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Christmas
(John 1 : 1-14)
Fumbling around in a frenzy
from September stress levels rise
Dates collide
Imagination falters.
As presents and experiences fail to satisfy
the expectations of a world that walks
in the darkness of denial and Dawkins.
Yet all the time
The light shines in that darkness,
All the time
The greatest gift shines on,
All the time
There is hope and life has purpose.
And with each turning to the light
Love switches on.
Christ comes.
By Daphne Kitching
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From our Interim Minister
Dear friends,
“‘They shall name him Emmanuel’
which means, ‘God is with
us’” (Matthew 1: 23)
This is a season filled with hope as
we prepare to celebrate the coming
of our Lord as the Babe of
Bethlehem, look forward to his
return in glory, and anticipate the
dawning of a New Year with all its
opportunities.

danger,
difficulty
darkness.

or

And if that
Message
remains true for
each of us
personally, it is
true also for us
as a congregation. In the journey that
lies ahead through 2020, as we begin
to explore our future direction and
discuss our priorities for mission and
prepare for what lies beyond this
period of ‘Interim Ministry’, God is
with us.

And yet, for many it is not hope that
dominates, but anxiety. The future
may hold fear instead of promise;
the present be filled with sadness or
difficulty instead of joy and peace.
This is our God; one who has come
among us and shared our life, walked
But whether we are full of fear or of where we walk and who is yet with us
peace, feeling sadness or joy,
in and through all things. God with us,
looking forward with dread or with God in us, God for us.
hope, the message of this season
brings light into the darkness and Jesus, Emmanuel, God with us; it is he
meaning into the celebrations. For whom we celebrate at this season and
we rejoice in the coming of our whose light will ever shine and never
Lord who is named ‘Emmanuel’, be extinguished whatever we may
God with us.
encounter and wherever we may
journey.
God with us in and through all
things; God with us in every
May you know God with you this
moment; God with us in all that the Christmas and throughout 2020.
present holds and through all that
the coming year holds; God with us Your friend,
in all the joys and opportunities that
we trust will lie ahead, and God David Denniston
with us should we encounter any
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.The Incarnation: Fearfully

and wonderfully made
My frame was not hidden from you
when I was made in the secret place,
when I was woven together in the
depths of the earth.
Your eyes saw my unformed body: all
the days ordained for me were written
in your Book, before one of them came
to be. ( Psalm 139: 15-16).
You began life as a single cell. For a
few hours you were a miniscule but
highly complex blob of jelly, until it
began to divide: two cells, four, eight
sixteen, a ball, a hollow ball, and then
something more recognisably like a
living organism. You were still tiny,
but developing a nervous system, head,
body, arms and legs.
Until recently I hadn't thought much
about Jesus being an embryo.
Somehow I find that thought even
more shocking than His birth. How
could God, who made the universe,
have become something so completely
and utterly vulnerable? Maybe in the
past, when the development of a child
happened in 'secret', it was possible
just to let that part of the Christmas
story go untold.
Today, when we see images of a
developing child or even embryos
outside the womb, it is harder to ignore
the process of Jesus becoming a baby.
The Incarnation means that God's Son
went through all the stages in the
diagram in my own biology textbook --

