Devotion – Week 8
Sunday 10th May 2020

Good morning to all my dear friends of John Ross Memorial Deaf Church.
Welcome to the weekly Devotion Number 8. I hope you are all keeping safe and
well. I hope too that you still enjoy reading the devotional notes 1-7. I know I said
before that it is not the same as me signing in church. The devotions will carry on
until the lockdown is over.
Please do let me know if you know of anyone in the deaf church family or in the
deaf community who are unwell at home or in hospital with any illness or
suffering from COVID-19 so that we, the deaf church, can pray for them and
perhaps Face Time them.
I hope you are following the rules of Covid - 19 to stay at home, wash your hands
regularly, go out only to do shopping, exercise once per day but if you have health
problems, then don’t go out and maybe exercise in your gardens or round your
house. I know how serious Coronavirus is but don’t let it worry us all too much.
We should think positive at all times. One day all will be well!
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My family and I are safe and well and hope that all yours are fine too. We should
thank God that many of us have the modern technology. We have computers and
use internets, e mails, mobile phones, Face Time and sometimes use the “latest”
Zoom technology.
If Coronavirus happened 40 to 50 years ago or more we would all be in very dark
times especially for deaf people. We would be feeling sad, lonely, fed up with
lockdown and stuck at home with no computers, no TV subtitles and would not
understand the important daily Coronavirus news on television without subtitles
and without BSL signing. I thank God that Coronavirus arrived in 2020 and not
1970 or 1980 or whenever.
Keep safe and keep thinking positive!
Love, prayers and God’s many blessings to you all.

Richard
Rev Richard Durno

John Chapter 13 Verses 31 to 35
Jesus Talks About His Death
31 When Judas was gone, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man receives his glory.
And God receives glory through the Son of Man.
32 If God receives glory through him, then God will give glory to the Son
through himself. God will give him glory quickly.
33 Jesus said, “My children, I will be with you only a short time more. You will
look for me. And what I told the Jews, I tell you now: Where I am going you
cannot come.
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34 “I give you a new command: Love each other. You must love each other like
I loved you.
35 All people will know that you are my followers if you love each other.”
Amen Thanks be to God.

“Love One Another”
(Love comes from God)
Reading: St John Chapter 13 verses 31 to 35
(Also Reading: 1st John Chapter 4 verses 7 to 12)

Text: John 13: 34 “I give you a new command: Love each other. You must love
each other like I loved you.”
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Text: 1st John 4:7 “Dear friends, we should love each other.”

Today is the 5th Sunday of Easter and I want to look at Jesus’ comments about
love in both the Gospel of John and in the 1st Letter of John.
When I was a young boy I used to be fascinated with shop display signs which
are trademarks and advertisements that tells us what the shops sell inside eg
there is a trademark for a Pawn Shop, Chemist Shop, Shoe Shop and Barber Shop.

There are very few shops now that have the trademark signs. I think the barber
shops are the only shops that have the well known red and white pole.
There is a “trademark” which any Christian can wear or carry. It is the cross with
Jesus, the cross without Jesus, the praying hands, the fish (Icthus) and the dove
of peace.
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Icthus
The Sign of the Fish
The Sign was adopted by
the early Christians as a
secret symbol

John the disciple of Jesus tells us that this “trademark” is Love. 1st John says in
verse 7. “Dear friends, we should love each other.” What a simple idea but
difficult to do. Our two reading lessons shows us that the right kind of relationship
between Christians is the relationship which we have between God and ourselves,
the relationship of love.
This is what the bible says; now look round the world, look round the churches,
look round the people’s homes. Is it full of love holding us all together? If we are
honest we have to admit that love is often absent.
In many churches, in many homes, in many clubs there is much quarrelling and
dislikes between members. There are people who never speak to those who sit in
the same pew. They never speak to those who gather round the same Communion
table. There are churches that look on other churches with anger, jealousy, and
contempt when in fact they should all be regarding each other in love.
If Christians failed to show the trademark of love then how can the Love of God
be in them or be spread all round us. Jesus said in John chapter 13 verse 35, “All
people will know that you are my followers if you love each other.”
Our text pleads with us to love one another. Where do we begin?
(1) We must accept it as a command. In verse 34 says “I give you a new
command: Love each other. You must love each other like I loved you.”
You might say that is right but we cannot love to order for you cannot help but
dislike some people. You might also say we cannot start loving someone like
turning on a tap. This is perfectly true. You see this is exactly why Jesus came to
dwell on earth. This is why Jesus died on the cross. Only now in obedience we
can love one another only when the power of Jesus is the greatest power in our
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lives can we do this impossible thing. Only when we really know Jesus deeply
can we carry out this Commandment to love one another.

