Devotion – Week 9
Sunday 17th May 2020

Good morning to all my dear friends of John Ross Memorial Deaf Church.
Welcome to the weekly Devotion Number 9. I hope you are all keeping safe and
well. Many of you have said that you enjoy reading the devotional notes 1-8 but
I know you would like a live signing of the devotions. Let us pray that this might
be possible. The printed devotions will carry on until the lockdown is over.
I hope you are managing the rules of Covid - 19 to stay at home, wash your hands
regularly, go out only to do shopping, exercise once per day but if you have health
problems, then don’t go out and maybe exercise in your gardens or round your
house. I know how serious Coronavirus is but don’t let it worry us all too much.
We should always be careful and think positive at all times and one day all will
be well!
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Our family is safe and well and hope that all yours are safe and well too. We are
very lucky to have full use of our modern technology and we can communicate
many people via our e mail, text and Face Time.
Keep safe and keep thinking positive!
Love, prayers and God’s many blessings to you all.

Richard
Rev Richard Durno

“Jesus Appears to His Followers”
Reading: John chapter 20 verses 19 to 23
19 “The day was Sunday…. The doors were locked because they were afraid of
the Jews. Then Jesus came and stood among them. Jesus said, “Peace be with
you!”
20 After Jesus said this, he showed the followers his hands and his side. The
followers were happy when they saw the Lord.
21 “Then Jesus said again, “Peace be with you! The Father sent me. In the same
way, I now send you.”
22 After Jesus said that, he breathed on the followers. Jesus said, “Receive the
Holy Spirit.
23 If you forgive people’s sins, then their sins are forgiven. If you don’t forgive
people’s sins, then their sins are not forgiven.”
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May God bless this reading of his most holy words and to his name be all
glory and praise.
Amen Thanks be to God.

“Peace be with you”
Reading: John chapter 20 verses 19 & 21
19 “The day was Sunday…. The doors were locked because they were afraid
of the Jews. Then Jesus came and stood among them. Jesus said, “Peace be
with you!”….
21 “Then Jesus said again, “Peace be with you! The Father sent me. In the
same way, I now send you.”
Today is the 6th Sunday of Easter and I want to look at Jesus’ statement “Peace
be with you!”
Since we (JRMCDP) moved our church base from Deaf Connections in the
Gorbals to Queen’s Park Govanhill Church (QPGC) on 8th September 2019 we
have made very good friends with the members of QPG Church and they are
always keen to support our deaf congregation and learn simple deaf sign language
e.g. hello, goodbye, how are you?, tea, coffee, biscuits etc. The folks are keen to
learn more signs and they will.
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We recently discovered that every week, during their Sunday services at QPG
Church, the church people usually say “Peace be with you” but now they have
learned how to say “Peace be with you” in deaf sign language which is wonderful!
During the lockdown and the churches are temporarily closed the QPG Church
continue to have services on the internet and their Interim Minister the Rev David
Denniston still conduct the weekly service and during the broadcast he still sign
“Peace be with you”. Well done David and his followers!
This has reminded me of our annual Scottish Deaf Churches Conference in
Coatbridge which is usually held in May but unfortunately it is cancelled this
year. During the Sunday morning worship and after the communion service in
each conference event the host minister would always invite us all to give a sign
of peace, in sign language, and we all went round signing “peace be with you”.
So saying “peace be with you” is not only used in the Church of Scotland but also
in the Catholic Churches and in the Church of England plus many other Christian
churches. This has reminded me of the time when Jesus appeared in the locked
upper room. It was Sunday night, in springtime and dark. The disciples met
together, to comfort and help each other. They were afraid, so the disciples locked
the door but Jesus came in and spoke to the disciples and said…. “Peace be with
you.”
It is very hard to understand the disciples. They lived in a different world from
ours. No TV, no newspapers, no telephones, no mobiles, no e-mails! Our
experience and understanding of the world are very different from theirs. They
did not know the world was round. They thought it was flat with the heaven up
there and us down here but there is something else that is different and more
important than anything else. They were learning about Jesus bit by bit as they
travelled with him, witness his wonderful work, heard him preach and shared his
life.
We know the whole story of Jesus from birth to death to Good Friday to
resurrection. We know that 3pm on Good Friday was the time Jesus died. We
know that is not the end of his life and work. We all know that on every Good
Friday we can look forward to Easter and the Risen Lord again but the disciples
did not know that! The disciples must have thought it was the end……they
must have thought it was finished! They heard Jesus say on the cross as he gives
a shout of triumph ‘It is finished,’ John 19:30 (EVD). They were actually
there….with Jesus….not us so it seems only right that they were shocked that
Jesus disappeared from the tomb and shocked again when appearing on the road
to Emmaus and further shocked in the Upper Room with the disciples.
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‘It is finished.’
John 19:30 (EVD)