'zygote'.'morula' 'implantation' and so
on.
Jesus was there in the beginning , and
all life owes its existence to him! But
instead of remaining aloof He chose to
become one of us. The Son of God
shared the same kind of DNA as every
other organism on the planet. He knows
what it feels like to have a body to feel
hunger or thirst, pain or pleasure, dark
and light,
In Psalm 139, the writer is meditating
on God's intimating foreknowledge of
Him which began when He was an
embryo . There is nothing which God
doesn't know about Him and even
darkness can't obscure Him from God's
sight. The incarnation means that
God's intimacy with us now extends
even further . He became one of us,
lived with us and shared our very
fragile material nature. The
transcendent God is also immanent
( ever present) longing for us relate to
Him as Father. He became as fragile as
we are so that He could rescue us from
the messes we so often find ourselves
in, With His help, we can remember
wha it means to be fearfully and
wonderfully made.
Dr Ruth Bancewicz ( Faraday
Institute for Science and Religion;
Cambridge)
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The Memory Tree acts as a remembrance of a loved
one to everyone. By hanging a card, or cards, on the
tree you are saying:
“Remember me, remember the times we shared.”
From Sunday 1 December, boxes containing blank
cards, and one for completed cards plus a donation
box will be on the Memory Tree table.
All YOU have to do is choose a card(s), write your
message(s), and place your completed card(s) in the
Completed Box and your donation into the Donation
Box.
All cards will be hung on the tree and, when looking at
the tree, you will remember your loved ones. Those
named on the tree will be remembered in the course of
our Christmas Eve Candlelit Carol Service at 6.00pm
on 24th December.
So, please write your card(s) and pop in your donation.
This year all monies, donated by your generosity, will
be donated to Starchild.
Deadline for your message(s) will be
SUNDAY 22 DECEMBER 2019
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Sunday 1st December 11 am Choir Service. 1s in Advent
6.00pm Evening Service
Sunday 8th December
11.00 am 2nd in Advent
Rev David Denniston
6.00 pm Evening Service Club170 Christmas meal
Sunday 15th December
11.00 am 3rd in Advent
Rev David Denniston Gift service
6.00 am Evening Service
Sunday 22nd December
11.00 am 4th in Advent
Rev David Denniston All age Service
6.00 pm Evening Service
6.00 pm Christmas Eve
Tuesday 24th December
Carols by Candlelight:
All age joint Service with John Ross Memorial (deaf) Church led by
Rev David Denniston
Wednesday 25th December 11.00 am Short Christmas Service
led by Rev David Denniston
Sunday 29th December
11. 00 am End of Year Service
Rev David Denniston
No Evening service

Times for Prayer
Every Sunday
at 10.30 am
Every Tuesday
at 11.30 pm
Every Wednesday at 7.00 pm
Meetings are held in the Craig
Chapel and are open to all.
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Our only meeting in December is:Wed.11th December. The Guild
Christmas Party.
We are delighted that David Sturgeon
has again been able to fit us into his
busy schedule, and look forward to his
musical entertainment.
I wish all members and friends " All
the Blessings of Christmas and a
Happy and Healthy New Year."
We look forward to our "Home Brew"
on 8th January 2020 to hearing from
Elizabeth Gardiner one of the
wonderful young people in our Church
Family.
Rhona Hughes (Secretary)

Pathfinders Post
The Post Office will be open for
business on Sunday 8th and 15th
December at 10.30am in the
Welcome Hall with deliveries
following the morning service.
Stamps will once again be on
“donation sale” with proceeds to
Robin House, Children’s Hospice at
Balloch.

Telling Him.!"

A tale is told of Queen Victoria
and her faithful servant, John
Brown. One Sunday afternoon
they happened to pass a loch.
Looking across the Queen spied a
rowing boat with two or three
people on board. The Queen said
" Just look at these people, out on
the water, and on a Sunday too !"
John Brown said, " Your
Majesty, ma'am, I think you'll find
an example in Scripture where our
Lord entered a boat on the
Sabbath."
Queen Victoria thought about this
for a moment, then said with a
sniff, " Well, two wrongs don't
make a right, do they!!"
RETRACTION
In last month’s Mag we
mentioned that the Moderator
Elect of the Church of Scotland
for 2020—21 would be the Rev.
Martin Fair. The accompanying
photograph was not that of Rev
Fair for which we apologise and
publish the correct one below and
on page 19 of this month’s Mag.

8.

We were astounded that our previous Afternoon Tea in the Style of
Downton was in October 2013.
The Dec 2013 magazine item said : “Our head parlour-maid is leaving
shortly to supervise the opening of the Duke’s residence in Tenerife. We will
give more notice of a similar themed event in the spring when all staff will
have returned to their duties.”
Well, that has been some holiday! The staff are well refreshed and ready to
open up the Welcome Hall for Afternoon Tea in the Style of Downton on
Saturday 14th December 2.00 - 4.30pm.
Tickets costing £5 will include delicate savouries and a pyramid of cakes
and dainties. A Magic Lantern Show will compete the afternoon.
We would encourage you to dress for the occasion. Bring out your flapper
dresses from the back of the wardrobe, dust off your pearls, tail coats and
trilbies. We want to make it a fun afternoon but if dressing up doesn’t
appeal, the most important thing is - to bring yourself.
We look forward to seeing and serving you.
TTM Team

Children's Statements about the Bible
Jesus was baptised by St John the Blacksmith who dumped water on him.
Jesus enunciated the Golden Rule which says do unto others before they
do one to you. He also explained that man doth not live by sweat alone.
When Mary heard she was the mother of Jesus she sang the Magna Carta.

