Devotion – Week 10
Sunday 24th May 2020

Good afternoon to all my dear friends of John Ross Memorial Deaf Church.
Welcome to the weekly Devotion Number 10. I hope you are all keeping safe and
well and keeping busy during this lockdown.
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I am sorry for the delay in sending this out as this was due to a graphic technical
problem I had. Thanks to those who sent me texts and e mails asking what had
happened to their Devotion No 10. It was great receiving these enquiries.
I have contacted a few people on Face Time, e mail and text and some have
managed to keep busy doing things like knitting, painting sheds, fences, reading,
walks to the shops for food, contacting friends on Face Time, DIY, catching up
watching recorded films, “spring cleaning”, cleaning out sheds, out for daily
walks and gardening.
As I said before I know how serious Coronavirus or COVID-19 is but don’t let it
worry us all too much. Don’t let it upset us, don’t let it make us feel sad, don’t let
it make us feel frustrated, don’t let it make us feel upset, don’t let it make us
become depressed. We must look after our mental Health.
It is a serious disease and we should always be careful with hygiene, wash our
hands often and very importantly think positive at all times, and pray that one
day, with the help of our heroes the doctors, scientists and people volunteering to
be guinea pigs for vaccine tests WE WILL beat the virus and COVID-19 will
become “COVID-EAD-20”!
Love, prayers and God’s many blessings to you all.

Richard
Rev Richard Durno

1st Reading:

St Mark Chapter 16 verses 14 to 15
Jesus Talks to the Apostles
(“The Great Commission” see v15)
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14 Later Jesus showed himself to the eleven followers while they were eating.
Jesus criticised the followers because they had little faith. They were stubborn
and refused to believe the people that said Jesus had risen from death.
15 Jesus said to the followers, “Go everywhere in the world. Tell the Good
News to every person.

2nd Reading:

Luke chapter 24 verses 50 - 53

Jesus Goes Back to Heaven
(Jesus ascends into heaven 40 days after his resurrection.)
50 “Jesus led his followers out of Jerusalem almost to Bethany. Jesus raised his
hands and blessed his followers.
51 While Jesus was blessings them, he was separated from them and carried into
heaven.
52 The followers worshipped him there. Then they went back to the city. They
were very happy.
53 They stayed at the temple all the time, praising God.
May God bless these readings of his most holy words and to his name be all
glory and praise.
Amen Thanks be to God.

Today is the 7th Sunday of Easter and we are nearly at the end of our journey
with Jesus. Today is also the Sunday after Ascension Day which was on Thursday
21st May.
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We need to remind ourselves the importance of the message that Jesus gave to
his disciples in that upper room.
The first reading today is about the time when the disciples met in the upper
room where the Last Supper had been held. The disciples were afraid because
they knew the Jews had helped to kill Jesus and it could be their turn to get
killed. So the disciples were meeting in terror, listening fearfully for every step
on the stair and for every knock at the door. As they sat there, Jesus was
suddenly there in their midst. Jesus spoke in the way the people in the east
normally speaks: “Shalom” = “Peace be with you”. It means “May God give
you every good thing.” Then Jesus gave the disciples what is known as “The
Great Commission” which we, as followers of Jesus, should never forget.
“…..The Father sent me. In the same way, I now send you.” John 20:21
Jesus also said “Go everywhere in the world. Tell the Good News to every
person. Mark 16:15.

Jesus said to the followers, “Go everywhere in
the world. Tell the Good News to every
person.” Mark 16:15

