
 



 
 

Good  News 

( Luke 2: 1-14) 

 

Good News! 

Good news of great joy- 

and it outweighs the bad news 

of the journey, 

of the rejection, 

of the confusion 

that made and makes up life 

for Joseph and Mary and for us. 

 

Good news ! 

God’s timing, 

God’s sovereignty, 

God’s plan for His people 

through Jesus, His gift. 

The time has come 

to accept and not to be afraid. 

God’s news is good and everlasting. 

Glory to Him and peace to those who trust and receive 

without always understanding. 
 

By Daphne Kitching 
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To my church family, 
 

Hello all! I hope that this finds you well, fit and ready for the 
Christmas season. It might be hard to believe that Advent is already 
here. The story of God becoming human is fundamental to our faith, 
but this aspect of Christmas so often takes a back seat to our insatiable 
appetite for spending. In the midst of this, as followers of the Word-
became-flesh, we might be tempted into the mode of thinking that 
‘things just aren’t what they used to be.’ I would argue that not only is this 
perspective unchristian, but it is also unhelpful for followers of Christ in this time of 
Advent. 
 

Thinking that ‘things just aren’t what they used to be’ is, in my estimate, blinkered. 
We so often remember the past with a romantic fondness. It has to be acknowledged 
that the number of people who consider themselves Christians has dropped in our 
society in recent times, but throughout the Gospels, Christ demonstrates our faith is 
never about what we perceive on the surface. Throughout his ministry and through 
the crucifixion, Christ shows us that we can never judge a book by its cover. Whilst 
things might look nasty at first glance, God is always at work. This is apparent even 
in the main event of Christmas. Not a family meal where people may fall out about 
politics or religion, but that main event that took place nearly two millennia ago. This 
Christmas event marked a shift in human history and the coming of the Kingdom of 
God. Far be it from us to proclaim that ‘things just aren’t what they used to be’ in a 
sombre tone when God has worked, is working and will continue to work in this 
world. I’m not suggesting that this is easy, but if we give in to the difficulties brought 
about by our impatience, we are losing sight of some of the most important aspects of 
our faith. 
 

In his reflections on Advent, the great German theologian and martyr, who died 
combating the Third Reich with the Gospel, Dietrich Bonhöffer writes, 
 

‘Waiting is an art that our impatient age has forgotten. It wants to break open the 

ripe fruit when it has hardly finished planting the shoot. But all too often the greedy 

eyes are only deceived; the fruit that seemed so precious is still green on the inside, 

and disrespected hands ungratefully toss aside what has so disappointed them.’ 
 

Although he wrote those words written more than half a century ago, we still seem to 
be missing that art of waiting. Advent is about cultivating that art, refocusing 
ourselves on the green innards of the fruit of the Gospel. It is a great challenge, but 
we have the advantage of waiting as a community and with the aid of the Holy Spirit. 
May this season of Advent be a time of patience, a time of renewal and a time of 
looking beyond the surface in order to see God at work.  
 

Love and peace be with you all, 
 

Elijah 
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Prayer Breakfast 
 

Queen's Park Govanhill Parish church will host the 

next prayer breakfast. We meet at 8.30am on 

 Saturday 7th January 2016 

 

This is a time of shared fellowship  with churches of differing  

denominations. It starts with a simple breakfast prepared by the Prayer 

Team of cereal, toast, croissant, fruit juice, tea or coffee, followed by a 

time of united prayer.  

 

It is spiritually uplifting knowing that the ripples on a pool that started 

over 6 years ago continue to spread ever outwards.  

Do come along and join us 

 

Ruby Smith 

Prayer Team Leader  
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Sunday   4th December    11.00 am   The Choir Advent Service                      

            6.00 pm   Evening Service 

Sunday 11th December      11.00 am   Rev  Dr Elijah Smith 

                                              6.00 pm   Evening Service 

Sunday 18th December      11.00 am   Rev Dr Elijah Smith 

                                 GIFT SERVICE 

                                              6.00 pm   Evening Service 
Saturday 24th December     7.30 pm   Carols by Candlelight 

                                                               CHRISTMAS  EVE 

Sunday  25th December      11.00 am   Rev Dr  Elijah Smith 

                                                               CHRISTMAS DAY 

                                                               No Evening Service 

Sunday  1st January 2017   11.00 am   Rev Dr Elijah Smith 

                                                                NEW YEAR’S DAY 

                                                                No Evening service 



As the year draws to a close we round off our 

session of the Guild for 2016 with our "Christmas 

Party" on Wednesday 14th December at 2pm. Don't 

miss out on all the fun come and join in, there are 

some very special surprises and guests attending. 

