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Candlemas :  2nd February 
                                                                         ( Luke 2: 22-40) 

 

February snowdrops we welcome you! 

Candlemas Bells, 

winter’s half-way markers, 

symbols of hope and light to come, 

creation’s reminders of the Creator 

revealed in the child in Simeon’s arms. 

 

JESUS – 

fulfilment of God’s promise 

to save and illuminate. 

JESUS – 

who overcame darkness and death 

to live for us and in us. 

 

At the snowdrops’ prompting, 

Lord Jesus, we welcome you afresh, 

Hope and Light in person. 

 

By  Daphne Kitching 
 

 

2. 



To my church family, 

Even as I write those words, ‘my church family’, I am filled with joy. 
This is because the community of faith is where I find my greatest 
sense of belonging. We come from different parts of the world, occupy 
and oscillate between different corners of our broad faith tradition, but 
we are united by a common encounter with the love of Christ. Faith 
cannot be reduced to a fixed set of principles, but depends upon 
existing in relationships – our relationships with God and our relationships with one 

another.  

In his magnum opus Being as Communion, the theologian John Zizioulas explores 
existential implications for the Church based upon the being of God: ‘The Church is 
not simply an institution’, he writes, ‘[she] is a “mode of existence,” a way of being.’ 
Zizioulas argues that the ‘being of God is a relational being: without the concept of 
communion it would not be possible to speak of the being of God.’ Therefore, 
‘Nothing exists as an “individual,” conceivable in itself.’ Similarly, in his essay ‘The 

Christian Proclamation Here and Now’, Karl Barth writes, 

Man exists in a free confrontation with his fellow man, in the living relationship 
between a man and his neighbor, between I and Thou, between man and woman. 
An isolated man is as such no man. ‘I’ without ‘Thou,’ man without woman, and 
woman without man is not human existence. Human being is being with other 
humans. Apart from this relationship we become inhuman. We are human by being 
together, by seeing, hearing, speaking with, and standing by, one another as men, 
insofar, that is, as we do this gladly and thus do it freely. In Jesus Christ—the one 
who is for all the others—human existence is reflected in its vertical reality in the 
history of the relationship between God and man, and in its horizontal reality in a 

history that necessarily takes place between men. 

The very existence of humanity, bearing the image of God, necessitates existence in 
community. This community is expressed in the fifteenth chapter of John’s Gospel, 
where Jesus calls himself ‘the true vine’ and speaks of the Church, who is to ‘abide’ 
in him, living as his branches. In this, the Church, both locally and universally, finds 
its true identity in Christ and has its being, bound together by the love shared between 
the Father and the Son and the Son and humanity. Jesus says, ‘This is my 
commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.’ Jesus declares that the 
communion of God’s being is a charge toward the human to share in communion 
with one another. Therefore, community is at the very heart of the Christian faith. 
May this communal reality be on our hearts and minds as we move forward as a 
church, and may our hearts be open to love and receive all others, just as Christ loves 

and receives all others. 

Many blessings to you all, 

Elijah 
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World Day of Prayer 

"Am I being unfair to you?" 

written by Christian women of The Philippines 

The World Day of Prayer will be held at Queen's Park 

Govanhill Parish Church, on Friday 3rd March at 2pm.  

Do join us on the day.   
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Sunday 5th FEBRUARY        11.00 am  Rev Dr Elijah Smith                     
       ( COMMUNION)                 
         6.00 pm   Evening Service                        

Sunday  12th  February          11.00 am     Rev Dr Elijah Smith 
                                                     6.00 pm     Evening Service 
Sunday  19th February             11.00 am     Rev Dr Elijah Smith 
                                                     6.00 pm     Evening Service 
Sunday  26th  February             11.00 am    Rev Dr Elijah Smith 
                                                      6.00 pm     Evening service 



Our session of the Guild continues through the 
month of February drawing on the  Guild theme of: 

“Be Bold, Be Strong” 
The programme for February 2017 
Feb   8th     "Washing Greens", Murray Blair 
Feb 22nd  -  LUNCH "Musical Interlude", Jonathon 
Buchan 

 

Do come and join us, neither age nor gender is a barrier. We therefore 
extended a very warm welcome to both existing as well as new members.  

