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NEW  YEAR 

( Psalm 139) 

 

A new year! 

We look back to the old. 

to the leaving, gladly or sadly. 

          We look ahead to the unknown, 

to days which might bring love, or loss. 

In our own strength, with our own wisdom 

                 this is a scary place. 

But our God is already there – 

ahead and behind. 

 

He created us. 

He knows all our days. 

So we need not be afraid. 

In him we are secure 

for this new year and forever. 

He will be with us 

if we trust. 

Lift up our eyes 

and walk on. 

And with His help, we can. 

                                                                                                          By Daphne Kitching. 

2. 



To my church family, 

I hope that you have had a blessed Christmas and New Year! 

This month will mark a special time for me, as it was on 21 January 

2015 that I was ordained and inducted as your minister. These past 

two years have been the best of my life, thus far. That is not to say 

that they have been very easy. As a minister, among my peers I am 

often considered something of a novelty. Many people ask me the question, ‘What 

is it like being a minister?’ My answer is relatively well-rehearsed. It is a very honest 

response. I say something along the lines of: 

 To be a minister is the most challenging and frustrating experience I have ever had. 

Juggling all of the administrative demands of my particular calling to our 

congregation and local community is very time-consuming, and at times, very 

discouraging. This is in addition to all of the pastoral demands with funerals, people 

struggling with their health, people struggling with poverty, people struggling with 

substance abuse, as well as trying to remain engaged intellectually in order to best 

share the Gospel during our services of and throughout our busy weekly programme 

of events. All the while, I must also remember the most important aspect of my 

calling — to remain in conversation with God through prayer and reflection. And 

when I consider all of these things together, there is absolutely nothing I would 

rather do with my life. 

I would be lying if I said being a minister was always easy, but I can say that being a 

minister is more rewarding than anything else I can imagine. To know and love my 

congregation is a supreme blessing. To be with folk, both in the congregation and in 

the parish, in their darkest and most vulnerable times is an unparalleled privilege 

and honour. I learn so much about life and faith through the ministries of other 

people, including the people who never darken the door of our church building. I 

must thank you all for your continued love and support. 

This next year will be full of its fresh share of challenges, of this I am certain. But I 

am embolded when I think of God’s faithfulness to us in even the most difficult of 

circumstances. For God knows our limitations and our sufferings intimately. Let us 

not forget that Jesus Christ is our Emmanuel. We face no challenge without God. 

And even in the midst of struggle, God’s Kingdom is still on the move. I am confident 

that we will experience the joy and grace of that Kingdom in new and exciting ways 

in this coming year. May we be granted the eyes to see and ears to hear the work of 

God in our lives. 

Many blessings to you all, 

Elijah 
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Prayer Breakfast 
 

CHANGE  OF  DATE 
 

Queen's Park Govanhill Parish church will host the 

next prayer breakfast. We meet at 8.30am on 

 Saturday 21st January 2017 

 

This is a time of shared fellowship  with churches of differing  

denominations. It starts with a simple breakfast prepared by the Prayer 

Team of cereal, toast, croissant, fruit juice, tea or coffee, followed by a 

time of united prayer.  

 

It is spiritually uplifting knowing that the ripples on a pool that started 

over 6 years ago continue to spread ever outwards.  

Do come along and join us 

 

Ruby Smith 

Prayer Team Leader  
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Sunday  1st January 2017   11.00 am   Rev Dr Elijah Smith 

                                                                NEW YEAR’S DAY 

                                                                No Evening service                     

Sunday  8th January            11.00 am   Rev Dr Elijah Smith                

      6.00 pm   Evening Service                           

Sunday 15th January           11.00 am   Rev Dr Elijah Smith                   

      6.00 pm   Evening Service                        

Sunday  22nd January          11.00 am   Rev Dr Elijah Smith                      

       6.00 pm   Evening Service                              

Sunday 29th January             11.00 am  Rev Dr Elijah Smith           

        6.00 pm  Evening Service                       

Sunday 5th FEBRUARY        11.00 am  Rev Dr Elijah Smith                     

       ( COMMUNION)                 

         6.00 pm   Evening Service                        



The Committee wish all our members A Happy 

New Year.  

We continue our programme into a new Session on 

alternate Wednesdays at 2pm.  

