John Ross Memorial Church for Deaf People
Church Admin. Office:
37 South Portland Street
Glasgow
G5 9JL

Who’s who?

Office Telephone:
Mobile: 07748607721
Text/Voice/Voice mail

Session Clerk: Ronald MacDonald

Office Email:
RDurno@churchofscotland.org.uk

Community Minister:

Celebrated
190 Years of Worship
1822 - 2012

Rev. Richard C. Durno
DSW, CQSW, Pg Cert Pg Dip NVQ BSL Level 4

Assistant Session Clerk: Jack Giffen
Treasurer: Margaret Giffen
Roll Keeper: Evelyn Adam
Elders: Ronald MacDonald Jack Giffen
Margaret Giffen, Muriel Nairne

Website: To be confirmed

Presbytery Elder: Jack Giffen

Minister’s Home:
0141 772 1052 Text//Voice

Bible Study Convenor: Rev R. Durno

E-mail address:

Church Deaf Choir & Music: Elsie Miller DCS (retired)

richard.durno@btinternet.com

Mobile: 07748607721
Text/Voice/Voice mail

Church Officer: Vacant
Flower Convenor: Margaret Giffen
Newsletter Editor: Rev Richard Durno
Technical Assistant Pauline MacDonald
Visiting Reader: Louise Holden MA
Safeguarding Coordinator:
Margaret Whitelaw, Lenzie Union Church. Mob.Text 07795916411

Ayrshire Mission to the Deaf

Church:
Clark Street, Kilmarnock
Chaplain: The Rev Richard C Durno DSW CQSW Pg Cert Pg Dip NVQ BSL Level 4
Address: Church Admin Office, 37 South Portland Street, Glasgow, G5 9JL
Mobile:
07748607721 Text/voice/voicemail
Celebrated
Email:
richard.durno@btinternet.com
130 Years
Office Bearers:
Elder, Session Clerk & Treasurer: Thomas Bryce
1881 - 2011
Elder: Katrona Templeton Volunteer Member: Marjorie Bryce

John Ross Memorial Church for Deaf People —— The Vision Statement
“To improve Deaf people’s access to pastoral support from a minister who can use
sign language fluently, access to the Gospels preaching in a language they best
understand, namely Sign Language, and to worship with other Deaf people in easily
accessible venues.”
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E

ach year
at
the
beginning of
Lent we always look at
the
bible
about Jesus
fasting in the wilderness for 40 days and
nights just before he starts his 3 year ministry. I want us all to look at Jesus, just
after his fasting in the wilderness and
wanting to choose his 12 disciples.
t the age of 30 years Jesus started his
ministry and Jesus knew that his time
on earth was very short and he was to die 3
years later. Three years was all Jesus had
to preach God’s message. You may well
ask why Jesus did not start his ministry
much earlier. The Jewish law forbade any
man to commence his ministry until he
was 30 years of age.
esus “went up into the hills and
called to him those whom he desired
and he appointed twelve…” (Mark
13:3) Jesus chose 12 men who would help
spread God’s message. It is important that
we should remember two things about the
12 disciples.
esus called his disciples for 2 reasons.
First, he called them to be with him.
He called them to be his constant companions. Others might come and
go but the 12 men were to
stay with Jesus and live with
him all the time.

A
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J
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econdly, he called them
to send them out.

J

esus wanted the men to be his representatives. Just like today we have
travelling salesmen and they go about to
try and win orders for their firms. So the
disciples went out preaching and telling
people about the love of Jesus and to
bring people to Jesus.

J

esus gave 2 things to the disciples.
First he gave them a message. Second he gave them a power so that
people may stop to listen to them with
the voice of power from God.

J

esus is calling us to be his disciples
just like he called his 12 disciples.
Are we the people Jesus is wanting?
Will we accept Jesus’ invitation. Jesus is
needing us to communicate with deaf
people who do not know about Jesus
and do not know about the deaf church.
We need to bring more deaf people to
the deaf church to meet Jesus.