 

The committee take this opportunity to wish all our 

members a very Joyous Christmas and a prosperous New Year. 

 

Our session will restart at 2pm on Wednesday 11th January 2017 so do 

come and join us, a warm welcome is extended to all, that includes the 

men in our congregation.  Ruby Smith (Secretary) 

 

Astronomical Footnote…. 
 

In October, Elijah wrote about the annual orbit 

of the earth round the sun and how it being tilted 

on its axis  gives us the seasons. 

There is something else, though. The sun (and all 

the billions of stars in the Milky Way ) is itself in 

orbit round the centre of the Galaxy. It moves  at 

a speed of more than 450,000 miles per hour as it does so taking all its 

planets with it.  This means that in 90 seconds we all move 12,500 miles 

without being aware of it.  However, the really  staggering thing  is that 

to complete just one orbit the sun (and its planets) takes 225 MILLION 

years !  This is what is called a Cosmic or Galactic Year. 
 

“What is man that you are mindful of him, the son of man that you care 

for him ?”   (Psalm 8) Ed. 
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The next meeting is on Monday 12th December at 

7.30 pm for the annual Film Night. 

 

This year’s blockbuster film is still under wraps 

but promises to be as spectacular as usual. 

 

All men in the congregation are invited along.  No 

supper this time but choc ices will be on sale at the 

interval!!  Lindsay Macqueen, Secretary 



Pathfinders Post    
 

Do you remember the programme Lark Rise to Candleford which graced our tv 
screens between 2008 - 2011? The story was set towards the end of the nineteenth 
century and seen through the eyes of a teenage girl as she leaves Lark Rise to start a 
new life under the wing of the postmistress in Candleford.  
 

Our Pathfinders Post Office is more Larkfield to Cathcart but we have 
just as  diligent counter staff and postmen eager to assist with your 
Christmas post. 
Who knows what our pathfinder postmen might write in years to come! 
 

The Post Office  will open for business in the Welcome Hall on Sunday 
4th December from 10.30 am. By purchasing "donation stamps" you 
can post all your cards to friends within Queen's Park Govanhill Church 
while raising money for Robin House, Children's Hospice at Balloch. 
 

Opening times are Sunday 4th December, Sunday 11th December and 
Sunday 18th December at 10.30 am with deliveries after the morning service.  
 

Last year we raised £329.00    -   so here’s hoping………….. 
 

*** Please remember , Pathfinders cannot undertake delivery outwith the church 
premises. 
 

(Now I have this in mind I think I might ask Santa for the DVD of Lark Rise – happy 
days!)  Joyce McNae                                                                                                         

Letter to Father Christmas  ( 1896) 
 

Dear Father Christmas,  

This Christmas could you please send me a yellow door.  

 Yours sincerely,   Sherlock Holmes 
 

Dr Watson looked puzzled.“ So why do you want a yellow 

door Holmes ?” 

“Lemon- entry  my dear Watson.”   

(Letter from Santa to Sherlock Holmes—”Check out the door at QPG!!) 
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STAMPS……   Please remember to save all the stamps you get with 

Christmas mail. The World Mission Council of the Church of Scotland 

had collected £2,000 from the sale of stamps by the end of September. 

This sum went towards this year’s special project in India. ( You can 

read about it in an article pinned to our notice board).   Lexa Boyle 



Advent Lunch 
 

Our Advent Lunch on Sunday 27th November was a very sociable affair with over 
fifty people attending. Once Janette was seated, Elijah said Grace and soon the  
Welcome Hall was filled with the sound of laughter and the snapping of crackers.  
 
The Menu might not have been approved by weightwatchers but it is winter after all!  
Nominated waiters could well be taking part in next year’s Waiter of the Year Award  
-   a good job done by all! 
 
The Advent Lunch was in support of Glasgow City 
Mission Christmas Appeal.  
Glasgow City Mission is the world’s first City  
Mission. Since 1826, they have been showing  
Christian care to vulnerable adults and children by 
fighting against poverty and disadvantage in Glasgow. 
 