9

75 years of gratitude
Rummaging in a drawer the other day I
came across an old school photograph.
""Quoyloo School 1944" it said on the
back. And there we all were, 39 of us,
together with Miss Merriman and Miss
Grieve. I picked myself out very easily the only black-haired Celt among all
these Vikings!

Many happy memories. Less than a mile
from the school was the world-famous
neolithic village of Skara Brae." The
Picts Hooses" we called them in our
ignorance! I now know that the builders
of Skara Brae were around about 3,000
years before the Picts came on the
scene .The grandfather of one of my pals
was the wartime curator. He was quite
happy for us to play around - but never
inside -the "hooses".
We did some " excavating" of our own
in a nearby sand dune. Sure enough, we
came across bones, and in great
excitement ran with them to my friend's
grandfather. He took one quick look and
said " The banes o' a sheep", thereby
destroying our hopes of fame and
fortune.!
On the other side of the school were two
airfields, one for the RAF and the other

for the Royal Navy Fleet Air Arm. I have
written previously of the marvellous
pantomime the latter put on for the local
primary schools in the very year of the
photograph- 1944. The excitement was
intense. We had no idea what a
pantomime was but were soon laughing
and shouting just like the children in the
big cities. I shall never forget the small
Navy man dressed as a monkey complete
with a Tommy Cooper style fez! He
capered about all over the hangar which
served as a Theatre for the day.
Everything was novel, from electric light
to- wonder of wonders -our first taste of
ice cream.
Back at school, lit by oil lamps and
occasionally candles, the morning ritual
was always the same. We stood to recite
the Lord's Prayer. Then we learned some
short verses of a psalm, before tasting the
delights of arithmetic or English
grammar. Then came the News of the
Day and moving of coloured drawing
pins on a large map of Europe to show
the position of Allied armies ( Christmas
1944 saw the ' Battle of the Bulge' in
Belgium, so there was much moving of
drawing pins!)
We were of course spared from the
reality of war, and the knowledge that at
precisely this time thousands of children
were being lined up outside gas
chambers, and not really all that far away
either.
I have so much to be grateful for. MDM
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they were subsequently named the
'holy innocents' because that is what
The day most of us call 'Boxing Day' they were: holy and wholly innocent,
was when tradesmen used to collect victims of a man's determination to
cling to power whatever the cost.
their annual tips from customers. It
was named in the Church Calendar
Innocent children still suffer of course
as St Stephen's Day in memory of
in refugee camps, in enslaved families,
the first Christian martyr, stoned to
death by an angry crowd because of in unhappy homes and at the hands of
his faith. That is a shocking footnote abusers. Because they are weak and
to the celebration of Christmas, but helpless, and utterly innocent the rest
of us have a duty to protect them. Who
worse is to follow.
can forget the picture of the small
Three days later the Church asks us
Syrian child lying on a sandy beach on
to remember the 'Holy Innocents'.
a Greek island, drowned with his
These were the young children of
parents while desperately seeking
Bethlehem killed by Herod's soldiers
shelter away from a civil war which
in a vain attempt to annihilate the
had already brought death to hundreds
potential new-born king. The Magi like him?

Protecting the Innocents

When Jesus wanted to portray pure
innocence, He took a small child in his
arms. He then uttered a warning,
probably the harshest words to leave
His lips. Anyone who offends against
such little ones would not escape the
most severe punishment.
The fate of the 'holy innocents' is a
sharp reminder, just after the
celebrations at Christmas, that Jesus
the so-called 'Wise Men' - had told
was born into the world just as it is:
him that according to the scripture
the child had been born in that town. light and darkness, compassion and
cruelty, love and hatred. He did not
In fact, the child Jesus was by then
safely across the border in Egypt, his come to endorse that world, but to
parents having been warned to do so change it.
in a dream.
Darkness cannot defeat light. In the
end the angel's song will be fulfilled:
But that did not save the innocent
'Peace on earth in the kingdom of
toddlers of Bethlehem, who were
God.
brutally put to death by the sword.
David Winter ( Parish Pump) : adapted.

11

Trusting God in all things.
For many people, Christmas is a
time of happiness and holiday. An
opportunity for parties, concerts,
pantomimes and watching children
perform nativity plays. We
exchange colourful cards and
presents and prepare for special
meals for families and friends. We
sing carols. We adorn our homes
with all kinds of decorations.