A

fter the fasting of Lent Jesus will
start his ministry of choosing his
disciples. Will you let Jesus choose
you? Are you keen to become one of
Jesus disciples?
Follow Jesus to
the cross of salvation and to eternal
life. Have a happy
and blessed Lent
and Easter. Amen
Matthew
4:19

JRM Church News

JRM Church News

In 2011 we celebrated 80th anniversary of the founding of the
John Ross Memorial Church 1931 - 2011
In 2012 we had the 190th Anniversary of the
Founding of the Deaf Church in Glasgow 1822 - 2012


History: Church services for the deaf started in 1822 and John Ross
Memorial Church was established on 17th January 1931. The current
minister, Rev Richard Durno, is the 6th ordained minister since 1931
and the 7th since 1870.



Aim: To provide access to pastoral support and worship services in
sign language for deaf people in venues nearest to their own town or
city.



Church Services: The minister provides weekly and monthly church
services in the six venues in the West of Scotland.



Areas Covered: John Ross Memorial Church covers, from its base in
Glasgow, twelve presbyteries and eight shires Glasgow, Dunbartonshire, Lanarkshire, Argyll, Inverclyde, Ayrshire,
Renfrewshire, Dumfries & Galloway.



Donations: We rely on the voluntary contributions of our members
and friends both deaf and hearing. Currently we are not self sufficient
and we depend heavily on outside sources to support our work. We
would like your help and welcome donations, grants and legacies
(Wills).



Further Information: Please contact or send your gifts to:

Rev. Richard C. Durno
Community Minister
John Ross Memorial Church for Deaf People
Church Office, 37 South Portland Street
Glasgow G5 9JL
Scottish Charity No: SC 027651

John Ross Memorial

Deaf

DSW, CQSW, Pg Cert Pg Dip NVQ BSL Level 4

Church

W

ould you like to make a
Will and leave your money
to the Deaf Church?

I

f you are planning to write a Will
(Legacy) leaving your money to
your friends, loved ones and to
charities then you might like to think about leaving
something to the deaf church. Your Legacy will help the
good work of John Ross Memorial Church for Deaf People
to carry on into the future.
Would you like to receive help and advice on how to plan
your Will? The Rev Richard Durno can meet and talk with
you privately and confidentially.
The Kirk Session and
members of John Ross
Memorial Deaf Church gives
thanks to God for the faithful
ministry of our minister the
Rev Richard Durno on the
occasion of the
30th anniversary of his
ordination on 5th July 1989.
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Church Flowers Rota 2019
here is a rota for church flowers for 2019

f you wish to remember loved ones who passed away or celebrate
your wedding anniversaries, engagements, birthdays, birth of your
babies, baptisms or just wish to give flowers then please see the
Margaret Giffen the flower convenor or elders or the minister.

2019 Scottish Deaf Churches Together
Annual Conference
Calder Avenue, Coatbridge ML5 4JS

Friday 31st May - Sunday 2nd June 2019

Marriages:
Anyone wishing to get married in Glasgow and the
West of Scotland please contact the Rev Richard
Durno text 07748607721

All welcome to attend.
Ask Rev Richard Durno or Jack Giffen for more information

Electronic Newsletters
Baptisms: “Jesus was baptised and he came up out of the
water. The sky opened, and he saw God’s Spirit coming down
on him like a dove.” Matthew 3:16
Anyone wishing Baptism in Glasgow, East Kilbride, Greenock or
Kilmarnock please contact Rev Richard Durno text 07740607721

Deaths: Jesus said: “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.”
Matthew 5:4 (N.I.V.)





Kenneth Nuttall, East Kilbride (formerly of Doncaster),
aged 71 years, 20th January
George Digby, Aberdeen, aged 79 years, 13th February
Lawrence MacDonald, Aberdeen, aged 76 years, 15th February

If you would like to remember
your loved ones who died last
year or a few years ago. I can
put their names here. Richard

If you would like the Church Newsletters sent to you by
e-mail on PDF File instead of paper copy. Please let me
know and I would be happy to put your name on the
mailing list.
Richard (Editor)

The Glasgow Hard of Hearing Club
Glasgow Deaf Centre 100 Norfolk Street, Glasgow

Every Monday afternoon
October - April 1pm to 3pm
New members are welcome to join

Membership - £10 per year

Office Bearers:
President: Joyce Dickson Vice President: Nancy Scott
Secretary/Treasurer: Elsie Miller DCS
Committee Members: Evelyn Adam, Linda Durno
Jack Giffen, Sheila Hall, Janice Hamilton
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y dear friends both in the
deaf church and in the
deaf community,
write to say a big thank you
to everyone for the many
“Get Well” cards I received
since my accident on 5th October 2018 when I broke (open
leg fracture) my leg after slipping from my car. I was in hospital three times (October then November to
January and again in January) and stayed a total of three months and had 5
major operations to try and save my leg because of the problems of infections. I really appreciate for the many kind words, good wishes and prayers
from all my friends both deaf and hearing. I really appreciate your support.

