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PROSPECTS  OF  GLORY 

(John 17: 22-24) 
 

See the perfection of a single rose- 

Then multiply it by each flower that grows: 

Wonder upon the texture of its bloom, 

Beauty of colour, form, and sweet perfume, 

On earth behold its glory! 
 

From lofty height gaze on a cloudless day 

Upon a scene to take your breath away: 

The awesome grandeur of the mountain peak, 

The shining ribbon of the river’s creek, 

On earth behold their glory ! 
 

The colours of the sunset sky behold- 

Pale turquoise streaked with roseate hues, or gold : 

Clouds, silver-lined; star-studded skies at night; 

The smiling radiance of the sun’s strange light; 

Above behold their glory! 
 

But how much greater will the prospect be 

For Christians who behold the heavenly! 

The Saviour willed in His High-Priestly prayer 

That such should His eternal glory share, 

And there behold His glory ! 
 

Before He had the world’s foundation laid 

God’s love was in His only Son displayed, 

And that same love extends to all mankind, 

Oh, what amazing grace , when eyes, once blind, 

Behold His perfect glory! 

 

by Dorothy Bull 

( from ‘100 Contemporary Christian Poets’  Lion Pub. 1983) 
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To my church family, 
 

Warmest greetings to you all. The other day I saw an 
illustration entitled ‘Summer in Glasgow’. It depicted a wee 
boy and his father looking toward the sun, with a word 
bubble coming from the boy with the question, ‘Whit’s that?!’ 
In typical Glasgow fashion, the summer has come and gone, 
come back again, and departed again. I hope that you have 
all been able to take advantage of the sunshine when it has 
turned up. As one who has grown up in a particularly sunny place (Los 
Angeles boasts somewhere in the region of 300 sunny days versus 
Glasgow’s 150), I don’t have much love for sunshine, but for the sake of 
those of you who are thirsty for more, I hope that there are many more 
occasions for the sun to shine warmly upon your face this summer. 
 

During this last week I spent a day in Edinburgh in order to attend the 
General Assembly of the Church of Scotland as a new member of the Church 
and Society Council. That afternoon, a special event was held in the 
Assembly Hall to mark the 50

th
 anniversary of the ordination of women elders 

in the Kirk. The new Moderator of the General Assembly, the Right Reverend 
Doctor Russell Barr introduced the host, Doctor Alison Elliot, an elder and the 
first female Moderator (2004-2005). We celebrated Gladys Ramsay, one of 
the first female elders in the Kirk. 
 

At Queen’s Park Govanhill we are not unfamiliar with the idea of women 
elders. We’ve also had women ministers, something of which we should be 
very proud. But the struggle for gender equality in our society (and within the 
Kirk) is far from over. Despite the fact that the number of women elders in the 
Kirk mirrors the female population within the church’s membership (54 
percent), we still have some serious work to do. 
 

Still, just as the General Assembly celebrated the ordination of women elders 
on Tuesday afternoon, it’s valuable for us to remember our women elders, 
and one in particular. Lexa Boyle, who grew up in our church, has served as 
Session Clerk for over a decade. Her resignation and the upcoming 
appointment of our new Session Clerk, Jo Gibb, have both been announced 
during our Sunday worship, but I feel the continued need to acknowledge all 
of Lexa’s good work, which has made our church a far healthier and more 
loving family. Lexa has demonstrated for us what it means to be a servant 
leader and I trust that her example has given no small degree of 
encouragement to the rest of our women elders. I hope that everyone in our 
congregation, especially our women, can see Lexa’s example and step out in 
order to share our God-given gifts and strengths for the work of the Kingdom 
and the flourishing of all people. 
 

Love and peace be with you all, 
 

Elijah 
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New Session Clerk 
 

After more than ten years in the post, Lexa indicated  

earlier in the year that she would like to relinquish  

office. The Kirk Session accepted her resignation with 

regret but gratefully acknowledged her outstanding 

faithful service for Christ over many years,  both  

overseas and in our congregation. 
 

The congregation will have an opportunity to thank 

Lexa for her dedicated work as session Clerk at a date 

in the near future. 
 

