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Wise Men
Once there were some wise men,
They didn't know the way,
But they were looking for it.
They followed the star.
They were scholars, they were researchers,
Who didn't know the truth,
But they were looking for it.
They followed the star.
Although they were wise, they were puzzled
They didn't know the meaning of life,
But they were looking for it.
They followed the star.
The star stopped over Jesus.
They were wise men,
They were wise men looking for The Way,
the Truth and the meaning of Life.
They found Jesus.
By Daphne Kitching
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From our Interim Minister
Prayerfully,
and through
‘Where there is no vision, the
careful
listening to
people perish’ (Proverbs 29: 18)
the Spirit’s
‘The vision awaits its appointed
time; it hastens to the end—it will promptings,
not lie. If it seems slow, wait for it; we will seek
it will surely come.’ (Habakkuk 2:3) to discern
God’s vision
for us.
Happy New Year!

Dear friends,

We have now entered the
‘twenties’. It remains to be seen
whether they will be like the
‘Roaring Twenties’ of last century.
However, I imagine that one phrase
we will hear much of in this year
will be ‘2020 vision’. Politicians
and preachers alike will (I predict)
make much use of this phrase to
describe plans, hopes and
programmes.
Queens Park Govanhill will not be
an exception. Following a
challenging period for
congregational life and mission, this
congregation too will, in this year,
be considering its vision.
As the writer of Proverbs tells us,
‘where there is no vision, the
people perish’.

Not that this guarantees that
everything will come right immediately. The prophet Habakkuk reminds
us that sometimes a vision may seem
slow in its fulfilment.
Indeed! God’s timings and ours are
sometimes not quite in synch. But (as
the prophet also reminds us) if the
vision is truly of God then however
long it may take, it will come to pass
and be fulfilled.
So, let us make it our resolution for
this New Year of 2020 to seek God’s
vision for this congregation, to pray
faithfully and listen carefully that we
might discern and discover what it is
to which God is calling his people in
Queens Park Govanhill, and to trust
him for the fulfilment of the vision,
however long it may take.
Your friend,

But we also need to remember that
we will not be seeking to determine
the vision, but rather to discover it.

David Denniston
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Church Website
Jo Gibb, our Session Clerk,
writes :" For those who, like me, thought of a
Web as an intricate construction of
spiders to trap prey, it is time to be
updated.
Queen's Park Govanhill has had its
own website since our union in 2014
and Queen’s Park congregation before
that from 2001, updated in 2015 and
revised in 2019. Our morning
services are all uploaded ( recorded)
every week and have a link in the
sound cloud @QPGPC (Are harps
provided? Ed.)

the world.
The Website and Facebook are a great
way ot telling the world what is
happening in parish and congregation.
Currently, the site is administered by
Euan Gibb, who uploads services, the
monthly magazine, the Newsletter of
the John Ross Memorial Church and
information both before and after
various church-based events.
Please have a look even if you "don't
do that Facebook 'thing'"-- and make
sure that events, news and a record of
what s going on in QPGPC is 'posted'
for the world to see. Let them know
that we are an active, outward looking
congregation seeking to serve and grow
The Kingdom.