Try to think about them and try to imagine how they felt in their hearts that
first Sunday night, just three days after Jesus died on the cross.
We know they were afraid of the Jews, the Gospel tells us so but that is not all. I
am sure they would have been very sad indeed, in despair because their friend
and great leader (Jesus) was gone from them. They stood and watched as soldiers
had cruelly smashed Jesus’ hands against the cross, and Jesus had hung there
dying….they would be so upset, it hurt so much. As well as mourning for their
friend the disciples had risked everything for Jesus. They thought that Jesus was
God’s Saviour and would change the world. They thought Jesus was a teacher
and leader from God and would start a new “army”, a new kingdom for they have
left home, work, family, to travel about with him and to share Jesus life, because
they trusted in Jesus and saw God working in Jesus.
Yet now….all their dreams… all their hopes….all their plans were shattered
(destroyed) on the cross with him. There was no doubt… they saw Jesus die with
their own eyes…it must be over for them. The world they wanted so much… the
new ruler of God…their own private hopes and prayers…finished, gone,
collapsed with Jesus death…they had no future no hope….their life was empty.
One disciple (Peter) would feel very bad indeed because Peter had lied, he
pretended he did not know Jesus, because he was afraid….Peter had let Jesus
down. He would have felt ashamed and guilty and wishing he had been braver.
What about the others? They ran away so they all shared the same feeling of guilt
and shame and anger with themselves and now it was worse.
It was Sunday night and there were rumours…..stories about Jesus…the tomb
was empty…what had happened to Jesus? Some of the women said they had seen
him!
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Emmaus is 7 miles
west of Jerusalem

The two disciples met Jesus
on the road to Emmaus.

A few miles away two disciples (one was named Cleopas) met Jesus on the road
to Emmaus but they did not know it was Jesus. Maybe because the sun was setting
and it was almost dark. No street lights long ago. They arrived in Emmaus and
they were having supper when they realised that the stranger was Jesus. Jesus
then suddenly disappeared. The two men hurried back to Jerusalem and they met
the other disciples together in the Upper Room in the same place where they all
had their “Last Supper” with Jesus.
Can you imagine their feelings now? The disciples were confused and very upset
not knowing what to do because they knew Jesus was dead but some saw him
alive! So what a mixed up bunch of people they were! Afraid, confused, sad,
guilty, ashamed, no hope, no future and feeling lost and alone.
Into that very upset and sad room Jesus appeared. Just standing there and
speaking, saying “Hello” in the usual way….. “Peace be with you”
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“Peace be with you”
Imagine how they felt. They knew it was really Jesus. Jesus showed the disciples
his hands, his side, his feet. It was really him. These word… “peace be with you”
took away all the mixed-up feelings and changed everything for them. Jesus was
alive, Jesus was with them again! The fear, the locked doors, the emptiness of
grief were all gone with those loving and encouraging words:
“Peace be with you”

“Then Jesus said again, ‘Peace be with you!
The Father sent me. In the same way,
I now send you.’ ”
John 20:21

These words (“Peace be with you”) are so important that the Church used them
still as part of its services to give again the confidence the courage the hope of
that moment when the disciples learnt the truth their (disciples) fears were
gone..…gone also were the need to be behind locked doors.
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Afraid…confused…sad…guilty…ashamed…with no hope for the future…and
feeling very lost and alone. These are the feelings we know! We also have worries
and fears and more. Sometimes we are behind locked doors and cut off from the
world. Deafness in a hearing world can bring fear, confusion, uncertainty even
shame and doubt. It is not the only things. Illness, loss of work, home, friends,
family, all can bring feelings of fear and uncertainty. Failure, when we fail to do
things we want to do or when we let people down…we share the same confusion
guilt despair that the disciples had that Sunday night. Then Jesus came with the
words “Peace be with you” and there for us when we feel like that. That is the
real resurrection. Nothing not even death itself, can overcome the love of God.
Jesus showed us that and showed his friends, so they were not afraid anymore.
If you have something locked away, or something that makes you lock yourself
away…whatever it is you are afraid of or ashamed of or whatever it is you doubt
or are not sure of….remember Jesus’ words “Peace be with you” can help you.
These words are so important. The church uses these words to give people
confidence, courage and hope. That is the real message of Jesus at Easter,
Summer, Autumn, Winter, Christmas and every day. This is a story I like very
much. Think of the disciples and what they thought they had lost. Their fear, grief
and shame were worse than ours. Jesus gave them back courage and strength to
face whatever happened. It was the peace that comes from knowing nothing,
nothing not even death can defeat the love of God. It was enough then to give a
few people the courage to go out and change the world.
Let us bring to Jesus all our fears and anxieties and accept him into our lives and
let us all go forth to love one another showing forth his message of peace for all
times. In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit Amen.