Ruby Smith, Secretary 
 

 

“Spread a little love for the Hospice “ 
 

We have almost all had a connection with  the Prince & Princess of 
Wales Hospice or a Hospice in another part of the country. They do an 
amazing job looking after the palliative care needs of their patients and 
families as well. This can be in the hospice itself or through their Hospice 
at Home service. 
 

This Valentine’s week we thought we would hold a coffee morning to 
“spread a little love for the Hospice.” We know the cost of looking after 
patients and their families is £5 million a year, with £1.9 million coming 
from the NHS. In order to keep the doors open the fundraising team 
must raise the £3.1 million shortfall. 
 

We know we have no hope of raising anything like that, but, by joining 
with all the thousands of people who hold events each year, as the 
departing President of America would say “Yes We Can.” 
 

Please come along on Saturday 18th February between 10.30-12.00. 
Tickets costing £2.50 will be on sale before the event and on the day. 

5. 

Mr. David Smith is the Speaker at the Men’s  

Association evening on Monday 27th February at 

7.30 pm. 
 

His subject is the history and work of The Beatson 

and this is an open evening when everyone can 

come along to hear David’s talk. 
 

Supper as usual afterwards. 

   Lindsay Macqueen, Secretary 



Club 170 
With Christmas over, the next main event in the social calendar 
is  Burns Day. For the last few years the Club has held a Burns 
Meal on the nearest Sunday to the 25th. 
On Sunday 22nd diners enjoyed a traditional meal of Haggis, 
tatties and neeps. 
Gordon was in many of our thoughts as we remembered him last year 
wearing his kilt for the occasion.  
 

The larger rota for the Greggs run on late Saturday afternoon is working 
out very well. Rather than collecting from the three shops once a month, 
it is now every six weeks. Well done to David recruiting “volunteers” 
 

Speaking of volunteers, the Club is delighted to welcome folks to assist 
with the serving of food either in the kitchen or at tables. “Come and try” 
is a good way to see if this is something that would appeal to you. There is 
no  
commitment, we won’t make you sign up on the spot but would just be 
happy if it felt like something that you would wish to be involved with. 
 

There will be a fund-raising lunch on Sunday 26th February after the 
morning service to which all are invited. A fairly similar menu to the eve-
ning meal will be served, consisting of soup, roll and square sausage, tea/
coffee and biscuits. 
We hope you can join us. 
170 Team  
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(1) Romance : How children see it. 

 
Who do you decide who to marry?  
 

“ No person decides before  they grow up who they 

are going to marry. God decides it all well before 

and you get to find out later who you’re stuck with.”   

Alan  aged 10  

 

Is it better to be single or married ? 
 

“ It’s better for girls to be single but not for boys. Boys need someone to 

clean up after them.”  Anita aged 10 



GRACE & FLAVOUR CAFÉ 
 

The Café re-opened on Tuesday 10 January and I thank my volunteers for 

agreeing to continue working. 
 

We will continue until the end of the month to see how our finances are  

affected by the loss of the Crossreach Project (Young Mothers’) payment of 

£43 per week.  Crossreach will not know until the end of March whether or 

not they have funding to continue.  It was also mentioned that our premises 

were getting too small for the numbers they had and they may have to go  

elsewhere. 
 

The Community Café commenced on Thursday 19 January with an evening 

meal.  Their contract is for 14 months and they plan to serve 2 lunches and 2 

evening meals per week. 
 

On Wednesday 1st February Imogen Moncur will be one year old and is  

having her Birthday Party in the Café.   The Café is catering for this. 
 

We are also waiting to hear about The Trust and what is, or is not happening, 

with the building.    I worry that the longer the building is being left before 

renovation; especially the Sanctuary without heating, there could be problems. 
 

We will continue for as long as we can to support both our customers and 

bring in funds for the Church.     Linda M Hunter 
            Cafe Chairperson 
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MAGAZINE  FEEDBACK 
 

What do you like about your Monthly Magazine? 
 

What don’t you like about your Monthly Magazine? 
 

Do you squirm with impatient anticipation for the first Sunday of the 

month? 
 

Is reading the list of Officebearers on the back page the highlight of your 

month? 
 

