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The Word of God 
 

( Heb 4:12, Isa 55:11, Jn 16:33) 
 

Changes, 

So many changes 

in a world fragmenting and frightening, 

where hatred and prejudice destroy 

and shock even the unshockable. 
 

Only the Word of God is constant; 

living, active 

and powerful in proclamation. 

still able to accomplish 

everything that God desires. 
 

The Word of God; 

everlasting lamp for our feet 

and a light for our path 

that darkness can never dim. 
 

The Word of God; 

unchanging, unchangeable, 

revealing and revealed 

in Jesus, who has overcome the world. 

Take heart ! 
 

Daphne Kitching 
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To my church family,

I hope that this finds you well. The following may be difficult for some to accept: I can’t help 
but notice that autumn is creeping in. We know that discussing the weather is one of the 
great Glaswegian pastimes, but I think it’s safe to say that we are seldom aware of the cosmic 
realities behind our weather. You may be well aware of the cause of the changing of seasons, 
but indulge me if you could. Planet Earth, along with the seven (eight, if we include the dwarf 
planet Pluto) others in our Solar System, orbits around the Sun, our local star. As the Earth 
orbits the Sun, it also spins on an axis. One full rotation is an Earth day (24 hours) and one full 
orbit around the Sun is an Earth year (365.256 days). An important thing to note about our 
axis is that it is tilted at an angle of 23.5°. As a result, here in the Northern Hemisphere, we 
experience summer when the North Pole of the Earth is pitched closer to the Sun and winter 
when the North Pole is pitched away from the Sun. This tilt explains why the seasons are 
inverted in the Southern Hemisphere.

The tilt of the Earth may have serious implications for our lives, such as when we plant and 
harvest food, or when we ought to pile on woollen garments. At the end of this month, the 
clocks will return to GMT. Then we can move onto another great Glaswegian pastime – claim-
ing that we don’t recall the Sun ever setting so early before. But this tilt is just one small 
aspect of our cosmic reality. From our vantage point in the Solar System, we can observe 
some remarkable things. Our galaxy, the Milky Way, is laid out as spiralling arms emanating 
from the Galactic Centre, which probably contains a supermassive black hole. Our Sun is 
located on the edge of the Orion Spur of the Sagittarius Arm, and from this place we can 
actually see a cross-section of the Galactic Centre 27,000 light-years away – some 1.7 billion 
times farther from us than our own Sun. Our galaxy is but one of billions in the known 
universe, and we can see some of those too. What a great privilege we have!

At this time of Harvest, we are especially thankful to God for the seasons and how we are 
able to partake of the fruit of the Earth. May we respond to God by sharing out our fruits with 
all others. And next time someone comments to you about the weather, remind them of the 
wonders of God’s universe and of our small place in it on God’s beautiful Earth.

Love and peace be with you all,
Elijah



 
 

Thursday Bible Study 
 

The Thursday Bible Study group will resume on Thursday 6th 

October at 1.30 pm in the Welcome Hall. We will be beginning  

a 10-week series entitled “ Decisions”  based on one of the SU  

‘Lifebuilder’ booklets. ( Cost is £3.99). 
 

We would love to have a few more folk joining us, so if you are 

free on Thursdays you would be made most welcome. The    

atmosphere is very relaxed and non-threatening . If you choose 

simply to come along just to listen that’s perfectly all right. We 

also end as usual with tea and even sometimes cakes ! (If on a 

diet you don’t need to partake of these.) 
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Sunday 2nd OCTOBER   11.00 am      Rev Elijah Smith ( HARVEST) 

                                               6.00 pm     Evening  Service                   

Sunday 9th October            11.00 am      Rev Elijah Smith                   

     6.00 pm      Evening Service                      

Sunday 16th October          11.00 am      Rev Elijah Smith                     

     6.00 pm      Evening Service                      

Sunday 23rd October          11.00 am      Rev Elijah Smith                  

     6.00 pm      Evening Service                  

Sunday 30th October           11.00 am      Visiting Preacher                              

      6.00 pm      Evening service 



After the long summer break it is good to look 

forward to a new session of the Guild. The Guild 

theme this year continues with: “Be Bold, Be 

Strong”.  

On behalf of the Committee I wish to extended a very 

warm welcome to both existing as well as new 

members who will be joining us this year. 
 

