Devotion – Week 7
Sunday 3rd May 2020

Good morning to all my dear friends of John Ross Memorial Deaf Church.
Welcome to the weekly devotion. Goodbye to April and welcome to the first
Sunday in May! Today is Devotion Number 7. It is hard to believe that I have
been doing this weekly devotion for 7 weeks. I will carry on writing the devotions
until the lockdown is over.
Last week I had problems sending the devotions as many have said they could
not open the attachments. I am sorry about that. I am not sure what was wrong
but I think I may have sent out too many e mails in a group at the same time.
Today I will try and send just a few e mails
Do you feel that the lockdown has been going on for a long time? Do you find
that we exercise much less than we did previous and our body weight is heavier
than before? This giraffe and I share the same heavy weight problem!
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I hope you are all keeping safe and well. I hope too that you have enjoyed reading
the devotional notes 1-6. I know it is not the same as me signing in church. I wish
I am better at technology that I could have myself filmed signing church news
and the weekly devotions. Some of us in the deaf church have started looking at
Zoom, Facebook and other types of technology. Unfortunately some of the older
generation of church members find it difficult to manage modern technology.
I have asked this before that if you know of any deaf club members and deaf
church family suffering from COVID-19 please do let me know so that we can
pray for them and maybe Face Time them.
I said last week that I am sure that the beautiful weather we had for a few weeks
have helped lots of us to cope better with this lockdown as many of us were able
to go outside in our gardens or in the parks. All these exercises large and small
does help our physical and mental health.
I am safe and well and have kept myself busy working and always finding things
to do for the deaf church at my desk and computer and I feel that each day and
each week passes very quickly. Many people have text, messaged and e mailed
to me so it is good that some of us do keep in touch.
Keep safe and think positive!
Love, prayers and God’s many blessings.

Richard
Rev Richard Durno
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John Chapter 10 Verses 1 to 10
The Shepherd and His Sheep
1 Jesus said, “I tell you the truth. When a man enters the sheep pen, he should use
the gate. If he climbs in some other way, then he is a robber. He is trying to steal
the sheep.
2 But the man that takes care of the sheep of the sheep enters through the gate.
He is the shepherd.
3 The man that guards the gate opens the gate for the shepherd. And the sheep
listen to the voice of the shepherd. The shepherd calls his own sheep, using their
names, and he leads them out.
4 The shepherd brings all of his sheep out. Then he goes ahead of them and leads
them. The sheep follow him because they know his voice.
5 But sheep will never follow a person they don’t know. They will run away from
that person, because they don’t know his voice.”
6 Jesus told the people this story. But the people did not understand what the story
meant.
Jesus is the Good Shepherd
7 So Jesus said again, “I tell you the truth. I am the gate for the sheep…”
8 All the people that came before I came were thieves and robbers. The sheep did
not listen to them.
9 I am the gate. The person that enters through me will be saved. That person will
be able to come in and go out. He will find everything he needs.
10 A thief comes to steal and kill and destroy. But I came to give life – life that
is full and good.
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May God bless this reading of His most holy words and to His name be all glory
and praise. Amen

The Good Shepherd
Reading: St John Chapter 10 verses 1 to 10
Text: John 10: 7 ‘Jesus said, “I am the gate for the sheep.”
Today is the 4th Sunday of Easter and is traditionally called the Good Shepherd
Sunday. It is sometimes difficult for us to understand the New Testament stories
about how the early Christians lived their lives. It is difficult because this is 21st
century and we live in a different age, a different world because we live in the
western world and we do not always understand the ways of the common people
who lived in the Middle East for example. This is very true when we think about
shepherds.
Last week I was watching Country File a television programme made during the
lockdown. Adam Henson is one of 20 presenters, a farmer, and he was trying to
catch some sheep and lambs on his farm so he could check for mouth infections.
Lambs and sheep are difficult to catch as they are fast creatures and can run away
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very quickly so this same farmer used his dog to gather in his flock and taking
them to an enclosed pen.
When out in the fields British shepherds/farmers would often be at the back of
the flock making sure none would run away. (See photograph below).

A western shepherd goes to
the back of the sheep.

You may know that in the east the shepherd goes in front of his sheep. The
shepherd even knows each sheep by name. See photographs below.