I

may be expected to be off work for around one year but I am not sure.
In the mean-time I want to thank my family and friends for their loving
support during my long illness, Elsie Miller DCS (Deacon) for preaching in
the Glasgow Deaf Church and Anna Weir for preaching both in East Kilbride and Hamilton.

T

hank you all very much. With all my love and God bless.

Richard xxx

JRM Church News
good friend and Christian Mentor Mr Bert Barritt. Kenneth had such an admiration and fondness for Bert which lasted
all these years. For it was Bert he turned to when he needed answers to his questions about the Bible. I know in the years
afterwards Kenneth become that person to go to when others had questions about the Bible. After a while the time was
right for Kenneth to leave his electrician days behind and begin to serve God with his Deaf Community. In 1972 he
became a full-time worker with DCF, he lived and worked for a time in London, Manchester, Barnoldswick and later
they moved to Preston and then Doncaster. Much of what I share was gleaned from his ‘This is Your Life’ 50th Birthday
celebration book. There were, in this, a good number of contributions from friends and family, their thoughts, memories
and good wishes to Kenneth are quite heart-warming as they reflect on his life which at its very heart was his work for
God with Deaf people. One said he thought Kenneth as a 17-year-old looked exactly like Boris Becker, the famous
German tennis player. Another remembered that Kenneth was always so smart, so well dressed even making sure the
colour of his Filofax matched the colour of his clothes.

K

enneth & Christine were blessed with 5 of a family, Rosina, Austen, Richard, Warren and Fiona. Further blessings
came in subsequent years with 11 Grand-children. He was rightly proud of each of his family and kept in touch as
best he could. We met most of the family when we were in Doncaster, they are a lovely family and we know they, like
us, will be grieving the loss of their lovely Dad and Granddad.

K

enneth’s work for God serving various Christian Deaf Groups took him all around the UK but sometimes further
afield. Over the years he has visited Sweden, Romania, China, Canada, and just last year to Israel with Janet and
friends from Northern Ireland. For Kenneth he was seeing the places he had read about in the Bible, he was standing in
the very places that he had preached about, and he took in the same sights of Jerusalem of the Sea of Galilee that Jesus
himself looked upon. Such a special experience for Kenneth, but of course nothing to what he is now experiencing in
Heaven, the place where Jesus said, ‘I am going to prepare a place for you and take you to be where I am.’
Despite having visited many fabulous places around the World, these were all surpassed when he visited God’s own
country – Scotland!! Kenneth moved here about 12 years ago, it was here he married Janet, settled in East Kilbride,
joined with us here at Westwoodhill and soon picked up his service for God here and in the surrounding Glasgow, Lanarkshire and Ayrshire areas always Preaching and Teaching the Bible to the Deaf. Maybe like David Livingstone he felt
the call of God to take the Light of the Gospel not into darkest Africa but into darkest Scotland!! This indeed was his
calling, this was his gift and it influenced so many people who were hungry to see, to learn and understand the Bible
stories in BSL, their 1st language.

F

or many years he helped Janet lead the Deaf Focus Friday nights here. Many will remember the good times of
Worship and Fellowship but also the very helpful Bible talks that Kenneth shared. He also taught Bible messages
every Monday morning for BSL users which I know helped so many in their understanding of the Bible. Kenneth became an expert using his Apple Laptop to help make clear his Bible talks. He attended our Sunday morning Services
here, and although limited by some of our signing skills, he took in what the Preacher spoke about and if they had a
PowerPoint presentation always asked if he could make a copy that he could look at again and learn more of the message.
When he was able, he attended our House Group Bible Studies, he also enjoyed mixing with some of the men here on a
Thursday afternoon when they played table tennis, snooker, putting etc., the men always enjoyed when Kenneth was in
charge of the Quiz Time, he made it fun and really tested their general knowledge.

