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The Church is not closed! 
 

Christ’s Church is not closed! 

The doors may be shut and locked, the lights out in the building 

up the street 

But the Church isn’t closed. 

We may be told to stay at home, self isolate, 

We may be ill or too frail to come, 

We may be disillusioned with the institution, or with God 

But the Church isn’t closed 
 

The Church cannot close because it is not a building. 

The church is YOU, and me, and every child of God 

Who feels the tug of His love and senses His presence, 

Even in the darkness, even in loneliness, 

Even in fear or sorrow. 
 

The Church is open, though the building is closed. 

It will stay open as long as His children stay open to God, 

And seek his presence wherever they may be 

 

This day Christ says to you, 

“I am with you always”. 

So take this moment to enjoy his companionship, 

To be still, to give thanks and to hand over your cares 

And know that you do so in company with God’s family, 

not only in our building but all over the world. 

 

Alison Britchfield  

17 March 2020 
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       YOUR MONTHLY  

MAGAZINE 

 

My original intention after  

succeeding Malcolm  

MacSween as editor had been 

to maintain the magazine’s  

current format in the short term 

while I learnt the ropes. Well. 

the best laid schemes …..!  
 
An urgent rethink was required 

given the restrictions imposed 

as a result of the coronavirus 

pandemic. “Business as usual” 

was not an option so this is the 

first edition of the magazine 

that has been produced solely 

for electronic or online  

distribution. 

 

Because of these exceptional 

circumstances the size of the 

magazine is smaller than  

normal with many of the  

regular features missing,  

The message from our interim 

minister is a collation of his 

emails. This is unfortunately 

due to (non corona virus)  

related health issues - David 

was very keen that we produce 

a magazine of some kind as a 

means of continuing  

communication with the  

congregation and the wider  

parish. 

 

The silver lining to this cloud is 

that by going electronic we have 

much more flexibility than 

would be the case with the  

traditional hard copy edition.  

 

So, if as seems likely, we have to  

remain electronic then I would 

be keen to have feedback on 

what should be included in the 

May magazine. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Malcolm Leitch 

Daily Bread Notes for 

April- June 2020 are  

available and subscribers 

are asked to contact  

Malcolm Leitch to  

arrange delivery.  
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From our Interim Minister 
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Dear Friends  

 

While we might be in isolation  

because of Covid-19 there are a few 

things we can do together. 

 

Pause for Prayer 
Let us all agree to pause for some 

moments of prayer for our world, 

our nation and for one another in 

Queens Park Govanhill at two 

points each day if we are able. At 

9.00am and at 7.00pm let’s pause 

for a moment and pray. And please 

make this known as widely as you 

can,  especially amongst your 

friends in our congregation. 

Light a Candle 
As you may have heard, the      

Moderator of the General Assembly 

Colin Sinclair, joined with the 

Archbishop of Canterbury in calling 

us all to a National Day of Prayer 

on Sunday 22nd March. As part of 

this we were encouraged to light a 

candle at 7.00pm that Sunday as ‘a 

visible symbol of the light of life, 

Jesus Christ, our source and hope in 

prayer.’ Colin and the other church 

leaders said  ‘at such a time as this, 

when so many are fearful and there 

is great uncertainty, we are          

reminded of our dependence on our 

loving Heavenly 

Father and the 

future that he 

holds.’ 

Pastoral  

Emergencies 
While I am, of 

necessity, not 

able to make direct face to face      

contact with anyone, I remain        

contactable by phone or email etc in 

the case of any matter of  pastoral   

urgency. My contact details have been 

made available on the website, the 

Facebook page, the church answering      

service and on notices outside the 

church. 

Countering selfishness 

 Sadly, it is to be expected that in any 

challenging time there will be those 

who respond out of selfishness, who 

act thoughtlessly and who behave   

irresponsibly.  We will all be appalled 

at reports of pubs refusing to close, 

people who are (not unreasonably) 

going out in this nice weather getting 

far too close to one another, the  

disgraceful; scenes in some  

supermarkets and the greedy  

profiteering of some (thankfully few) 

providers of necessities. But there 

have also been some outstanding    



 

 
 

 

instances of sacrificial kindness and 

small acts of generosity.  
 