As they say on their website “With your support, lives can be changed from          
brokenness to a new way forward in hope. From meeting with someone over food, 
we are able to get to know them, connect them to our range of daytime activities to 
rebuild their confidence and skills, and journey with them as they move forwards 

with their lives. 

Above all, your gift will enable people at Glasgow City Mission to see and hear the 

real message of Christmas – of Christ’s transforming love.” 

A big thank you to all who attended and for your donations, which together totalled 
£264. 
 

TTM Team  

7

Daisy Street News 
 

Unfortunately, our Daisy Street ‘correspondent’ had to leave home to  

attend a family funeral in the north of England before she could send her 

report to the magazine editor. 

 

However, it can be reported that the Grace and Flavour café still goes 

from strength to strength every Tuesday and Wednesday from 10 am until 

1.30 pm. The hard working volunteers ensure that  their customers are 

served nutritious food with good humour !  If you have not yet dropped 

in , please do so – it is well worth while. 



It happened in December……. 
 

250 years ago :  On 29th December 1766, Charles Mackintosh, the 

Scottish chemist was born. He it was who discovered a method of making 

fabric waterproof, thus giving his name to the raincoat that we all know. 

100 years ago:  On 7th December 1916, David Lloyd George became 

Prime Minister of the UK. 

80 years ago   On 11th December 1936 King Edward VIII abdicated after 

a reign of only 11 months. He did so in order to marry a twice-divorced 

American socialite, Wallis Simpson. His younger brother, the Duke of 

York, became George VI and was crowned in May 1937. 

75 years ago :  On 5th December 1941, Soviet forces outside Moscow 

launched a massive counter-attack which halted the German invasion of 

Russia.  And on 7th December, Japan attacked Pearl Harbour. 

60 years ago :  On 12th December 1956, the IRA began its Border 

Campaign in Northern Ireland  which lasted over 30 years. 

25 years ago : On Christmas Day 1991, Mikhail Gorbachev resigned as 

President of the USSR. On the next day, the red hammer and sickle flag 

was lowered from the Kremlin for the last time, and the USSR was 

dissolved. 

15 years ago :  On 13th December 2001 Osama Bin Laden released a 

video tape in which he said that the deaths and destruction in New York 

had exceeded his most optimistic expectations. 
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Christmas Eve : 2016 Style 
 

‘Twas the night before Christmas 

When all through the house 

Not a creature was stirring, except Papa’s mouse. 

The computer was humming 

The icons were hopping 

As Papa did last minute internet shopping- 

The stockings were hung by the modem with care 

In the hope that Santa would bring new software. 

The children were  nestled all snug in their beds, 

While dreams of computer games danced in their heads. 



CHRISTMAS  ABOLISHED ! 
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Did you know that after the Civil 

War in the sixteenth century, the  

victorious Parliamentarians, led by 

Oliver Cromwell , 

actually abolished 

Christmas in  

England. ( In  

Scotland, crushed 

after the Battle of 

Dunbar, the Church 

of Scotland followed suit.) 
 

Were they just killjoys then ? Well, 

they were Puritans, who saw  

Christmas as a Catholic doctrine with 

no warrant in Scripture. Indeed, the 

date 25th December had been chosen 

because it was the date of the Roman 

festival celebrating the sun – a pagan 

celebration of midwinter. Moreover, 

the very name (Christ Mass) referred 

to the midnight mass held in Catholic 

churches, a service seen as  

blasphemous by all Protestants at the 

time. 
 

As we know, following the death of 

Cromwell, the republic known as the 

Commonwealth fell, and the  

monarchy was restored in 1660. The 

new king, Charles II was known as 

‘The Merry Monarch’ and with good 

reason. Christmas was restored as 

were all the ancient customs  

associated with it. 
 

However, in Scotland Christmas  

continued to be set aside in favour of 

New Year. Not until well after the 

end of World War II was Christmas 

Day restored as a public holiday.  

People went to work as usual, shops 

were open and there was only a very 

limited display of decorations in 

streets and buildings. My mother even 

remembered going to school on 

Christmas Day during World War I !  
 

We had relatives who were members 

of the Free Presbyterian Church 

( ‘Seceders’) who never sent  

Christmas cards, only New Year 

cards, Christmas was never a word 

they would utter. ( I never found out 

where they found these cards.)   
 

