutted down the 

street calling out to all the passers-

by, “See ma new trainers? Cool, 

eh?” 

One fine upstanding gentleman 

pointed out that they were indeed a 

cool pair of trainers but was young 

Billy aware that he 

had a lace  

undone? 

Billy scornfully 

retorted that it 

was part of being 

cool to have a trailing lace and that 

on the sole of the trainer there were 

instructions for the wearer to do 

such a thing. When asked for proof 

of this instruction, Billy took off his 

trainer and held it upside down for 

the disbeliever to read. 

“There ye are! See, it says Tai-wan.” 
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Snow White is working away one 

morning when she hears a huge  

explosion. She quickly runs down to 

the mine where the seven dwarfs 

have been working. To her horror 

she sees that the mine has  

collapsed.  

Frantically she screams, “Is anyone 

down there? Can anyone hear 

me?” Silence. She screams again, 

“Is anyone down there?” All of a  

sudden she hears this hoarse voice 

croaking: 

“Partick Thistle are gonnae win the 

league.”  

Snow White says, "Thank  

goodness, at least Dopey is still 

alive." 

It’s Saturday night in Glasgow 

and the 93-year-old is getting 

spiffed up for the evening. He’s 

got the good, double breasted blue 

suit on, big, loud American tie 

from the forties, shoes so polished 

you can see your face in them, 

nails neatly trimmed, face shaved 

to shininess. What’s left of his hair 

is combed sideways, parting  

arrow-straight, plastered down 

with brylcreme. He goes into a  

hotel bar and finds a stool next to 

this good-looking woman. She’s in 

her mid-8o’s, blue hair, pearls, 

cocktail dress, the whole thing. He 

asks her,“ Is that a Martini you’re 

drinking?” 

She smiles pleasantly and nods. 

“Would you like another?”  

Another smile and nod. The old 

smoothy signs to the barman, who 

puts one in front of each of them. 

He takes a sip, and turns to her 

and says urbanely. “So tell me,” 

he says, “do I come here often?” 



Connected! 

 

Throughout these 9+ weeks of  

lockdown there have been  

numerous ways in which our  

congregation have been  

connected and a great deal of 

work going on to do this.  The 

list is quite remarkable and 

thanks are  due to everyone 

who has played a part in  

keeping us connected.   

 

Some of these are wonderful  

evolving online services which 

have a tremendous amount of 

input from various people,  

encouraging Thoughts for each 

day from our minister David, 

updates on congregation news, 

challenges and involvement for 

the children in Pathfinders,  

updated website reaching out, 

cards, prayer times, shopping 

and prescription collection,  

letters, phone calls, emails, 

texts, Zoom meetings,  

magazine production,  

providing at Foodbank and at 

Club 170, and undoubtedly 

more.   

 

We have been locked down but 

it is  

evident 

that God 

has not 

been 

locked 

down – 

God  

continues 

to be active among us and as 

David’s reflections remind us, 

as we wait, still, patiently, 

without fear  God is taking 

this opportunity to work 

through us all finding new 

ways to share God’s love and 

new ways to reach out to  

others.  

 

As we praise God for all our  

blessings and His ever faithful 

presence,  much appreciated 

thanks are also due to all who 

are responsible for the work 

and care of putting all these 

things into action within our 

congregation.  

 

Thank you 

 

 B.R. 
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As this virus spreads across the world, love 

rises up in response. You’ve already shown 

incredible kindness to your neighbours. 

Now is the time to reach out to your 

neighbours both near and far. 

Your love protects. From storms, from 

drought, and now from coronavirus. Your 

love protects our global neighbours  

battling the spread of this illness. Your love 

protects. With soap, clean water and  

medical supplies. 

By supporting us this Christian Aid Week, 

you can reach out and protect more of 

your neighbours today. 