At the meeting of the Kirk Session in May, Mr Jo 

Gibb was introduced as her successor. We wish him 

God’s blessing as he takes up his responsibilities and 

promise him our full support .  

You may be interested to learn why a man with the 

fine Biblical name of Jonathan is known to all as ‘Jo’ 

The answer is simple. As a child he loved to have    

poems read to him. His favourite was from A. A 

Milne’s “ When We Were Very, Very Young”, and its 

title was“ Jonathan Jo”.  So now you know! 
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Sunday 5th June        11.00 am      Rev Elijah Smith ( COMMUNION) 

                                     6.00 pm       Evening Service 

Sunday 12th June      11.00 am       Rev Elijah Smith 

                                      6.00 pm      Evening service 

Sunday  19th June      11.00 am      Rev Elijah Smith  ( Pathfinders Awards 

           6.00 pm      Evening Service 

Sunday 26th June        11.00 am     Rev Elijah Smith 

                                        6.00 pm     Evening Service 

Sunday 3rd July            11.00 am     Rev Elijah Smith 

                                         6.00 pm     Evening Service 

Throughout July and August Services at 11.00am and 6.00 pm will take 

place as usual. 



End of Session reflections from the MAD Team 
 

The Music and Drama Team has had a very busy year, enjoying many 

activities. Our Choir led  Christmas and Holy Week services, in addition to 

contributing to worship on a weekly basis. It has been a pleasure to welcome 

three new members – Rona Hughes, Stewart Fraser and Liz Friel. 

We have been experimenting with different choir places in the Sanctuary  - 

and have finally returned to the original pews! 
 

We enjoyed a great range of Christmas activities including singing in the 

homes of retired choir members and singing carols in the local community 

and in Care Homes. The Men’s Association Musical evening, the Burns 

Supper, Christian Aid Coffee Morning and the celebration meal for Elijah’s 

graduation  gave us other opportunities to have fun with music. 
 

We had a very special anniversary to celebrate when our tenor legend, 

Alistair Moss, announced that he had been singing in the  Church choir for 70 

years.( He must have started aged 2 !) 
 

We were delighted to have Sarah and Jacob Murray join our Praise Band at 

its last outing , and it was a real joy to hear Jacob’s reflective Saxophone solo 

during the offering. It has also been a real joy to be learning new worship 

music from Elijah. 
 

Our most recent venture involved choir members taking part in the play 

about the life of Jane Haining, “ To Serve is to Resist”. This was organised 

by Tram Direct and ran for four performances at The Shed on Langside 

Avenue in May. We had to act and sing on each performance and poor 

Marjory even had to be ‘shot’ every time! 

 

In August and September we will be hosting fortnightly Saturday lunchtime concerts 
organised by Gill MacLean. Dates will be available very soon.  We would also like 
to ask for requests you have for us to repeat any item you particularly enjoyed in the 
past year. As always, new choir members will be welcomed with open arms. The 

only requirement – a good sense of humour !  Lynn Gibb    Choir Mistress and Photographer                                                                                 
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The Choir doing what they do best—eating and drinking at the end of the year party!! 



Our Servant Queen 
 

It can hardly have escaped the notice of anyone in the country, from the most 

fervent monarchist to the most ardent republican, that the Queen is celebrating 

her 90th birthday, and if that is not enough cause for celebration, she has just 

become the longest-reigning monarch in British history. 
 

She came to the throne in 1952, aged 27, on the death of her father George VI. 

On that day, she dedicated ‘ the rest of my life , whether it be long or short’ in 

the service of the nation and Commonwealth, and it would be difficult not to 

agree that she has splendidly fulfilled her promise. 
 

The 64 years of her reign have seen huge changes in the world: the end of 

apartheid in South Africa, the transition of scores of countries to  

independence within the Commonwealth, the advent of space exploration and 

men on the moon, the arrival of the computer, internet and social media, rock 

music, colour TV. No doubt you can add many more things to the list. She has 

seen 12 prime ministers come and go, and has remained the constant  

reassuring presence, a symbol of continuity. 
 