Once again it is  a very varied programme for the coming year, with our 

first meeting of the session on Wednesday 5th October at 2pm.  
 

The programme for October 2015 

Oct. 5th -  “Be Bold, Be Strong”. Rev. Dr. Elijah Smith 

Oct. 19th -  "Jean Armour"   Helen Morrison 

Nov. 2nd -  "Bible Society" Norman Liddell 
 

Do come and join us, neither age nor gender is a barrier.  

Ruby Smith, Secretary 

Graziozo String Quartet 
 

The final musical offering in our summer series was held on Saturday 

24th September. Our guests were the Grazioso String Quartet, consisting 

of Ben Buurman ( 1st Violin), Julie Briggs ( 2nd violin), our own Gill 

Maclean ( viola) and Philip Norris ( Cello). Ben is originally from the 

Netherlands and Julie from Australia so they have an international 

pedigree too. They presented a very varied programme with pieces by 

Schubert, Dvorak and Beethoven among others and ended with a 

splendid Argentinean tango. All four are former members of the BBC 

Scottish Symphony Orchestra . We hope to see them back with before 

too long. 

5. 

The new season of the Men’s Association  

commences on Monday 10th October at 7.30pm 

when our Honorary President will address us. 
 

All male members of the congregation, including 

adherents, are welcome to come along to all of 

our meetings where we will be delighted to meet 

with you.  And there is always supper after. 

                   Lindsay Macqueen, Secretary 



A’ Time to Remember’ Service  

at St Margaret’s Episcopal Church 

353/355Kilmarnock Road, Newlands, Glasgow G43 2DS  

3pm on Saturday 10th November 
This is the annual occasion when we come together within our beautiful  

sanctuary to remember and give thanks to God for the lives of our loved ones 

who have died  - either this year or longer ago. 

Please join us for a time of peaceful remembrance with music, readings, 

prayers, reflection and contemplation. 

As in previous years there are some within our Church family who  have lost 

a loved one during the past year – you are especially invited to join us.  There 

may also be others who have been bereaved for a longer period and still feel 

their loss keenly. 
If you know someone, a relative, friend or neighbour, who would find this 

Service helpful and comforting please invite them along - and offer to  

accompany them. 

Invitation cards are available in the Church for you to give them. 

Refreshments will be provided at the end of the Service. 

If you wish invitations or further details speak to David Smith after the       

Service. 
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CLUB  170 
 

David Smith reports: “ Over the last few months, the numbers  

attending each Sunday have continued to fall. Often only a handful 

are present when we open the doors at 5o’clock.  Seeking  

explanations from those who do come has been unhelpful, although 

it has been suggested that any big sporting event on TV at the same time as 

the club may be a factor. The number attending the Baptist Church Beacon 

Club has not declined, apparently. One of our ‘regulars’ has offered to hand 

out leaflets  and posters will be circulated in the Queen’s Park Hotel (in use 

again as a temporary hostel), The Wayside in town and City Mission just to 

let those in need know we are still here. The format of the Club is  

unchanged . The arrangement for supply of sausages, fruit and milk has 

changed but alternative arrangements have ensured that those who come still 

receive a nourishing meal ( home-made soup, roll and sausage,  

sandwiches, fruit, cake and tea/coffee.) 

As the numbers have fallen so has the number  who stay on for the Service at 

6 o’clock. It would be an encouragement for the team leading this service 

were more of the congregation able to attend in the evening also.” 



CHURCH  FINANCES 

Weekly Freewill Envelopes for 2017 are now in the process of being readied 

for the new year.  If you are not already a member of this scheme which keeps 

your givings to the church regular then please approach the author to request a 

set of 52 envelopes—one for each Sunday of 2017.  98 of our members are 

currently members. 

Keeping you even more regular—almost as good as rhubarb—is participation 

in the Monthly Bank Standing Order Scheme where a set amount is         

transferred from your bank account to the church bank account electronically 

each month.  22 of our members do this each month.  It is very easy to set up 

this method of giving.  Again speak to the author. 

If you pay income or capital gains tax on your salary, 

wages, pension, savings or investments, then you can 

increase your giving to the church by 25% by taking 

part in the Gift Aid Scheme whereby the Chancellor 

of the Exchequer gives back to the church the tax 

you have paid on anything  you give to the church.  