Romans 15:13
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Adoration.
Heavenly Father
You are an amazing God your love and mercy is new every day
Your love is always with us.
Prayer of Confession.
Our loving heavenly Father,
We come to you today to confess our sins.
We have sinned in words, thoughts and actions.
As Christians we often forget to show good example of Christian behaviour and
Christian attitude for other people and especially our children to follow.
We have become weak in our Christian faith as we are often very busy with
things of the world.
We have failed to think of YOU first in our daily thoughts.
We have failed to be regular in our daily prayers to you Father.
We have failed to be regular in our bible readings.
We have failed to be regular in our bible studies.
God of love hear our prayer and we ask for your forgiveness, through the blood
of Jesus our Lord and Saviour.
Prayer of Thanksgiving.
We thank you Father for your never-ending love and support you have given to
us through the dark days of the Coronavirus pandemic.
We repeat our thanks to you Father for all the people working in the Covid-19
wards of the hospitals in Scotland risking their lives to save the patients.
Father in heaven we give our thanks to the gardeners and farmers who are making
sure that we have fresh food brought to us in the shops. Give them all the strength
to cope with the long hours they work often with less staff because of shielding
or illness or social distance.
Father we must always give thanks to the amazing doctors, nurses in hospitals
treating patients, staff in Care Homes as well as scientists finding cures for the
virus.
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Father we give thanks to all the NHS staff who have to visit people in people’s
own homes especially the GPs, District Nurses, Physiotherapists, Occupational
Therapists.
We remember to give thanks to all the volunteers who bring emergency food
supplies to the elderly and the vulnerable people.
Prayer for others.
We pray Father for the continuing plans to get people back to work safely.
We pray for the Fisherfolks who have lost their jobs because of poor fish sales.
We pray for shop owners, cafes bars
We pray for all people who are “shielding” and stuck at home. May they get help
from volunteers, families and friends.
We pray for the ministers of the church who are finding new ways of contacting
their church folks and members through technology.
We pray that ministers are making sure that the message of Jesus can still being
taught and preached through e mails, Face Time, Zoom and if all else fails then
via Royal Mail.
We pray for all our deaf church friends all over Scotland and keep them safe and
well.
Please pray for the Rev Mary Whittaker, Minister for the Deaf, who covers
Aberdeen and North East Scotland. (St John’s Deaf Church)
Please pray for the Rev Richard Durno, Minister for the Deaf, who covers
Glasgow and West of Scotland. (John Ross Memorial Deaf Church)
Please pray for the long-time vacancy for Edinburgh and East of Scotland.
(Albany Deaf Church)
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
May the risen Jesus Christ our Lord be with us every day.
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HYMN
(We have never signed this in the Deaf Church before so
we can read it like a poem. I found this hymn on the internet.)
1 'Peace be with you all,' we sing;
peace from Christ, our Lord and king,
he it is who makes us one,
God's eternal rising Son.
2 Bound together in his name,
welded by the Spirit's flame;
at his table here we kneel
and his living presence feel.
3 Bread is broken for our food;
wine we share in gratitude.
His the flesh and blood he gave
for the world he died to save.
4 So with empty hands, we bow
to receive our saviour now
and, renewed in mind and heart,
in the peace of Christ depart.
Michael Saward (born 1932)
© Michael Saward/Jubilate Hymns
7 7 7 7 Trochaic
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•
•
•
•

If you are lonely or need a prayer or a chat, please contact…..
Rev Richard Durno
Messenger, Face Book, Face Time, Mobile Text: 07748607721
E-mail richard.durno@btinternet.com

• Please let me know if you know of anyone in the deaf church family or in
the deaf community who are unwell at home or in hospital with any illness
or suffering from COVID-19 so that we, the deaf church, can pray for them
and perhaps Face Time them.
• Please pass on the JRM Deaf Church email Devotions 1-9 to any of your
friends and families.
• If they want to get the devotions regularly until COVID - 19 is over then
let me know and I am happy to add their names and e mail addresses. They
can contact me direct any time.
• There is a weekly signed and subtitled worship services at Claremont
Parish Church each Sunday at 10.30 am. Or can be watched any time
through the week on this link:
https://www.claremontparishchurch.co.uk/Sundays/live-stream
• Deaf at Destiny Church in Glasgow………
• Destiny Church Online - YouTube
• https://www.youtube.com/user/DestinyChurchTV
• You can read Devotions weeks 1 to 9 and also the JRM Deaf Church
Quarterly Newsletters and Queen’s Park Govanhill monthly newsletters
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on the Queen’s Park Govanhill Church website:https://qpgpc.com/church-magazine/
• qpgpc.com/jrm/
• NOTE : You must use Ctrl + Click to follow the above links.

• The Rev Mary Whittaker the Secretary/Treasurer of The Scottish Deaf
Churches Together has told me that the annual SDCT Conference in
Coatbridge on 29th – 31st May has been cancelled. The new dates might be
later this year or possibly next year.
• We have no information so far about our Deaf Church holiday trip to Isle
of Man in August. We are not sure if it is still on or cancelled. We are still
waiting for information from Glenton Travel Agent.

Go in peace and may the blessings of God Almighty
The Father, Son and Holy Spirit
Be with you today, tomorrow and always.
Amen
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