 

The programme for January 2017 

Jan. 11th -  Homebrew  

        Jan  25th -  "Chair Exercises" Irene Hay 

 

Do come and join us, a warm welcome is extended to both existing as 

well as new members.      Ruby Smith (Secretary) 

 

 

Education Team : Bookstall 
 

The Education Team would like to thank all members and 

friends of the congregation for their support for the bookstall 

which took place in November. A record 

volume of sales was achieved, which is 

doubly satisfying since we receive a 

commission on sales that enables new 

items to be purchased for the library. 
 

We are hoping to run another bookstall 

in March to catch the Easter trade, so please watch this space 

for further details.              

            ML 

5. 

Our first meeting of 2017 is our Burns Supper on 

MONDAY 23RD JANUARY  6.30 pm for a 7.00 

pm start. 
 

A full panoply of home spun entertainers is in 

place and all members and friends of the          

congregation are invited to attend.   
 

Tickets are limited so it is first come first served. 

               Lindsay Macqueen, Secretary 



Club 170 

 

Around twenty people attended the Christmas Meal on Sunday 

11th December with a good turnout from the 170 Team. 

After a short service, conducted by Morag, a “knife and fork” 

meal was served  -  a little different from the usual Sunday fayre. 

This was well received and only surpassed by the arrival of Santa  

accompanied by his “elves.”  
 

The Club will not meet on Sunday 25th and Sunday 1st January but will be in 

business for the next 50 weeks of 2017. 
 

With many thanks to “the shoppers,” present team, kitchen staff and, of 

course, a very special thank you to Santa who dropped in during his busiest 

time of the year! 

Seasonal Tale 
 

One New Year Sunday a minister in Helmsdale 

(Sutherland) rebuked his church officer, not only for  

arriving late for the evening service, but also for    

being the worse for drink, and falling asleep during 

the sermon. The man   excused himself by saying that 

he had been up the strath that afternoon, and then 

added, ‘You know what it’s like at New Year’. ‘I 

know perfectly well’,  replied the minister, ‘ I was up 

the Strath myself visiting and I’m not in the state you 

are in’. ‘ No’, agreed the beadle, ‘but you are not as 

popular as I am.”                                         

          From ‘HOLY WIT‘ by Rev James Simpson. 
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Pathfinders Post 
 

Many thanks to those who supported Pathfinders Post. 

As a result, Robin House, the Children’s Hospice at    

Balloch has benefitted to the extent of £290.                

        Joyce McNae 



Grace & Flavour Café 
 

Once again we have reached a New Year and wonder where the last 12 

months have gone! 
 

The Café continues to keep open each Tuesday and Wednesday, and in 

addition to our own regular customers, we have the Crossreach Young 

Mothers’ Group each Tuesday. This is a group of approximately 18-20, 

consisting of staff, mothers, toddlers and babies, for a sit-down lunch. 

In December we had 15 members of the Keep Fit Class in the  

Neighbourhood Centre for Christmas Lunch – the fourth occasion on 

which they have been with us. 
 

We started 2016 unsure of the future of the Daisy Street premises, but 

decided to keep the Café open on a month-by-month basis until March, 

when we thought we would have word about the Feasibility Study. This 

was extended until September and now we wait to see whether a Trust 

will be formed to take responsibility for the Daisy Street premises. We 

therefore continue to keep serving the community at 28 Daisy Street, in 

the hope that we shall have had favourable news by the end of December 

2016. 
 

Our sincere thanks are due to Ann and Stuart Bruce for coming in each 

Tuesday and Wednesday while Lis and George Friel were off cruising – 

we couldn’t have managed without you! Thanks also to Rosemary for 

coming in those extra days when we were short-staffed in the kitchen, 

and also for running me to the Cash & Carry when stocks were running 

low. 
 

The Café closed on 14th December and, dependent on news of the         

formation of a Trust and its plans for Daisy Street, we hope to re-open on 

Tuesday 10th January 2017. The Café Committee would like to thank 

Louise ( Laing) for clearing up all the debris in both lanes and at the 

front of the building. She has come out in terrible weather to ensure that 

these areas are neat and tidy. Thank you Louise – you are a star ! 
 

We also take this opportunity to thank our Queen’s Drive “regulars” for 

their continued faithful support. 
 
 

All staff of Grace & Flavour wish everyone at Queen’s Drive a happy and 

healthy 2017. 

      Linda M Hunter ( Café Chairperson) 
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It happened in January……. 
 