The long journey, possibly on foot, must.
have been horrendous. And then,
reaching Bethlehem there is no suitable
place for a birth.

It was likely that when the shepherds
came and shared their experience of an
angelic visitor and the singing heavenly
host their difficult circumstances began
to make sense. Some days later, when
he Eastern men came with gifts they
were perhaps reassured and encouraged
that God was with them in their
All is a far cry from that first
difficulties. Also, when God told Joseph
Christmas. In our festivities it is
easy to forget that when Jesus came in a dream to flee with Mary to Egypt to
life was hard. The Romans were an escape Herod's fury, they knew that in a
foreign land they could trust God with
occupying force in Israel (or
their lives.
Palestine as they called it.) There
was poverty. The Jews were a
Our own Christmas comes amid life's
captive and oppressed people. They traumas and troubles. In our struggles
had many worries and fears and
we need to know that God can be
awaited their promised Messiah to
working out his purposes. Mary and
bring them freedom.
Joseph came to know that in their
Mary was looking forward to
marrying Joseph and living with
him in Nazareth. Suddenly she
meets a messenger from God, an
angel; told she will be pregnant with
God's Son—and then her fiance
wants to divorce her! Her world is
totally changed. Joseph also
becomes distressed. In the midst of
the turmoil, God speaks to him in a
dream, and while this explains the
miraculous pregnancy, he can't stop
the hurtful gossip or the doubters.
Even if he wanted to face his critics,
he can't remain in Nazareth. He is
compelled to take Mary with him to
Bethlehem to complete a census.

hardships they were in God's will. Like
them, we too must trust God in
life-changing events.
" I know the plans I have for you "
declares the Lord," plans to prosper you
and not harm you, plans to give you
hope and a future." (Jeremiah 29: 11)
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“Daily Bread” NOTES: DECEMBER

How to lead a God life

Communication for real

Sun 1
Mon 2
Tue 3
Wed 4
Thur 5
Fri 6
Sat 7
Sun 8
Mon 9
Tue 10
Wed 11

Psalm 79
Luke 20: 20-26
Luke 20; 27-40
Luke 20: 41-47
Luke 21: 1-4
Luke 21: 5-28
Luke 21: 29-38
Psalm 80
Proverbs 19: 1-29
Proverbs 22: 17-23:9
Proverbs 23: 10-28

Tue 17
Wed 18
Thur 19
Fri 20
Sat 21
Sun 22
Mon 23
Tue 24
Wed 25
Thu 26
Fri
27

Thu 12
Fri 13
Sat 14
Sun 15
Mon 16

Proverbs 24: 1-22
Proverbs 25: 1-28
Proverbs 27 1-17
Psalm 81
2 Peter 1:1-11

Sat
28
Sun 29
Mon 30
Tue 31

2 Peter 1: 12-21:
2 Peter 2: 1-10a
2 Peter 2: 10b-22
2 Peter 3: 1-7
2 Peter 3: 8-18
Psalm 82
Matthew 1: 1-17
Matthew 1: 18-25
Matthew 2: 1-12
Matthew 2: 13-23
Malachi 1: 1-5, 2-10,
10-16
Malachi 2: 17-3:5
Psalm 83
Malachi 3: 6-18
Malachi 4: 1-6

WAY IN….TO PROVERBS 19-27
We have to contend with a mixed bag of people in this world! There are wise
children; foolish children; concerned fathers; joyful mothers; uncaring rich;
undeserving poor; the tight-fisted; scheming officials; noisy neighbours; honest
friends; lying flatterers and those who cynically mock all of the above! These
sound like characters in a contemporary Netflix drama but they populate the
ancient pages of Proverbs, not as entertainment but for warning and instruction.
Since these moral poems and punchy sayings were compiled to educate young
Hebrews, people have become no less concerned with what it means to live a
good life. Today many see it as an individualistic project but how can goodness
be good if it is selfishly unshared? Ultimately Proverbs isn’t interested in
prompting goodness as distinct from godliness. Wisdom is the evidence of
godliness here. It isn’t an exercise in developing critical powers to become an
independent authority, it’s so we know on whom to depend and how. To be wise
is to know God and his ways.
By Phil Andrews (adapted)
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HOW OTHER CHRISTIANS HAVE TO LIVE
EGYPT
Coptic Christian activist Rami Kamil,
who was arrested when police raided his
house in Cairo during the early hours of
Saturday 23 November, is facing
terrorism-related charges. The police
who arrested him refused to allow him to
change his clothes, carry his medications
or speak to a lawyer. They also
confiscated Mr Kamil’s laptop, mobile
phone and camera and books.
Following his arrest, Mr Kamil was taken
to an unknown location, where he
underwent intensive interrogation and
was subjected to physical and
psychological pressure. He later appeared
before the Supreme State Security
Prosecution without legal representation,
and was given 15 days in pre-trial detention. Mr Kamil was subsequently accused
of joining a terrorist organisation,
receiving foreign funding, disturbing
public order, inciting the public against
the state, and using social media to incite
sectarian tensions between Muslims and
Christians.