The Magazine Editorial Staff never get feedback from any member of the 

congregation unless it is to point out a mistake! 
 

What about telling us what you like, what you don’t like, what you would 

like to see or what you would like to see removed ! 

 

Whatever it is—LET US KNOW!! 



 It  happened  in  FEBRUARY………….. 
 

150 years ago 
 On 15th February 1867 Johan Strauss’ famous ‘Blue Danube’ waltz was 

performed for the first time. 

100 years ago 
On 13th February 1917 the Dutch courtesan and exotic dancer Mata Hari was 

arrested in Paris, charged with spying for the Germans. She was executed the 

following month. 

75 years 
On 15th February 1942 Singapore fell to Japanese forces after fierce 

resistance. 

70 years ago 
On 7th February 1947 two Arab boys accidentally discovered the Dead Sea 

Scrolls in a cave near the Dead Sea. 

65 years ago 
On 17th February 1952 Winston Churchill announced in the Commons the 

Britain had developed its own atom bomb. 

25 years ago 
On 7th February 1992 the Maastricht Treaty was signed, thereby creating the 

European Union (EU) 

8. 

NEWS FROM THE FOODBANK 
 

I sent a letter of thanks to the children of Hutchesons’ Primary School 

for their very generous donation to the Foodbank.  This is their  

response :- 
 

‘Thank you so much for your letter and email. We’re all so glad that our 

collection made a difference. The children are 

very chuffed with your letter and are very proud 

that they’ve been able to help! 

I’m sure that we’ll be able to help during the 

next academic year so I’ll be back in touch 

then.’ 
 

Thank you for all donations in the collecting box 

over the month. 

                                                                                                           

Wendy  ( Team Leader) 



1867 -2017 : Celebrating 150 Years on Queen’s Drive 
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Friends of mine were clearing things out 
of their loft ( as one does !) when they 
came across a copy of the old Evening 
Citizen dated  Saturday 15th April 1967, 
nearly 50 years ago. At that time the  
paper was running a series called ‘Kirk 
of the Week’, and on that particular 

week the focus was on Queen’s Park 
West Church, as the congregation based 
at 170 Queen’s Drive was then called. 
This was because it was celebrating its 
centenary, and the article detailed all the 
special events which were taking place. 
 

Unfortunately the journalist  got things a 
bit confused.   The photograph  
accompanying the article purported to 

show Queen’s Park West ,but is in fact of 
the then Queen’s Park High at the other 
end of Queen’s Drive. – now Aspire   I 
hope those around at the time complained 
to the Citizen about the  
misrepresentation! 
 

From the Centenary History  by Keith 
Steven, published at the time, we learn a 
great deal about the origin of the  
congregation as a Mission Station of the 
Free Church of Scotland in 1867. It  
originally worshipped in a smaller  
temporary building, capable of seating 
300 people. A photograph by the  
Victorian photographer Washington 
Wilson taken from the flagpole in 
Queen’s Park , part of which  
accompanies this piece, shows the  
temporary church building and the newly 
completed church which we know today, 
as it was in 1878. The foundation stone 
was laid on 28th February 1874 and the 
completed church was dedicated on 16th 
May 1875 – the Victorians did not mess 
about ! The cost was £6,000.  The Halls, 
opened four years later, cost  £1,943. 
 

The site had been granted by the  
Corporation of Glasgow, on the  
understanding that the building should be 
of sufficient merit to enhance the  
surroundings of the new Queen’s Park, 
opened five years earlier. This meant the 
incorporation of a spire in the design. 
Although the congregation regarded this 
as an unnecessary extravagance it had 
little option but to go along with the 
wishes of the Corporation!  
The minister in 1967 was Rev Stewart 



 Macpherson, the seventh to have 
served the congregation. The article notes 
that it numbered 900 members. The  
centenary celebrations were due to  
conclude on 30th April when the  
Moderator, the Rt Rev Dr Leonard 
Small ,would preach at a service to be 
broadcast by the BBC. Prior to that, on 
26th April ,a centenary social was to be 
held at which former ministers and guests 
would speak.  
 

It is recorded that among those  
present would be “ Miss Lexa Boyle just 

home from Aden, one of three members 

now Church of Scotland missionaries.” 
 