We also have a Facebook a/c and a
Twitter a/c @QPGPC. Our Magazine Finally, particular thanks to Euan for
his hard work in keeping the website
is also available online to be viewed
and Facebook pages up to date.
and downloaded. In June 2019 it was
downloaded 12 times, in September 67
Jo Gibb.
times, in October 85, November 75
and as of 15th December last year 48
times. In 2015 there were 7,091 visits
to our website and in 2019, 11,985.
Of the nearly 12,000 visits to the site
in 2019, 10,000 were from other parts
of UK, around 500 from USA, 100
from Canada, 100 from China (!) 73
from France and at least one from
each of a further 15 countries from
Germany to the Palestinian Territories.
So, as you can see, we are being
visited via the internet from all over
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The Leprosy Mission
Leprosy has been around for many centuries in many parts of the world. We
read about it in the Bible many times. As we all know several of Jesus'
miracles involved the cure of lepers. The last official colony in Europe for
lepers was in one of the Greek islands. It finally closed its doors as recently
as 1970. People were repelled by the disfigurement which was associated
with the disease, but the reality is that it is only mildly infectious. In case you
imagined it to be something found only in hot countries it was once
widespread in Scotland too. Our greatest King, Robert the Bruce, was a leper.
One of the districts on the edge of Edinburgh still bears the name Liberton
(meaning 'Leper Town.) You see, lepers were not permitted to live in contact
with the rest of humanity. At one time sufferers were compelled to announce
their presence by sounding a bell! The truth is that leprosy is not particularly
infectious at all.
A cure was found for leprosy quite a long time ago, but progress in
eliminating the disease has been disappointingly slow because of
superstition, and many thousand men, women and children still suffer
disfigurement.. Leprosy only survives because of this kind of superstition and
the cost of providing the funds to employ nursing staff and the medicines
needed to make real progress in eliminating the disease.
Until quite recently many people in our own congregation
contributed greatly to the cause by means of little phials used
to collect coins. Several hundred pounds were raised in this
way every year, Please give me your name if you would
wish to continue to use the phials again, and I will be very
happy to have you continuing to contribute. I would be even
happier to add new members to the list too!
Lexa Boyle

Pathfinders Post
Many thanks to the Post Office staff for their magnificent efforts in
sorting and delivering the Christmas cards around the congregation.
Of course, many thanks to you, the congregation, for entrusting
your mail to us and contributing so generously.
A total of £282.31p was raised for Robin House at Balloch.
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Sunday 12th January 11.00 am Rev David Denniston
6.00 pm Evening Service : " People Jesus met
- Nicodemus."
Sunday 19th January 11.00 am Rev David Denniston

Sunday 26th January

6.00 pm Evening Service "People Jesus met -a Roman Centurion"
11.00 am Rev John Miller
6.00 pm Evening Service

Sunday 2nd February

11.00 am Rev John Miller
6.00 pm Evening Service

Sunday 9th February

11.00 am Rev David Denniston—Communion

Times for Prayer
Every Sunday
at 10.30 am
Every Tuesday
at 11.30 am
Every Wednesday at 7.00 pm
Meetings are held in the Craig
Chapel and are open to all.

We think that we know
what was meant ?

We started again on January 6th
with our Home Brew and continue
with our Big Event on Wednesday
22nd January; our visit by the girls
from The Edinburgh Woollen Mill.
This is an afternoon which I'm sure
everyone will enjoy. We will have a
Fashion Show and some bargains.
What more could you want ! Bring
your friends.
Wishing you all a Happy New Year.
Rhona Hughes ( Secretary)

Before foreign travel became
commonplace visitors from the
UK used to come across some
very strange notices in hotels in
continental Europe, written by
hoteliers struggling with the
English language. Here are a few
to be going on with. If you have
come across any recently please
pass them to the Editor).
From Switzerland We have nice
bath and are very good in bed,
(Sorry Noemi! Ed.)
From Russia If this is your first
visit to the Soviet Union you are
welcome to it.
From Spain Our wine list leaves
you with nothing to hope for.
From Gran Canaria. If you
telephone room service you will
get the answer you deserve.

A Thought for the month
" Though our feelings for God
come and go, His love for us does
not. It is never wearied by our sins
or our indifference, and, therefore
is quite relentless in its
determination that we shall be
cured of these sins, at whatever
cost to us ---- and at whatever cost
to Him." C S Lewis

From Romania The lift is being
fixed for the next day. In this time
you will be unbearable.
From Italy If service is
required, give two strokes to the
maid and three to the waiter.
From" Lost in Translation" by
Charlie Croker ( Michael O'Mara
Books.)
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John Ross Memorial Church
There has been a church for deaf people in Glasgow for over 100 years. Its
present name, which dates from 19 31, is the John Ross Memorial, which
has found a new home among us for its worship services. Many of the
congregation, which now uses our " Old Hall" for its services, join us for tea
or coffee after the service with their minister the Rev Richard Durno. There
are always some communication problems, but with goodwill on both sides
it is remarkable how barriers began to break down !
The John Ross Memorial Church is very welcome in its new home among
us. On a recent Sunday we held a joint service, no mean feat! It did,
however, show what could be done when we get to know each other better.
We look forward very much to another joint service in the future.
Please pluck up courage to engage our new friends in conversation and make
them feel at home.
The church has what it calls a " Vision Statement" It reads as follows:
" To improve deaf people's access to pastoral support from a minister who
can use sign language fluently; access the Gospels preaching in a language
they best understand, namely Sign Language, and to worship with other
Deaf people in easily accessible venues,"
From its base in Glasgow the John Ross Memorial Church covers 12
Presbyteries and eight shires or counties. Mr Durno is a very busy man
indeed, It also produces a regular Newsletter or Magazine, copies of which
are available (free) on the table at the entry to our Welcome Hall,