SYRIA
Father Hosseb Bedoyan, a priest from the
Armenian Catholic Church in the city of
Qamishli in Northeast Syria, was
assassinated on Monday 11 November
near the city of Deir Ezzour in Eastern
Syria.
Father Bedoyan was travelling from
Qamishli to Deir Ezzour to check
reconstruction work on an Armenian
Catholic church which had been
destroyed by the Islamic State (IS) when
the terrorist group seized most of the city
in July 2014. Father Bedoyan was

travelling in a private car together with
his father and two church deacons
when they were ambushed near the
village of Al-Zirr on the outskirts of
Deir Ezzour. Father Bedoyan’s father
was also killed, and the two deacons
were badly injured.
This incident highlights security risks
following the recent Turkish military
operation in Northeast Syria, which
created a massive security vacuum and
caused the displacement of tens of
thousands of civilians, many of them
Christians. Since the operation began
IS has regrouped and launched deadly
attacks in different locations.

TURKEY
A church leader from South Korea was
stabbed to death on Fri 22 November
2019 in Southeast Turkey. Pastor
Jinwook Kim had been living in
Turkey for the last 5 years, and moved
to Diyarbakir city last year, where he
led a small congregation.
A 16-year-old male has been arrested
in connection with Pastor Kim’s
murder. The motive for the killing is
thought to have been because of his
faith. Pastor Kim’s pregnant wife is
due to give birth in the next few days;
they also have a 4-year-old son.
The situation for Turkey’s small
Christian community has become
increasingly precarious. Recent years
have seen an increase in animosity,
hate speech and anti-Christian
sentiments. Last month billboards
encouraging Muslims not to befriend
Jews and Christians were erected in the
city of Konya, sparking outrage and
condemnation.
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Owning a dog is good for your
heart

CHURCH INTIMATIONS
(but not at QPG!!)

Thinking of getting someone a dog for
Christmas? On the plus side, here is an
interesting statistic: dog owners have a
24 per cent reduced risk of all-cause
mortality and are 65 per cent less likely
to die after a heart attack.

On Wednesday the Ladies Liturgy
Society will meet. Mrs Johnson will
sing “Put me in my little bed”
accompanied by the minister.

Such were the recent findings of
researchers at the American Heart
Association. They found that owning a
dog can lead to better cardiovascular
outcomes, especially for heart attack
and stroke survivors who live alone.

The Little Button
At a clearance sale, the wife of a senior
judge found the perfect green tie to
match her husband's sports jackets.
Soon after, when the couple were
relaxing in a favourite holiday
destination to get his mind off a
complicated cocaine conspiracy case, he
noticed a small round disc sewn into the
tie.
The judge was slightly concerned and
arranged for the Police to have look at
it. The police were equally suspicious
that it might be a "bug" planted by the
conspiracy defendants.
The Police took it away for some more
serious analysis. A few days later, the
judge phoned Scotland Yard to find out
the results. " Well, we're not really sure
where the disc came from" the police
told him," But we did discover that if
you press it, it plays Jingle Bells."

The minister’s sermon today is
entitled “What is hell?” Come early
and hear the Choir practice.
The service will close with “Little
drops of water.” One of the ladies
will start quietly and the rest of the
congregation will join in.
The minister would be grateful if
the ladies of the congregation would
lend him their electric girdles for the
pancake breakfast next Sunday.
Eight new choir robes are currently
needed due to the addition of
several new members and to the
deterioration of some of the older
ones.
Miss Charlotte Mason sang “I will
not pass this way again” giving
obvious pleasure to the
congregation.
Would those ladies responsible for
making tea kindly empty teapots
and kettles and then stand upside
down in the sink.
Ladies, don’t forget the jumble sale.
It’s a chance to get rid of all these
things not worth keeping around the
house. Bring your husbands.