For example, if you give £10 per week to the church, 

then £2.50 can be added to that through Gift Aid.  70 

of our members are in this scheme which added over 

£17,500 to our givings in 2017.  If you pay tax and are not a member of the 

scheme please consider this excellent form of giving. 

If you would like any further information on any of the above methods of  

giving to our church please don’t hesitate to ask.  The Church Treasurer has 

large bills to pay each month—just like the rest of us—so regular giving is an 

essential part of our commitment to our church. 

Lindsay Macqueen, Finance Team Leader                                                                                           
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Film 
 

The newspapers are reporting that during the showing of a 

film in a local cinema, a man rose from his seat and shot 

himself. I believe that I have also seen that picture. 



It happened in October 
 

150 years ago :  On 12th October 1866 Ramsay MacDonald was born in 

Lossiemouth. He was the first ever Labour Prime Minister, serving in 1924 

and again from 1929-1935 (from 1931 as leader of a coalition). 
 

100 years ago :  On 15th October 2016 the Battle of the Somme entered its 

final phase with the army bogged down in the mud of the Ancre.   
 

80 years ago :  On 5th October 1936, 200 unemployed men began the famous 

Jarrow march to Westminster to protest at unemployment and poverty. 
 

75 years ago:  On 2nd October 1941 Hitler launched a ferocious attack on 

Moscow. It raged on for months but the Soviet forces proved to be superior. 
 

70 years ago: On 15th October 1946, Nazi Reichsmarschal Hermann 

Goering , condemned to death at the Nuremberg Tribunal, committed suicide 

on the eve of his execution. 
 

60 years ago:  On 29th October 1956, Israel, together with Britain and 

France, launched an attack on Egypt with the objective of regaining control of 

the Suez Canal. By the beginning of November Britain and France bowed to 

international opinion and staged a humiliating 

withdrawal. 
 

30 years ago : On 9th October 1986 “ Phantom of 

the Opera” was premiered in London’s West End. 
 

15 years ago:  On 7th October 2001, in response to 

the terrorist attack of 9/11 the first US and UK 

troops arrived in Afghanistan to begin an offensive against the Taliban. 

8. 

Some observations on everyday life….. 
 

People who sing their own praises usually do so without accompaniment . 

(Anon) 
 

A man shows his character by what he laughs at. ( Anon) 
 

Half our mistakes in life arise from feeling where we ought to 

think, and thinking where we ought to feel. ( J Churlton 

Collins). 
 



“ I didn’t know I was lost!” 
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Richard Bewes considers one of  

Jesus’ most poignant stories…. 
 

“ Rejoice with me; I have found my 

lost sheep” ( Luke 15:6) 
 

Some readers may remember the  

media report one August , of a young 

secretary who went missing for some 

days through a con-trick perpetrated 

by a deceiving businessman. 
 

Eventually she was found, in a  

somewhat confused state , at  

Basingstoke railway station.  

Evidently she had been completely 

unaware of the TV news- and of the 

public concern. In her own words at 

the resulting press conference, she 

confessed, “ I didn’t know was lost 

until I was found! “ 
 

In this 

famous 

fifteenth 

chapter 

of Luke, 

Jesus’ 

parable 

of the 

lost sheep, the lost coin and the lost 

prodigal son, was basically making a 

single point – the steadfast  

determination of the eternal Father to 

do everything possible to find and 

recover every stray individual – even 

if they were taken by surprise at His 

seeking love. 
 

Years ago I was leading a hospital 

ward service one Sunday morning, 

with a little team around me. It was 

still politically correct to do so I those 

days! All I could see of one patient 

was a newspaper, firmly held up – 

and a thin spiral of cigarette smoke 

that drifted from behind the paper. 

Yes, back then it was still  

permitted to smoke in a hospital 

ward! 
 

Two days later I went visiting in the 

same ward, bed to bed. And there was 

the patient – a woman in her early 

thirties. “ So you’re the one who was 

speaking on Sunday morning! “ she 

exclaimed , “ I never looked in your 

direction once; I was determined to 

hide behind my paper and my  

cigarette. But I was listening all the 

time. And every word you said was 

for me. I want now to follow what 

you were talking about. How do I get 

started?” 
 