But they did resist
Our friend Lexa Boyle will have loved this little story in the Very Rev
James Simpson's delightful collection in his little book called " Holy
Wit." 1986.
" For many years Helen Kerr was a missionary nursing sister in the
hospital in Mlanje (Malawi). Helen tells of receiving, along with other
missionaries, a lengthy questionnaire to complete from the Church
Offices concerning 'The Movements of Missionaries'. She and the other
members of the hospital staff were strongly tempted to reply, "Regular"!
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Holocaust Memorial Day Monday 27th January 2020

L

ike everyone who has visited the
appalling death camp of
Auschwitz-Birkenau in the south
of Poland, I was at first struck dumb.
Nothing prepares you for what you see

there and if you are possessed of a
lively imagination the effect can be
overwhelming. The monsters who ran
the great killing machine were later
proved to be rather ordinary, even
boring, people who had been taught
through false science that they had a
"duty" to cleanse the world of so-called
"undesirables'.
Standing there in Birkenau, my thought
was, " There, but for the grace of God
could have been I, whether as victim or
murderer."

liberation, one of the disturbing
questions which arise is still, " Where
was God when the six million died ?"
One of the survivors of liberation day
was Eli Wiesel. He wrote a moving
memoir which he called, Night. In it he
tells the story of an execution which all
inmates were compelled to witness.
The condemned were two men and a boy.
All were stood on chairs with nooses
round their necks. On a signal, the chairs
were kicked away. The men died
instantly but the poor boy, being lighter,
twisted and turned for a long time until
he died. Wiesel writes that at that
moment he heard someone cry out, " For
God's sake, where is God". He goes on
to say that at that moment he heard a
voice within himself reply, "THIS is
where, on this gallows." We are drawn
to think of another young man, also a
Jew, who asked the same question, "My
God, why have you forsaken me?"
Matt 27:46

On 27th January 1945, the first units
reached Auschwitz to find that the
guards had fled leaving a handful of
starving survivors behind. Some efforts
had been made to demolish the terrible
gas chambers and crematoria, but the
evidence of the awful atrocities which
had taken place there were plain to see.

Jesus became human because God
wanted to identify completely with His
lost, suffering world. He willingly took
upon himself the punishment for sin
which we deserve. At that moment, even
the love of His Father was withheld and
He was lost in our sins. Paul explained it
to the Corinthians this way: "Christ
never sinned - but God treated Him as if
He were a sinner, so that God could
make us acceptable to Him" News for
Today version.

On this, the 75th Anniversary of the

So where was He when 6 million died ?
The truth is that God is present in our
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suffering to identify and suffer with us,
.

and to provide help, hope and meaning
to those who suffer. So wherever we go
in this New Year let's hold on to this
great truth.
Paul Hardingham
(additions by MDM)

praise Him for all that is past and
trust Him for all that's to come'. This
seems to be a good point of
departure as we enter 2020.

First, we can look back on the year
that is gone and give thanks for all the
blessings that we have experienced.
Thankfulness is really a choice. None
Facing both ways
of us will have had a perfect year; and
many will have had some dark days
ou may just remember in
indeed, but if we look carefully
school the teacher explaining enough, we will see that there were
that the word " January "
many wonderful days and golden
comes from the Roman god Janus,
moments. Let's choose to focus on
who was the god of beginnings and these and acknowledge the work of
transitions, of gates and doorways.
God in our lives.
Traditionally, Janus was shown as
For what are you grateful as you
having two faces, one looking
look back to 2019?
behind him to the past and the other