Among the office bearers we find one 
Alastair Moss ( Sunday School       
Superintendent) , still, happily with us. 
The article ends : “ A congregation with 
evangelical traditions, Queen’s Park 

West has its priorities and has always 

given     generously to home andoverseas  

missions, sometimes to the neglect of its 

own fabric….. a fund has been launched 

with a target of £5,000 for a centenary 

renovation.”      MDM 

The Sentinel’s Long Wait 
Most people probably understand the  

Christmas season to end at Epiphany (6th 

January), which marks the arrival of the 

Magi with their gifts of gold, frankincense 

and myrrh. But it was not truly over until 40 

days after the birth of the babe. This was the 

time that mothers were regarded as ritually 

unclean, and were expected to visit the  

Temple, making a small offering, in order to 

be cleansed. Luke tells us that Mary, Joseph 

and the infant Jesus visited the Temple for 

this purpose prior to returning home to  

Nazareth. 
 

We remember the date, 2nd February, as the 

Presentation of Christ in the Temple, or  

Candlemas. Traditionally the humble  

snowdrop, sometimes called the Candlemas 

Bell, was the symbol of the season. 
 

We learn from Luke that there was in the 

Temple an elderly and devout man called 

Simeon who prayed every day for the  

coming of the promised Messiah. The Holy 

Spirit had revealed to him that before he died 

he would indeed see the Lord’s Christ. When 

Joseph and Mary arrived, Simeon received 

from the Holy Spirit a message that his long 

patient wait was over, here was the promised 

Saviour or Messiah, Overjoyed, he took the 

baby from Mary’s arms and uttered a song of 

praise which – like a beacon – has been  

repeated everywhere ever since in words 

known as The Nunc Dimittis. 
 

“ Lord, now let thy servant depart in peace, 

according to thy word. For mine eyes have 
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 irritant. Layer upon layer of this ‘nacre’ is 

deposited until a lustrous pearl is formed. A 

cultured pearl goes through the same process, 

although here the irritant is a surgically      

implanted bead or piece of shell. 

It can take up to three years for a pearl to reach 

its full size and nacre thickness. Of all pearls 

produced only around 5% are true gem-quality. 

There is a parallel between the way pearls are 

formed in nature and the way we grow as 

Christians, To form ‘ pearls of wisdom ‘ in 

humans, three conditions should be present: 

TIMING – just as an oyster matures for three 

years changing an irritant into a pearl, so Jesus 

spent three years ‘maturing’ his disciples, and 

when we go through tests as Christians timing 

is crucial.  We need to spend time with God, 

building our relationship with Him. We need 

to know His promises, so that when the testing 

times come, we already have the precious 

Word of Truth as our nacre-forming  ammuni-

tion! With His truth in our hearts we can cover 

every negative thought with layer upon layer 

of truth. Rest assured that God will never give 

us more than we can bear or forsake us. 

IRRITANT –What is the irritant in your life? 

I have faced a few which have forced me to 

my knees, forced me to cry out to God. They 

came in the form of sickness, divorce, bereave-

ment, financial frustrations, friendship failures, 

to name but few. Yet through them all, God 

built up layer upon layer of his Word in my 

life until my ‘irritant’ became a testimony to 

his faithfulness. Every problem has resulted in 

another layer of ‘nacre’ of His grace. 

DARKNESS –Natural pearls form in the 

deepest, darkest waters. We too will find    

ourselves in dark places while our pearls of 

wisdom are being formed. Illness and        

emotional pain can lead to isolation and     

depression. Yet I have emerged from deep 

darkness with more wisdom, more             

compassion… a greater love of God and a 

greater passion to share His love. All my    

jewellery designs are based on my personal 

faith journey. Jesus said the Kingdom of 

Heaven was a precious pearl. No wonder He is 

also the Pearl of Great Price! 

seen thy salvation, which thou hast  

prepared in face of all people, a light to 

lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy 

people Israel.”   ( Luke 2: 29-32). 
 

Luke records Simeon’s next words to Mary: 

“ This child is destined to cause the fall and 

rising of many in Israel and it will be a sign 

that will be spoken against so that the 

thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. 

And a sword will pierce your own soul too.” 
 