This is the wonder of God’s ways 

with us. Jesus Christ is the Shepherd; 

out on the hills, looking, working, 

seeking for that one sheep that is 

missing from the safety of God’s fold. 

And when, by the message of His  

sacrificial love, that single ‘lost’ one 

is reclaimed, the angels are aglow 

with joy. Jesus said so. 



  

What happened to the other patients 

that Sunday morning? Who can tell? 

But Heaven itself was lit up that day 

over just one.”    ( Parish Pump ) 
 

A Warning from History 

 
St Augustine of Hippo (354AD - 

430AD) was one of the most  

important  Fathers of the early 

church, and one of the greatest of the 

early theologians. His main writings “ 

The Confessions” and “ The City of 

God” are read even today, over 1,500 

years after his death. 
 

Augustine lived 

his entire life in 

the country we 

know today as  

Algeria, but 

then part of  

Roman Africa. 

Rome in his 

lifetime was in 

steep decline, 

assailed by barbarian armies on every 

side. Even as he was dying, his own 

city of Hippo was besieged by the 

Vandals, who had swept through 

Spain into North Africa. They are 

best remembered for the wanton  

destruction they caused wherever they 

went.  
 

Augustine  saw the disintegration of 

the Roman Empire as being the result 

of a collapse of moral standards.  One 

could argue that the situation was not 

unlike that we witness in our own  

society today.  In “ The City of God” 

we see Augustine in full flow as he 

takes his contemporaries to task.  It is 

rather like reading one of our own 

tabloid newspapers  in the morning. 
 

“Why do you seek an infinite variety 

of pleasure with crazy extravagance, 

while your prosperity produces a 

moral corruption far worse than all 

the fury of an enemy ? Full publicity 

is given where shame would be  

appropriate; close secrecy is  

imposed where praise would be in 

order. Decency is veiled from sight; 

indecency is exposed to view. Scenes 

of evil attract packed audiences; 

good words scarcely find any        

listeners…. It is as if purity should 

provoke a blush and corruption  give 

grounds for pride.” 
 

We live today in a society which   

rejects the idea of any moral          

absolutes and where virtually any 

form of behaviour is tolerated. ‘Just 

do your own thing’ is the watchword. 

 

  There is a real danger that the kind 

of confusion and corruption which 

brought down Rome will undermine 

our society also. The church,       

however, still has a duty to remind 

people of the consequences, even 

when ‘tolerant’ groups like the     

Humanist Society seek every means 

to stifle its voice. Let us pray that our 

church itself remains bold in         

proclaiming what we perceive to be 

Truth.     MDM 
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 barns, windows white washed, doors  
removed from hinges  and so on. No doubt 
Samhuinn and her companions would have 
looked on approvingly! 
 
By the 1940s these old customs were  
rapidly dying out, probably  to the relief of 
all concerned. And  they would have  
disappeared were it not for our American 
friends who inexplicably revived them  in 
a different form complete with masks, 
ghosts, witches, vampires, horror  
movies, zombies, mummies, pumpkin  
lanterns and the whole paraphernalia 
which dominates our supermarkets . 
Harmless enough you might think?. 
 
Well maybe, but it does seem undesirable 
to expose impressionable young minds to 
all this occult material doesn’t it ? 
 
We are repeatedly warned in Scripture to 
have nothing to do with the occult and 
dark forces.  We believe they do exist.  
And so did our forefathers, which was 
why they took the Fire Festival of  
Samhuinn and transformed it into a night 
of Christian worship and prayer.We know 
it as Halloween ( All Hallows Eve).  All 
Hallows iself , 1st November, is now called 
All Saints Day and on it the church  
remembers all who have left this life to be 
with the Lord. And let’s be clear, those we 
have known and loved are not destined to 
be restless ghosts , nor are they coming 
back to haunt anyone. We have Christ’s 
assurance on that. 
 
Still it could be worse.  In Mexico, for  
example, on El Dia de los Muertos whole 
families picnic overnight in the cemetery 
eating small sugary sweets in the form of 
skulls !   MDM 

Halloween 
As a child my parents very reluctantly 
permitted us to join others in the  
locality in ‘guising’ at Halloween. We 
went from door to door with turnip  
lanterns and masks, and usually were 
given small gifts of sweets or fruit, even 
coins . Why were church folk so  
reluctant to encourage this ancient  
custom?   
 
