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Devotion – Week 6 
 

 
 

Sunday 26th April 2020   
 

    
 
 

Hello and welcome to all my dear friends of John Ross Memorial Deaf Church.  
 
I hope you are all safe and well and hope too that you have received the weekly 
devotional notes safely. If you have heard of any of our deaf club members and 
deaf church family suffering from COVID-19 please do let me know so that we 
can pray for them. Also those who are lonely and need someone to chat with 
please do contact me by text, e mail or Face Time. 
 
I think that the beautiful weather we had for a few weeks have helped lots of us  
to cope better with the COVID-19 pandemic as many of us were able to go out 
for walks in our local parks or round the garden. All these exercises large and 
small does help our mental and physical health. 
 

Love, prayers and God’s many blessings. 

Richard 
Rev Richard Durno  

 

The First Word 
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St Luke Chapter 23 verses 32 to 43 (E.V.D.) 

Jesus is killed on the cross 

32 There were also two criminals led out with Jesus to be killed. 

33 Jesus and the two criminals were led to a place called “The Skull”. There, 
the soldiers nailed Jesus to his cross. They also nailed the criminals to their 
crosses. They put one criminal beside Jesus on the right, and they put the other 
criminal beside Jesus on the left. 

34 Jesus said, “Father, forgive these people who are killing me. They don’t 
know what they are doing.” The soldiers gambled with dice to decide who 
would get Jesus’ clothes. 

35 The people stood there watching Jesus. The Jewish leaders laughed at Jesus. 
They said, “If he is God’s Chosen One, the Christ, then let him (Jesus) save 
himself. He saved other people, didn’t he?” 

36 Even the soldiers laughed at Jesus and teased him. They came to Jesus and 
offered him some wine. 

37 The soldiers said, “If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself!” 

38 (At the top of the cross these words were written: “This is the king of the 
Jews.”) 

39 One of the criminals began to yell very bad things at Jesus: “Aren’t you the 
Christ? Then save yourself! And save us too!” 

40 But the other criminal stopped him. He said, “You should fear God! All of us 
will die soon! 

41 You and I are guilty; we should be killed because we did wrong. But this 
man (Jesus) has done nothing wrong!” 

42 Then this criminal said to Jesus, “Jesus, remember me when you begin your 
kingdom!” 
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43 Then Jesus said to him, “Listen! What I say is true: Today you will be with 
me in paradise!” 

May God bless this reading of his most holy words and to His name be all glory 
and praise. Amen 

 

                                                                                         
 

Text: Luke 23: 34 Jesus said, “Father, forgive these people who are killing me. 
They don’t know what they are doing.” 

Looking back to Good Friday 
 “Seven Last Words of Jesus” 

 

      
 
Let us think back to Good Friday and think once more of our Lord Jesus 
hanging there and remind ourselves the words of the well-known hymn –  
‘See! From his head, His hands His feet Sorrow and love flow mingled 
down. 
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On Good Friday Jesus of Nazareth was nailed on a cross. In all the horrific 
sufferings Jesus went through, Jesus spoke some wonderful words. Jesus 
managed to say 7 wonderful things from the cross. Let us today just look at the 
first saying of Jesus. As the soldiers drive the nails we hear Jesus words of 
prayer to God. Verse 34 “Father, forgive these people that are killing me. 
They don’t know what they are doing.” 
Although in intense pain Jesus first word was of forgiveness for the people who 
had caused His horrific execution.  
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Jesus Forgives 

 

 

 
 
What did he say? “Father, forgive those people that are killing me. They do 
not know what they are doing.” Luke 23:34 (EVD). Yes Jesus forgave them! 
Jesus forgave us! Forgiveness - it is not always easy to forgive - the hurt is so 
deep! Jesus forgave those who sinned against Him - caused His agony - can we 
refuse to do the same? 
 
What a wonderful forgiveness. There is the king who came to his people on Palm 
Sunday humble and riding on a donkey. Then they crucified the Messiah and with 
his arms out stretched, his body naked, the pain beyond our full understanding, 
the heat of the sun burning on his feeble frame and yet Jesus had no words of 
anger, no words of revenge, no shout of threats but instead he forgives. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was forgiveness for Peter, for John, for the soldiers, for Thomas, for Paul, for 
you, for me. This is our salvation and while we are yet sinners God sent his son 
to die for us. The king of kings came to Jerusalem on that first Palm Sunday 
bearing gifts, gifts that people did not understand and the greatest gift Jesus 
gave was forgiveness. Jesus poured out his love from Calvary’s Cross. Can you 
forgive your enemies? Can you forgive people who hurt you or damaged your 
life? The Priests conspired against Jesus, Judas betrayed Jesus, Pilate washed 
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his hands of Jesus, the soldiers whipped and nailed Jesus to the cross and Jesus’ 
response was……..Father, forgive these people that are killing me. They 
don’t know what they are doing.” (Verse 34) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

That is the message of the cross for us all today. The good news is that we have 
another chance to start again.  Not just Good Friday but today is another day of 
our salvation because it was the central cross on which the Saviour died and 
Jesus died that we may know and continue to know his forgiveness. May we 
lift up our hearts to God today and praise to His holy name. Amen 
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Adoration. 
Heavenly Father 
You are a wonderful God 
Your mercy is new every day 
And your love is always around each one of us. 
 