K

enneth had qualities sadly lacking in today’s harsh, rude, impolite society. He showed patience, courtesy, kindness
and respect for others. He was peaceable, if possible avoided conflict and confrontation. These are not bad qualities
for us to develop in our relationships with each other and with those we meet, and not to delay or put off for another
time, because we know time is short. We should make it our aim to embrace and practice the challenge of these Bible
verse well known and loved by Kenneth –
15

Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, remembering that as members of the same body you are
called to live in harmony, and never forget to be thankful for what God has done for you. 16-17 Let
Christ’s teaching live in your hearts, making you rich in the true wisdom. Teach and help one another
along the right road. And whatever you may have to do, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus,
thanking God the Father through him.” Colossians 3 15—17

This edited Tribute was given by Willie Dickson, at the Thanksgiving Service held at
Westwoodhill Evangelical Church, East Kilbride on 23rd February 2019
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Dates of special events in Easter






Ash Wednesday = 6th March
Palm Sunday = 14th April
Maundy Thursday = 18th April
Good Friday = 19th April
Easter Day = 21st April

Kenneth Roy Nuttall
16th December 1947 - 20th January 2019

I

n the deaf world we were shocked to hear of the sudden death of our
dear friend Kenneth Nuttall on 20th January aged 71. Kenneth was born
on 16th December 1947 in Worksop, England He was a healthy happy baby
until he was just 8 months old and it was then that he developed meningitis.
This affected his development and particularly his hearing, however, he
was 2 years of age before the family realised, he was now Deaf.

A

t 4 and a half he started Doncaster School for the Deaf, this was a
boarding school which meant he only visited home from time to time
but had the emotional upset of leaving his family and going back to school
- so hard for such a wee boy. Kenneth had 2 brothers David and Geoffrey
and 2 sisters Margaret and Pat. Kenneth made some good friends at school
and made his mark as a bit of a sportsman winning cups and trophies. He
left school aged 17 and immediately started work in his father’s business as an electrician. He was very
good at DIY projects.

W

hen he was 18 Kenneth’s life changed dramatically. He had travelled with some Deaf friends from
Mansfield to Colwyn Bay in Wales for a Deaf Christian Fellowship (DCF) Conference and it was
there that he accepted that Jesus loved him and gave his life for him. Kenneth’s life was changed, he
became a Christian. Kenneth was greatly helped on that important day and for many years later, by his
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1. Ash
2. Wednesday
3 Tomb
4. Prayer
5. Fasting
6. Lent
7. Holy Week
8. Last Supper
9. Good Friday
10. Holy Saturday
11. Palm Sunday
12. Sacrifice
13. Nails
14. Crown of Thorns

15 Purple robes
16. Palm branches
17. Forty days
18. Jesus
19. Twelve disciples
20. Passover
21. Bread
22. Wine
23. Foot washing
24. Resurrection
25. Love
26. Forgiving
27. Salvation
28. God

Closing date Sunday 5th May

8 people sent in the last Word Search.
Two names were drawn by Christine Glass
and Pauline MacDonald
Congratulations to the two winners Joyce Dickson of Barrhead and Sheena
McAulay of Glasgow.
Here is another Word Search for you to
try. If you want to save your Newsletter
you can photocopy page 5 and use this to
post it to us or if you can scan the
wordsearch page and e mail to me at
richard.durno@btinternet.com
Don’t forget to put down your NAME.
Thanks and best of luck!