Here was a figure which had come for the 

whole world universally  - Gentiles and 

Jews alike. But there would be a cutting 

edge to his coming. Whether nations or  

ndividuals were to “ fall or rise” would in 

future turn on the question, “ What did you 

do with Jesus ?” His coming represents the 

Make or Break time for us all !! 

The Beauty  of Pearls : out of 

darkness and trial 
(Norma Murrain, a jewellery designer, 

meditates on the beauty of pearls.) 
“ The Kingdom of Heaven is like a  

merchant seeking goodly pearls; who when 

he had found one pearl of great price, went 

and sold all he had and bought it.”  ( Mark 

13: 45-46) 

Have you noticed how often the Queen 

wears pearls? Is it because pearls are the 

birth-stone for June, when she celebrates 

her official birthday? Or because she loves 

their natural beauty, or because they  

represent wisdom and purity ? We’ll never 

know. 

Natural pearls form when an irritant –

usually a parasite or grain of sand – works 

its way into an oyster. As a defence mecha-

nism, the oyster secretes a fluid to coat the 
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WAY IN……. TO EXODUS 1-11 
“What made Eden ‘paradise’ ? Not merely unrestricted access to the abundant 
goodness of an unspoilt creation, but the intimate relationship Adam and Eve enjoyed 
with the Creator., who walked and talked with them in the garden ( Genesis 3: 8) ‘ 
Presence is a delightful word’ writes Professor Gordon Fee, ‘Nothing else can take 
the place of presence; not gifts, not telephone calls, not pictures not mementos, 
nothing. The most heart-rending consequence of the Fall was the loss of God’s 
presence. ( Genesis 3:23) 
In this series of studies in Exodus, God offers the opportunity , once again, his 
abiding presence ‘ I  will take you as my own people’ and I will be your God…. 

( Exodus 6:7)  Exodus demonstrates both the reality and results of God’s presence. 
God hears and responds to the people’s cries; he reveals his personal name and 
promises Moses, ‘I will be with you’; signs and wonders demonstrate both his power 
and his providential care. 
When Jesus became ‘God with us’ in his birth at Christmas, God’s promise of 
presence was clothed in flesh.  Christ’s promise of abiding presence , which was 
poured out at Pentecost, indwells in you and me today as we await that full and final 
fulfilment promise of presence when Christ returns , and it can be truly said that’ 
God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell with them. (9 

Revelation 21:3).What a glorious hope to look forward to !   ( Tanya Ferdinandusz ) 
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  DAILY  BREAD NOTES    FEBRUARY  

  One call fits all  Fri     17 Exodus 10:  21-29 

Wed   1 Romans 1: 14-17 Sat    18 Exodus 11: 1-10 

Thur   2 Romans 1: 18-32 Sun   19   Psalm   98 

Fri       3 Romans 2: 1-16   The church sets out 

Sat      4 Romans 2:17-29 Mon  20 Acts  13; 1-12 

Sun     5   Psalm  96 Tue    21 Acts 13:  13-41 

 His promise of presence Wed  22 Acts 13: 42-52 

Mon   6 Exodus 1:1-22 Thur  23 Acts 14: 1-7 

Tue     7 Exodus 2:1-25 Fri      24 Acts 14: 8-20 

Wed   8 Exodus 3: 1-22 Sat     25 Acts 14: 21-28 

Thur   9 Exodus 4: 1-17 Sun    26   Psalm  99 

Fri      10 Exodus 4; 18-31 Mon  27 Acts  15: 1-12 

Sat     11 Exodus 5: 1-21 Tue   28 Acts 15:  13-21 

Sun    12   Psalm  97 MARCH   

Mon   13 Exodus 5: 22-6:12  Wed  1 Acts 15: 22-35 

Tue    14 Exodus 6:28-7:13 Thur   2 Acts 15: 36- 16: 5 

Mon    14 Exodus 7:14-24 Fri      3 Acts 16: 6-25 

Tue     15 Exodus 9: 13-35    

Thur   16 Exodus 9: 13-35    



How Other Christians Have To Live 
 

Over the past year we have seen a wave of attacks on churches in Europe by 

Islamists, including attempts to burn down several churches in Spain and 

France and the murder of Father Jacques Hamel while he was conducting  

worship at his church in northern France. What we are seeing now are two 

broad types of attacks on churches in the West by Islamists: 
 

Firstly, there are direct attempts to destroy churches and kill Christians. Just 
before Christmas Australian security forces foiled a terrorist attack on St 

Paul’s Cathedral in Melbourne. Christians in Melbourne gave a defiant  

response to the planned attacks with more than 1,500 turning up at the  

cathedral on Christmas Day. The planned attack appears to have been directly 

inspired by specific calls from Islamic State in September for such attacks in 

Melbourne, calls which at the time led Barnabas Fund to issue a warning that 

churches in the Melbourne area should take extra precautions. 
 

