Devotion – Week 5

Sunday 19th April 2020
2nd Sunday of Easter

Hello and welcome to all my dear friends of John Ross Memorial Deaf Church.
I hope you are all safe and well and hope too that you have enjoyed reading these
devotional notes 1 to 4 and continue to enjoy devotion number 5. Please pass on
this devotion to your friends and families.
The NHS have told us all to be safe by staying at home and where possible work
from home. Many of us are still finding this hard to accept and we feel like
prisoners on house arrest. Some people can go outside but just go to the shops to
buy food and exercise for one hour! We have to obey these rules and we know
these hard-line rules will help stop the Covid-19 from spreading and one day life
will be back to normal. I know it will be hard for now but we will be glad that we
have been patience for a short time.
Love, prayers and God’s many blessings.

Richard
Rev Richard Durno
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John Chapter 20 verses 10 to 20 EVD
(Last week we read verses 1 to 9 so today we continue with verses 10 to 20)
Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene
10 Then the followers went back home.
11 But Mary stood outside the tomb, crying. While she was crying, she bent down
and looked inside the tomb.
12 Mary saw two angels dressed in white. They were sitting where Jesus’ body
had been. One angel was sitting where Jesus’ head had been, and the other angel
was sitting where Jesus’ feet had been.
13 The angels asked Mary, “Woman, why are you crying?”
Mary answered, “Some people have taken away the body of my Lord. I don’t
know where they put him.”
14 When Mary said this she turned around and saw Jesus standing there. But she
did not know that it was Jesus.
15 Jesus asked her, “Woman, why are you crying? Who are you looking for?
Mary thought that this was the man that takes care of the garden. So Mary said to
him, “Did you take Jesus away, sir? Tell me where you put him. I will go and get
him.”
16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.”
Mary turned toward Jesus and said in the Jewish language, “Rabboni.” (This
means “Teacher.”)
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17 Jesus said to her, “Don’t hold me. I have not yet gone back up to the Father.
But go to my brothers (followers) and tell them this: ‘I am going back to my
Father and your Father. I am going back to my God and your God.’”
18 Mary Magdalene went to the followers and told them, “I saw the Lord!” and
she told them the things Jesus said to her.
Jesus Appears to His Followers
19 “The day was Sunday…. The doors were locked because they were afraid of
the Jews. Then Jesus came and stood among them. Jesus said, “Peace be with
you!”
20 After Jesus said this, he showed the followers his hands and his side. The
followers were very happy when they saw the Lord.
May God bless this reading of his most holy words and to His name be all glory
and praise. Amen

Text: John 20:16 “Jesus said to her, “Mary.”

Looking back to Easter Sunday
Remembering Mary Magdalene
and the Eleven Disciples
In the New Testament Bible in the gospel of John, Mary Magdalene was very
worried. Where is the body of Jesus? He was not there in the tomb. Mary had
been at Calvary, she had seen the most wonderful person in the whole world
Calvary, or Golgotha was, according to
the bible, a place just outside the walls
of Jerusalem where Jesus was crucified.
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nailed to a cross. Mary came to the tomb wanting to see Jesus again but Jesus had
disappeared. This was the end and Mary did not know what to do. She wept, then

Mary thought this was a
gardener. Mary said to him
“Did you take Jesus away,
sir?..... Jesus said to her,
Mary.” John 20: 15,16

Mary turned toward
Jesus and said in the
Jewish language,
“Rabboni” (“This means
Teacher.”) John 20:16