 

Although Christian Aid Week is past the 

need is great and so if you have not  

managed to donate yet please do so by any 

of the following methods 
 

tel:- 020 7523 2046 or 
 

Online banking at info@christian-aid.org 



 Congregational Register 
 

Death 

Irene Hall 18 Herriet Court  

March 2020 
 

Alistair Rooney 17 Househillmuir 

Crescent  March 2020 
 

Barbara Irvine  Cartvale Care Home. 
3rd May 2020   
 

Patricia McGregor  8 Gryffe St., G44 

19th May 2020 
 

 Our thoughts and prayers at this time 

are also with church members Jean  

Crawford and  Margaret Carvil who 

have lost their husbands, Tommy and 

John, respectively,  and Joyce McNae, 

who has lost her mother, to this  

horrible pandemic. 
  

Barbara Provan was born in Airdrie in 
January 1934.  When she left Airdrie 
Academy she trained as a secretary  
rising eventually to office manager. 
 

In 1955 she met Gordon Irvine and they 
were married in April 1958.  They  

remained in Airdrie when daughter 
Carol was born in September 1959 
and son Graham in April 1961.  But 
with the house now too small they 
moved in 1961 to Glasgow, to 518 
Victoria Road, where they remained 
for 41 years.   
 

Barbara joined the then Queen’s Park 
West Church and became an active 
member, involved in many  
organisations and latterly, when teams 
were formed in the congregation, she 
became the Office Team Manager. 
 

Her life revolved around the Church 
and Titwood Bowling Club which she 
joined as a non playing member,  
supporting Gordon particularly when 
he was President of the Club in 1998. 
 

Her last three years were spent in  
Cartvale Care Home where she  
experienced the best of care and  
attention.   
 

Because of the covid-19 virus,  
attendance at her funeral was  

restricted but was 
broadcast live online.  
A memorial service 
will be held later in 
Tighnabruaich when it 
is safe for everyone to 
meet together.  
 

We pray for all her  
family and friends at 
this time that they 
may be comforted 
 

RLM 
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 I would just like to thank everyone for 

the beautiful flowers I received on the 

passing of my brother-in-law. It means 

so much to me, especially with our 

Church being closed, to know  

people still care. 

Margaret Brindle 

 

I would like to thank everyone for their 

good wishes, cards, phone calls, flowers 

and donations to MacMillan Cancer 

Care for my 90th birthday. It was a very 

special day even during lockdown and I 

cant wait till we are all reunited. Love 

to everyone. 

Nancy Griffith 

 

Flowers were sent to Cartvale Nursing 

Home in thanks for the excellent care 

given to Barbara Irvine. 

Cartvale telephoned to thank QPG for 

the beautiful flowers which they have 

placed in their Lounge thus allowing 

both Staff and Residents the pleasure 

of them. 

Please note that all members who have 

lost a loved one are being sent flowers 

whilst the Church remains closed. 

The Flower Team. 

Barbara’s family would like to thank 

the Queens Park Church family for 

the support, led by the Reverend 

Denniston, at her passing and 

throughout her life. 
 

Mum enjoyed so many happy times 

at the church which 

was undoubtedly her rock from the 

beginning to the peaceful end 

of her life.  
 

Your love had been a great comfort 

and is very much appreciated. 

Once again thanks. 
 

Carol, Ross, Robbie, Graham and 

Anne-Marie 

QUIZ 
 

Our Emoji Quiz last month was 

obviously so easy that none of you 

bothered to enter so the major 

prize will be held over.  Here is 

what they meant. 
 

1. Adam and Eve 

2. Samson and Delilah 

3. Jonah and the whale 

4. Story of David 

5. Moses 

6. Elijah and the prophets 

7. Samuel 

8. Abraham and Isac 

9. The prodigal Son 

10. Daniel and the lions den 

11. Nativity 

12. Noah's Ark 
 

Now that you have the answers 

you can see if the emojis make any 

sense!! 



 

 
 

JUNE  2020 
 

REBOOTING CHURCH 

 

The Very Reverend Albert Bogle looks at the impact of social distancing 

and church closures on the digital church. 
 