Richard
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Prayers
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Church Services for the Deaf
in Glasgow and West of Scotland

Let us pray for 















The Rev Richard Durno who is off work with an injured leg
Elsie Miller DCS who is helping out with preaching in Glasgow
Anna Weir who is helping out with preaching in East Kilbride
and Hamilton
Growth of Deaf Churches in Glasgow & West of Scotland, Edinburgh & East of Scotland and Aberdeen & North East Scotland
Minister, elders and members of John Ross Memorial Deaf
Church in Glasgow and West of Scotland
Minister and elders of Kilmarnock Deaf Church
Albany Deaf Church in Edinburgh who has no minister
Rev Mary Whittaker of Aberdeen in her new job at St John’s
Deaf Church in Aberdeen
Janet Nuttall and family with their loss of Kenneth Nuttall
People who are ill at home or in hospital
People who are sad, worried, depressed, lonely or feeling lost
People who have marriage and family problems
Peace in the World
Deaf Children’s Ministries in Scotland
The next generation deaf church in Glasgow & West of Scotland

The Rev Richard Durno takes regular church services at:


Glasgow Deaf Church, Deaf Centre, 100 Norfolk Street, Weekly,
Sunday at 11.15 am Conducted by Elsie Miller DCS



Kilmarnock Deaf Church, Clark St. twice monthly Sunday 2.15 pm.
Rev Richard Durno preach on 2nd Sunday of each month at 2.15pm.



East Kilbride Deaf Church, Claremont Church, High Common Road, St
Leonard’s, 2nd last Sunday of each month at 2.30 pm Conducted by Anna Weir



Greenock Deaf Church, Westburn Church, Nelson Street, last Sunday
of each month at 2.30 pm………. Closed until further notice



Hamilton Deaf Church—Deaf Afternoon Club St John’s Church Centre, Duke Street, Hamilton—Opposite Marks & Spencer. Club weekly on
Tuesdays (Summer) Weekly on Fridays (Winter). Church service second Tuesday or second Friday of each month. Conducted by Anna
Weir



Glasgow OAP Club, 100 Norfolk Street. Usually the second Thursday of
each month at 12.30 pm Closed until further notice



Please see full list on church notice board in Deaf Connections’ hall.

Important Notice

The community that prays
together stays together
St Paul says “….you can help us with your
prayers. Then many people will give
thanks for us – that God blessed us
because of their many prayers.”
2nd Corinthians Chapter 1 verse 11
(English Version for the Deaf)

The Rev Richard Durno is off work.
Please contact Elsie Miller (Retired Deaconess)





About illness…People in Hospital….Funerals
Text mobile: 07833 110851
E-mail: elsiemiller0857@aol.co.uk
Or ask elders of John Ross Memorial Deaf Church

Happy Birthday 2 U all !



















Rev Father Jim Morris age 70 on 3rd February, St Gabriel’s Church Viewpark Near Uddingston
Catherine Maher age 65 on 10th February, Hamilton
Helen Bingham age 84 on 13th February, Wishaw
Janice Hamilton age 64 on 18th February, Glasgow
James Reid, age 76 on 9th March, Uddingston
George Thomson age 78 on 11th February, East Kilbride
Rev Richard Durno age 68 on 4th March, Glasgow
Linda Durno age 62 on 7th March, Glasgow
Mamie Halferty age 77 on 5th March, Blantyre
Betty O’Donnell age 87 on 5th March, Glasgow
Jean Thomson age 72 on 22nd March, East Kilbride
Vera McFadden age 88 on 6th April, Glasgow
Tom Bryce age 71 on 13th April, Kilmarnock
Brian Maher age 63 on 19th April, Hamilton
George Duncan age 72 on 21st April, Blantyre
James Tait age 73 on 13th May, Kilmarnock
Nancy Blair age 93 on 29th May, Ayr
David Young age 83 on 31st May, Greenock

Quarterly Communion - 2019
In John Ross Memorial Deaf Church
100 Norfolk Street, Glasgow G5 9EJ
3rd
9th
1st
1st

Ten Minute Bible Study
The Great Joy of Easter

March 11.15 am
June 11.15 am
September 11.15 am
December 11.15 am

All are welcome

Wanted!
Do you have any spare coppers—1p and 2p and silvers 5p, 10p, 20p etc lying at home? The Deaf Church
is always very happy to have your loose change for
their funds. Fax or phone to the Church office and let
us know or see the minister or any of the elders. If the
money is too heavy for you to bring to the office let us
know and we can collect from your home.
Thank you to everyone who gave us coins and for your wonderful support.
Margaret Giffen — Church Treasurer

R

eading: John Chapter 20 verses 1 to 18
Text: John Chapter 20 verse 9 “(These followers did not yet understand from the Scriptures
(the Holy writings of the Old Testament) that Jesus must rise from death.)”