Churches  made little fuss over 

Christmas. Instead of Christmas Eve 

services many had Watch Night  

Services on Hogmanay instead. Most 

older members of our congregation 

will remember these being broadcast 

by the BBC. 
 

How things have changed !   

Christmas has become the peak of the 

retail trade and from the beginning of 

November our senses are assailed by 

every conceivable kind of advertising. 

Sometimes one wishes that it could be 

abolished again! It has become  

traditional also for ministers on the 

radio and in the press to bemoan all 

this every year and to urge their  



 listeners to remember ‘ the real  

reason for Christmas’.  All very  

commendable, but In doing so, they 

run the risk 

of being  

dismissed as 

killjoys like 

the Puritans 

of yore.  

Rikki  

Fulton’s  

Rev I M 

Jolly comes 

to mind. 
 

I think we just have to accept that the 

Christmas season has been thoroughly 

secularised so there’s little point in 

railing vainly against it. It does  

however offer an opportunity for the 

church to offer something different 

and distinctive. Jesus Christ is not’ 

just for Christmas’ . 
 

As a writer has said, “ The hinge of 

history is on the door of a Bethlehem 

stable”  The great Victorian preacher 

C H Spurgeon  put it slightly              

differently, “ Christ is the great         

central fact in the world’s history. To 

him everything looks forward or 

backward. All the lines of history  

converge upon him.”  His birth was 

the beginning of God’s rescue plan 

for fallen humanity. He is still Lord of 

all, the same yesterday today and   

forever.   MDM 

 

 

THE WAY I SEE IT:  The 

Most Beautiful Story. 
 

Rev David Winter in Parish Pump  

reflects on the coming of Jesus. 
 

“Earlier this year a well-known atheist 
was being interviewed on Radio 4. In the 
course of an enlightening chat he was 
asked how he spent Christmas, and he 
said that he went to Midnight Mass at 
church. ‘ But you are an atheist,’ his  
interviewer protested. ‘Yes,’ he replied,  
but what they celebrate at Christmas is 
the most beautiful story ever told.’ 
 

That ‘beautiful story’ tells of a Creator 
who sent His Son to share the life of His 
creation, to be born as a helpless baby, 
to grow up as a man of extraordinary 
wisdom, gentleness and love, executed 
by the authorities for contradicting the 
traditions of the time. His followers- 
who today number about two billion all 
over the world –believe that He rose 
from the dead , and that by his death and 
resurrection He has made possible  
forgiveness and eternal life for men and 
women everywhere. 
 

That is certainly quite a story, perhaps 
the greatest ever told  and, yes, beautiful. 
And that is the story that will be  
rehearsed again this Christmas, in  
children’s nativities , in hymns and  
carols, in Bible readings and sermons all 
over the country. People who stay away 
from church all year turn up to hear it, 
and who can blame them.?  This is a 
story of hope, of love and of heaven 
touching earth. 
 

During 2016 we have all become  
familiar with probably the best-known 
statue in the world. Christ the Redeemer, 
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 cut , the baby would be washed, 

rubbed with salt and oil , and then 

carefully wrapped  in swaddling cloths. 

The swaddling is described as a cloth 

or blanket tied together like bandages, 

This process was carried out with great 

love and care, and was thought to have 

health-giving benefits. 
 

On the other hand, to ignore the  

swaddling process was seen as an 

abandonment and rejection of the 

baby. ‘And as for thy nativity, on the 

day thou wast born thy navel was not 

cut, neither wast thou washed in wa-

ter to soothe thee. Thou wast not 

salted at all, nor swaddled at 

all.” ( Ezekiel 16:4 in the Authorised 

Version.) 
 

So why wrap your presents ? Because 

just as the baby Jesus was swaddled as 

a sign of great love and care, wrapping 

our gifts is a sign of our own effort, 

love and care towards those whom we 

love. So be patient with the wrapping 

paper, and Happy Christmas! 

Norma Murrain ( adapted) 

towering over the 
Olympic city of Rio 
de Janeiro, His arms 
stretched out in 
blessing. Christmas 
celebrates the birth 
of that great  
redeemer – a tiny 
baby laid in a  
feeding trough. His 
birth changed  
history, His life transformed our idea of 
what it is to be human, his death was at 
one and the same time a tragedy and a 
triumph. Yes, ‘ the most beautiful story 
ever told.’ 