Y

Second, we can put our faith in God
for all that is to come. None of us
knows the future. We will have our
hopes and dreams and have made our
plans for the year ahead , but no-one
can guarantee they will come to pass.
There will be surprises for sure, both
good (we never expected that) and bad
(I didn't see that coming!)
How wonderful then to have a God
who knows the future and in whose
hands we are safe, no matter what
comes to pass. Let's choose to place
our trust in Him as 2020 unfolds.

looking forward to the future.
In his hymn 'How great is the God
we adore'. Joseph Hart ( 1712-1768) What are you most looking forward
to as you peer ahead of you this year?
speaks about God our faithful,
unchangeable friend, and finishes
Tony Horsfall (Parish Pump).
with this beautiful thought: 'We'll
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The New Year's
Honours List

W

e are all familiar with
the Queen's New Year
honours list, which
celebrates people's significant
contributions in life. It is usually a
talking point for several days, with
some nominees being strongly
disapproved of, while other names
are applauded. " About time", you
hear people say.

.
growth has been stunted. They are
starved of nutrients to ensure that they
are perfectly formed, but miniature in
size.

So often, the church today resembles a
Bonsai nursery, rather than a forest of
mighty trees! Like the Bonsai they are
starved of nutrients. Instead, consider
the alternative: 'His delight is in the law
of the Lord , and on His law he
meditates day and night.'

Here are the challenges for us during
But what would God's New Year's this coming year: to push our roots
honours list look like? Who would deeply down into His Word, meditating
on it day and night. As we read and
He choose to honour?
reflect on God's Word, we are
Psalm 1 gives us an answer to these constantly reminding ourselves of God's
promises, character and acts.
questions. The person blessed by
God is likened to a tree.....'he is like
a tree planted by streams of water, There will be times when our Bible
reading doesn't seem
which yields its
to delight us, when it
fruit in season
feels like a real slog!
and whose leaf
At such times, we
does not
turn back to Psalm 1
wither.
and remind
Whatever he
ourselves what the
does prospers '.
goal is: to grow into
They are strong
maturity, deeply
and well
rooted, drought
nourished, able
resistant and
to cope with
faithful. We will
drought and
never get there
storms, while
unless our roots are
being fruitful.
deep in God's Word.

Will this be true of us
(With New Year in mind this is a real
during 2020 ? By contrast we can be challenge from Rev Dr Herbert
more like Bonsai trees, whose
McGonigle).
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“Daily Bread” NOTES: JANUARY

Opening the book
Wed 1
Jonah 1: 1-17
Thur 2 Jonah 2: 1-10
Fri 3
Jonah 3: 1-10
Sat 4
Jonah 4: 1-11
Sun 5
Psalm 84
Mon 6
Genesis 1: 1-2:3
Tue 7
Genesis 2:4 – 25
Wed 8
Genesis 3: 1-13
Thur 9 Genesis 3:14 -24
Fri 10
Genesis 4: 1-26
Sat 11
Genesis 5: 1-32
Sun 12 Psalm 85
Mon 13 Genesis 6: 1-22
Tue 14 Genesis 7: 1-24
Wed 15 Genesis 8: 1-22
Thu 16 Genesis 9: 1-29

Fri 17
Sat 18
Sun 19
Mon 20
Tue 21
Wed 22
Thur 23
Fri 24
Sat 25
Sun 26
Mon 27
Tue 28
Wed 29
Thur 30
Fri 31

The journey begins
Genesis 10: 1-32:
Genesis 11: 1-32
Psalm 86
Mark 1: 1-8
Mark 1: 9-13
Mark 1: 14-20
Mark 1: 21-28
Mark 1: 29-34
Mark 1: 35-39
Psalm 87
Mark 1: 40-45
Mark 2: 1-12
Mark 2: 13-17
Mark 2: 18-22
Mark 2: 23-28