In the east the shepherds walk
in front of the sheep.
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I always feel that the western (eg British) style of shepherding of being behind
the flock of sheep is maybe cruel because the shepherd is forcing the sheep what
to do and where to go whereas the eastern style of shepherding is where shepherds
lead the sheep in a more relaxed way. I wonder if it is because the eastern sheep
are better educated! Perhaps I shall never know. In the 42 years I have worked
with deaf people firstly as a social worker and presently as minister and I suppose
I have a lot of knowledge and understanding of human behaviour but with
sheep.…well it is a bit different…. and I always find it hard to understand how
their minds work!
Interestingly there are two kinds of sheepfolds in the Middle East, a large one in
the village or town where all the shepherds put their sheep and there is a gate,
which is locked. In the morning each shepherd would come to the fold and start
calling on his sheep and they know his voice and will come out after him.

Shared sheep fold in the village

The other folds can be found out in the hills. These walls are usually made of mud
and about six feet high and on the top of the wall there are thorns just like we
would use barbed wires nowadays. In front of the fold there is a narrow
doorway but no door (see picture below right). Once the sheep were safely
gathered in the shepherd would lay down across the doorway. (See picture
below left) He knows no sheep could get out and no wild animals could get in. It
was at night that the greatest danger arose. In the darkness wild animals such as
lions, bears and wolves would be looking for food. Not only animals but the
shepherd had to watch out for the sheep stealers. It is true to say that the shepherd
laid down his life to guard his sheep.
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The shepherd is like a door.
“I am the gate.” Or “I am the
door”

Out in the hills the fold has no
door so the shepherd acts like
a door or gate.

The shepherd was a man of importance. You may remember that King David in
the Old Testament was a shepherd boy. So it is that Jesus tells of the story of the
Good Shepherd but the Jews did not understand. Jesus takes the story and says “I
am the Good Shepherd”. Jesus speaks to the crowd in this parable (story) and
he begins by saying “I am the gate.” John 10:7 Through Jesus we can meet God
our Father in heaven. It was later that Jesus said “The Father is the One who
sent me. And the Father is the One who brings people to me.” John 6:44

John 10:7
You see Jesus came to open the way to God. Jesus came to show us what God
was like. Jesus is the door or Jesus is the gate that all people must go through to
reach heaven. Jesus is the only way to God the Father in heaven.
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Today there is a danger that we, as Christians, often keep our faith quiet about
this wonderful news that Jesus is the gateway to heaven. We should all be excited
about sharing our faith. We should tell people that Jesus is the doorway to heaven.
We have often read in the news that terrorists have no sympathy for the lives of
other people and they even kill their own people too. All this destruction is in the
name of their religion. There are those that seek to take away people from the
Christian faith. They are always seeking to tell us that their faith is the better one.
There has been a growth of false religions based on the bible. For example we
have the Jehovah’s Witness who always want to recruit new people. We have
deaf people who have joined the Jehovah’s Witness because they have signed
services. We need to pray for them. They may ask us to join and we have to say
with all the power we have “NO!”. We have the power to say YES to Jesus
Christ our Saviour. Jesus the Shepherd is the gate and through Him and Him
alone we will find his true place in heaven and know that this true God is the
creator of heaven and earth.
There was an interesting thing that Jesus said. “All the people that came before I
came were thieves and robbers.” (John 10:8). Jesus was talking about those
leaders asking people to follow them. Like Zealots, (extreme Jewish sect who
resisted all aspects of Roman rule in Palestine in the 1st century A.D.), like the
cruel people (terrorists) we have read and seen on the news who did not mind
dying themselves and who did not mind slaughtering others that they might have
the final victory. They are the ones who believe in war, murder, assassination and
death and their way leads people far away from God. Jesus’ way is the way of
peace, truth, love and life everlasting (John 14:6). The message of Jesus is that
the only way that leads to God is the way of love. “I am the gate” Jesus also says
“I came to give life – life that is full and good”. John 10:10