She has had to move with the times 

too. Her tortured and often mocked “ 

royal” accent has gradually been 

modified and       sof- tened.      Un-

easy at first about appearing on 

TV ,she has become an effective  

performer. Through it all she has 

openly  acknowl- edged that her 

own Christian faith is the bedrock 

of all that she is and has done. In 

recent years she has been more  

willing to talk of that faith ,            

especially in her Christmas   

messages. 
 

The Bible Society has just pub-

lished an illustrated book       enti-

tled The     Servant Queen ,      set-

ting out largely in her own words 

the essential heart of that faith and 

her    evident enjoyment of a   committed love of Christ. The book’s subtitle is 

‘ And the King she serves.’     Rev David Winter ( adapted). 
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CLUB  170 
An item entitled “Help Wanted” in the March 2002 magazine prompted a number 

of people in the congregation to express an interest in helping homeless and disad-

vantaged people in our parish.  
 

One or two meetings were held and Club 170 “went live” In May of that year. 

Our article of last May on the occasion of the Club’s thirteenth birthday gave some of the 

background to the Club and our feelings on the first day of opening the doors – would people 

come? would we have enough food?  Would we be able to cope ? 
 

As we said then, our prayers have been answered many times. The majority of the volunteers 

on that first day are still actively involved or associated with the Club. Over the years we 

have been blessed with volunteers who have been drawn to the Club for a variety of reasons. 
 

Numbers fluctuate from week to week – we just “go with the flow” As long as there is a need 

for the  Club’s presence, we hope to be able to provide a welcoming place, sustenance and a 

listening ear if required. 
 

We hope for a good summer to raise the spirits of all connected with the Club.      170 Team 
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“ Here Comes Summer” 
With summer weeks stretching in front of us and no church organisations – a few            

suggestions to occupy our days…. 

A visit to Glasgow Cathedral, the oldest building in the city, dating back to the 12th Century  

- friends of the Cathedral give free short guided tours.  

The Necropolis maybe doesn’t sound the cheeriest place for a walk,  but you will be caught 

up in the history and views of the city. Paths have recently been improved. 50,000 people 

are buried there and 3,500 have headstones or mausoleums. For example the three Buchanan 

Sisters of Bellfield Estate Kilmarnock. The imposing monument to the memory of   
Margaret, Jane and Elizabeth Buchanan who were beautiful, unmarried and wealthy 
but spent their fortune, which is the current equivalent of £4m today, on improving 
the lives of the sick and poor especially of the name Buchanan. They supported 
many charities and individuals including a significant bequest for the building of a 
hospital in Glasgow, now known as the Royal Infirmary. 
If the Necropolis sounds a little energetic, head out of the Cathedral to Cathedral 
Square  with Queen Victoria looking down from the Royal Infirmary. David           
Livingstone stands at the Castle Street end of the square and seating provides a 
good view of the famous lampposts depicting the bird, the tree, the bell and the fish 
-  representing miracles performed by Saint Mungo, the patron saint of Glasgow. A 
carved stone marks the site of the Bishop’s Castle and close by, St Mungo’s       
Museum of Religious Life and Art telling the story of all faiths. Providing great views 
from upstairs, a café on the ground floor and Zen garden.  
Cross the road to the oldest dwelling house in the city – Provand’s Lordship, dating 
from 1471, and furnished with a selection of 17th Century Scottish furniture. The 
Tontine Heads can be viewed in the St Nicholas Garden behind the building. Visit 
Tuesday to Sunday as the two museums are closed on Mondays.  
Well, that is day one of the holidays organised or split it in to a couple of visits. The 
best part is, apart from your travel and perhaps a visit to the café if you haven’t 
packed a picnic, it is all FREE. 
We are so fortunate to have all of the aforementioned and a variety of museums 

and galleries in the city virtually on our doorstep. Happy Holidays!!     Joyce McNae 



It happened in June 
 

125 Years ago:- On 9th June 1891 Cole Porter was born. As a 

composer and lyricist he became one of the most successful 

songwriters of the 1930s. ( Anything Goes; Begin the beguine; I 

Get a kick out of You etc) 
 

100 years ago:-   On 5th June 1916 Lord Kitchener, Secretary of 

State for War, drowned when his ship struck a mine off 

Marwick Head in Orkney. He is best remembered for the iconic 

poster “Your Country Needs YOU” which encouraged huge 

numbers of men to volunteer to serve in the army during World 

War I 
 

90 years ago:- On 1st June 1926, Marilyn Monroe was born. 