My wife, Jane, told the story in her 

webcast recently of the man who had 

gone to the supermarket to buy some 

supplies for his community foodbank. 

He had forgotten to take account of the  

limitation in this supermarket to three 

items of any specific good and had six 

of one item in his basket. The chap at 

the checkout quite rightly said he 

couldn’t put the extra three items 

through, in spite of the man’s  

explanation that it was for the  

foodbank. So the woman behind in the 

queue said ‘put them through as part of 

my basket and I will pay for them’. 
 

It is by such small acts of kindness and 

generosity – and not simply by  

complaining about selfish actions – that 

we will counter the worst examples of 

behaviour. 
 

What act of kindness or generosity 

might each of us consider? 

Government Advice 
Both the Prime Minster and  the First 

Minister have  made statements with 

much advice in them. Of the many 

things they each said, two things struck 

me; the first was the importance of 

maintaining a 2 metre distance between 

ourselves and others. 
 

A few Days ago I received a  

delivery of a parcel from Amazon 

and it was left at my door while the 

delivery person retreated to a safe 

distance (or was that just because 

of our fierce dogs?!?). Do bear in 

mind this important principle and 

note that it may have implications 

for some of our remaining  

congregational ministries. 
 

The other comment that both made 

was with regard to the  extended 

limitations on movement and    

contact with legal powers to       

enforce these. Depending on      

exactly what these turnout to be, 

there will be further implications 

for our individual lives, our          

opportunities to reach out to  others 

and –potentially the Foodbank and 

Club 170. 

Keep well, keep praying, keep an 

appropriate ‘social distance’ and 

keep in touch with folks! 
 

Every blessing. 
 

Yours,   

 

David 

 

Revd David Denniston 

Interim Minister (West Region) 
 

07903 926727 
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From our Session Clerk 
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Covid-19 
 

Where to Start?  The situation seems 
to be changing by the hour, so I  
expect that anything I write will be 
completely out of date by the time 
you read it. 
 

Everyone will be aware that the 
church building closed for worship 
and activities by all groups on  
Monday 16th March. Our Interim 
Minister David is working very 
hard, keeping us up to date with  
information from the government, 
NHS Scotland, and from the Church 
of Scotland; thankfully it all seems 
to be fairly consistent. 
 

He is also contacting members who 
are unwell of in need of support by 
phone and email; and preparing  
services to be accessible on line 
through the Church website,  
Facebook page, You Tube, and any 
other platform available. Many 
thanks also to Euan for uploading 
these and to Lynn for playing piano 
so we can sing along to the Hymns. 
 

The first on line service was really 
good and viewed more than 120 
times, representing approximately 
twice the numbers who normally 
attend a morning service. What does 
that tell us about church?  Perhaps 
just confirms church is not a  
building, but people in Fellowship. 
 

Elders are doing their best to keep in 
touch with members by phone, email 
or letter. If anyone is in need of  

anything, do let your elder know, 
and we will do our best to provide 
whatever is needed.  Contact them 
by phone, email or letter. 
 

By the time this appears we may 
very well be in national “lock down” 
and confined to our homes almost 
completely. At the time of writing 
the Foodbank is still operating on a 
fortnightly basis and Club 170 are 
providing a “takeaway” service on a 
Sunday from 5.00 – 5.30 p.m.  
Whether or not this can continue is 
unclear, but enormous thanks are 
due to all the volunteers who have 
made this possible so far. 
 

I have encouraged Elders to phone, 
email or write to members to keep in 
touch to support people and reduce 
feelings of isolation. I would also 
encourage keeping in touch with 
each other similarly. Remember how 
exciting it was to get a letter from a 
penpal? We may all have a lot of 
time on our hands, writing to friends 
is a great way to pass the time. 
 

Remember however worrying times 
are, as God said to Joshua “Be 
Strong, Be Brave, for I, the Lord am 
with you” 
 
Stay Safe and 
Keep Well 
 

Jo Gibb, Session 

Clerk. 
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 From the Finance Team 
 

The advent of the Corona Virus has 
caused all of us to change many things 
with which we were familiar.  You 
will know the specific changes which 
affect you. I am self isolating at  
Maidens with Patricia and missing all 
the social contacts I normally make 
each week. 
 