Enjoy it again this Christmas. “ 

 

 

All  Wrapped  Up ! 
“ And this will be a sign to you, you 

will find the babe, wrapped in  

swaddling clothes, lying in a  

manger.” ( Luke 2:2) 
 

Do you ever dread wrapping all 

those Christmas presents?  The large 

roll of fragile paper that slides 

around the table, the lumpy gifts that 

defy wrapping, the tape that sticks to 

your fingers…… what is so  

important about wrapping Christmas 

presents anyway? Why not just hand 

them over ? 
 

Well did you ever consider that the 

very first Christmas present EVER 

was wrapped up  - in swaddling 

cloths ? In Biblical times, after a 

birth, the umbilical cord would be 
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WAY IN……..to ACTS  9-12 

“ As we enter the world of the young church following the brutal execution of Stephen, the 
believers have been sent running for their lives. The Jewish leaders are furious at the repeated 

accusations from Peter and Stephen that they were in some way responsible for killing God’s 

Messiah.  The miracles of healing which happened in Jesus’ name, especially to the paralysed 

man at the Beautiful Gate, seem to authenticate the apostles’ message. Jesus, though killed, 

has indeed risen !! Stephen loses his life because of this. The old conservatives are implacably 

opposed to the new Jesus movement. 

In these readings we will discover that this desperately sad backstory merely sets the scene for 

the next astonishing development. The Jesus Movement is about to break out of its Jewish 

‘shell’ to embrace all nations. The arguments over who was responsible for the death of Jesus 

will develop into a full-on battle for the heart of Judaism. The future of the Christian church 

will depend on how its leaders can respond to what God was evidently doing among them by 

sending the Holy Spirit to bless and bring in outsiders. If this was true, then was there any 

limit to what God would do through his church ?”  David Bruce. 

How many readers of our magazine use these daily readings ?  Why not take out a 

subscription to ‘Daily Bread’ , where a commentary is given on each day’s reading?  A 

number of past copies of the quarterly booklet can be found on the table in our church 

library to show you what it is like.  MDM 
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SU  'Daily Bread ' NOTES      DECEMBER  

Let us settle the matter Sun    18   Psalm  90 

Thur    1 Isaiah 2: 6-22  Bitter fruit  

FRI       2 Isaiah 3: 13-4:1 Mon   19 Isaiah 5: 1-7 

Sat      3 Isaiah 4: 2-6 Tue    20 Isaiah 5: 8-23 

Sun    4   Psalm  88 Wed   21    Isaiah 5;24-30 

   God acts  Thur   22 Isaiah  6: 1-13 

Mon   5 Acts 9: 1-9 Fri      23 Isaiah 7: 1-17 

Tue    6 Acts 9: 10-19a Sat     24 Isaiah 8: 1-22 

Wed  7 Acts 9: 19b-31 SUN   25 Isaiah 9: 1-7 

Thur   8 Acts 9: 32-43 Mon   26 Isaiah 9: 8-17 

Fri      9 Acts 10: 1-8 Tue    27 Isaiah 9: 18-10:4 

Sat      10 Acts 10: 9-23a Wed  28 Isaiah 10: 20-27 

Sun    11    Psalm  89 Thur   29 Isaiah 11: 1-16 

Mon   12 Acts 10: 23b-33 Fri      30 Isaiah 12; 1-6 

Tue    13 Acts 10: 34-48 Sat     31 Isaiah 24: 21-25:12 

Wed  14 Acts 11: 1-18 New Year resolution - 

Thur   15 Acts 11: 19-30 Why not subscribe ? 

Fri      16 Acts 12: 1-19a Cost: £3.99 a quarter. 