170 years ago:  On 6th-13th January 1842, during the first British-Afghan War ,a 
British force of 4,500 troops together with about 10,000 camp followers were driven 
out of the country. On the retreat from Kabul almost every one of them was killed. 
100 years ago : On 31st January 1917 the German Government announced that it  
was opening unrestricted submarine warfare- even passenger liners were regarded as 
legitimate targets. Shortly after the liner “Lusitania” was torpedoed off the coast of 
Ireland with great loss of life. 
90 years ago : On 15th January 1927 the BBC broadcast a radio commentary on an 
outdoor event for the first time – the rugby match England v Wales at Twickenham. 
75 years ago:  On 26th January 1942 the first US troops sent to Europe disembarked 
in Belfast. They were 4,508 members of the US 34th Infantry Regiment. They were 
shortly to be joined by thousands more 
50 years ago:  On 27th January 1967 the Apollo1 tragedy occurred as three 
astronauts were killed when their command module caught fire during a pre-launch 
test. 
30 years ago: On 20th January 1987 Terry Waite, special envoy of the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, was taken hostage in Beirut. He was not released for nearly 5 years. 

20 years ago:  On 20th January 1997 Bill Clinton was inaugurated as US President 

for a second term. 

8. 

Old Glasgow Club … 
 

You may have noticed a sizeable article in the Herald recently about the Old   
Glasgow Club. An extract………. 
 

“Then James (the speaker) asked for questions from the audience. If you have ever 
been to a public meeting you will know exactly what it was like. Someone with a 
microphone trying to get to the audience members with their hands up -momentary 
confusion and delay. One gentleman felt the hall’s acoustics were not in need of 
electronic enhancement and spoke    before the microphone arrived. There were 
murmurs from the rear and he was told: “People at the back have no idea what you 
are saying.” “Sometimes I have no idea either,” he sharply replied……. Pure   
public   engagement ! Get out, meet people and hear something new about     
something you think you already know. That’s the point of the Old Glasgow 
Club.” 
 

The club meets on the second Thursday of the month September through to May 
with lectures on a variety of Glasgow related subjects. So far this    session we 
have heard about Mary Barbour of Glasgow Rent Strike fame, the Cuningar Loop 
(James being the speaker mentioned above) the history of Watt Brothers and the 
Glasgow Womens’ Library. 2017 lectures are  Glasgow Markets, A Night to     
Remember – 60 years of STV, Flights of Fancy and Dennistoun.     

          Joyce McNae 



A FORGOTTEN  HERO ? 
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The village of Killearn, just north of 
Glasgow is a pleasant place. Its most 
interesting feature is a tall ( 60 foot high) 
obelisk, erected by public subscription in 
1788. It commemorates Killearn’s most 
famous son, George Buchanan, or Seo-
ras Cananaich,  born in the village in 
1506. 
 

In his life-
time George 
was arguably 
the most  
famous 
Scotsman of 
his time,  
although  
outside his 
native      
village he is 
little known 
today. In 
1506        
Killearn and district were still Gaelic in 
speech, but although his father was a 
Gael his mother was from the Lothians, 
so he had the advantage of being          
bi-lingual from childhood.  From an 
early age he showed a talent for         
languages, especially Latin, the language 
of all educated people in Europe.       
Nobody ,it was said, knew Latin better 
than Buchanan and his fame spread 
throughout Europe as the best (Latin) 
poet of the age. 
 

He was educated at the University of St 
Andrews where he met a fellow-student 
called John Knox. Although their careers 
diverged after university, they both were 

to be leading figures in the Protestant 
Reformation in Scotland . Buchanan, 
however ,became an academic  spending 
most of his life as a professor in          
universities in France ( Paris and        
Bordeaux) ,Portugal ( Coimbra) and 
Spain ( Salamanca). before returning to 
Scotland at the age of 60 as tutor to the 
young Mary Queen of Scots. By then he 
had fallen foul of the Inquisition for his 
heretical views and had suffered         
imprisonment as a result. Mary found 
him to be a congenial tutor, being fluent 
in French , her native tongue. But on  
religious matters they could never agree, 
and there was the little business of the 
suspicious death of Lord Darnley her 
husband – who just happened to be the 
chief of the Buchanan clan ! 
 