W

hen Jesus rose from the grave on that first Easter Sunday morning the disciples must have been
greatly surprised. It was all so unexpected. Of course Jesus had told them and Jesus had warned
them but really they had not believed it possible. So on Easter day when they saw with their own eyes that
Jesus had risen from the grave and returned from death the disciples must have felt great and wonderful!
This is the sort of feeling that we read about in the hearts of the disciples on that first Easter. They were so
shocked that they found it difficult to sleep. Let us take a look at some of Jesus’ close friends.

T

hink of Mary Magdalene. We have Mary Magdalene, for her the return of Jesus banished her fears.
We don’t know exactly what her fears were but we do know that before meeting Jesus she was possessed of devils and we do know that Jesus had driven them away and she knew that as long as she was
with him she could stand up to the temptations of evil living. Mary could overcome the powers of evil
that tried to rule her life. When Jesus died Mary lost her confidence. So when Mary went to the tomb she
hears that word “Mary” and sees the risen Jesus and her fears flee, her heart swells in JOY knowing that
she is safe and her master Jesus is alive. We all know that we, alone, cannot fight the power of evil. We
have known that if Jesus is absent from our life then his power die in our hearts. Today he is risen. Today he lifts you and I up and tenderly calls us “I am risen, I am alive and I am with you.”

T

hink of Peter. He was guilty of denying Jesus. It was Thursday night and Jesus heard Peter’s words
said nothing as he turned and looked at him. Since then Peter had been in despair. Peter must have
thought how could he have done that. The shame and remorse he must have felt. Peter had wrecked his
life. Then Jesus came back and Peter knew all is well for no matter what Peter had done Jesus still was
willing to forgive Peter. How many of us here have said and done bad things and have wounded Jesus in a
thousand different ways. If we look inside of ourselves we would see enough things that would make us
feel as ashamed as Peter. Then today, comes the Easter message that Jesus has risen and he is not dead.
We have not killed him by our sins but he has come back into all of our lives, your life and mine. Jesus
invites us all to follow him to the end of our days. This is the joy above all joys on this Easter day.

L

ook at Thomas. Thomas was a cynic meaning he was only interested in himself and a person who
needed proof before he would believe. In John 11:6 It was Thomas who said “We will go
(Jerusalem) too. We will die with Jesus in Judea.” But Thomas disappeared and when he heard Jesus
was alive after crucifixion he doubted and said “I will not believe it until I see the nail holes in his
hands. And I will not believe until I put my finger where the nails were and put my hand into his
side.” John 20:25

J

esus showed Thomas his hands, his feet and side and Thomas believed! Many people say they are
Christians but do not believe in the message of the so they cannot experience the joy of Easter and the
resurrection of Jesus. Are we all like Thomas who doubts and need proof or are we like Peter, when we
are challenged about our friendship with Jesus, we deny being a Christian or we deny being a follower of
Jesus? Jesus said, “Teach those people to obey everything that I have told you. You can be sure that I
will be with you always. I will continue with you until the end of the world.” Matthew 28:20 Or
are we like Mary Magdalene who is a forever faithful servant and friend of Jesus in life, death and resurrection?
men

A

Richard
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Need Pastoral Help?
Problems? Worried? Sad? Lost faith? Need someone to talk to?
I am a trained minister, social worker and counsellor. I am happy to talk with anyone who feel they need help with different problems.
Deaf people can be church members, non church members, Christians, any faiths,
no faiths.

Rev Richard Durno
Dip SW CQSW (1988) in Social Work (Polytechnic of North London)
Ministry Ordination (1989) (Church of Scotland)
Pg Certificate (2007), Pg Diploma (2010) in Person Centred Counselling (University of Strathclyde)
NVQ British Sign Language Level 4

Need Help? Contact me on:
07748607721 Text/Voice or E mail me on richard.durno@btinternet.com

You Want to Become a Member of the Deaf Church?
Would you like to be part of the next generation
church?



Would you like to join the Deaf Church?
Would you like to know what deaf church is about?



The Rev Richard Durno is planning membership classes
to explain why it is important to be part of a deaf church.
Email, fax or mobile text the minister Rev Richard
Durno or see him in church or deaf club



“No copyright infringement is intended” Editor