Sat     17 Acts 12: 19b-25    



How Other Christians Have To Live 
 

UZBEKISTAN – EIGHT CHRISTIANS PUNISHED FOR HAVING  

CHRISTIAN LITERATURE AT HOME 

Lift up in prayer eight Christians in Uzbekistan who have been punished in recent 
months for having religious literature at home. Seven of the eight – Aleksandr Ko, 
Bakhtiyor Odinayev, Andrei Serin, Mahmud Hakimjanov, Shamsiddin Begmatov, and 
Pastor Dmitri Butov and his wife Svetlana Butova – were heavily fined for the “illegal 
production, storage, or import into Uzbekistan, with the intent to distribute or actual 
distribution, of religious materials by physical persons”. The other, Stanislav Kim, 
was sentenced to two years’ corrective labour for committing this offence twice in a 
year. All the Christian material has been confiscated and some destroyed. 
Ask the Lord to meet the needs of all eight Christians and their families, and that 
those who have appealed will have the ruling overturned. Pray that the restrictions 
placed against Christians in Uzbekistan will ease. 

AUSTRALIA – IRANIAN CONVERT TO CHRISTIANITY MURDERED BY 

MUSLIM HUSBAND 

An Iranian hairdresser, Nasrin Abek (35), was found dead from multiple stab wounds 
in her home in Sydney, Australia, on 29 September. Her husband, Amir Darbanou, 
has been charged with her murder; he was allegedly enraged by Nasrin’s decision to 
leave Islam to become a Christian. Islamic law (sharia) specifies a death sentence for 
the “crime” of apostasy from Islam, which is viewed as treason against the Muslim 
community. All the various schools of sharia insist on this for adult male apostates, 
and some do also for adult female apostates. As an Iranian, however, Amir Darbanou 
is probably a Shia Muslim, and Shia law states that apostate women should be beaten 
every day until they return to Islam.    
Pray that Amir Darbanou will encounter the grace of God and receive salvation. Ask 
God to protect Christians who are at risk of violence and even death from members of 
their own family because of their decision to follow Jesus (Matthew 10:21-23). Pray 
that they will stand firm in their faith and that their transformed lives will powerfully 
impact their families. 
PAKISTAN – FATHER OF PAKISTANI GIRL KIDNAPPED AND MAR-

RIED TO MUSLIM MAN, DIES 

Alfred, the father of Monica, a twelve-year-old Christian from Lahore who was  
kidnapped and married to a Muslim in August, has died. Following a telephone 
 conversation with his daughter’s abductor, in which the man threatened the family 
that they must withdraw their court case against him, Monica’s father succumbed to 
the stress of the situation and died. He leaves a wife, son and two daughters, including 
Monica. Lawyers for the family confirmed that the case against Monica’s abductor is 
ongoing, but that at the time of writing no date has yet been set for a second court 
hearing. At the first hearing on 3 October, the judge ordered that Monica herself 
should appear in court after the man charged with kidnapping her produced a marriage 
certificate claiming that she was 18, although the family was able to submit her birth 
certificate proving Monica’s true age is twelve. 
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Club 170 
There was a good turnout of team members for the AGM on a cold night at the 

end of October  – too late for the deadline for November magazine. We have 

rectified this for next year as have arranged the date for earlier in the month!  

The AGM followed the usual format. Discussion on the running of the club, 

financial report – Betty was pleased to report that due to generous donations 

from the congregation and our major sponsor funds are quite healthy. 

The dates for the Christmas meal and Burns Supper were agreed and  

arrangements made. 

With the colder weather we are seeing some more people coming to the club 

on a Sunday afternoon.  

The 170 Team would like to thank everyone for their assistance during the year 

– those who lay out the hall, collect from Greggs, the sandwich and soup  

makers, the generous donations of food and finance, the members of the 

monthly rota and, of course, Morag for her “words” to commence proceedings 

each week.  

We wish all in the congregation and parish a very happy Christmas and a 

peaceful New Year. 

170 Team   
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NEWS FROM THE FOODBANK 

 

On 17
th
 November a group of 9 children accompanied by 2  

Teachers from  Hutchesons’ Primary School visited the foodbank, 
to see what we do and what we need them to collect for us.   It was 
a very productive and enjoyable visit!   The children, working in 
groups of 3 made up 3 day supplies of food bags and also the 
smaller individual bags.  They handed out several bags to clients 
and had a short chat with them.  They were very interested in the 
work of the foodbank and did have some questions which hopefully 
were answered.   Just before leaving they had an impromptu tour of 
the Church which we are very grateful to Morag for.   Morag 
showed them the Jane Haining memorial windows and told them a 
little about Jane.  We look forward to meeting them again nearer 
Christmas with their donations. 
A big thank you to all who continue to donate to us every week, 
“main meals” and tinned vegetables are our priority at the moment. 
 
