Devotion – Week 4

Sunday 12th April 2020 – Easter Sunday
Hello to all my dear friends of John Ross Memorial Deaf Church.
I hope you have enjoyed reading these devotional notes 1 to 3 and continue to
enjoy devotion number 4.
It will be difficult for many of us who are elderly and have underlying health
issues eg hearts, lungs, kidneys and diabetes and we have to be careful and best
to stay at home and find help with your shopping and picking up prescriptions
etc. The NHS have told us all to be safe by staying at home and where possible
work from home and this has given me some ideas!

The Wedding
Rev Richard Durno working from home
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Welcome to this Easter Sunday Devotion.
Jesus Christ has risen today Hallelujah!
Hallelujah is a Hebrew word and is made up of two words.

Hallelu
Jah

= Let us praise
= God

“I am the resurrection. I am life.” John 11: 25
So this morning let us praise God that today is the day that we remember Jesus
who rose from the dead and has defeated death and is alive for ever in our hearts
and minds.
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John Chapter 20 verses 1 to 9 EVD
Some Followers Find Jesus’ tomb Empty.
1 Early on Sunday morning Mary Magdalene went to the tomb where Jesus
body was. It was still dark. Mary saw that the large stone that covered the
entrance was moved away.
2 So Mary ran to Simon Peter and the other follower (the one Jesus loved).
Mary said, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb. We don’t know where
they put him.”
3 So Peter and the other follower started going to the tomb.
4 They were both running, but the other follower ran faster than Peter. So the
other follower reached the tomb first.
5 The follower bent down and looked in. He saw the pieces of linen cloth lying
there, but he did not go in.
6 Then Simon Peter came from behind him. Peter went into the tomb. He saw
the pieces of linen lying there.
7 He also saw the cloth that had been around Jesus’ head. The cloth was folded
up and laid in a different place from the pieces of linen.
8 Then the other follower went in. This was the follower that had reached the
tomb first. He saw what had happened and believed.
9 (These followers did not yet understand from the Scriptures that Jesus must
rise from death.)

May God bless this reading of his most Holy Words and to His name be all
glory and praise. Amen
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Easter Sunday
Stone rolled back from the tomb.
An angel appears.
The guards are shaken rigid with fear.
Women arrive at dawn with sweet-smelling spices for the body.
They speak to two angels.

1. Think of Mary Magdalene

1. Think of Mary Magdalene. We have Mary Magdalene, for her the return of
Jesus removed her fears. We don’t know exactly what her fears were but we do
know that before meeting Jesus she was possessed of devils and we do know that
Jesus had driven them away and she knew that as long as she was with him she
could stop the temptations of evil living. Mary could beat the powers of evil that
tried to rule her life. When Jesus died Mary lost her confidence. When Mary went
to the tomb she hears that word “Mary” and sees the risen Jesus and her fears flee,
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her heart swells in JOY knowing that she is safe and her master Jesus is alive. We
all know that we, alone, cannot fight the power of evil. We have known that if
Jesus is absent from our life then his power die in our hearts. Today he is risen.
Today he lifts you and I up and tenderly calls us “I am risen, I am alive and I am
with you.”

2. Think of Peter. He was guilty of denying Jesus three times. This means that
Peter said that he did not know Jesus. It was Thursday night and Jesus heard
Peter’s words and said nothing as he turned and looked at him. Since then Peter
had been in despair. Peter must have felt awful. The shame and remorse he must
have felt. Peter had wrecked his life. Then Jesus came back and Peter knew all is
well for no matter what Peter had done Jesus was still willing to forgive Peter.
How many of us here have said and done bad things and have wounded Jesus in
a thousand different ways. If we look inside of ourselves we would see enough
things that would make us feel as ashamed like Peter.
Then today, comes the Easter message that Jesus has risen and he is not dead. We
have not killed him by our sins but he has come back into all of our lives, your
life and mine. Jesus invites us all to follow him to the end of our days. This is the
joy above all joys on this Easter day.
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3. Finally we look at Thomas. Thomas was a cynic (meaning he was only
interested in himself) and a person who needed proof before he would believe. In
John 11:6 It was Thomas who said “We will go (Jerusalem) too. We will die
with Jesus in Judea.” But Thomas disappeared and when he heard Jesus was
alive after crucifixion he doubted and said “I will not believe it until I see the
nail holes in his hands. And I will not believe until I put my finger where the
nails were and put my hand into his side.” John 20:25
Jesus showed Thomas his hands, his feet and side and Thomas believed! Many
people say they are Christians but do not believe in the message so they cannot
experience the joy of Easter and the resurrection of Jesus. Are we all like Thomas
who doubts and need proof. Are we like Peter, when we are asked if we are
followers of Jesus, we say no no! So we deny (no no) being a Christian or we
deny (no no) being a follower of Jesus?
Perhaps we should all be like Mary Magdalene who is a forever faithful servant
and friend of Jesus in life, death and resurrection.