WAY IN….to GENESIS 1-11
Think of a film’s pre credits sequence. Think of the prologue to a book
set in a time long ago in a galaxy far, far away. Think of the opening
episode of a TV series. What do you see?
You see something spectacular. Something memorable. Something a little
intriguing inviting you to keep watching or keep reading, Questions are
asked whose answers will take some time to arrive. Sometimes whole sets
of characters come and go before the rest of the series settles down with
longer running more familiar characters.
Welcome to Genesis 1-11! What has just been described is how these
opening chapters of the Bible work. They are the “prologue”. The author
(God) has an amazing big story planned and though most of it won’t
involve Adam and Eve, or Cain and Abel or Noah and Terah, the later
characters to come will all in some way be related to these opening stories
and their implications. These chapters raise more questions than they
answer – but that’s by design. It is to keep you reading on into the rest of
the book. Ready?
By Richard S Briggs (adapted)

HOW OTHER CHRISTIANS HAVE TO LIVE
INDIA
Five extremists threatened to burn alive
Christians attending an Advent
celebration in a private house in Tamil
Nadu, India on 17 December. A local
pastor attending the celebrations with his
wife and children, aged eleven and four,
said the men taunted and hit a 17-year-old
boy as he arrived at the house dressed as
Father Christmas. When the other
Christians pleaded with the attackers to
stop, they too were attacked and their
clothes were torn.
Pastor Joshua, his wife and two children
were attending the Advent celebration
when it was violently disrupted by five
extremists. The men threatened to set the
Christians on fire in their vehicle, and
verbally abused them, calling them
“dogs” and “pariahs”. They also forced
the owner of the house in Permuapalayam
where the celebration was being held, to
evict his tenants, a Christian couple. The
pastor sought immediate medical help for
the injured at a police check-post in
Lakshmi Nagar, but was turned away.
The following day the pastor and other
local Christian leaders again met with
apathy when they tried to lodge a
complaint against the men at Chithode
police station.
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families in the community in the worst
state of extreme psychological distress
he has ever seen.
The severe violence led a young
Christian man to pen a lament
describing the “ghost villages and
ransacked shops” and asking, “And
when a minister is murdered in Africa
doesn’t that mean anything?” As well
as Pastor Mokoni seven other people
were killed and 21 children and young
adults were kidnapped in a series of
attacks, which came just a month after
a spate of similar atrocities targeted
mainly-Christian villages.
RUSSIA
Russian security agencies are using
sweeping surveillance powers of the
“Yarovaya Law”, introduced in 2016,
to impose harsh restrictions on
evangelical Christian groups in the
name of tackling vaguely defined
“extremist” activities. The punitive law
outlaws prayer and other meetings held
in Christians’ homes as well as
criminalising house churches.

The controversial provisions of the law
give security agencies access to phone
conversations and text messages.
Concerns have been raised that email
and other electronic communications
inviting interested individuals to church
CAMEROON
A distraught community is mourning after services could also be banned.
Boko Haram violence claimed at least
“There are practically no Protestants
seven lives including Pastor David
that haven't been impacted by the law,”
Mokoni and several Christian young
said a pastor of a registered Protestant
people, in the latest spate of merciless
church in Moscow. “I lead a
Boko Haram attacks in Far North
congregation of 50 people, and almost
Cameroon. A local Christian leader says
every Sunday a police squad interrupts
the repeated attacks in Moskota village
our services.”
over the last month have left some
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The Science, Religion and
Technology Project (SRT)

It is greatly to the credit of the Church
of Scotland that as far back as 1970 it
recognised the need for Christians to
have a voice in such matters and set
Back in 1963 the Labour Party held
its annual Conference in Scarborough. up the Science, Religion and
Much of what was discussed has been Technology Project (SRT). Its first
director was Dr John Francis a
long forgotten. However, in the
Leader's speech to close the meeting nuclear phycisist. There have been six
directors since, from different science
Harold Wilson gave a remarkable
backgrounds including the present
address in which he tried to look
director Dr Murdo Macdonald, a
forward fifty years to the great
molecular biologist.. Our Church can
technological revolution which has
be justifiably proud of the lead which
shaped the world of today.
it gave 50 years ago
One phrase above all from the speech
has been remembered. Harold Wilson
spoke of the "white hot heat of the
technological revolution" which he
saw as about to transform life in the
UK.

Life and Work this month ( January
2020) has two extremely interesting
articles about SRT, one written by Dr
Macdonald himself. They deserve to
be read widely.