Secondly, other attacks appear to aim at desecration of churches with a  
particular focus on anything that is perceived to be Christian symbolism.  

Reports are now emerging of a number of such attacks over the New Year  

period. The Daily Express reported that a parish centre in the town of Brühl in 

the German state of Baden Württemberg was described by police as having 

been left a “picture of devastation” on New Year’s Eve after being smashed up 

and Islamist slogans scrawled across the walls. In a series of separate incidents 

on New Year’s Eve in Austria the church in Auerbach in the north-west was 

also smashed up with 22 paintings and icons stolen and later burnt in nearby 

woods. Another chapel a few miles away at Brunau am Inn was likewise  

attacked on the same day. Yet another church at St Radegund in the same  

region was similarly attacked with prayer books burnt. Meanwhile, the next 

day, New Year’s Day, in Italy a church was similarly vandalised, with the  

attacker telling police when he was arrested that he wanted to destroy Christian 

symbols because he was a Muslim. 
 

Wake Up The attacks in Germany, Austria and Italy represent a much less  
organised and lower level of violence than the foiled attack in Australia.  

However, one of the lessons that the West needs to learn from the persecution 

of Christians in places such as Iraq and northern Nigeria is that it is  

progressive. If no effective action is taken against small-scale attacks, they can 

progress within just a few years to violent attacks that kill Christians. The type 

of low-level Islamist attacks experienced in Austria have in fact been going on 

there for several years. As the foiled attack on Melbourne Cathedral  

demonstrates, it is time for the West to wake up to this threat. 
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Ruth and Romance 
( With Valentine’s Day in mind.) 

 
He also said,” Bring me the shawl you are wearing and hold it out.” When she 

did so, he poured into it six measure of barley and put it on her. Then he went 

back to town. 

When Ruth came to her mother-in-law , Naomi asked, “ How did it go my 

daughter”?...Ruth said, ”he gave me these six measures of barley, saying, 

‘Don’t go back to your mother-in-law empty-handed.’” 

  

Ruth 3: 15-17 
A Jewish family had left Judah to go to live in Moab. The son married a local 

girl called Ruth, but he died at a young age. Ruth decided to go back to Judah 

with her mother-in-law Naomi. Back there she meets and marries a rich man. 

A typical ‘ boy meets girl’ story, with no doubt plenty for lawyers to ponder 

over as the couple made plans together. 

 

In this passage, Ruth receives what amounts to a pre-engagement gift – some 

barley grain for her mother-in-law. But if you are by any chance planning a 
Valentine’s Day gift – or even an engagement, flowers or chocolate may be 

more acceptable than grain ! 

 

Suppose things go well on Valentine’s Day, and you finally propose. If you 

change your mind later, the good news is that you can no longer be sued for 
breach of promise of marriage. 

 

The bad news is that if you give an engagement ring, the law presumes this to 
be an absolute gift. So you can’t get it back in the event of a later separation, 

unless you’ve made it absolutely clear that it should be returned in the event of 

the marriage not taking place. ( If the ring is a family heirloom it may be  

possible to argue the point !) 

 

While down on one knee on Valentine’s Day, you could, of course , make it 

clear, preferably in writing, that if the engagement is called off you want the 

ring back! 

 

However, if you are as unromantic as this perhaps you should just stick to a 

gift of barley grain. 

( Parish pump) 
 

14. 



 

What’s on at Christian Aid Scotland? 
 

Why not come along to Langside Parish 

Church on Ledard Road on Saturday 25th 

February? From 1 pm to 5pm you can see 

what other churches are doing to raise funds, and perhaps get 

ideas. 