The answer is that they saw in it echoes 
of the pagan festival of the goddess  
Samhuinn 
( pronounced 
Saavinn), to 
whom   
offerings 
were made at 
one time.  
We even 
knew  
Halloween 
as Oidhche 
Shamhna  
( Samhuinn’s 
Night). 
 
Samhuinn was the goddess of the dark 
part of the year. On 31st October it was 
believed that the veil which separated 
the world we inhabit from the spiritual 
realm was temporarily raised and ghosts 
of the dead, fairies ( not the kind you 
see on Christmas trees!), demons and 
evil spirits were released to play  
malicious tricks on human beings. 
 
Long after we were back home safely in 
bed, it was customary for some of the 
young men of the parish to roam around 
looking for the opportunity to annoy 
neighbours. Wheels would be removed 
from carts, ploughs lifted to the roofs of 
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WAY In…………to  1,2 and 3 John and Jude 
“ As one of the eyewitnesses of Jesus’ life, death and resurrection, John understood 
the importance of recording the facts so that future generations (like us) might 
believe.( see John’s Gospel 20:31). 
Reading his first and second letters is like walking through a labyrinth. The writer’s 
chain of thought twists and turns, revisiting themes on its slow and steady way to the 
central point : Jesus’ followers remain in God’s love by obeying his commands. 
John was concerned that the young church was losing its gospel anchor. As he years 
passed, people joined from different backgrounds bringing their own interpretations 
of the main events of Jesus’ life. Heresy and false teaching was beginning to seep in. 
So John reminded them of God’s love letter to them – the incarnation of the lord 
Jesus.  And of the emptiness of any teaching which sought to contradict anything 
which Jesus had said or done. 
Western Christians may recognise the struggles of the frst-century church. Like them, 
we live in a society where many religions/philosophies are considered equally valid 
and where tolerance is valued more han truth. If you have ever stopped to reflect on 
whether and how the church may be straying from its roots in Christ, why not spend 
time over the next two weeks asking God to show you the influences inside and 
outside the church that may be diverting us from Jesus. ( see John’s Gospel  Chapter. 

17).”     Caleb Woodbridge. 

SU  'Daily Bread ' NOTES      OCTOBER   

Love Letters  Tue    18 Genesis 42: 25-38 

Sat   1 1 John 4: 1-6 Wed  19 Genesis 43: 1-34 

Sun   2 Psalm  79  Thur   20 Genesis 44: 1-34 

Mon  3 1 John 4:7-21 Fri       21 Genesis 45: 1-28 

Tue   4 1 John 5:1-12 Sat      22 Genesis 46: 1-34 

Wed  5 1 John 5:13-21 Sun    23    Psalm 82 

Thur   6 2 John 1-13   Strategies and setbacks 

Fri      7 3 John 1-14 Mon 24 1 Thess. 1: 1-10 

Sat     8 Jude 1-25  Tue   25   1 Thess.2: 1-16 

Sun    9   Psalm  80 Wed  26 1Thess. 2:17-3:5 

  Family favourites ?  Thur   27 1Thess. 3:  6-13 

Mon  10 Genesis 37:1-11 Fri      28 1 Thess. 4:1-12 

Tue    11 Genesis 37: 12-36 Sat     29 1 Thess. 4:13-18 

Wed  12 Genesis 39: 1-23 Sun    30    Psalm  83 

Thur  13 Genesis 40: 1-23 Mon  31 1 Thess. 5 1-11 

Fri      14 Genesis 41: 1-16    

Sat     15 Genesis 41: 17-45 Why not subscribe ? 

Sun    16    Psalm 81 Cost: £3.99 a quarter. 

Mon  17 Genesis 42: 1-24 Speak to me.   M MacSween. 
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How Other Christians Have To Live 
 

IRAN – SECURITY FORCES ABDUCT CHRISTIAN CONVERTS A 

FORTNIGHT AFTER SEPARATE RAID ON HOUSE CHURCH 
 

Five Iranian converts from Islam to Christianity were arrested by agents of the Iranian 
Intelligence Ministry on 26 August as they spent time with their families in Firouz-
Kouh county, north of Tehran. This incident occurred a fortnight after at least eleven 
Christians were arrested in a raid on a house church in Isfahan. A total of at least 43 

Christians were detained across Iran in August. 
 