Wendy – Team Leader 
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. CRECHE 
 

 11th Dec M. Coubrough M. Borland 

18th Dec P.Piper  F. Campbell 

25th Dec No Creche 

 1st  Jan No Creche 

 8th Jan A. Gardiner L. Doughty 

 

 

As always if you cannot  

manage please change or  

contact me (586 4294).  

Wishing everyone a  

Blessed Christmas and a  

Happy and Peaceful New 

Year.     Betty Roberts  

Counting Team Rota 
 

The team for Sunday, 11th December 2016 until Sunday, 8th January 

2017 (inclusive) is as follows:- 
 

R McCracken, D McGinnigle, P Brown, A Watt 

 

If you cannot manage any Sunday please arrange for a substitute, or    

contact Alan Watt 

The Truth about Santa Claus 
A mother writes: “ Of course, I knew that by the age of 8 it was 

inevitable that my son would begin to have serious doubts about 

Santa Claus. Sure enough, one day near Christmas, he said, “ 

Mum, I know something about Santa, the Easter Bunny and the 

Tooth Fairy.” Taking a deep breath, I asked him what that 

might be. “ Easy, “ he said, “ They are all nocturnal.” 



 

Congregational Register 
 

Death   Lena McLaren 

Lena passed away on 10th November at the age of 96. She was a member of 

Govanhill Trinity for many years, and is remembered for her service as flower 

arranger there.  Our sympathy and prayers are with her cousin George 

McDonald and other relatives. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank You……….(1) 

To George Gardiner for assembling a flatpack of shelving for the library.  

Now what is needed are a few book-ends! Are there any available out 

there ?   The Education team would like to hear from you.  

 

Thank You (2)…….. 

The ladies of the Guild were delighted with the turnout at their Coffee 

Afternoon on 26th November. With their support we raised the sum of 

£702.    M Reid 
 

Thank You (3)……. 

The Church treasurer, Margaret Borland , has received a letter from 

Christian Aid thanking us for our contribution of £720 towards the 

Malawi Appeal in November. 

16

CONCERT 
 

The Academy of Sacred Music, with string orchestra 

Vivaldi:  ‘Gloria’ and other works. 

FRIDAY  9th DECEMBER  at 7.00 pm 

St Margaret’s Episcopal Church, Newlands 

Admission by donation. 

( The Academy, which is made up of young musicians, performed 

in Queen’s Park Govanhill Church with great success in         

September. This is an opportunity to hear them again.) 



DUTY ROTA:-    The following Members are asked to take up duty as 

indicated. 

CHURCH VESTIBULE/BOOKS DUTY – SUNDAY  MORNINGS 
 

11th December  Miss L. Boyle 

           Mrs. N. Griffith 

    Miss E. Gardiner 

    Miss E. J. Campbell 

18th December  Mrs. A. Neil 

    Mrs. A. M. Gardiner 

    Mrs. M. Coubrough 

    Mrs. M. Carvil 

25th December  Mrs. M. Cunningham 

    Mrs. E. McNicoll 

    Mr. E. Gibb 

    Mrs. R. Hughes 

  1st January  Mr. R. McCallum 

    Mr. G. Gardiner 

    Mrs. M. Rankin 

    Mrs. M. Comrie 

  8th January  Mr. P. Brown 

    Mrs. L. Wood 

    Miss M. Davidson 

    Miss Y. Inglis 
 

OFFERING DUTIES:- The following Members are asked to take duty on 

the following Sundays:-  11th December 2016 to 8th January 2017 
 

Back Pews          Mr. G. Gardiner           

Left Side Pews/Chairs Mrs. W. Bradley                  

Right Side Chairs/Choir      Mrs. R. Hughes             
 

Anyone unable to do the duty indicated should contact Marjory Percy 

(Tel. 632 0363)      Please check Magazine or list on Welcome Hall notice 

board to see if you have been asked to do a duty. 
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INTIMATIONS 
 

1. The   Kirk  Session  will  meet  on  Tuesday 17th January 2017. 
 

2. Team Leaders will meet on Tuesday 20th December 2016. 
 

3. Cases of illness or urgent pastoral need should be intimated without 

delay to the Minister. 