One of these is meeting each week at 
church and I am missing seeing your 
bright cheery faces as much as you 
probably are missing mine!!   
 

One other of the many consequences 
of no church worship on Sundays at 
QPG is that income to the church has 
dropped dramatically. It is not  
possible for you to make your  
financial offering each week if you 
use Weekly Freewill Offering  
envelopes or the Open Plate. 
 

Unfortunately the expenses of our 
church carry on even if income is  
reduced and the building is closed. 
Our staff need to be supported, David 
our Minister, Lynn our Organist and 
Liz our Halls Cleaner/ Caretaker.  We 
have expensive insurance premiums to 
keep up on our buildings at 170 
Queens Drive and Daisy St.  We have 
reduced heating to a minimum and 
kept other expenses as low as  
possible. However, these expenses 
still cost us over £10,000 each month. 
 

Our only guaranteed income at  
present is £2,000 per month from 24  
members and adherents who  

contribute via bank standing order. If 
more members were able to set up a 
weekly or monthly standing order 
that would greatly help us to bridge 
the gap. 
 

It's very simple to do. If you have a 
bank account you just have to  
instruct your bank to pay to QPG a 
certain amount each week or each 
month. All you need is the church 
bank details which are as follows 
 

Sort code  80  15  59 

Account No 00404900 
 

and use your WFO envelopes  
number as a reference. You can give 
your bank your instruction by calling 
in to your branch or by telephone or 
via the internet. 
 

I am delighted that a number of 
members have already set up a new 
standing order in the last few days 
and it would make a big difference if 
more could follow that example. 
 

If you need any help or have any 
questions don't hesitate to contact me 
by text to 0780 350 6221 or  
telephone 01655 332588 or 
email rlmrlmac@gmail.com.   
 
Any interruption to boring  
sunbathing at Maidens 
would be delightful. 
 

Lindsay Macqueen 

Finance Team 
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EGYPT 
People close to detained Coptic 

human rights activist Rami Kamil 

have allegedly been harassed by 

the Egyptian authorities. 

Mr Kamil was arrested in  

November 2019 and is facing  

unfounded accusations related to 

terrorism and national security. 

His detention has been extended 

on multiple occasions, despite the 

fact he has still not been formally 

charged or tried. It is widely  

believed Mr Kamil is being  

targeted because of his human 

rights work documenting  

violations of the right to freedom 

of religion or belief. 

 

The security services have targeted 

Mr Kamil’s friends, lawyers and 

supporters with direct threats and 

harassment, both in person and 

online  

 

MYANMAR 

A total of 21 villagers were killed 

and about two dozen injured when 

military jets opened fire on four 

majority Christian villages in Chin 

State, Myanmar (Burma) over the 

weekend. 

 

Eyewitness said twelve people 

were killed in the first attack on 

two villages in Paletwa Township 

HOW  OTHER  CHRISTIANS  HAVE  TO  LIVE 

by Myanmar Army planes on 14 

March. A further eight people 

died the following day in an air-

strike on two other villages. The 

attacks caused about 2,000  

residents to flee to a nearby 

town. 

 

LESBOS 

A small church on the Greek  

island of Lesbos was damaged on 

2 March by unknown vandals. 

Local press reports said the  

damage to the interior of the 

well-loved church near Moria 

village had caused much sadness 

in the area. The vandals also 

wrecked historic Christian  

religious items and furniture in 

the church, which residents say 

has been vandalised several 

times in the recent past. No  

arrests have been made for the 

latest attack. 

 

The situation is tense on Lesbos, 

where clashes are taking place 

almost daily between police and 

migrants at the Moria refugee 

camp, who are protesting about 

overcrowded conditions. The 

camp was originally intended to 

hold 3,000 refugees, who arrived 

on the island by boat mostly 

from Afghanistan and Syria, but  

numbers have soared to 19,000 

in the last six months. 