After Queen Mary fled from Scotland 
following her defeat at the Battle of 
Langside in 1568, the Scottish             
establishment led by John Knox were 
determined that her young son, James 
VI ,should be brought up and educated as 
a Protestant prince, and who better to be 
given the task than George Buchanan?  
He certainly took his role as tutor        
seriously, and proved to be a harsh 
teacher, a firm believer in corporal     
punishment – even for a  young king !   
In those days it was the custom for there 
to be a ‘whipping boy’ to take the      
punishment for a young prince.           
Buchanan abolished this practice. 
 

 James hated him but it could not be   
denied that he benefitted from the best 
education available. In particular, James 



 had a thorough grounding in Protestant 
theology. When 1603 he became king of 
England as well as Scotland  he was   
almost certainly the most intellectual 
monarch we have ever had, well able to 
argue theology with the various factions 
who sought to influence him. It was from 
these debates that James authorised a 
new translation of the Bible into English 
and it appeared in 1611 – what we now 
know at the Authorised Version. So it 
could be said that George Buchanan , 
who had died thirty years earlier in 1582, 
had through his influence on James done 
more to consolidate the Reformation in 
both of his realms than almost anyone. 
In 2010 all this was brilliantly brought to 
life by Norman Stone in the film “ KJB: 
The Book that Changed the World”.  (If 
you have not seen it please speak to me, 
as I have the DVD which you could  
borrow.) 
 

George Buchanan’s final days were sad. 
Monarchs often ‘used’ people and then 
cast them aside, and so it was with him. 
He fell on hard times. As he was on his 
deathbed in Edinburgh his servant told 
him that there was not enough money in 
the house to pay for a proper funeral. “ It 
matters nocht,” said Buchanan,” gie 
what there is tae the poor o’ the toon… 

they (the Council) can either let my body 
lie here , or dae wi’ it as they please.” 

 

And so it was that the Town Council Of 
Edinburgh were shamed into burying 
him in Greyfriars Kirkyard at public  
expense. You can see his grave to this 
day.  Inside Greyfriars Kirk a very fine 
stained glass window  stands in his  
honour : George Buchanan : the Prince 
of Scholars. 

MDM  ( sources: ‘ The Makers of the 

Kirk’ by T. Ratcliffe Barnett; 1915) 

 

Letting Go of the Past 
As most people know, this month is 
named for the Roman god Janus who is 
represented as having two faces. We 
may look back to the old year with sad-
ness or regret, but how can we make a 
fresh start at the beginning of 2017 ? 
The apostle Paul writes, ‘ But one thing I 
do: forgetting what is behind and strain-

ing towards what is ahead, I press on 

toward the goal to win the prize for 

which God has called me heavenward in 

Jesus Christ.’ (Philippians 3:13,14) 
 

Firstly, if you want a new start you need 
to forget the things which are behind.  
Paul pictures himself as an athlete run-
ning for Christ , yet not looking back. 
He refused to allow his past sins and 
failures to define who he was. By God’s 
grace he no longer saw himself that way. 
The same can be true of ourselves, as we 
confess our sins and receive God’s for-
giveness and new life. 
 

Secondly, we need to focus on the 

things that lie ahead.  The athlete is 
entirely focused on winning the race and 
gaining the prize.  Like Paul, we have to 
be single-minded in making Jesus the 
focus of everything we do. How can we 
go deeper in our prayer life and Bible 
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 moving walkway called Progress which 
would endlessly deliver health, wealth and 
happiness. Up to a point, it has done so. 
Modern medicine has kept millions alive. 
We can fly to the other side of the world in 
a day, or if we prefer, sit at home and 
communicate with distant relatives via the 
wonder of Skype. Astonishing advances 
have been made, but simultaneously the 
bloodiest wars are being fought and there 
is no sign of a let-up. We have discovered 
that human beings are no nicer than they 
ever were –perhaps they are even worse. 
 

Confidence in Progress has been rocked 
by nightly news of carnage across the 
world – in Syria, in Iraq, in South Sudan, 
in Nigeria, and in terrorist attacks in 
Europe and America. And when it comes 
to prosperity, we have witnessed the world 
economy shipwrecked by a handful of  
bonus-greedy bankers. The outcome? The 
rich have become even richer and the 
poor, poorer. And there seems no end in 
sight. 
 

We feel that this is not as it was meant to 
be, We still have an inbuilt yearning for 
something more stable, more trustworthy, 
more just. Can we imagine a different 
world, where the Kingdom belongs to the 
spiritually poor, where mourners find 
comfort and meekness is rewarded? Where 
a deep desire for right to prevail will be 
satisfied, where mercy is offered and    
received, where purity of heart brings a 
vision of God and peacemakers are seen as 
His children. 
 