ON THE FRONTLINE WITH COVID 19 
 

Jackie Macadam meets some of the frontline workers dealing with the  

Coronavirus Covid-19 pandemic. 
 

A STRIPPED BACK CHURCH 
 

The Reverend Martin Johnstone considers the long-term impact of the  

Coronavirus Covid-19 on churches at the edge. 
 

LOCKDOWN SPECIAL 
 

Thomas Baldwin rounds up some of the  

responses of churches throughout Scotland 

which are continuing to meet and serve their 

communities in a series of imaginative ways. 
 

21st CENTURY CHURCHES 
 

Thomas Baldwin looks at some new churches that have been built in the 

21st Century. 
 

THE STRENGTH OF A SEED 

 

In the continuing series marking the 50th anniversary of the Church of  

Scotland’s SRT. Ruth Bancewicz looks at churches engaging with science. 

 

All this, and reviews, crosswords, youth column, bible study, church  

registers and much more. News from the church, national and world wide 
 

Because of covid-19, the electronic version of Life and Work is being  

offered free on a download for May—get it at 

https://www.lifeandwork.org/resources/free-download-may-2020 
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INTIMATIONSINTIMATIONSINTIMATIONS   
 
 

1. Cases of illness or urgent pastoral need should be 

 intimated without  delay to the Minister. 

 

2. Any person who would like to become a communicant 

 member of the church should speak to the Minister. 

 

3. The Monthly Magazine is going to continue throughout 

 the Summer without a break so the final date for 

 submitting articles for the July Magazine is Sunday 28th 

 June. 
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TREASURER’S REPORT  TO  31ST  MAY 2020TREASURER’S REPORT  TO  31ST  MAY 2020TREASURER’S REPORT  TO  31ST  MAY 2020   
     
   Open Plate    £        485 
   Freewill Offerings   £     2,705 

   Gift Aid Freewill Offerings  £   22,437 
   Total      £   25,627 
   Average per Sunday (22 weeks)  £     1,165 

 
 

The only members’ income since lockdown has been from standing  

orders and cheques received.  Many thanks to all who have contributed. 
 

 

OTHER  INCOME 
 

Donation from funeral   £150 

 

M. Borland, Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GENERAL  FABRIC  FUNDGENERAL  FABRIC  FUNDGENERAL  FABRIC  FUND   
   

Balance at 1/1/20      £  6,830 
+ Income         £  1,677
                £  8,507 
Expenditure       £  2,561 
Balance at 31/5/20     £  5,946 



OFFICEBEARERSOFFICEBEARERS  
 
 

 INTERIM MINISTER  Rev David Denniston         07903 926727  
 SESSION CLERK   Mr Jo Gibb     638 5768 
 FABRIC  TEAM        Mr. Euan Gibb    638 5768  
 HOSPITALITY  TEAM Miss Morag Reid    440 7406 
 PASTORAL  TEAM       Miss Lexa Boyle   427 3999  
 MISSION  TEAM          Miss Lynn Flower    631 4964    
 PRAYER  TEAM           
 MINISTRY TEAM       Rev David Denniston         07903 926727 
 MUSIC & DRAMA TEAM    Mrs Lynn Gibb    638 5768 
 FINANCE  TEAM  Mr Lindsay Macqueen       01655 332588     
 ADMIN / OFFICE  TEAM     Mrs Rhona Hughes        at Church Office 
 EDUCATION  TEAM      Mr Malcolm Leitch  423 7501 
 TIME TALENTS MONEY TEAM      Mrs Joyce McNae 423 1897  
 YOUTH  TEAM       Miss Lynn Flower      631 4964 
 CONGREGATIONAL      Mrs. Margaret Borland  at Church Office   
 TREASURER              
 MAGAZINE  EDITOR  Mr. Malcolm Leitch   423 7501 
             malcolmleitch135@btinternet.com    
 MAGAZINE         Mrs. Rhona Hughes       at Church Office  
  DISTRIBUTION         
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Will Nicola let the bramblers   

out of lockdown in time for 

this year’s brambles? 