NIGERIA – ATTACKS ON CHRISTIANS CONTINUE AS BOKO 

HARAM LEADER SAYS GROUP WILL TARGET CHRISTIANS 
 

Pastor Luka Ubangari was returning home from an evangelistic visit to Golkofa     
village in north-west Nigeria on 21 August when he was ambushed and shot dead. 
The killers are suspected to be ethnic Fulani herdsmen, a violent, mainly Muslim   
ethnic group. 
In a separate tragic incident on 22 August, a Christian student in Zamfara state in 
northern Nigeria was accused of blasphemy against Islam and Muhammad and beaten 
by a group of Muslim students. A Muslim man intervened and drove the victim to 
hospital, but the mob then attacked and set fire to the house of the Muslim rescuer, 
killing eight people.  
 

CAMEROON – KIDNAPPED CHRISTIAN REMAINS HELD AND 

BOKO HARAM TAKES REVENGE 
 

On 12 August, four Christians were kidnapped whilst working in their fields. Two of 
the four kidnapped were first released to get hold of 100,000 FCFA (£130 – the     
average wage in Cameroon is around £2,000 per year) to pay as a ransom to secure 
the release of the other two, who are the husband and mother-in-law of one of those 
released. The ransom was paid and the mother-in-law was released, but the husband 
remains held and appears to have been taken away from the area. 
 

SUDAN – TRIAL UNDERWAY OF FOUR CHRISTIANS WHO COULD 

FACE DEATH PENALTY 
 

Four Christians are currently on trial in Khartoum, Sudan’s capital, for committing at 
least seven crimes. The charges include waging war against the state and espionage, 
both of which carry the death penalty as the maximum sentence. The four men     
comprise three Sudanese nationals and an aid worker from the Czech Republic. 
Rev. Hassan Abduraheem and graduate student Abdulmonem Abdumawla have been 
held since December 2015, whilst Rev. Kuwa Shamal has been detained since May 
2016. Petr Jasek was also arrested in December 2015, just four days after arriving in 
the country. The Sudan Tribune reports that according to Mladá fronta Dnes, a daily 
Czech newspaper, Jasek is being held for documenting instances of Christian         
persecution in Sudan. 
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‘Daisy Chain’ in Govanhill. 
 

The Social Care Council of the Church of Scotland , which operates under the name of 
CrossReach, funds projects throughout Scotland. They cover areas such as children 
and families, substance abuse, learning difficulties and care for the elderly.  
CrossReach is the largest non-governmental  provider of social services in the country. 
 

In Govanhill  the CrossReach ‘Daisy Chain’ Early Years Project was begun as a pilot 
to bridge the gap between communities and to offer support for young families living 
there. This year it was successful in receiving part-funding from the Scottish  
Government’s   Children, Young People and Families Early Intervention Fund. 
 

The Minister for Childcare and Early Years, 
Mark McDonald MSP recently visited ‘Daisy 
Chain’ to see for himself the work being done. 
He commented positively on the way in which 
‘Daisy Chain’ helps families of different faiths 
and cultures to come together through play and 
foster good relationships. One of the mothers 
present said that she could only describe ‘Daisy 
Chain’ as a blessing which had changed her life 
and that of her children in a way which she had 
not imagined possible. 

14. 

A Place in the Country? 
 

Some years ago a couple were house-hunting somewhere in England. They visited 
an elderly clergyman who had an attractive cottage for sale. Later that day they 
could not remember having seen a bathroom in the property, so they wrote to the 
old man asking where the WC might be. 
 
The minister was not familiar with the term, and decided that they must be asking 
about the nearest Wesleyan Church. And so he wrote them this reply: 
 
‘Dear……., I regret to inform you that the nearest WC is 20 miles 

away, which is most unfortunate if you are in the habit of going 

regularly. This one is situated in a beautiful valley, and many local 

people make a day of it, setting of early and taking picnics with 

them. Some come by car, others by bus , and some on foot arrive 

just in time. A bell rings 20minutes before the WC opens and if you 

are late there is still plenty of standing room. 

Inside there are 40 plush seats . The children sing as they process in , and there is 

even organ music. I hope this will encourage you to visit. I myself have not been 

for five months, and you can imagine this pains me very much..  Yours sincerely….’ 