Jesus came and stood among
them. Jesus said, “Peace be
with you!” John 20:19

suddenly she heard her name “Mary.” Jesus was alive. It was his voice. Mary
was no longer alone and afraid. Jesus’ voice made her feel at peace and joy filled
her heart.
It was the same with the disciples. They were very sad and afraid. They had
locked themselves up in the upper room because they were afraid the Roman
soldiers might put them to prison. The disciples had seen Jesus crucified and they
had lost a good master and friend so their fear grew in their hearts. Then suddenly
Jesus comes to the disciples and says, “Peace be with you.” Each disciple finds
a joy rising up in his or her hearts, fear is driven out, and despair melts away like
snow in the heat of the sun. Suddenly life is worth living again for life is complete
because Jesus the Master, the Son of the living God is alive.
This is the greatest story ever told. Jesus who was crucified, dead, buried is alive
and lives forever more. This is the Easter message for you and me today.
We are very like the little child in the supermarket who was lost. The child is
tearful but when the child is found by his/her parent(s) the child is happy and the
tears dry up. We are like Mary in the garden and we are like the disciples locked
up in their room when we do not have Jesus.
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We have, deep in our lives, things we are not sure about, insecurities, instincts we
cannot alone control like hatred and fears.
What does the Easter Message tell us about these things? There are three
important messages.
Firstly:

Goodness is always stronger than evil

Secondly: Love is stronger than hate
Thirdly: Life is stronger than death
You know we need to be told that again and again. It was the sin of man that took
Jesus and nailed him on a cross. Jesus was the most gentle and wonderful person
who ever lived on this earth but…………………………..

If there had been no resurrection it would have meant sin could have taken
goodness and broken it forever. Jesus rose again and in the end goodness is
always stronger than evil. Today the Easter message for you is that you must put
your faith in God for his way is the only way to heaven through the cross of Jesus.
It was the hatred of people that took Jesus and crucified him on His Cross. If Jesus
had not risen again then it would have proved that hatred is the strongest force in
the world. But the resurrection proved that love is even stronger. This is a simple
fact of life, which you and I just do not seem to be able or willing to understand
or learn. If you hate then hatred only breed hatred, it breeds nothing else. If a
person hurt us and we return that hurt things just go on getting worse and we start
thinking of more ways to hurt each other. Bitterness and anger is fed by hatred
but if we refuse to hate back then we bring a new power into the situation the
power of love. Love is the strongest power in the world.When the Jews
crucified our Lord and when he was laid in the tomb they said to themselves, he
is dead now and that is the end of him, but they were wrong for God was not
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finished. Jesus rose again to prove that life is stronger than death. Nothing
can stop the force of life.
Death comes to us all in the end, and death is something that people are often
afraid of. It is something we don’t like to talk about, it brings sorrow, heartbreak,
tears and sometimes we lose control. But Jesus said, “Because I live, you will
also live.” (John 14:19) This is the promise of Easter. Jesus has conquered death
and he promises that we shall share in that victory.

John 14:19
As we all look back to Easter Sunday we remember Mary Magdalene a special
lady. Perhaps we should all be like Mary Magdalene who is a forever faithful
servant and friend of Jesus in life, death and resurrection.
With Jesus we can beat evil with good.
With Jesus we can beat hatred with love.
With Jesus we can have life forever.

Lift up your hearts this morning as we look back to Easter knowing that Jesus is
alive and he is here with you now and always.
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Adoration.
Praise God our Father in heaven
from whom all blessings flows.
Praise him all people here on earth.
Prayer of Confession.
Father in heaven,
We so often do not trust you especially at this time with COVID-19 pandemic
everywhere and more people are ill and dying - forgive us for our lack of faith.
We are all afraid and unsure of the future and so we fail to look to you for hope
and trust forgive us for our lack of faith.
We fail to open our hearts and minds and let the Holy Spirit come inside of us –
forgive us for our lack of faith
We fail to ask for strength from you through Jesus your son –
forgive us for our lack of faith
We fail to pray to you for daily guidance forgive us for our lack of faith
Heavenly Father, we now seek your forgiveness, for our many weaknesses,
through the blood of Jesus Christ your Son.