This is Christ’s alternative to the status 
quo. It doesn’t  come cheap. Some will 
continue to face persecution , as He was, 
simply for being identified with           
righteousness. Their place, too, is in 
heaven. Is that the manifesto we are    

seeking ? 

reading this year? What will it mean to 
better serve Christ in our workplace or 
career, or in our family and children? 
 

Paul looked forward to the day when he 
would stand before God, and hear Him 
say. ‘Well done, good and faithful  

servant’. In the light of all that Jesus 
had done for him, Paul wanted to give 
his very best to Jesus. As we stand at 
the beginning of this New Year, let’s 
ask ourselves,’ What can I do this year 

that will help me to bring glory and 
honour to God ?’ 

Paul Hardingham ( Parish Pump) – 

slightly adapted. 

Why we have Trump and Brexit? 

The Rev John Barton , in ‘Parish 

Pump’, meditates on recent events in 

the world. 

Voters surprised politicians on both 
sides of the Atlantic in 2016. As result, 
the USA has an unlikely President- elect 
and the United Kingdom is involved in 
the painful process of leaving the  
European Union. There are strong hints 
that the electorate in other countries are 
also disgruntled with the status quo and 
may choose to vote for untried  
alternatives. 
 

Why ? Here is one suggestion. Dreams 
of Utopia have evaporated. Not so long 
ago we thought that the human race (or 
at least our part of it) was set on a   
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WAY  IN ……. To  JOHN  1 – 4 
 

“Happy New Year everyone ! …. I can’t think of a better way to celebrate New Year 

than in God’s word, can you ? Especially since we’re going to begin with the first 
four chapters of John’s Gospel, which opens with the words ‘in the beginning’.. 
The question is often asked, ‘ Why do the four gospels differ so much ‘? 
 

Each Gospel covers different aspects of the life and ministry of Jesus. The four 
writers wrote from different perspectives . None of them meant to write a 
chronologically accurate biography, hence details or timing often vary. 
 

The first three Gospels, the ‘Synoptic Gospels’ are the most similar. The fourth, 
John’s Gospel, is commonly believed to have been written by John, one of Jesus’ 
chosen disciples and one of the three who were closest to the Saviour. The author 
often gives information not included in the other three gospels. Clearly, he lived 
closely with Jesus and knew him intimately. 
 

Throughout these two weeks, we will see how the winds of change moved across the 
Galilean countryside. We start our journey with another John, a relative of Jesus. 
Remember when Elizabeth’s unborn baby leapt in the womb when the pregnant Mary 

came to visit ? That baby was John , whom we know as the Baptist.”  Shirley Corder. 
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. SU  'Daily Bread ' NOTES      JANUARY   

  Winds of change  Wed   18 1 Samuel 2:12-26 

Sun     1   Psalm  91 Thur   19 1Samuel 2: 27-36 

Mon   2 John  1: 1-18 Fri       20 1 Samuel 3: 1-4:1a 

Tue    3 John  1: 19-28 Sat     21 1 Samuel 4: 1b-22 

Wed  4 John  1: 29-34 Sun    22   Psalm  94 

Thur  5 John  1:35-42 Mon   23 1 Samuel 7: 2-17 

Fri      6 John 1: 43-51 Tue    24 1 Samuel 8: 1-22 

Sat    7 John 2: 1-11 Wed  25 1 Samuel 9:  1-27 

Sun   8    Psalm  92 Thur  26 1 Samuel 10: 1-27 

Mon  9 John 2: 12-25 Fri     27 1 Samuel 11: 1-15 

Tue   10 John 3: 1-21 Sat    28 1 Samuel 12: 1-25 

Wed 11 John 3:22-36 Sun   29     Psalm  95 

Thur  12 John 4: 1-26   One call fits all  

Fri     13 John 4: 27-42 Mon  30 Romans 1: 1-7 

Sat     14 John 4:  43-54 Tue    31  Romans 1:8-13 

Sun   15 Psalm 93  FEBRUARY  

   Hard  Lessons     Mon   1 Romans 1: 14-17 

Mon  16 1 Samuel 1; 1-28    Tue    2 Romans 1: 18-32 

Tue    17 1 Samuel 2:  1-11    



How Other Christians Have To Live 
 

NIGERIA – SEVENTY HOMES IN NIGERIA TORCHED BY BOKO 

HARAM, SIX INJURED 

Seventy Christian homes in Thlulaimakalama, a predominantly Christian village in 
north-eastern Nigeria some ten miles from Chibok, were looted and set ablaze on 25 
November in a Boko Haram terror attack. The fires also gutted nearby shops and left 
other buildings in ruins. Although six Christians were injured, most were able to    
escape into the bush. Four Muslim homes were also torched. 
 