Christingle : a generous
present from the Moravians
It is the Moravians we have to thank for
binging us the Christingle.
A Moravian clergyman called John
de Watteville first introduced the
Christingle during a children's service at
Marienborg, Germany in 1747. After
singing some hymns with the children,
he read out some verses which the
children themselves had written
celebrating the birth of Jesus. Then he
explained that true happiness only comes
through knowing Jesus. "Jesus", he said
"has kindled in each little heart a flame
which keeps burning to their and our
happiness."

customs with them.

No one knows for certain when the word
Christingle was first used with regard to
the custom. Some people say that it comes
from the old Saxon word 'ingle' meaning
'fire' or light" Another theory is that it
derives from the German 'angel' (angel)
meaning Christ-angel.

In any event, the symbolism of
Christingle gradually developed until
today the Moravians in the British
Province use an orange representing the
world with a lighted candle to represent
Christ, the Light of the World. Nuts,
raisins and sweets on cocktail sticks
around the candle represent God's bounty
and goodness in providing the fruits of the
earth. Red paper, forming a frill around
Then de Watteville went on to illustrate the base of the candle, reminds us of the
that "flame". He gave each child a a little blood of Christ shed for all people on the
lighted candle tied around with red
cross at Calvary.
ribbon. He ended the service with a short
prayer Lord Jesus, kindle a flame in
In Moravian churches, the Christingle
these children's hearts that theirs like
Service is usually held on the Sunday
Thine become."
before Christmas or on Christmas Eve.
The visual aid was a great success with
the children ot Marionbor, for the log for
that day recorded," hereupon the
children went joyful with lighted candles
to their rooms and went glad and happy
to bed." The Christingle had arrived."
Jesus", he said, kindled in every little
heart a flame which keeps burning to
their joy and our happiness."
The candle and red ribbon were
remembered the following year and
every year thereafter. The Moravians
began to travel far beyond Germany.
Moravian communities are found today
in many countries and they took their
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The website for the Moravian church
says: We are glad that the Moravian
Chuch has been able to make this
contribution to the wider Christian
world." ( ParishPump)
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CRECHE
1st Dec
8th Dec
15th Dec
22nd Dec
29th Dec
5th Jan

B. Roberts
A. Gardiner
I. Haddow
M. Coubrough
B. Roberts
A. Gardiner

F. Campbell
F. McCall
M. Carvil
M. Borland
F. Campbell
F. McCall

Thank you for being there to
look after the youngest
members of our
congregation each Sunday .
As always if you cannot
manage please change or
contact me (586 4294).
Wishing everyone a Blessed
Christmas and Good Health
and Peace for the New Year

Festive Soup on Sunday - 15th December
We hope you will join us for festive food, fun and fellowship on
Sunday 15th December following the
morning service.
Menu:
Choices of soups : - Lentil, Butternut
Squash & Ginger Soup, Chicken & Veg
Soup & crusty bread.
Dessert : Gateaux & Cream Fruit
Cocktail & Cream
Tea/coffee & biscuits
Due to our very welcome increase
in numbers since the John Ross
The team from 8th
Memorial church have joined with
December to 6th January us, we have decided to sell tickets
2020, both dates inclusive in advance priced £3.00 for this
is: G Gardiner, P Brown, A Festive SOS. This will enable us to
Watt.
gauge numbers for catering
purposes.
Many thanks to all who
Not that we will turn anyone
helped in the Team in
2019. Wishing everyone a away on the day!!
very happy Christmas.
Counting Team Rota

TTM Team
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CHURCH VESTIBULE /
BOOKS DUTY – SUNDAY
MORNINGS
8th December

15th December

22nd December

29th December

5th January

Mrs. A. Coleman
Mrs. M. Comrie
Mrs. M. Rankin
Miss M. Percy
Miss L. Boyle
Mrs. E. McNicoll
Mrs. R. Hughes
Mrs. M. Carvil
Mrs. A. Neil
Miss M. Davidson
Mr. A. Comrie
Miss L. Hunter
Mrs. A. M. Gardiner
Mr. P. Brown
Mrs. N. Griffith
Mrs. L. Friel
Mrs. M. Coubrough
Miss M. Percy
Mrs. M. Brindle
Mr. G. Gardiner
Mrs. A. Coleman
Mrs. M. Comrie
Mrs. M. Rankin
Miss M. Percy