15

. CRECHE 
 

 12th Feb L. Doughty  F. McCall 

19th Feb M. Carvil  B. Roberts  

26th Feb M. Coubrough M. Borland 

 5th Mar P. Piper  F. Campbell 

 

As always if you cannot  

manage please change or 

contact me (586 4294).  

Betty Roberts  

Counting Team Rota 

 
The team for the period 12th February until 5th March (inclusive) is as 
follows:- 

M Carvil;  M Percy; P Brown; A Watt 

If you cannot manage any Sunday please arrange for a substitute, or    
contact Alan Watt 

 



A Priceless Find ….. by Accident ! 
 

70 years ago this month, on 7th February 1947, a couple of young Arab shepherds in 
the hills above Qumran near the Dead Sea were idly throwing stones into what they 
thought was an empty cave. Hearing the sound of breaking pottery, they climbed up 
to investigate. What they found formed the most important biblical find of the 20th 
Century, although they were quite unaware of this at the time. 
 

Their stones had led them to what became known as ‘The Dead Sea Scrolls’, 
manuscripts of the entire Hebrew Bible ( except for Esther), stored in large clay jars. 
They were the work of a religious community known as the Essenes, who lived near 
the site before and during the life of Jesus. In 70 AD , about 40 years after the 
crucifixion, the Essene community was wiped out by the Romans as they put down 
the Jewish revolt. This was the revolt which brought about the destruction of 
Jerusalem, and incidentally, of the small Christian church there. It is thought that it 
was at this time that the scrolls were placed in the cave in order to save them. 
As scholars carefully unravelled them – a task that took decades—they discovered 
that they were handling manuscripts of the Bible hundreds of years older than any 
manuscript known at the time. 
 

Most of the Biblical manuscripts on which translators had worked previously were 
copies of copies  carefully crafted in monasteries over centuries by people dedicated 
to preserving the sacred text. But inevitably, in the process, there were occasional 
slips in the copying, and at times it is obvious that some of those doing the copying 
didn’t really understand the words they were copying. 
 

So, since February 1947, the 
world has had access to a much 
older and, therefore more 
accurate record of the Jewish 
scriptures – the Bible of Jesus 
and the first Christians.  The 
remarkable thing is  how very 
few were the  ‘mistakes’, seeing 
the centuries of copying which 
have elapsed – and not one of 
them seriously affects or 
understanding of the Bible. 
 

A few years ago fragments of these scrolls were displayed in the Kelvingrove Art 

Galleries. It was very interesting to see them close up and marvel at the state of 

preservation after nearly 2000 years in the desert. And therein lies the clue, the arid 

conditions were responsible for preserving the scrolls, to be revealed to later 

generations. 
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DUTY ROTA:-    The following Members are asked to take up duty as 

indicated. 

CHURCH VESTIBULE/BOOKS DUTY – SUNDAY  MORNINGS 

 

12th February  Mr. P. Brown 

    Mrs. L. Wood 

    Miss E. J. Campbell 

    Mrs. L. Friel 

19th February  Miss L. Boyle 

    Mrs. N. Griffith 

                       Miss M. Davidson 

    Miss E. Gardiner 

26th February  Mrs. A. Neil 

    Mrs. A. M. Gardiner 

    Mrs. M. Carvil 

    Mr. A. Comrie 

  5th March   Mrs. A. Coleman 

    Mrs. M. Coubrough 

    Mrs. M. Cunningham 

    Mrs. E. McNicoll 

    

OFFERING DUTIES:- The following Members are asked to take duty on the 

following Sundays:-  12th February to 5th March 2017 

          

Back Pews          Mr. A. Watt           

Left Side Pews/Chairs        Miss M. Percy                  

Right Side Chairs/Choir     Mrs. R. Hughes            

 

Anyone unable to do the duty indicated should contact Marjory Percy 

(Tel. 632 0363)      Please check Magazine or list on Welcome Hall notice 

board to see if you have been asked to do a duty. 
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(2) Romance:  How children see it.  
 

What do most people do on a date? 
“ Dates are for having fun and people should use them to get to know each 

other. Even boys have something to say, if you listen long enough.”  

Lynette, aged 10.  ( Isn’t she a treasure !!) 