INDONESIA – TWO-YEAR-OLD CHRISTIAN GIRL DIES FROM INJURIES 

AFTER CHURCH ATTACK 

A two-year-old girl died from her injuries sustained in an attack outside a church in 
Indonesia's East Kalimantan province on 13 November. Intan Olivia Marbun was 
playing with other children when an attacker on a motorbike threw explosives into the 
parking area in front of the church. She died the following day from extensive burns 
and respiratory problems. Three other children were treated in hospital for their     
injuries. Six people, including the suspected attacker, were arrested following the  
incident; all are believed to have links to a local militant group which supports Islamic 
State (IS). 
 
TURKEY – CLIMATE OF GROWING INSTABILITY FOR CHRISTIANS 

Lift up in prayer Christians in Turkey after a recent report on the country by the 
European Commission highlighted the ongoing persecution of Christians in 2016, 
stating that, “Hate speech and hate crimes against Christians and Jews continued to be 
repeatedly reported.” 
Typical incidents include Islamic anti-Christian posters and graffiti being deliberately 
placed near church buildings, anonymous threats sent by text and email to church  
pastors, as well as physical attacks. In many cases, no official action is taken by     
police, despite crimes being reported.    
 
EGYPT – CHRISTIANS TARGETED BY FRENZIED MOB OVER CHURCH-

BUILDING RUMOURS 

A Muslim mob gathered after Friday prayers on 25 November and launched a         
coordinated attack on Christian homes and business in the Egyptian town of             
al-Naghameesh, incited by false rumours that the Christian community was about to 
open a church. A Christian-owned guesthouse was torched, a shop looted and ten 
homes damaged in the attack, during which the water supply to al-Naghameesh was 
cut off and the road blocked to prevent fire engines reaching the town. Police did   
intervene to disperse the mob and make arrests, and the local governor has              
subsequently stated that the regional government will cover the cost of repairs to the 
guesthouse, assuring the Christian community that justice will be served. 
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Magnus 900 
 

Members of the former Queen’s Park Parish congregation will remember that in 2013, 
following a visit I made to Orkney, we donated a redundant small electronic organ to 
the St Magnus Kirk in Birsay.  ( Not to be confused with St Magnus Cathedral in 
Kirkwall). 
 

Having spent part of my childhood in Orkney, it has a warm place in my heart and I 
still keep in contact with a few people I know there. One of them, Bert Harvey, is now 
secretary of the St Magnus Trust, which has taken responsibility for the historic kirk.  
It is not now a parish church , but is used for funerals, weddings , and, most            
importantly, for musical events, especially those taking place during the annual St 
Magnus Festival. Our organ is being used regularly in all these. The church also     
attracts many tourists. 
 

Bert tells me that this year (2017) will be a very special one. It has been designated the 
year of ‘Magnus 900.’ It commemorates the martyrdom of St Magnus on the isle of 
Egilsay in 1117. His corpse was returned to Birsay for burial at the church which 
bears his name. However, when the building of St Magnus Cathedral  began in 1135 
his remains were taken to Kirkwall. At the beginning of last century during restoration 
work in the Cathedral, a skull was found in one of the pillars which showed evidence 
of a fatal axe blow to the head – exactly as the historical account tells us. 
 

Bert also says that visitors to Birsay 
will be very welcome. There will be 
innumerable events this year connected 
with ‘Magnus 900’. Who knows you 
might even hear our former organ being 
played at one of them.? 
 

Just one word of warning . I quote:  
“ Orkney is suffering from the scourge 

of visiting cruise liners on an almost 

daily basis for four or five months. 

Some of them have well over 2,000  

passengers…. who take over the centre of Kirkwall, making it a no-go area for local 

people…mob the shops, usually looking for wi-fi, ignore traffic lights … one lot even 

tried to take ‘selfies’ at a funeral coming out of the Cathedral.” 
 