The famous film star, actress, model, singer and sex symbol 

starred in Gentlemen Prefer Blondes; Some Like it Hot, The 

Seven Year Itch  and several other blockbuster movies. 
 

75 years ago :- On 22nd June 1941 Hitler launched Operation Barbarossa 

against the Soviet Union, the largest land-based invasion in 

history. 
 

50 years ago :-  on 2nd June 1966 the NASA space probe 

Surveyor 1 landed on the moon to collect data for the Apollo 

programme. It was the first unmanned US spacecraft to  

soft-land on another extra-terrestrial body. 
 

20 years ago :- on 15th June 1996 the centre of Manchester was 

devastated by an IRA bomb. Over 200 people were injured. The city centre 

had to be redeveloped because of the scale of the damage.  
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Something for the manse – Thank you! 
 

There was a very happy gathering at the family meal on Friday 

6th May to celebrate Elijah’s doctorate. At the end of the eve-

ning £750 was donated towards something of Elijah’s choice 

for the new Manse,. Thanks are due to everyone who  made it 

such a memorable evening.   Morag Reid 



Wimbledon….. Tennis….. and  ‘Ebenezer’ 
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Richard Bewes reflects on tennis – 

and discerning God’s will for our 

lives. 

“ Many of us can look back to some 

visible sign that galvanized us for the 

next great adventure of life. Take the 

former Wimbledon tennis champion 

John McEnroe for example. He was 

once sitting by the Pacific Ocean 

with a fellow-player Tony Graham. 

He was very downhearted and  

confided to Graham that a recent de-

feat was perhaps assign that it was 

time to retire. 
 

“ No, mate,” insisted Graham. At that 

very moment a Pacific wave rolled 

all the way up the beach, and  

deposited at McEnroe’s feet….. a 

tennis ball !That, for him, became the 

sign – and his ‘retirement’ was over! 
 

Certain emblems can also stand for 

moments to remember. A small  

terracotta urn , The Ashes, marks the 

battle for cricketing supremacy  

between England and Australia. A 

few steps preserved at Plymouth  

Harbour remind us of 1620 when The 

Mayflower too the Pilgrim Fathers to 

America. 
 

Are these all examples of an  

Ebenezer Moment ? Forget the 

frosty Scrooge of A Christmas Carol. 

The original Ebenezer episode  

occurred through the Bible prophet 

Samuel. Following a victory over the 

Philistines he set up a great stone and 

gave it the Hebrew name of Ebenezer 

which means the ‘Stone of Help’,  

declaring, “ Hitherto has the Lord 

helped us.” ( 1 Samuel 7:12). 
 

While visiting the San Bernardino 

Mountains in California, my wife 

Pam and I stopped by a massive  

engraved commemorative stone that 

marks the spot years ago where the 

young Billy Graham dropped to his 

knees, placed his Bible on a log and 

prayerfully accepted God’s inspired 

Word as the authority for all his  

future preaching. The rest was  

history. 
 

Do you have such a milestone in your 

own life?   Indeed, does God have his 

own ‘Ebenezer’? Evidently so ! In 

His mind, it stands forever as a Cross 

of wood where His Son died for the 

sins of the world. Men and women in 

gratitude for having been forgiven 

will sing : 



 In the Cross of Christ I glory, 

Towering o’er the wrecks of time ! 
 

And, on a different scale, you and me 

too, are Living Ebenezers for God in 

the here and now…. This very day! 

Why not? After all the Lord HAS 

helped us.” 

 

More Tennis ! 
 

“ Lawn Tennis,” wrote J B Priestley “ is 
a game with the mildest associations. It 
suggests a companion pastime to croquet, 
bright with petticoats and delicately 
clouded with curates.” I guess Priestley 
would have been horrified by the likes of 
John McEnroe ! 
 

