Devotion – Week 3
Sunday 5th April 2020 – Palm Sunday
Holy Week
Hello to all my dear friends of John Ross Memorial Deaf Church.
I hope you will enjoy reading these devotional notes. You can read these notes
every day through the week.
I hope that you are all well and keeping safe from the Covid19 virus. Difficult
times so far and difficult times will come but remember 4 things:

1. Stay at home except for food shopping and exercise.
2. Wash your hands.
3. It is important that we don’t feel down (depressed) but think
positive at all times.
4. Pray at all times to our God the Father in heaven for love,
comfort, help and support and do not be afraid of
tomorrow………
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John Chapter 12: 12 - 13
Jesus Enters Jerusalem
12 The next day the people in Jerusalem heard that Jesus was coming there. These
were the many people that had come to the Passover festival (they ate a special
meal on this day every year to remember that God freed them from slavery in
Egypt in the time of Moses.)
13 The people took branches of palm trees and went out to meet Jesus. The people
shouted
“Praise Him!
Welcome! God bless the One that comes
In the name of the Lord!
God bless the King of Israel!”
Psalm 118:25-26
May God bless this reading of His Holy Words. Amen
Introduction:
Today (5th April) should have been our Quarterly Communion Service in our
Glasgow Deaf Church but sadly it is not. We are all still apart and keeping
ourselves safe at home. The Coronavirus is still here and a threat and danger to
all our daily living. Please don’t be alarmed but stay positive minded and ………
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Sunday 5th April
Today is Palm Sunday and I want to share with you about this week. Palm Sunday
is the beginning of the Holy Week and the last week of Jesus’ life on earth before
his crucifixion and death on Good Friday.
Holy week is a busy week and the bible tells us so many things about Jesus’ last
week as he walks to the cross.
Saying Goodbye.
Jesus knew things were coming to a head. The time for teaching was over. It
was time to act. He set out for Jerusalem – to celebrate the great Passover
Festival and to face whatever lay ahead.
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Riding into Jerusalem.
Jesus had prepared carefully for entry into the great city. He sent two disciples
on ahead with instructions to find a donkey which was ready and waiting for
Jesus to ride. As the crowds of people moved towards Jerusalem saw that it was
Jesus, they began to chant. ‘Welcome! ‘God bless the king that comes in the
name of the Lord!’ Luke 19: 38
They threw their cloaks on the ground in front of the donkey and waved palm
leaves in the traditional welcome for an important person.
Instructions and promises.
During their last few days together, Jesus spent time with his closest disciples.
He had some important things to tell them, to prepare them for the future.
The plot (plan) against Jesus. - Wednesday, 8th April
During the Holy Week (Passover week) in Jerusalem, the chief priests and the
elders met together. They all agreed that Jesus must die. But it must be done
quietly. They needed an ‘inside man’: someone who knew Jesus well.

Luckily for the authorities, Judas Iscariot, one of Jesus’ disciples was prepared
to help. At a secret meeting a price of thirty silver coins (Around £5 in today’s
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money) was agreed and Judas promised to find a place where Jesus could be
arrested secretly.

Last Supper
Maundy Thursday – 9th April. This was the day when Jesus and his 12 disciples
had their Last Supper together. This was their Last Supper but our first Holy
Communion or Eucharist. This was also the day when Jesus washed his disciples
feet. After the Supper Jesus gave a new commandment: “Love each other. You
must love each other like I loved you.” John 13:34 (EVD). The Latin word for
commandment is ‘mandatum’ where the word Maundy comes from.

Good Friday – 10th April We remember this day as the time when Jesus was
arrested, crucified and died.
Easter Day – 12th April. This is a special day when Jesus rose from the tomb
on the third day and is alive forever more. Hallelujah, praise the Lord!
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Sun rise on Easter Morning

“Jesus Christ is risen today, Halleluljah!” CH4 Hymn 410

“I am the resurrection. I am life.” John 11: 25
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“Dear Father in Heaven
You are precious to us, thank you.
You gave us all the beauty of life to enjoy, thank you.
We know you are with us when the sun rises in the morning
We know you are with us when the sun sets in the evening.
Today is Easter Sunday and the sun has risen, thank you.
Today is Resurrection day, you give us hope of salvation.
Your words in the Gospel give us all encouragement, thank you.
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On this Palm Sunday. We hear the cry: Hosanna!
In our minds we see the Gospel words that speak of promise,
In our hearts Lord we hear the cry…………
“Welcome! God bless the One that comes in the name of the Lord!”
Father today we journey in hope in our hearts as we trust in your promise.
Lord, as we journey now into the Holy Week,
We know we are part of the life and work of the world.
We feel the presence of people who are near to us,
We also feel the presence of people who are far apart from us.
Near, far, wherever they are hug us all in your love.
Father God, we must not forget the very important life and work
of people in our world
We need them to help us all to stay well and alive
We pray for many important people who are helping us:
For delivery drivers and posties,
For refuse collectors and cleaners,
For police officers and care workers,
For fire and rescue officers
Protect them and keep them safe.
For nurses and doctors,
For scientists and surgeons,
For midwives and ambulance drivers,
Watch over them and keep them all safe

Pray for all who are in government both the UK and Scottish governments
The Prime Minister (Boris Johnston) and his team
The First Minister (Nicola Sturgeon) and her team
Protect them and give them wisdom and understanding to make right decisions.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer
And give us all faith to journey through the Holy Week and into the unknown
future.
Make sure that the presence of the risen Jesus our Lord is with us today and
always. Amen”

HYMN: Mission Praise No 97
I serve a risen Saviour,
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He’s in the world today,
I know that He is living,
Whatever men may say;
I see His hand of mercy,
I hear His voice of cheer.
And just the time I need Him
He’s always near.
Chorus:
He lives, He lives,
Christ Jesus lives today!
He walks with me and talks with me
Along life’s narrow way.
He lives, He lives salvation to impart!
You ask me how I know He lives?
He lives within my heart.
In all the world around me
I see His loving care,
And tho’ my heart grows weary
I never will despair;
I know that He is leading,
Thro’ all the stormy blast,
The day of His appearing
Will come at last.
Chorus:
Rejoice, rejoice, O Christian,
Lift up your voice and sing
Eternal hallelujahs
To Jesus Christ the King!
The hope of all who seek Him,
The help of all who find
None other is so loving
So good and kind.
Chorus:
Written by A.H. Ackley (1887 – 1960)
Copyright © 1933 Homer A. Rodeheaver
Word Music (UK)
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• Please pass on email Devotions 1, 2 and 3 to any of your friends and
families. If they want to get the devotions regularly until COV19 is over
then let me know and I am happy to add their names and e mail addresses.
They can contact me direct any time.
• The Rev Mary Whittaker the Secretary/Treasurer of The Scottish Deaf
Churches Together has told me that the annual SDCT Conference in
Coatbridge on 29th – 31st May has been cancelled. The new dates might be
later this year or possibly next year.
• There is a weekly signed and subtitled worship services at Claremont
Parish Church each Sunday at 10.30 am. Or can be watched any time
through the week.
Google on: www.claremontparishchurch.co.uk/livestream

Go in peace and may the blessings of God Almighty
The Father, Son and Holy Spirit
Be with you today, tomorrow and always.
Amen
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