The village of Birsay, however, hasn’t been affected, largely because there is a corner 
in the road which is extremely difficult for large coaches to negotiate!  Nevertheless 
the visitors book at St Magnus Kirk shows entries from all over the world –            
particularly from Canada where many Orcadians settled in the 18th and 19th Centuries. 
The village also will figure in a new pilgrim route in 2017, called The St Magnus 
Way. It will be inaugurated on St Magnus Day ( 16th April). 
 

It sounds as if Orkney in  2017 will be the place to visit !   MDM 
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Leprosy Mission 
 

Many thanks to everyone who gives to The Leprosy Mission. 

£175.00 was banked on 7th December 2016, which brought 

the grand total for 2016 to £500.00. 

Should any member of the church wish to donate to The  

Leprosy Mission please get in touch with me.     Nancy Miller 
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. CRECHE 
 

 15th Jan F. McCall   M. Carvil 

22nd Jan B. Roberts   M. Coubrough 

29th Jan M. Borland   P. Piper 

 5th Feb F. Campbell  A. Gardiner 

As always if you cannot manage please 

change or contact me (586 4294).  

 

Thank you for being  there to 

look after the youngest    

members of our congregation 

each Sunday morning  

Wishing everyone a  happy 

and healthy 2017  

Betty Roberts  

Counting Team Rota 

 
The Team for Sunday, 15th January until Sunday, 5th February        

( inclusive) is as follows. 

L Boyle;  M Queen;  P Brown;  A Watt. 

 

If you cannot manage any Sunday please arrange for a substitute, or    

contact Alan Watt 

Support  Group  For  Torture  Victims 
 

The next meeting of the Group will be on Tuesday 31st 

January at 7.30 pm in the Welcome Hall. 
 

Come along and add your weight to help our Christian 

brothers and sisters being persecuted all over the 

world and even in our  own country (see page 13 for 

the latest information) 



 

Congregational Register 

 

Baptism  

 

11th December             Ailsa Irene Clark 

 
 

NEWS FROM THE FOODBANK 

 

Last month I reported that a group of children from Hutcheson Primary 

School came to the Foodbank to see how they could help  us.   I am 

delighted with the large donation we received from them.   You will see 

from the picture that they took note that main meals were our 

greatest need (we only had about 10 tins left)  which  made it possible for 

each person who came to the Foodbank on 22nd December to receive 

their normal 3 day bag also an extra bag containing their Christmas 

dinner.  This consisted of a tinned chicken or meat pie, vegetables, fruit 

or rice and a packed of biscuits.  I am very grateful to Miss Clarke and 

the Charities Committee for all they did in raising such a large amount of 

food. 
 

One of our regular contributors, The Panda Restaurant in Springfield 

Quay has also been very generous to us.  They donated £20 vouchers for 

our clients to have a buffet meal.  The vouchers were also give out with 

the Christmas meal. 
 

Thanks go to the Congregation and those using the Welcome Hall for all 

donations put in the collection bin. 
 

I would like to thank the team for all their hard work and dedication 

over the past year. 

 

Wendy Bradley 

Team Leader 
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DUTY ROTA:-    The following Members are asked to take up duty as 

indicated. 

CHURCH VESTIBULE/BOOKS DUTY – SUNDAY  MORNINGS 

 

15th January Miss L. Boyle 

          Mrs. N. Griffith 

   Miss E. Gardiner 

   Miss E. J. Campbell 

22nd January  Mrs. A. Neil 

   Mrs. A. M. Gardiner 

   Mrs. M. Coubrough 

   Mrs. M. Carvil 

29th January Mrs. M. Cunningham 

   Mrs. E. McNicoll 

   Mr. E. Gibb 

   Mrs. R. Hughes 

  5th February Mr. R. McCallum 

   Mr. G. Gardiner 

   Mrs. M. Rankin 

   Mrs. M. Comrie 

    

OFFERING DUTIES:- The following Members are asked to take duty on the 

following Sundays:-  15th January to 5th February 2017 

          

Back Pews          Mrs. A. M. Gardiner           

Left Side Pews/Chairs        Mrs. A. Neil                  

Right Side Chairs/Choir     Mr. R. McCallum             

 

Anyone unable to do the duty indicated should contact Marjory Percy 

(Tel. 632 0363)      Please check Magazine or list on Welcome Hall notice 

board to see if you have been asked to do a duty. 
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Audit of Organisations’ Accounts 
 

Would Treasurers of the Church Organisations please ensure that their   

accounting books and records for 2016 are handed to the auditors ( Dewar 

Flower and George Gardiner)  for checking as soon as possible, and no 

later than Sunday 22nd January. 