4. Any person who would like to become a communicant member of the 

church should speak to the Minister. 
 

5.      The next date for handing  in  material for the Magazine is         

    Sunday 18th December 2016.  
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TREASURER’S REPORT  TO  27th  NOV  2016 
     
   Open Plate    £     5,196 

   Freewill Offerings   £     7,779 

   Gift Aid Freewill Offerings  £   48,301 

            Total          £   61,276 

           Average per Sunday               £     1,304 
 

Other Income 
 

Donation from Lunch Stop    £1500 

Donation from Healing Rooms   £15 

Donation for Barnabas/CSW    £236 

Retiral Collection for Poppy Scotland  £102 

Donation from TTM for Lodging House Mission  £118 

Donation from TTM for Christian Aid (Malawi)   £122 
        

M. Borland, Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GENERAL  FABRIC  FUND 
 

Balance at 1/1/16      £  7,916 

+ Income         £  3,859 

                £11,775 

Expenditure       £10,532 

Balance at 27/11/16   £ 1,243 

             ====== 



 

       

DECEMBER 2016 
 

O Come Let Us Adore Him 

The Rev Dr Douglas Galbraith reflects on the history of some of the best-

loved Christmas carols. 

Plus: seasonal story from Kenneth Steven, reflections by Ron Ferguson and 

the Very Rev James Simpson, Christmas prayer. 
 

‘I Absolutely Believe in God’. 

Jackie Macadam meets Boyd Tunnock, managing  

director of the world-famous confectionery company 

and Church of Scotland elder. 
 

Helping the Vulnerable 

Thomas Baldwin reports o the major funding crisis facing Borderline , the 

Church-supported charity which helps homeless Scots in London. 
 

SOLAS – ‘ Saving of lives at sea.’ 

The Rev Dr Marjory MacLean on life aboard a Royal Navy 

vessel rescuing migrants crossing the Mediterranean. 
 

A Visitor’s View 

Richard Ellis shares his reflections on the 885 services in 

200 churches he attended in the course of his work as Fulton 

Lecturer in Speech at New College Edinburgh. 
 

‘You are Beautiful’ 

In the third part of a series centring round prison life, the Very Rev Dr  

Andrew McLellan describes the hope from the events which led to Jesus’  

crucifixion. 
 

‘A Lovely and Undervalued Part of Scotland’ 

John R Hume profiles a parish church in an area with strong Covenanting 

links. 
 

PLUS: news, reviews, letters, registers and crosswords – all for just £2.20 
 

Christmas Special Offer 

Six month gift subscription for only £12, to order visit the website 

( www.lifeandwork.org) or call 0131 225 5722 
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OFFICEBEARERS 
 MINISTER    Rev Elijah Smith           at Church Office 
 SESSION CLERK   Mr Jo Gibb     638 5768 
          54 Ravenscliffe Drive G46 7QP 
 FABRIC  TEAM        Mr. Euan Gibb    638 5768  
 HOSPITALITY  TEAM Miss Morag Reid    440 7406 
 PASTORAL  TEAM       Mr. Jo Gibb     638 5768  
 MISSION  TEAM          Miss Lynn Flower    631 4964    
 PRAYER  TEAM          Mrs Ruby Smith     01236 750358  
 MINISTRY TEAM       Rev Elijah Smith            at Church Office 
 MUSIC & DRAMA TEAM    Mrs Lynn Gibb    638 5768 
 FINANCE  TEAM  Mr Lindsay Macqueen    01655 332588 
 ADMIN / OFFICE  TEAM     Mrs Barbara Irvine     423 1558 
 EDUCATION  TEAM      Mr Malcolm Leitch  423 7501 
 TIME TALENTS MONEY TEAM      Mrs Joyce McNae 423 1897  
 YOUTH  TEAM       Miss Lynn Flower      631 4964 
 CONGREGATIONAL      Mrs. Margaret Borland     at Church Office   
 TREASURER       or mc_borland@hotmail.com    
 MAGAZINE  EDITOR        Mr. Malcolm MacSween   649 9405   
                4 Rosslyn Court, Lethington Ave., G41 
 MAGAZINE         Mrs. Barbara Irvine   423 1558 
  DISTRIBUTION            01/55 Nursery Street, G41 
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Santa’s helper ? 

( North Cape,  

Norwegian Lapland.) 