Daisy Street Update 
 

People may have read an article in The 

Evening Times Recently reporting that a 

community organisation was involved in 

“rescuing “ a vital community building in 

Govanhill, e.g. the Daisy Street building, 

owned by the Church. 
 

As you may be aware, the building was 

closed on safety grounds in December 

2018 and in March 2019 Kirk Session 

resolved to dispose of the building as per 

the Presbytery plan by selling it. 
 

In March 2019 I attended a meeting at 

Glasgow Presbytery with representatives 

of the General Trustees, members of  

Presbytery and representatives of  

Glasgow City Council, Govanhill  

Housing association and The Govanhill 

Development Trust. During the discussion 

it was agreed that in principle The  

General Trustees rather than putting the 

building on the open market, would  

negotiate with a consortium consisting of 

representatives of the other groups present 

with a view to transferring ownership of 

the building to them as “preferred  

bidders” to be used for the benefit of the 

community. This was in the light of the 

efforts made by the congregation to  

develop the building, and recognising that 

the congregation of Queens Park  

Govanhill did not have the resources to 

adequately develop the building and bring 

it back into use. 
 

Since this meeting no one from Queen’s 

Park Govanhill has been party to or  

informed of any discussions relating to 

the building. On behalf of the Kirk  

Session I have written to the General 

Trustees and representatives of the  

Consortium from time to time asking for 

updates, and reminding them that as a 
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congregation we are still responsible for 

ensuring the building is wind and  

watertight and for insuring it, at  

considerable cost. 
 

Representatives from the consortium 

made an appointment to visit the  

building on the 29th January 2020, but 

unfortunately were unable to attend at 

the arranged time.  They have indicated 

that they still wish to view the building 

and will get in touch when they wish to 

do so. 
 

From the press article it is clear that the 

consortium has commissioned another 

Feasibility Study at the cost of £20,000 

and are proposing a first phase of work 

at an estimated cost of £400,000. 
 

This is a source of frustration to many of 

us particularly given that in 2018 before 

the building was closed , and influencing 

the decision of Session to dispose of the 

building we had a feasibility study done 

which suggested that rewiring,  

replumbing, and internal re painting  

allowing the sanctuary space to be 

heated would cost an estimated 

£850,000. This information was passed 

to the Consortium in March 2019. 
 

Due to the current Covid 19 situation 

there is unlikely to be any progress for 

the foreseeable future but I can assure 

everyone I will do what I can to pursue 

the matter. 

Jo Gibb,  Session Clerk 



LIGHT  HEARTED  CORNER 
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was ecstatic and finished his round  

in his lowest ever score, walking on 

air in a cloud of absolute  

happiness. 

Meanwhile, a row was raging in 

Heaven.  St Peter was going  

ballistic at God.  “Why are you  

letting this miserable backslider 

have  a game of golf on a Sunday 

when he should be taking the  

service at church?  And not only 

that you let him have two holes in 

one and his lowest ever score.”   

“Ah,” said God, “but who is he  

going to be able to tell.” 

 

The Grim Reaper came for me last 

night, and I beat him off with a  

vacuum cleaner. Talk about Dyson 

with death. 

  
 A friend of mine recently  

admitted to being addicted to 

brake fluid. When I quizzed him 

on it he reckoned he could stop any 

time.... 
 
I went to the cemetery yesterday to 

lay some flowers on a grave. 

As I was standing there I noticed 

four grave diggers walking about 

with a coffin. Three hours later 

and they're still walking about 

with it. I thought to myself, they've 

lost the plot!! 

 

Statistically, 6 out of 7 dwarfs are 

not Happy. 

The wedding ceremony was  

reaching its most crucial part.  The 

church was jam packed with  

relatives and friends.  The minister 

got to the bit where he came to 

these tense filled words “Is there 

anyone here who knows of any  

reason why these two people should 

not be wed?”  There was absolute 

silence and then from the back pew 

a young lady carrying a new born 

baby in her arms walked up the 

centre aisle.  The bride turned 

round with a look of horror on her 

face.  The groom started to sweat 

and shake.  When the young lady 

reached the wedding party the  

Minister, in some trepidation, 

asked her, “have you anything to 

say,”  

She replied, “yes, minister, could 

you speak up. We 

can’t hear you at 

the back.” 