In 1869 there was a rule stating that   
gentlemen should not play in shirt 
sleeves when there were ladies present! 
However, clergymen did have an  
important place at Wimbledon in the 
early days. In the third tournament in 
1879, the championship was won by a  
Yorkshire vicar called Rev John       
Thorneycroft Hartley, despite his  
having to return home half way through 
to take the services at his parish in 
Burneston.  Just to prove it was no fluke, 
he repeated the feat the following year 

(1880) No vicar, minister or priest has 
been successful since. 
A footnote :- He reached the final again 
in 1881 but was beaten 0-6, 1-6, 1-6 in 
37 minutes. This is the shortest Final on 
record! ( In his   defence he was said to 
have been  suffering from a bout of 

“English cholera”.)  MDM 

 

ROOTS OF FAITH 
 

Every year a highlight for me is a  
holiday to youthful haunts in Skye and 
Lochalsh  I always visit two churches in 
an area which will always have a special 
place in my heart. This year was no  
exception. 
 

The Parish Church in Portree has two 
large stained glass windows depicting 
two saints. That on the left is easily  
identified as St Columba, with Iona  
Abbey being depicted in a roundel be-
low the saint himself. The saint shown in 
the right panel I had always assumed to 
be St Maolrubha who had strong Skye 
connections. I was wrong ! It depicts St 

Talargan( or Talarican). The original 
name of Portree was Kiltaraglen and the 
first church, of which hardly a trace  
remains, was built at the head of the loch 
about a mile from the modern village. A 
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 high very  steep-sided knoll with an  
ancient circular graveyard at its summit , 
known locally as Cnoc nan Aingeal ( ‘Hill 
of the Angels’), which might one day be of 
interest to archaeologists. 
 

Comhgan’s widowed sister did not  
accompany him north, but chose to live as 
an anchorite ( female hermit) and settled 
on an island in Loch Lomond called   
Inchcailloch, which translates as ‘ Nun’s    
Island’ At least one of her children, Fillan, 
followed his uncle’s vocation to the 
church and as St Fillan he is also  
remembered in place names in different 
parts of Scotland. As it happens, one of 
these places , Kilillan,  is only three miles 
or so from the Lochalsh church. I like the 
idea of uncle and nephew together setting 
about the task of evangelising the locals! 
There are other dedications to Comghan at 
Inverie in Knoydart and at Kilchoan,  
Ardnamurchan. 
 

All these people, Comhgan, Taraglan,  
Fillan, Kentigerna and others, lived in the  
so-called Dark Ages. Many of their  
monastic centres were destroyed by the 
Viking raids which began about 795 with 
the sacking of Iona. Lying only 100 metres 
from the shore it is hard to believe that the 
small community founded by Comghan 
would have survived unscathed. 
 

Sadly, the old parish church of Lochalsh is 
no more, having been sold for possible 
conversion to a dwelling house. It’s not 
only in the cities that the Church of  
Scotland is having to agree to unions and 
amalgamations ! This means that for the 
first time in more than 1,300 years there is 
no Christian worship held in Kirkton of 
Lochalsh, although of course the  
congregation continues to meet elsewhere. 
MDM 

 

roundel below the figure contains an 
artistic impression of what that first  
little church or cell might have looked 
like. There is also an appropriate      
inscription in 
Gaelic:  
Togaidh mi mo 

shuilean  

a-chum nam 

beann. .( I to 

the hills will 

lift mine eyes)  

Psalm 121. 
 

Talargan/Talarican lived in the early 8th 
century. His name indicates that, unlike 
many of the other early Celtic saints, he 
was not a Gael but a Pict.  (Skye with 
most of northern Scotland was Pictish 
territory in his lifetime.) We know little 
about him, except that he was appointed 
a bishop by the Pope in 720, but there 
are several churches dedicated to him 
throughout the north, and one quite 
large village (Kiltarlity in Easter Ross) 
still bears his name. 
 