Harold is dead long since, but he
would not have been surprised to
learn that in 2020,for,example, at least
half the population is able, through
the world wide web, to gain access to
a vast store of knowledge simply by
pushing a button.. The computer and
the Web has indeed shaped our
current world, for good or ill.
It is the second of these which
concerned the Church - what should
our response be to such matters as
global warming, space exploration,
genetic engineering ,"designer
babies," nuclear energy and ethical
issues arising from medical research
to name but a few?

We thank God for all who have
brought their expertise to bear on all
the ethical questions born out of the
"white hot heat" of technological
advance. We should also continue to
pray for them daily, that they may be
granted wisdom. MDM
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Husband to wife: How’s the diet
going?
Wife: Not too well
Husband: What did you have for
breakfast?
Wife: Eggs
Husband: Scrambled?
Wife: No, Cadbury’s
STAMPS
Thank you all for the truly
amazing pile of stamps ! I shall
shortly be taking them to the
Presbytery Office in Bath Street.
The proceeds from the sale of the
stamps will go to help women in
Malawi be trained and better
equipped for employment.
Malawi, as most people know,is
one of the poorest countries in
Africa. It also has a strong link
with Scotland going back over
150 years so it feels appropriate
somehow that Christians in
Scotland maintain the historic
link, even if only by selling used
Lexa
stamps!
COFFEE STOP with its
opportunity to meet together in
a relaxed atmosphere with
music in the background is a
lovely way to start a Thursday.
The Team would love to see
some more of the congregation
visit us even occasionally. You
won't be disappointed

Prayer Breakfast
The next Prayer Breakfast which we
share with other local congregations
(of all denominations) will be held in
our own church at 8.30 am on
Saturday 18th January.
We have found so much to bring to
God on these occasions, as we seek
His guidance and blessing on our
congregations and our local area, city
and nation.
It would be lovely to enjoy your
company with us. Everyone is
welcome.
THANK YOU.......
To the Coffee Stop
Team. Your
customers (and
occasional 'drop
ins') wish
everyone who
works so hard to
keep Coffee Stop going a very happy
and prosperous New Year. Your
efforts are very much appreciated, and
we thank you all sincerely.
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CRECHE
Ladies -Noah wants to come to crèche
Thank you for being there to look after the
youngest members of our congregation each
Sunday morning.
12th Jan
19th Jan
26th Jan
2nd Feb

M. Coubrough
B. Roberts
I. Haddow
A. Gardiner

M. Borland
F. Campbell
M. Carvil
F. McCall

Thank you for being there to
look after the youngest
members of our
congregation each Sunday .
As always if you cannot
manage please change or
contact me (586 4294).

Thank You……….
From the first Sunday in Advent
with the choir leading a very
special service, followed by festive
soup on Sunday, a decorated
sanctuary, Pathfinders’ post, the
memory tree, Gift service,
Pathfinders’ party, Pathfinders
Nativity story, wonderful joint
candlelight service with John Ross
Memorial Church, culminating in
a Christmas morning service,
there are many people due thanks
for providing these opportunities
for us to have celebrated the
season together.

Many thanks for all the
monetary donations and
groceries received over the
past year .
The Foodbank team would
like to express their
gratitude for your support.
Without your help we would
not be able to do our small
part for those in need in our

Parish.
A great deal of time, effort and
inspiration involved. Thanks to all Wishing you a Happy and
who contributed in any way to
Peaceful 2020.
these events. QPG do it well!
Wendy
B.R.
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SMART ANSWERS
CHURCH VESTIBULE /
BOOKS DUTY – SUNDAY It was mealtime during an airline
MORNINGS
flight.
19th January

26th January

2nd February

Mrs. A. Neil
Miss l. Boyle
Mrs. E. McNicoll
Miss M. Percy
Mrs. A. M. Gardiner
Miss M. Davidson
Mr. A. Comrie
Mrs. L. Friel
Mrs. M. Coubrough
Mr. P. Brown
Mrs. N. Griffith
Mrs. M. Brindle

OFFERING DUTIES:The following Members are asked to
take duty on the following Sundays:19th January – 2nd February 2020
Back Pews
Mr. G. Gardiner
Left Side Pews/Chairs
Mrs. W. Bradley
Right Side Chairs/ Choir
Mrs. L. Friel