 

 

The minister, not ours, got up one 

Sunday morning, saw it was a 

lovely day and decided he wasn’t 

going to work that day.  A game of 

golf sounded much better.  The golf 

course was empty because  

everyone was at church, ha, ha, ha, 

so he set off himself.  At the eighth 

hole he had a hole in one, the very 

first one he had ever had.  He was 

jumping with joy. At the fifteenth 

hole he had another hole in one.  He 



My neighbour 

knocked on my 

door at 2:30am 

this morning, can 

you believe that, 

2:30am?! 
Luckily for him I 

was still up playing my Bagpipes. 
 

John Travolta tested negative for 

coronavirus.  It was only Saturday 

Night Fever. 
 

In an unsettling reversal of my 

teenage years, I am yelling at my 

parents for going out. 
 

I managed to get one loo roll from 

Tesco.  I feel sorry for the next  

person to use the customer toilet.   
 

During a heated discussion, Jo says 

to Lynn “ You must learn to       

embrace your mistakes”                                   

In response she gave him a big hug. 

If you needed 144 rolls of toilet   

paper to see you through a period 

of self isolation you should have 

been going to the doctor long      

before Covid-19. 

How do you explain to your   

grandchildren that someone eating 

bat soup in China caused a toilet 

roll crisis.                                     

What happens to a frog's car when 

it breaks down? 

It gets toad away.  

Tae a Virus 

 
Twa months ago, we didna ken 
Yer name or ocht aboot ye 
But lots of things have changed 
since then, 
I really must salute ye. 
 

Yer spreading rate is quite  
intense, Yer feeding like a gannet 
Disruption caused, is so immense, 
Ye’ve shaken oor wee planet. 
 

Corona used to 
be a beer, 
they garnished 
it wi limes 
But noo it’s 
filled us a’ wae 
fear,These days 
are scary times. 
 

Nae shakin hauns, or peckin lips, 
It’s what they a’ advise 
But scrub them weel, richt tae the 
tips, 
That’s how we’ll a’ survive 
 

Just stay in the hoose ye bide 
Nae sneakin oot for strolls 
Just check the lavvy every oor 
And stock-take your loo rolls 
 

Oor holidays have been pit aff 
Noo that’s the Jet2 patter 
Pit oan your thermais, ha’e a laugh 
And paddle ‘doon the water. 
 

Canary Isles, no’ for a while 
Nae need for suntan cream 
And a’ because of this wee bug 
We ken. 
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  NONAGENERIAN 

 
On Sunday 15th March, the last  

Sunday worship in church because 

of  Covid- 19, Alastair Moss  

celebrated his 90th birthday. 

 

At church, a large number of his 

family and friends worshipped with 

us that morning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Asked to what he owed his great  

longevity, Alastair replied, “Only 

the good die young.  I have a long 

time to go yet.”  Everyone present 

agreed. 

 

We look forward to celebrating 

with him when he gets his telegram 

from the Queen, or King! 
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BREAKING NEWS……. 
 

 …..Our Interim Minister, David, is 
now home recuperating after a  
number of severe nose bleeds. He 
will be off sick for at least two weeks 
and possibly four, but is on the mend. 
Remember him in your prayers. 
 

…. the foodbank will continue to  
operate fortnightly and Club 170 
will operate a packed food takeaway 
service on Sunday afternoons week 
to week depending on availability of 
supplies. Only volunteers not in at 
risk groups will be able to operate 
services.  Remember those involved. 
 

….One of our members, Mrs Irene 
Hall, latterly of 18 Herriet Court, has 
died.  Remember her family in your 
prayers. 
 

…. One of our adherents, Alistair 
Rooney, has also died.  For those 
who can’t place him he used to sit in 
the back pews with his friend  
Margaret Weston.  Pray for Margaret 
 

….A number of our members and 
adherents have been ill, Gavin 
McNae, Rhona Hughes, Jean  
Crawford, Tommy Crawford, John 
Carvil and there are possibly others 
of whom we have not heard. Please 
remember them in your prayers. 
 