"THE WELL"
Christmas Countdown Appeal
We have received a letter from
Sarah McPhie of "The Well"
seeking our support for their
Christmas Appeal. They are
celebrating 25 years of dedicated
service to ethnic minority
communities, and as a congregation
we have given support for all that
time, both financially and through
volunteering.
You too might like to become a
volunteer, in which case you will
receive a warm welcome. No expert
knowledge is needed , just a
'listening ear' and a willingness to
help. "The Well" will provide any
training. Just give .Rhoda or Penny
a call

This year they plan a special
Christmas Countdown. Every day in
12th January
December until Christmas itself
they will post on their Facebook,
Instagram and Twitter to tell folk of
the work at "The Well" and how
OFFERING DUTIES:-The following they can help by monetary
Members are asked to take duty on the donations, but there will be practical
suggestions of how "Well values"
following Sundays:- 8th December
can be put into action. These values
2019 – 12th January 2020
are based on Christ's teaching about
Back Pews
Mr. M. Leitch neighbourliness. You can donate to
the Appeal on www.give.net/
Left Side Pews/Chairs Mrs. A. Neil
WellChristmsCountdown.
Right Side Chairs/ Choir
Mrs. R. Hughes I'm sure they will accept donations
by old fashioned methods also!
( Ed.)
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INTIMATIONS

1.

The Kirk Session will meet on Tuesday 21st January 2020.

2.

Team Leaders will meet on Tuesday 17th December 2019.

3.

Cases of illness or urgent pastoral need should be intimated without
delay to the Minister.

4.

Any person who would like to become a communicant member of the
church should speak to the Minister.

5.

The next date for handing in material for the January Magazine is
Sunday 6th January.
TREASURER’S REPORT TO 24TH NOV 2019
Open Plate
Freewill Offerings
Gift Aid Freewill Offerings
Total
Average per Sunday

£ 2,517
£ 8,967
£ 48,011
£ 59,415
£ 1,266

OTHER INCOME
Donation to Poppy Scotland (retiral offering)
Donation to Poppy Scotland (Soup on Sunday)
Anon Donation

£128
£165.14
£40

M. Borland, Treasurer
Many thanks to everyone who contributed financially to
the running of our Church in 2019. Merry Christmas to
you all.
Finance Team
GENERAL FABRIC FUND
Balance at 1/1/19
£12,612
+ Income
£ 2,860
£15,472
Expenditure
£ 9,104
Balance at 24/11/19 £ 6,368
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DECEMBER 2019
Christmas in the Holy Land
Rev Kate McDonald offers her thoughts for Advent and beyond from Tiberias in
Galilee.
Meanwhile, Rev John McCulloch describes a very different Christmas in Bethlehem
where Jesus was born. There "so many are yearning for hope dignity and freedom."
A Genuine Freedom
Ron Ferguson explains why he believes the current problems of the world are rooted
in the spiritual." To turn once more towards the First Coming of the Christ is to turn
to the light, to look for illumination in the enfolding darkness."
Discipleship and Me
Part Two of the series: Christians from round the world offer their own perspectives
on following Jesus.
Bethlehem reality.
Each Christmas we sing carols happily; " O Little town of Bethleham , how still we
see you lie...." The Very Rev John Chalmers says that there is nothing "still" or
"dreamless" about it today and its inhabitants deserve our prayers at this time.
My Story is my work
Jackie Macadam highlights the background of a series of portraits hanging in the
halls of the Royal Society of Edinburgh.
Transforming Lives in Christ's Name
Vic Dickinson reflects on a year of Social Care celebrations
marking a hundred years of CrossReach and of the Church
of Scotland's involvement in the work.
Moderator Elect:
Thomas Baldwin interviews Rev Martin Fair who will be
Moderator at the next General Assembly.
Bible Study
Rev Martin Fair continues his series of studies of
1 Thessalonians.
Someone is coming
The Very Rev Colin Sinclair reflects on the messages we receive at Advent and
Christmas
A lively Letters page, also church Registers, local national and world wide news
with prize crosswords, poems and prayers. All this at a very reasonable price. To
subscribe speak to Rhona Hughes.
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