Prayer of Confession. 
Heavenly Father, 
We confess to you today that 
We have been selfish in our thoughts and actions 
We have disobeyed your commandments of the Old Testament 
We have neglected to follow Jesus new commandment to love one another 
We have not been sympathetic of other people’s problem 
We have failed to allow our faith to grow 
We have failed to follow in the footsteps of Jesus our Lord 
God of mercy hear our prayer as we seek your forgiveness for our failures 
through the blood of Jesus our Lord and Saviour. 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving. 
We thank you father for the beautiful weather we had for a few weeks. It has kept 
our minds away from the worries of the Coronavirus. 
We thank you Father for the wonderful work of the NHS medical staff, in treating 
all the patients who are ill with the Coronavirus. 
We thank you Father for everyone in the NHS, the cleaners, the porters, the 
kitchen staff who are all involved in keeping the hospital running safely. 
We thank you for all the forgotten people such as the farmers, the factory workers 
and the supermarket workers all keeping the food supply going. 
We are very grateful Father for the modern Technology of mobile phones for 
texting, Face Time, our computer for e mails, internet which helps us all to 
communicate with our families and friends. 
 
Prayer for others. 
Father we pray for the scientists who are working very hard to make vaccines tor 
Coronavirus and pray that one day soon we will be free of the dangerous disease. 
We pray Lord for our love ones, families and friends that we have not seen for a 
long time.  
Lord Jesus we pray that you keep them all safe and well during these worrying 
times. 
We pray Father for all deaf people who may have money problems because they 
cannot go out to work either because of health problems or their workplaces have 
closed down. 
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We pray too Father for all deaf people who have communication problems and 
having difficulties contacting their GPs because the medical centres are closed to 
face to face contacts. 
 
Father we pray for Boris Johnston who is recovering very slowly from his illness. 
Lord God we pray for the government Ministers / MPs who are helping out with 
work for the Prime Minister. 
Lord Jesus we pray for the First Minister (Nicola Sturgeon) and her MSPs and 
may their wise decisions help to keep Scotland safe from more harm. 
We pray for the GPs who are having difficulties in seeing patients because the 
surgeries are closed to the public and are now faced with helping people over the 
phones or making home visits to see people who are too ill to come to the surgery. 
 
In our worries, fears, concerns Father help us to remember the words of Moses in 
the Old Testament of Exodus 15:2 “The Lord is my strength. He saves me……” 
 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
May the risen Jesus our Lord be with us today, tomorrow and always. Amen 
 

 
 

HYMN:  Mission Praise No 60 
God forgave my sin in Jesus’ name, 
I’ve been born again in Jesus’ name; 
And in Jesus’ name I come to you 
To share His love as He told me to. 
 
CHORUS: 
He said: ‘Freely, freely, you have received, 
Freely, freely give; 
Go in My name, and because you believe 
Others will know that I live.’ 
 
All power is given in Jesus’ name, 
In earth and heaven in Jesus’ name; 
And in Jesus’ name I come to you 
To share His power as He told me to. 
CHORUS: 

Carol Owens ©1972 Lexicon Music Inc. Word  Music (UK) 
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• Please pass on email Devotions 1-5 to any of your friends and families. If 

they want to get the devotions regularly until COVID19 is over then let me 
know and I am happy to add their names and e mail addresses. They can 
contact me direct any time. 

• The Rev Mary Whittaker the Secretary/Treasurer of The Scottish Deaf 
Churches Together has told me that the annual SDCT Conference in 
Coatbridge on 29th – 31st May has been cancelled. The new dates might be 
later this year or possibly next year. 

 
• There is a weekly signed and subtitled worship services at Claremont 

Parish Church each Sunday at 10.30 am. Or can be watched any time 
through the week on this link: 
https://www.claremontparishchurch.co.uk/Sundays/live-stream 

 

• If you want to read past Devotions weeks 1 to 5 and also the JRM Deaf 
Church Quarterly Newsletters and Queen’s Park Govanhill monthly 
newsletters go to the Queen’s Park Govanhill Church website:- 
https://qpgpc.com/church-magazine/ 

• qpgpc.com/jrm/  
•  www.qpgpc.com  

NOTE : You must use Ctrl + Click to follow the above links. 

• If you need prayer, chat, Face Time please contact….. 
• Rev Richard Durno  
• Messenger, Face Book, Mobile Text: 07748607721 
• E-mail richard.durno@btinternet.com 
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Go in peace and may the blessings of God Almighty 

The Father, Son and Holy Spirit  

Be with you today, tomorrow and always. 

Amen 