Counting Team Rota
The Team from Sunday 12th
January until Sunday 2nd
February (both dates inclusive )
is as follows:- L Boyle,
M Queen, P Brown, A Watt.
If you cannot manage a Sunday,
please arrange a substitute or
contact Alan Watt.
We wish everyone a happy and
healthy 2020 ! AW

'Would you like dinner?' the flight
attendant asked John,
'What are my choices?' John asked.
'Yes or no,' she replied.
A lady was picking through the
frozen turkeys at the grocery store
but she couldn't find one big enough
for her family. She asked an
assistant ' Do these turkeys get any
bigger?'
The assistant replied, 'No ma'am,
they're dead...'
A truck driver was driving along on
the dual carriageway and noticed a
sign that read: Low Bridge Ahead.
Before he knows it, the bridge is
right in front of him and his truck
gets wedged under it. Cars are
backed up for miles.
Finally a police car comes up. The
cop gets out of his car and walks to
the truck driver, puts his hands on
his hips and says, 'Got stuck, huh?'
The truck driver says, 'No, I was
delivering this bridge and I ran out
of diesel.'
A woman is standing nude looking
in the bedroom mirror. She is not
happy with what she sees and says
to her husband, 'I feel horrible; I
look old, fat and ugly... I really need
you to pay me a compliment.'
The husband replies,
'Your eyesight's perfect.”
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INTIMATIONS

1.

The Kirk Session will meet on Thursday 16th January 2020.

2.

Team Leaders will meet on Tuesday 18th February 2020.

3.

Cases of illness or urgent pastoral need should be intimated without
delay to the Minister.

4.

Any person who would like to become a communicant member of the
church should speak to the Minister.

5.

The next date for handing in material for the February Magazine is
Sunday 26th January.
TREASURER’S REPORT TO 29TH DEC 2019
Open Plate
Freewill Offerings
Gift Aid Freewill Offerings
Total
Average per Sunday

OTHER INCOME
Donation from member to Food Bank
Donation from member to Lodging House
Donation from member to General Fund
Donation from Guild to General Fund
Donation from Lunch Stop to General Fund
Donation from member via model church to Fabric
Council Tax rebate on Manse

£ 2,731
£ 10,029
£ 52,621
£ 65,381
£ 1,257

£ 100
£ 370
£ 60
£1,000
£1,000
£ 7.25
£ 614.54

M. Borland, Treasurer

GENERAL FABRIC FUND
Balance at 1/1/19
£12,612
+ Income
£ 3,754
£16,376
Expenditure
£ 9,546
Balance at 29/12/19 £ 6,830
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JANUARY 2020
The Big Question

This month Six 'Kirk folk' consider whether any New Year's resolution which they
may have made in the past has made any difference.
In the heart
Ron Ferguson considers sin and the Kingdom of God. "To say that sin is not seven
miles away but much nearer home is not to be pessimistic but simply to be realistic.
SRT Milestone
Lynne McNeil reflects on the 50- year history of the Church
of Scotland's Science Religion and Technology Project.
SRT and the Future
Murdo Macdonald looks ahead to the future challenges
facing the Church's SRT Project.
50 years on from Biafra
Jackie Macadam learns about the key role played by the
Church of Scotland in the short-lived breakaway West African republic of Biafra.
Remembrance at 100
Churches recall the 100th Anniversary of the first Remembrance Day held in our
country.
'I Love Scotland'
Thomas Baldwin learns about the passion of John Sentamu, Archbishop of York,
for Scotland and for social justice.
John Hume
John continues his voyage of discovery through Scotland's churches, This time he
focuses on a small church near Longhope in Orkney, forever remembered for the
lifeboat disaster in 1969.
A Unique Place
Jackie Macadam describes how recruitment to the Royal Navy chaplaincy has
changed.
Meditation
Former Moderator, the Very Rev Dr John Chalmers, emphasises the importance
of modesty, humility and self-effacement in the human condition.
All this.....and news from the local, national and global church, reviews, crosswords,
Bible Study, Youth column and much more for only £2.80 a month. Interested in
subscribing? Speak to Rhona Hughes at our church office.
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