In John chapter 20 verse 21 Jesus says, “The Father sent me. In the same way,
I now send you.” This means three things.
1 Jesus needs US the church.
This is what Paul was talking about when he called the church “Christ’s body”
Ephesians 1:23; “The Body of Christ” 1st Corinthians 12:12. We know a
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church is a building where people go and worship God but when Jesus mentioned
the church he was ‘talking about = the people. Jesus was talking about people
like you and me. We are the church. The body of Christ us who worship him.
Jesus had come with a message for his disciples and and now he was going back
to the His Father. Jesus’ needs the help of us all in the church today to tell others
about Jesus. Jesus came not just for the church of 2,000 years ago but for the
church of today! Jesus needs us, the church, as mouth and the voice to speak for
Jesus, feet to run doing messages for Jesus, hands to do the work for Jesus. This
means that Jesus needs His church (US) and Jesus needs US to work for Him on
earth.
2 The Church (US) needs Jesus.
We need Jesus to send us out to do the work for Him. A message boy cannot go
out unless his boss sends him out. We need the power of Jesus to help send us
out. The disciples would have been helpless still in that upper room if Jesus did
not appear to them and said…. “I now send you.” In this morning’s reading there
mentions that Jesus also gave the apostles power to heal sicknesses and power
over all demons and demons are evil spirits from the devil.
3 Jesus sends the church (US) out
This is like God sending Jesus out to preach the message. In the text in verse 21
says “The Father sent me (Jesus). In the same way, I now send you.”
Jesus was a messenger to his Father So now our church, 2,000 years later, can
be a messenger of Jesus but only if we perfectly love and perfectly obey Jesus.
The church, that is us, must always go out and speak the message of Jesus. We
must never go out and do our own things; we must follow Jesus because Jesus
wants us to follow him.
We often fail because we behaved like Thomas, one of the disciples, who did not
believe that Jesus was there unless proved. In John chapter 20:26 “Eight days
later His disciples were again in the house and Thomas was with them.” RSV.
Eight days had passed by and Jesus came back and this time Thomas was there
and this time he believed when he said, “My Lord and my God!” John 20: v28.
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Thomas said to Jesus,
“My Lord and my God!” John 20:28
Thomas made one mistake. He “left” the Christian fellowship. Thomas wanted to
be alone rather than with his disciple friends and because Thomas was not there
he missed the first appearance of Jesus. We all miss a lot if we are not here at
church. We miss a lot when we are separated from the Christian fellowship. It is
not good for Christians to be alone and away from church. A lot of good things
can happen when we have fellowship of Jesus’ people. Thomas could easily have
stayed away and missed the second time Jesus appeared.
Churches all over the country are often half full because people wants to stay
away and be alone and by staying at home they have missed all the important
preaching, teachings and messages from God through the preachers. Christian
fellowship is so important in keeping our church and any other churches alive.
By staying away from church means God cannot use you to send you out on a
mission with a message as Jesus said in verse 21 “I now send you.”
Jesus’ “Great Commission” helps us look for the lost, the lonely and the
forgotten. If each of us was to bring back one or two lost members then our deaf
church will be full.
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Ascension Day this year was on Thursday 21st May and it was the day Christians
celebrated the 40th day after Easter Sunday and to remember Jesus’ ascension into
heaven. The bible says that Jesus promised the disciples that they would soon
receive the Holy Spirit and so the disciples remained in Jerusalem until the Spirit
of Jesus came down. Next Sunday is Pentecost Sunday to remember the Spirit of
Jesus coming down on his disciples.
The story of the Ascension is not a big story. There are only three separate
passages in the bible found in Acts 1:6-11, Luke 24:50-53 and Mark 16: 19-20
that Jesus was lifted-up and went back to heaven.
Just before Jesus was ascended into heaven Jesus gave all the disciples “The Great
Commission” to go into the world and preach and before they could go and preach
the disciples have to wait for the day of Pentecost to receive the power of the
Holy Spirit to start their spiritual journey doing their work in Jesus name.
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Jesus says, “……I am going back
to the Father.” John 14:8
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Heavenly Father
You are an amazing God your love and mercy is new every day
Your love is always around each of us who worship you.
At this quiet time Lord
We all stand before you face to face.
You are a wonderful God and Father of all people on earth.
We know you are the maker of heaven and earth and you have the power over
all things.
Be with us now as we are worried and scared about this COVID-19.
We need your help to calm us all down.
We need your help to wipe away the disease soon.
So many people are suffering.
So many people are dying from this virus.
Father God, help all doctors, nurses and front-line workers in the NHS to cope
with the sick in their care.
Help the scientists to find drugs to kill this virus.
Help the scientists to find a way of making vaccinations available to make
people immune to the virus.
We pray again for all our deaf church friends all over Scotland and keep them
safe and well.
Please pray for the Rev Mary Whittaker, Minister for the Deaf, who covers
Aberdeen and North East Scotland. (St John’s Deaf Church)
Please pray for the Rev Richard Durno, Minister for the Deaf, who covers
Glasgow and West of Scotland. (John Ross Memorial Deaf Church)
Please pray for the long-time vacancy for Edinburgh and East of Scotland.
(Albany Deaf Church)
We pray that people will obey the rules of hand washings, staying at home and
keeping away from families and friends.
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We pray too for the safety of other people who still have to go to work in
supermarkets, corner shops, food factories, lorry drivers and other front-line
workers.
We pray also for the work of Boris Johnston and the UK Government and
Nicola Sturgeon the First Minister of Scotland as they both work together in
planning to make this country safe for the people to live in.
We say this prayer through Jesus Christ our Lord who taught us to pray and
say………
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
May the risen Jesus Christ our Lord be with us now and every day.
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HYMN 444 CH4

Hymn for Ascension Sunday

Out of sight, the Lord has gone
into heaven, now his home;
told his friends, before he left,
that they’d never be alone.
Jesus Christ we call him still,
and we love him as our friend;
close to God, he prays for us,
so we trust him to the end.
Work for Jesus, wait for him,
all his wisdom learn to know;
walk his ways and love his friends,
help his kingdom here to grow.
Jock Stein (b. 1941)

•
•
•
•

If you are lonely or need a prayer or a chat, please contact…..
Rev Richard Durno
Messenger, Face Book, Face Time, Mobile Text: 07748607721
E-mail richard.durno@btinternet.com
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• If you want to Face Time me it is best you text me first and find out when
I am free to sign/talk with you.
• Please let me know if you know of anyone in the deaf church family or in
the deaf community who are unwell at home or in hospital with any illness
or suffering from COVID-19 so that we, the deaf church, can pray for them
and perhaps Face Time them.
• Please forward on the JRM Deaf Church email Devotions 1-10 to any of
your friends and families who have e mails.
• If they want to get the devotions regularly until COVID - 19 is over then
let me know and I am happy to add their names and e mail addresses. They
can contact me direct any time.
• There is a weekly signed and subtitled worship services at Claremont
Parish Church each Sunday at 10.30 am. Or can be watched any time
through the week on this link:
https://www.claremontparishchurch.co.uk/Sundays/live-stream
• Deaf at Destiny Church in Glasgow………
• Destiny Church Online - YouTube
• https://www.youtube.com/user/DestinyChurchTV
• You can read Devotions weeks 1 to 10 and also the JRM Deaf Church
Quarterly Newsletters and Queen’s Park Govanhill monthly newsletters
on the Queen’s Park Govanhill Church website:https://qpgpc.com/church-magazine/
• qpgpc.com/jrm/
• NOTE : You must use Ctrl + Click to follow the above links.
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Go in peace and may the blessings of God Almighty
The Father, Son and Holy Spirit
Be with you today, tomorrow and always.
Amen
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