Quite often we are playing at Christianity and churches becomes a club of which
we are members, instead of a fellowship of people who believes in the Lord Jesus
Christ. Let us, after today, carry the trademark of their Christ’s trademark which
is LOVE.
2. We must obey this command. There are people whom we find it easy to love
in a Christian way but it is also true that there are many whom we just don’t like
and so we are limiting our friendship. Yet when Jesus commanded that we should
love our neighbours he did not say the neighbours whom we like and get on. This
commandment of love means loving the tramp, the alcoholic, the prostitute,
the criminal. Your neighbour means the bad-tempered boss, the sharp tongue
busybody, the person who gets on your nerves, the outcast who nobody wants.
These people are difficult people to get on and yet these are all our neighbours.
3. We must make this command work successfully. This practice of love for
each other is not easy. It is the most difficult of commands. There will be many
times when those whom you try to love will turn and hate you. There will be
many times when those you thought are your neighbours will turn out to be your
enemy and will hurt you but you must carry on loving. Christianity is the greatest
challenge of all time. Christianity calls on us to do the impossible things and to
succeed. Christianity does not ask us to do this alone. Here is the wonderful secret
of all.
•
•
•
•

Jesus asks us to be fellow neighbours with him.
Jesus asks us to be fellow labourers with him.
Jesus asks us to stand with him and support him.
Jesus calls us to service in his army to fight against all the filthy, rotten,
miseries and cruelties of life.
• Jesus weapon against evil is the power of love.
“Yes, I am sure that nothing can separate us from God’s love. Not death.
Not life, not angels, not ruling spirits, nothing now or nothing in the future,
no powers, nothing above us, nothing below us, or anything else in the whole
world will ever be able to separate us from God’s love that is in Christ Jesus
our Lord.” Romans 8:38, 39 EVD
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Let us all come to Jesus today and accept him into
our lives and let us all too go forth to love one another
showing forth his “trademark of love” for all times.

Adoration.
Heavenly Father
You are a wonderful God your love and mercy is new every day
Your love always refreshes our souls.
Prayer of Confession.
Heavenly Father,
We come to you today to confess our sins.
We often forget to love and serve you well.
We live in your wonderful creation and we fail to show you our appreciation.
Before we go to sleep we fail to thank you for the day you have given us.
When we wake up in the morning we fail to thank you for looking after us and
keeping us safe through the night.
We have failed to obey the commands of Jesus our Lord to love one another, to
love our neighbours and our enemies.
God of mercy hear our prayer and we ask for your forgiveness, for all our faults,
failures, temptations through the blood of Jesus our Lord and Saviour.
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Prayer of Thanksgiving.
We thank you Father for supporting us through this lockdown.
We thank you for making sure that we have our daily bread and the food in the
supermarkets.
We repeat our thanks to you Father for all people working in the Covid-19 wards
of the hospitals.
We repeat our thanks for the gardeners and farmers who are making sure that we
have fresh food brought to us in the shops.
We thank you Father for the amazing doctors, nurses, hospital staff, scientists
treating patients, finding cures for the virus.

Prayer for others.
We pray for the people who are “shielding” and unable to go out to shops and
churches and families unable to visit them.
We pray for the ministers of the church who are keeping contacts with the church
folks and members and making sure that the message of Jesus is still being taught
and preached through e mails, Face Time and Zoom.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
May the risen Jesus our Lord be with us everyday

CH4 HYMN 564
1 Jesus loves me! this I know
For the Bible tells me so;
Little ones to him belong;
They are weak but he is strong.
Chorus
Yes! Jesus loves me!
Yes! Jesus loves me!
Yes! Jesus loves me!
The Bible tells me so.
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2 Jesus loves me! He who died
Heaven’s gate to open wide;
He will wash away my sin,
Let his little child come in:
Chorus
3 Jesus loves me! He will stay
Close beside me all the way;
Then his little child will take
Up to heaven, for his dear sake:
Chorus
Anna Bartlett Warner, (1820 – 1915)

• Please pass on the JRM Deaf Church email Devotions 1-8 to any of your
friends and families.
• If they want to get the devotions regularly until COVID - 19 is over then
let me know and I am happy to add their names and e mail addresses. They
can contact me direct any time.
•
•
•
•

If you are lonely, need a prayer, chat, please contact…..
Rev Richard Durno
Messenger, Face Book, Face Time, Mobile Text: 07748607721
E-mail richard.durno@btinternet.com

• There is a weekly signed and subtitled worship services at Claremont
Parish Church each Sunday at 10.30 am. Or can be watched any time
through the week on this link:
https://www.claremontparishchurch.co.uk/Sundays/live-stream
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• Deaf at Destiny Church………
• Destiny Church Online - YouTube
• https://www.youtube.com/user/DestinyChurchTV
• You can read Devotions weeks 1 to 8 and also the JRM Deaf Church
Quarterly Newsletters and Queen’s Park Govanhill monthly newsletters
on the Queen’s Park Govanhill Church website:https://qpgpc.com/church-magazine/
• qpgpc.com/jrm/
• NOTE : You must use Ctrl + Click to follow the above links.

• The Rev Mary Whittaker the Secretary/Treasurer of The Scottish Deaf
Churches Together has told me that the annual SDCT Conference in
Coatbridge on 29th – 31st May has been cancelled. The new dates might be
later this year or possibly next year.
• We have no information so far about our Deaf Church holiday trip to Isle
of Man in August. We are not sure if it is still on or cancelled. We are still
waiting for information from Glenton Travel Agent.

Go in peace and may the blessings of God Almighty
The Father, Son and Holy Spirit
Be with you today, tomorrow and always.
Amen
10