 

How would you make a marriage work ? 
“Tell your wife she looks pretty even if she looks like a truck.”  Ricky, aged 

10.  ( Smart laddie !) 



INTIMATIONS 
 

1. The   Kirk  Session  will  meet  on  Tuesday 21st March 2017. 
 

2. Team Leaders will meet on Tuesday 21st February 2017.. 
 

3. Cases of illness or urgent pastoral need should be intimated without 

delay to the Minister. 

4. Any person who would like to become a communicant member of the 

church should speak to the Minister. 
 

5.      The next date for handing  in  material for the Magazine is         
    Sunday 26th February 2017..  
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TREASURER’S REPORT  TO  29TH  JAN  2017 

     
   Open Plate    £        557 

   Freewill Offerings   £     1,039 

   Gift Aid Freewill Offerings  £     4,698 

            Total          £     6,294 

           Average per Sunday               £     1,259 
 

Other Income 
 

Memory Tree for Glasgow Street Pastors  £ 70.10 

TTM (Soup) for Glasgow Street Pastors  £ 91.00 

Donation from Healing Rooms   £ 10.00 

        

M. Borland, Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GENERAL  FABRIC  FUND 
 

Balance at 1/1/17      £11,356 

+ Income         £        0  

                        £11,356 

Expenditure       £     913 

Balance at 29/1/17     £10,443 

             ====== 



 

       

FEBRUARY  2017 
 

 A Movement and a Programme 
Thomas Baldwin learns more about the Path of Renewal project. 

 

A Spiritual Journey 
Thomas Baldwin meets author and activist Alastair McIntosh, a Quaker 

rooted in Presbyterianism. 

 

MSB and the Church 
MSB is a pioneering project bringing together local people and their political 

representatives. 

 

A Critical Lifeline 
Janet Livingstone offers a first-hand account of the food 

crisis in Malawi. 

 

Keeping Watch on Loch Awe 
The  Very Rev Dr Brian Bradley reflects on the  

beautiful St Conan’s Chapel in Argyll. 

 

Releasing Gifts 
Jackie Macadam examines how congregations cope in a 

long term vacancy and how unexpected gifts are found in the pews. 

 

A Poetry Present 
Ron Ferguson reflects on a new spiritual gift for newly qualified doctors. 

 

“ The more we can do together, the better…. “ 
The Moderator reflects on a historic moment in the life of the Church of  

Scotland and the Church of England. 

 

PLUS:  all our regular columnists, letters, reviews, registers and cross 
words – for only £ 2.20. 
 
To subscribe, visit our website: 
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OFFICEBEARERS 
 MINISTER    Rev Elijah Smith           at Church Office 
 SESSION CLERK   Mr Jo Gibb     638 5768 
          54 Ravenscliffe Drive G46 7QP 
 FABRIC  TEAM        Mr. Euan Gibb    638 5768  
 HOSPITALITY  TEAM Miss Morag Reid    440 7406 
 PASTORAL  TEAM       Mr. Jo Gibb     638 5768  
 MISSION  TEAM          Miss Lynn Flower    631 4964    
 PRAYER  TEAM          Mrs Ruby Smith     01236 750358  
 MINISTRY TEAM       Rev Elijah Smith            at Church Office 
 MUSIC & DRAMA TEAM    Mrs Lynn Gibb    638 5768 
 FINANCE  TEAM  Mr Lindsay Macqueen    01655 332588 
 ADMIN / OFFICE  TEAM     Mrs Barbara Irvine     423 1558 
 EDUCATION  TEAM      Mr Malcolm Leitch  423 7501 
 TIME TALENTS MONEY TEAM      Mrs Joyce McNae 423 1897  
 YOUTH  TEAM       Miss Lynn Flower      631 4964 
 CONGREGATIONAL      Mrs. Margaret Borland     at Church Office   
 TREASURER       or mc_borland@hotmail.com    
 MAGAZINE  EDITOR        Mr. Malcolm MacSween   649 9405   
                4 Rosslyn Court, Lethington Ave., G41 
 MAGAZINE         Mrs. Barbara Irvine   423 1558 
  DISTRIBUTION            01/55 Nursery Street, G41 
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Commonwealth Games  2014: marker  in Queen’s Park 