Trying his patience 
 

In former days people in rural areas had to walk considerable distances to 

get to church, especially at times of Communion. If the weather was bad it 

was often the case that the service would have begun before the  

worshippers reached the church. 
 

On this occasion, the number of latecomers was considerable, and the 

church door kept opening and closing , causing a noise. Some ( maybe 

most ?) of the congregation kept glancing over their shoulders  curious to 

see who had entered. The minister was growing increasingly impatient 

with what was going on. Exasperated, he finally said, “ You don’t need to 

bother turning round to look at the door – I myself will announce to you 

who has just come in… that was Donald MacLeod from Dunvegan and 

his wife Mairi….and that’s Annie MacSween and her sister Kate now……

so can we please  get on with the service.” 
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. CRECHE 
 

Thank you for looking after the youngest members of our congregation 

each Sunday morning. 

9th  Oct         P Piper            F Campbell 
16th Oct          A Gardiner        L Doughty 

23rd Oct           I Haddow          S McCall 

30th Oct           M Carvil            B Roberts 

6th Nov            M Coubrough    M Borland 

 

As always if you cannot  

manage please change or  

contact me (586 4294).  

    Betty Roberts 

Counting Team Rota 
 

Team from Sunday 9th October to Sunday 6th November, inclusive :- 
 

                           M Carvil,  M Percy, P Brown, A Watt 

If you cannot manage any Sunday please arrange for a substitute, or    

contact Alan Watt 

CHURCH  EMAIL  ADDRESS 
 

Some members are still using the old email address to send  

messages to the church.  Please note that the proper email address 

is officeQPG@btconnect.com and can be found on the front page 

of the Magazine each month 



 

Congregational Register 
Rev Ian Robertson.  

 Mr Robertson who died in May, was a former minister of Queen’s Park 

High and Crosshill Queen’s Park following that union. He subsequently 

served in Colvend,  Dalbeattie until his retiral. 
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Church Intimations that went wrong somehow! 

 

“ The minister will be on holiday next month. Local clergy 

will be celebrating with us on the Sundays that he is away.” 

 

“ A talk about drugs will be given at this month’s meeting 

of the Guild. It will be followed by a Bring and Buy Sale.” 

 

A few years ago the Parish magazine at Long Ditton in 

Surrey announced: “The prayers for peace this month 

have been cancelled because of the new vicar.” 

 

Joyce McNae writes:- 
 

Joyce, Gavin and family 

would like to say thank 

you for the kind  

messages, cards,  

flowers, prayers and 

attendance at Hector 

MacKenzie’s funeral 

service on Saturday 18th 

September.  

  
Isobel Haddow writes:- 
 

“ Isabel and Carli would 

like to say a big thank 

you to the Hospitality 

Team for the beautiful 

spread they put on and 

also to the congregation 

for their kind Birthday 

cards and good wishes.” 



DUTY ROTA:-    The following Members are asked to take up duty as indicated. 
 

CHURCH VESTILBULE DUTY – SUNDAY  MORNINGS 

 

 9th October  Mrs. A. Neil 

   Mrs. A. M. Gardiner 

      Mrs. M. Coubrough 

   Mrs. M. Carvil 

16th October Mrs. A. Coleman 

   Mrs. M. Cunningham 

   Mrs. E. McNicoll 

   Mrs. J. McCallum 

23rd October Mrs. L. Friel 

   Mr. R. McCallum 

   Miss M. Davidson 

   Mr. E. Gibb 

30th October Mrs. N. Griffith 

   Mr. G. Gardiner 

   Miss L. Hunter 

   Mrs. M. Rankin 

  6th November Miss L. Boyle 

   Mr. P. Brown 

   Mrs. L. Wood 

   Mrs. M. Comrie  

 

OFFERING DUTIES:- The following Members are asked to take duty on the 
following Sundays:-  9th October to 6th November 

          

Back Pews          Mrs. A.M. Gardiner           

Left Side Pews/Chairs        Mr. M. MacSween                  

Right Side Chairs/Choir     Mrs. R. Hughes             

 

Anyone unable to do the duty indicated should contact Marjory Percy 
(Tel. 632 0363)      Please check Magazine or list on Welcome Hall notice board to 
see if you have been asked to do a duty. 
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• My wife told me to stop impersonating a flamingo. I had to put my 

foot down. 