Prayer of Thanksgiving.
We thank you for all the brave and hardworking NHS staff, doctors and nurses in
their fight against Coronavirus.
We thank you for all the people that helps to bring food from the farms to the
supermarkets to people’s homes.
We thank you Father for the 99 year old Captain Tom Moore’s fundraising
challenge and unexpectedly raised £21m for the NHS. Captain Tom is a light of
hope in these dark days.
Father, we look back to Good Friday, the death of Jesus and his blood that poured
down from the cross for the forgiveness of all our sins, we thank you.
Father, above all we look back to Easter Sunday morning and the rising of Jesus
from death that gives us hope of an everlasting life with Jesus– we thank you.
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Prayer for others.
We continue to pray Lord that the experts will find a way of getting rid of the
Coronavirus.
We ask that you help us all to be patience throughout this long period of lock
down where many of us have to stay at home to be safe.
We ask that you help us all to be patience throughout this long period of shielding
where we cannot see our families, love ones and friends.
We ask that you help us all to be patience throughout this long period of social
distancing where we cannot show our thanks and affections by the shaking of
hands, huggings and high fives with our families and friends.
Pray for Boris Johnston who is recovering slowly from his Coronavirus illness
and is resting in Chequers the weekend home of Prime Ministers in office.
We continue to pray the prayer we said last week………………………
Pray for the leaders in both governments who have difficult jobs to do.
Pray for the health experts advising the MPs and MSPs what to do to help us.
Pray for the First Minister (Nicola Sturgeon) and her team and continue to
protect them and give them wisdom and understanding to make right decisions.
Protect all the retired doctors and nurses who have come back to work to help.
Protect all the newly graduated doctors from various Universities as they are sent
immediately to the front line to help the NHS.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer
May the risen Jesus our Lord be with us today, tomorrow and always. Amen

HYMN: Mission Praise No 94
I serve a risen Saviour,
He's in the world today
I know that He is living,
whatever men may say
I see His hand of mercy,
I hear His voice of cheer
And just the time I need Him
He's always near.
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CHORUS
He lives, He lives,
Christ Jesus lives today
He walks with me and talks with me
Along life's narrow way
He lives, He lives,
Salvation to impart
You ask me how I know He lives?
He lives within my heart
In all the world around me
I see His loving care,
And though my heart grows weary
I never will despair;
I know that He is leading,
Through all the stormy blast,
The day of His appearing
Will come at last.
CHORUS
He lives, He lives,
Christ Jesus lives today
He walks with me and talks with me
Along life's narrow way
He lives, He lives,
Salvation to impart
You ask me how I know He lives?
He lives within my heart
Rejoice, rejoice, O Christian,
Lift up your voice and sing
Eternal hallelujahs
To Jesus Christ, the King!
The Hope of all who seek Him,
The Help of all who find,
None other is so loving,
So good and kind.
CHORUS
He lives, He lives,
Christ Jesus lives today
He walks with me and talks with me
Along life's narrow way
He lives, He lives,
Salvation to impart
You ask me how I know He lives?
He lives within my heart
Alfred Henry Ackley (1887-1960)
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• Please pass on email Devotions 1-4 to any of your friends and families. If
they want to get the devotions regularly until COV19 is over then let me
know and I am happy to add their names and e mail addresses. They can
contact me direct any time.
• The Rev Mary Whittaker the Secretary/Treasurer of The Scottish Deaf
Churches Together has told me that the annual SDCT Conference in
Coatbridge on 29th – 31st May has been cancelled. The new dates might be
later this year or possibly next year.
• There is a weekly signed and subtitled worship services at Claremont
Parish Church each Sunday at 10.30 am. Or can be watched any time
through the week on this link:
https://www.claremontparishchurch.co.uk/sundays/live-stream
• If you want to read past Devotions weeks 1 to 4 and also the JRM Deaf
Church Quarterly Newsletters and Queen’s Park Govanhill monthly
newsletters go to the Queen’s Park Govanhill Church website:https://qpgpc.com/church-magazine/
• qpgpc.com/jrm/
• www.qpgpc.com
NOTE : You must use Ctrl + Click to follow the above links.
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Go in peace and may the blessings of God Almighty
The Father, Son and Holy Spirit
Be with you today, tomorrow and always.
Amen
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