Income and expenditure figures are needed  for church accounts which 

have to observe a very tight timetable.                                                     

      Lindsay Macqueen ( Finance Team)  



INTIMATIONS 
 

1. The   Kirk  Session  will  meet  on  Tuesday 24th January 2017. 
 

2. Team Leaders will meet on Tuesday 21st February 2017.. 
 

3. Cases of illness or urgent pastoral need should be intimated without 

delay to the Minister. 

4. Any person who would like to become a communicant member of the 

church should speak to the Minister. 
 

5.      The next date for handing  in  material for the Magazine is         

    Sunday 28th January 2017..  
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TREASURER’S REPORT  TO  25th DEC  2016 
     
   Open Plate    £     5,564 

   Freewill Offerings   £     8,305 
   Gift Aid Freewill Offerings  £   52,361 

            Total          £   66,230 

           Average per Sunday               £     1,274 
 

Other Income 
 

Funeral (L McLaren)     £100 

Donation from Guild     £1000 

Donation from Grace and Flavour Café  £500 

Donation for Leprosy Mission   £175 

Donation from TTM for Glasgow City Mission £265 

Donation for The Lodging House Mission £400 

        

M. Borland, Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GENERAL  FABRIC  FUND 
 

Balance at 1/1/16      £  7,916 

+ Income         £  3,925 

                £11,841 

Expenditure       £11,456 

Balance at 25/12/16   £    385 

             ====== 



 

       

JANUARY  2017 
 

 Special Issue commemorating the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation 

Scotland and Luther 
 

The Very Rev Dr Ian Bradley reflects on the impact of the Reformation on 

Scotland. 
 

Luther and the World 

Susan Hardman Moore traces the global impact of 

the Reformation. 
 

The European Road Map 

The Church of Scotland member behind a Europe-wide celebration of the 

Reformation. 
 

Be a Good Neighbour 

The Moderator, the Very Rev Dr Russell Barr asks people to ‘keep faith in 

God’ and pray for all in leadership. 
 

The New ‘Guild’. 

A new series looking at innovation and change within the local Church of 

Scotland Guild. 
 

An East-West Connection. 

John Hume investigates a Midlothian church ( Glencorse Parish Church)  with 

strong links to Glasgow. 
 

‘ Help lead the way.’ 

John Sturrock highlights the importance of healing in conflict. 
 

A Dream Comes True 

Robin Arnott reports on a Fife church’s  

successful twinning visit from Malawi. 
 

PLUS: our regular columnists, letters, reviews, 

registers and crosswords.- all for £2.20 

To subscribe visit our website : 

www.lifeandwork.org  or call 0131 225 5722 
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OFFICEBEARERS 
 MINISTER    Rev Elijah Smith           at Church Office 
 SESSION CLERK   Mr Jo Gibb     638 5768 
          54 Ravenscliffe Drive G46 7QP 

 FABRIC  TEAM        Mr. Euan Gibb    638 5768  
 HOSPITALITY  TEAM Miss Morag Reid    440 7406 
 PASTORAL  TEAM       Mr. Jo Gibb     638 5768  
 MISSION  TEAM          Miss Lynn Flower    631 4964    
 PRAYER  TEAM          Mrs Ruby Smith     01236 750358  
 MINISTRY TEAM       Rev Elijah Smith            at Church Office 
 MUSIC & DRAMA TEAM    Mrs Lynn Gibb    638 5768 
 FINANCE  TEAM  Mr Lindsay Macqueen    01655 332588 
 ADMIN / OFFICE  TEAM     Mrs Barbara Irvine     423 1558 
 EDUCATION  TEAM      Mr Malcolm Leitch  423 7501 
 TIME TALENTS MONEY TEAM      Mrs Joyce McNae 423 1897  
 YOUTH  TEAM       Miss Lynn Flower      631 4964 
 CONGREGATIONAL      Mrs. Margaret Borland     at Church Office   
 TREASURER       or mc_borland@hotmail.com    
 MAGAZINE  EDITOR        Mr. Malcolm MacSween   649 9405   
                4 Rosslyn Court, Lethington Ave., G41 
 MAGAZINE         Mrs. Barbara Irvine   423 1558 
  DISTRIBUTION            01/55 Nursery Street, G41 
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Which Way for QPG 

in 2017 ? 

QPG Weathervane 

on top of the steeple 