• I recently decided to sell my vacuum cleaner, all it was doing was 

gathering dust. 

• I asked my North Korean friend how it was there, he said he couldn't  

 complain. 



INTIMATIONS 
 

1. The   Kirk  Session  will  meet  on  Tuesday 15th November 2016. 
 

2. Team Leaders will meet on Tuesday 18th October 2016. 
 

3. Cases of illness or urgent pastoral need should be intimated without 

delay to the Minister. 

4. Any person who would like to become a communicant member of the 

church should speak to the Minister. 
 

5.      The next date for handing  in  material for the Magazine is         

    Sunday 30th October 2016.  
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TREASURER’S REPORT  TO  25TH SEPT  2016 
     
   Open Plate    £     4,289 

   Freewill Offerings   £     6,414 

   Gift Aid Freewill Offerings  £   39,441 

            Total          £   50,144 

           Average per Sunday               £     1,320 

 

Other Income 
 

Donation from M Stoddart’s Estate  £300 

  

       

M. Borland, Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GENERAL  FABRIC  FUND 
 

Balance at 1/1/16      £  7,916 

+ Income         £  3,356 

                £11,272 

Expenditure       £  8,239  

Balance at 25/9/16     £ 3,033 

             ====== 



 

       

OCTOBER 2016 
 

Caring in Christ’s name 

As CrossReach Week approaches, Jackie 

Macadam profiles the work of the Social care 

Council of The Church of Scotland. 
 

‘Follow My Nose’. 

An interview with designer turned author 

Ethyl Smith. 
 

From Gender Justice to Fresh Expressions 

The Moderator of the National Youth assembly, Andrew McPherson, reports 

on the work carried out by this year’s delegates. 
 

An Online Life 

The Church’s Head of Communications, Rob Flett, explains the benefits of 

social media to congregations and presbyteries. 
 

Hope in death 

Robin Taylor considers the role of faith in end of life attitudes. 
 

Swopping Stark Pews for Smart Phones 

The Very Rev Dr Albert Bogle emphasises the need for change in 

communicating the core messages of Christianity. 
 

A Lonely Job 

In the months of harvest, the Rt Rev Dr Russell Barr reflects on 

the challenges facing Scotland’s farming community. 
 

Divine Liberation 

Ron Ferguson reflects on the limitless love of God. 
 

PLUS:  all the regular columnists, letters, reviews and crosswords – all for 

just £2.20. 
 

Visit our website www.lifeandwork.org for up-to-date news and exclusive 

features. You can also find us on Facebook and Twitter. 

If you would like to subscribe, please speak to Barbara Irvine any Sunday. 
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OFFICEBEARERS 
 MINISTER    Rev Elijah Smith           at Church Office 
 SESSION CLERK   Mr Jo Gibb     638 5768 
          54 Ravenscliffe Drive G46 7QP 
 FABRIC  TEAM        Mr. George Gardiner   810 5079     
 HOSPITALITY  TEAM Miss Morag Reid    440 7406 
 PASTORAL  TEAM       Mr. Jo Gibb     638 5768  
 MISSION  TEAM          Miss Lynn Flower    631 4964    
 PRAYER  TEAM          Mrs Ruby Smith     01236 750358  
 MINISTRY TEAM       Rev Elijah Smith            at Church Office 
 MUSIC & DRAMA TEAM    Mrs Lynn Gibb    638 5768 
 FINANCE  TEAM  Mr Lindsay Macqueen    01655 332588 
 ADMIN / OFFICE  TEAM     Mrs Barbara Irvine     423 1558 
 EDUCATION  TEAM      Mrs Brenda McGinnigle   424 0427 
 TIME TALENTS MONEY TEAM      Mrs Joyce McNae 423 1897  
 YOUTH  TEAM       Miss Lynn Flower      631 4964 
 CONGREGATIONAL      Mrs. Margaret Borland     at Church Office   
 TREASURER       or mc_borland@hotmail.com    
 MAGAZINE  EDITOR        Mr. Malcolm MacSween   649 9405   
                4 Rosslyn Court, Lethington Ave., G41 
 MAGAZINE         Mrs. Barbara Irvine   423 1558 
  DISTRIBUTION            01/55 Nursery Street, G41 
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THE  GLORY  OF  AUTUMN 