“I am the gate. The person that enters
through me will be saved.” John 10:9
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When we try to live our own lives then life becomes dull with no real meaning
but when we walk with Jesus there is a new energy and we see with new eyes and
life has a new meaning and there is much to do and with so much to live for. “I
am the gate. The person that enters through me will be saved…..He will find
everything he needs.” John 10:9
Jesus is the good shepherd and with him you will be safe and you should never
be afraid.
Let me finish this message with a final quote from the Old Testament the book of
Isaiah chapter 43 verse 1 says “Israel, the Lord who created you says, ‘Do
not be afraid – I will save you. I have called you by name – you are mine.’ ”
(Good News Bible)

Adoration.
Heavenly Father
You are an amazing Grace
How sweet is your love
How great is your mercy.
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Prayer of Confession.
Heavenly Father,
We come to you today to confess our sins.
We often forget to love and serve you.
We live in your world and
We are often thoughtless of your world.
We have damaged the land that you made
We have polluted your land, sea and air and animals and people are suffering.
We have chopped down the rain forests and the world and people are suffering.
We have failed to obey the commands of Jesus our Lord to love one another.
God of mercy hear our prayer and we ask for your forgiveness, for all our
mistakes, through the blood of Jesus our Lord and Saviour.
Prayer of Thanksgiving.
We thank you Father for being there while we worry about the Coronavirus.
We thank you for making sure that food and drinks are available for us in the
shops.
We thank you Father for everyone working in the dangerous areas in the hospitals.
We thank you for all the forgotten people such as the farmers, the factory workers
and the supermarket workers all keeping the food supply going.
We are very grateful to you Father for the modern Technology of computers,
iPads, Face Time, communicate with our families and friends we have not met
for a few weeks.
Prayer for others.
We pray for the safety of the medical staff in hospitals, the Postal Workers
delivering our mail, the volunteers for delivering food to people who are
“shielding” and unable to go out.
We pray for the wonderful scientists who are doing an amazing job of trying to
find a cure for the COVID19, produce vaccine to prevent the spread of COVID19
and to treat people with COVID19 disease.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
May the risen Jesus our Lord be with us everyday
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CH4 HYMN 462
1 The King of love my shepherd is,
whose goodness faileth never.
I nothing lack if I am his,
and he is mine forever.
2 Where streams of living water flow,
my ransomed soul he leadeth;
and where the verdant pastures grow,
with food celestial feedeth.
3 Perverse and foolish, oft I strayed,
but yet in love he sought me;
and on his shoulder gently laid,
and home, rejoicing, brought me.
4 In death's dark vale I fear no ill,
with thee, dear Lord, beside me;
thy rod and staff my comfort still,
thy cross before to guide me.
5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight;
thy unction grace bestoweth;
and oh, what transport of delight
from thy pure chalice floweth!
6 And so through all the length of days,
thy goodness faileth never;
Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise
within thy house forever.
Henry Williams Baker (1821 – 1877)
From Psalm 23
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• Please pass on the JRM Deaf Church email Devotions 1-6 to any of your
friends and families.
• If they want to get the devotions regularly until COVID - 19 is over then
let me know and I am happy to add their names and e mail addresses. They
can contact me direct any time.
•
•
•
•

If you are lonely, need prayer, chat, please contact…..
Rev Richard Durno
Messenger, Face Book, Face Time, Mobile Text: 07748607721
E-mail richard.durno@btinternet.com

• There is a weekly signed and subtitled worship services at Claremont
Parish Church each Sunday at 10.30 am. Or can be watched any time
through the week on this link:
https://www.claremontparishchurch.co.uk/Sundays/live-stream
• Deaf at Destiny Church………
• Destiny Church Online - YouTube
• https://www.youtube.com/user/DestinyChurchTV
• If you want to read past Devotions weeks 1 to 6 and also the JRM Deaf
Church Quarterly Newsletters and Queen’s Park Govanhill monthly
newsletters go to the Queen’s Park Govanhill Church website:https://qpgpc.com/church-magazine/
• qpgpc.com/jrm/
• NOTE : You must use Ctrl + Click to follow the above links.
• The Rev Mary Whittaker the Secretary/Treasurer of The Scottish Deaf
Churches Together has told me that the annual SDCT Conference in
Coatbridge on 29th – 31st May has been cancelled. The new dates might be
later this year or possibly next year.
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Go in peace and may the blessings of God Almighty
The Father, Son and Holy Spirit
Be with you today, tomorrow and always.
Amen

13