….Some of our members have lost 
their jobs as a result of the crisis,  
others are in the frontline of  
providing services for those who are 
ill or isolated.  Please pray for them 
all. 



 

 

 

 

APRIL  2020 
 

Seeing is believing 
 

The Very Rev Dr Derek Browning reflects on the place of doubt – and love – 

in the Easter story. 
 

Children and Communion 
 

Jackie Macadam looks at the experience of churches actively involving      

children in communion services. 
 

From D’oyly Carte to Dunfermline 
 

Jackie Macadam meets opera singer and elder Frances McCafferty. 
 

Scotland 2020 
 

In the second part of our series considering the changing face of Scotland 

since the millennium, Thomas Baldwin looks at the Church of Scotland 

and art. 
 

The challenge ahead 
 

In a special series celebrating the 50th anniversary of the Church of  

Scotland’s SRT, the Rev Dr Alistair Donald considers Artificial  

Intelligence. 
 

God and money 
 

Alan Boyd, a young elder and stewardship convener, shares his faith  

journey and highlights the importance of giving to the Church. 
 

Nurturing Communities 
 

The Rev Dr Martin Fair highlights Paul’s fears – and his relief – about 

the fledging Christian community in Thessalonica. 
 

Under par 
 

The Very Rev Dr John Chalmers reflects on the importance of good mental 

health 
 

All this, and reviews, crosswords, youth column, bible study, church    

registers and much more. News from the church – national and world 

wide. 
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INTIMATIONS 
 
 

1. Cases of illness or urgent pastoral need should be 

 intimated without  delay to the Minister. 

 

2. Any person who would like to become a communicant 

 member of the church should speak to the Minister. 
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TREASURER’S REPORT  TO  24TH  MAR  2020 
     

   Open Plate    £        485 
   Freewill Offerings   £     1,845 
   Gift Aid Freewill Offerings  £   12,265 
   Total      £   14,595 
   Average per Sunday (12 weeks)  £     1,216 
 

 

NO FURTHER INCOME EXPECTED IN THE NEAR FUTURE FROM 

OPEN PLATE OR FREEWILL OFFERINGS.  TO HELP, PLEASE 

SEE PAGE 7 . 
 

 

OTHER  INCOME 
 

Donation from Member   £30 
Donation from Coffee Stop   £1250 (£500 to church Funds) 
                         (£500 to Mary’s Meals) 
          (£250 to Summer Mission) 
Donation to Leprosy Mission   £26 
Donation from Member   £100    (£50 to Barnabas Fund) 
          (£50 to Scot. Bible Society) 
 
M. Borland, Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GENERAL  FABRIC  FUND 
 

Balance at 1/1/20      £  6,830 
+ Income         £     968 
                        £  7,798 
Expenditure       £  1,351 
Balance at 24/3/20     £  6,447 



OFFICEBEARERS 
 
 

 INTERIM MINISTER  Rev David Denniston           07903 926727  

 SESSION CLERK   Mr Jo Gibb     638 5768 

 FABRIC  TEAM        Mr. Euan Gibb    638 5768  

 HOSPITALITY  TEAM Miss Morag Reid    440 7406 

 PASTORAL  TEAM       Miss Lexa Boyle   427 3999  

 MISSION  TEAM          Miss Lynn Flower    631 4964    

 PRAYER  TEAM           

 MINISTRY TEAM        
 MUSIC & DRAMA TEAM    Mrs Lynn Gibb    638 5768 

 FINANCE  TEAM  Mr Lindsay Macqueen       01655 332588     

 ADMIN / OFFICE  TEAM     Mrs Rhona Hughes        at Church Office 

 EDUCATION  TEAM      Mr Malcolm Leitch  423 7501 

 TIME TALENTS MONEY TEAM      Mrs Joyce McNae 423 1897  

 YOUTH  TEAM       Miss Lynn Flower      631 4964 

 CONGREGATIONAL      Mrs. Margaret Borland  at Church Office   

 TREASURER              
 MAGAZINE  EDITOR  Mr. Malcolm Leitch   423 7501 

             malcolmleitch135@btinternet.com    
 MAGAZINE         Mrs. Rhona Hughes       at Church Office  

  DISTRIBUTION         
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