Jesus said, “Teach those people to obey everything that I have told you. You can
be sure that I will be with you always. I will continue with you until the end of
the world.” Matthew 28:20
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Adoration.
“Heavenly Father
You are a wonderful God
Your mercy is new every day and
Your love is always around us.
Prayer of Confession.
Father we so often fail you
We fail to talk to you through prayers
We fail to help people when we should
We fail to study the bible when we ought to
We fail to have you in our thoughts when we wake up in the morning
We fail to thank you for your love and support when we go to sleep at night.
Forgive us Father through the blood of Jesus Christ your Son.
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Prayer of Thanksgiving.
For good food and clean water that we have every day, thank you
For doctors and nurses that look after patients in hospitals, thank you
For postal workers, bin collection workers carrying on with work, thank you
For the supermarket workers providing food and other important frontline
workers, thank you
For farm workers bringing farm foods to the supermarkets, thank you.
Today is Easter Sunday morning and the sun has risen, thank you
Today is Resurrection day, you give us hope of salvation, thank you
Your words in the Gospel give us all encouragement, thank you
Your words in the Gospel give us all encouragement, thank you
Above all we thank you for the resurrection of your son Jesus on Easter Sunday.
On this Resurrection Sunday. We hear in our minds the cry:
“Jesus Christ is risen today, Halleluljah……………….thank you!
Prayer for others.
In our minds we see the Gospel (Good News) words that speak of promise,
In our hearts Lord we hear the cry “Welcome! God bless the One that comes in
the name of the Lord!”
Father today we walk with hope in our hearts as we trust in your promise.
Holy Week journey has now ended and we feel blessed by Jesus who rose again
We pray for all our families and friends we cannot see or meet them because we
have to stay at home
We pray that they are all safe from this dangerous virus
We pray Lord that the experts find a way of getting rid of COVID -19
Pray for the leaders in both governments who have difficult jobs to do.
Pray for the health experts advising the MPs and MSPs what to do to help us.
Pray for the early recovery of the Prime Minister (Boris Johnston) who is now
out of ICU (Intensive Care Unit) but still in hospital.
Pray for the First Minister (Nicola Sturgeon) and her team and continue to
protect them and give them wisdom and understanding to make right decisions.
Protect all the retired doctors and nurses who have come back to work to help.
Protect all the newly graduated doctors from various Universities as they are
sent immediately to the front line to help the NHS.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer
May the risen Jesus our Lord be with us today, tomorrow and always. Amen”
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HYMN: CH4 No 419
Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son;
endless is the victory, thou o’er death hast won;
angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away,
kept the folded grave clothes where thy body lay.
Chorus
Thine be the glory, risen conquering Son,
Endless is the victory, thou o’er death hast won.
Lo! Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb;
Lovingly he greets us, scatters fear and gloom;
let the Church with gladness, hymns of triumph sing;
for her Lord now liveth, death hath lost its sting.
Chorus:
Thine be the glory, risen conquering Son,
Endless is the victory, thou o’er death hast won.
No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of life;
life is naught without thee; aid us in our strife;
make us more than conquerors, through thy deathless love:
bring us safe through Jordan to thy home above.
Chorus:
Thine be the glory, risen conquering Son,
Endless is the victory, thou o’er death hast won.
Edmond Budry (1854 – 1932)
Translated Richard Birch Hoyle (1875-1939)
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• Please pass on email Devotions 1, 2 and 3 to any of your friends and
families. If they want to get the devotions regularly until COV19 is over
then let me know and I am happy to add their names and e mail addresses.
They can contact me direct any time.
• The Rev Mary Whittaker the Secretary/Treasurer of The Scottish Deaf
Churches Together has told me that the annual SDCT Conference in
Coatbridge on 29th – 31st May has been cancelled. The new dates might be
later this year or possibly next year.
• There is a weekly signed and subtitled worship services at Claremont
Parish Church each Sunday at 10.30 am. Or can be watched any time
through the week on this link:
https://www.claremontparishchurch.co.uk/sundays/live-stream
• Passion Play: (Message from our friends at Claremont Parish
Church.) “We cannot be holding our usual Good Friday drop in
reflection this year. One opportunity though is Drama Kirk’s production
of “The Passion of Jesus” will be broadcast live on YouTube on Good
Friday (10th April) at 3.15pm. It will be available on the following
link”:
• https://www.youtube.com/HamiltonOld/live
Drama Kirk also hope to have a catch-up recording as well as one with
British Sign Language interpretation available from Easter Saturday (11th
April) at 2.30pm on this link:
• https://www.youtube.com/HamiltonOld/
• If you want to read past JRM Deaf Church Quarterly Newsletters and
Queen’s Park Govanhill monthly newsletters go to:https://qpgpc.com/church-magazine/
NOTE : You must use Ctrl + Click to follow the above links.
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Go in peace and may the blessings of God Almighty
The Father, Son and Holy Spirit
Be with you today, tomorrow and always.
Amen
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