On my way to Portree I had stopped as 
usual at the old graveyard of Lochalsh 
parish where are the ‘lairs’ of my own 
family-  in due time my own remains 
will be interred there also. This church 
was dedicated to St Comhgan who, 
unlike his contemporary Talargan, was 
a Gael from Ireland. He had come to 
Scotland with his widowed sister  
Kentigerna, and her several children, as 
refugees from civil warfare. It is known 
that he established a small monastic      
settlement in Lochalsh, where it is  
recorded that he was recognised as an   
abbot in the year 720. ( He died in 734 
and was buried in Iona).No trace of this           
settlement remains, but about 150  
metres from the modern churchyard is a 
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WAY  IN….. to  JOSHUA  14-24 
 

“ How old are you? Old or young , age is no barrier to our eternal God working 
powerfully in your life. In these last chapters of the book of Joshua, we will see the 
outstanding Caleb who lived by faith. No steady decline into cynicism and 
grumpiness for this exemplary octogenarian, despite waiting decades to see God be 
true to his word. And we will see the younger man, Joshua, lead his people by faith to 
success, then finish well by charging them to make long-lasting commitments to God. 
Faith was the shared and decisive factor in the lives of both Caleb and Joshua. Faith is 
the oxygen of knowing God –‘without faith it is impossible to please God’ ( Hebrews 
11:6). It isn’t ‘faith’ in and of itself which makes a difference, nor techniques or some 
kind of special knowledge.  
 

It’s faith in a Jesus who transforms those who trust in him and who does more in us 
and through us than we could possibly imagine . Jesus told us that we don’t 
necessarily need much faith to see incredible results (Matthew 17:20). My prayer for 
you as you read is that the Holy Spirit would increase your faith, so that you not only 
resemble Caleb and Joshua in your actions, but that you increasingly resemble Jesus 

in your character.”   James Davies. 
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. SU  'Daily Bread ' NOTES     JUNE   

Early Days  Long walk of faith  

Wed   1 Acts 2: 1-21 Sat     18 Joshua 24: 16-33 

Thur   2 Acts 2: 22-28 Sun   19 Psalm  65  

Fri      3 Acts 2: 29-36 God among us   

Sat     4 Acts 2: 37-47 Mon   20 Mark 5: 1-20 

Sun    5 Psalm  63  Tue    21 Mark 5: 21-34 

Mon   6 Acts 3: 1-10 Wed   22 Mark 5: 35-43 

Tue    7 Acts 3: 11-26 Thur    23 Mark 6: 1-6a 

Wed   8 Acts 4: 1-12 Fri        24 Mark 6: 6b-13 

Thur    9 Acts 4: 13-22 Sat       25 Mark 6: 14-29 

Fri       10 Acts 4: 23-31 Sun     26 Psalm 66  

Sat      11 Acts 4: 32-37 Longing for love  

Sun     12 Psalm  64  Mon   27 S. of S. 1:1-2:7 

Faith breaks through Tue    28 S. of S 2:8-3:11 

Mon   13 Joshua 14: 6-15 Wed   29 S.of S  4:1-5:1 

Tue     14 Joshua 20: 1-9 Thur   30 S. of S  5:2-6:3 

Wed   15 Joshua 23: 1-11 Like to receive 'Daily Bread' 

Thur    16 Joshua 23: 12-16 every quarter ( £3.99).?  

Fri       17 Joshua 24: 1-15 Speak to me.   M MacSween. 



Well Chosen Words 
 

There was a bishop in England in the recent past who was noted for  

producing a biblical quotation every time he visited a function in his diocese. 

After several years of this he had to attend the opening of a new maternity 

ward in his local hospital. “ Ah,” said his friends, “ he’ll really be stumped to 

find one here.”  But no, after a few well-chosen words the bishop ended his 

remarks by saying “ One thing is certain in here ‘We will not all sleep for we 

will all be changed!”( 1 Corinthians 15: 51) 

 

While Moderator in 1973, the Rev George Reid was required to visit the 

Presbytery of Uist and Barra. The weather in the Minch was horrendous , and 

those waiting at the pier in Lochmaddy ready to greet him were very         

concerned that he might be suffering from the effects of sea-sickness. It was a 

relief therefore to see him stride down the gangway apparently hale and 

hearty. Perhaps sensing their concern, the Moderator greeted them by saying, 

“ What did you go out into the desert to see? A reed swayed by the wind ? 

”(Luke 7:24). 
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Churches’ Mutual Credit Union 
 

The Churches’ Mutual Credit Union (CMCU) has opened the way for a sixth 
major British Church to join as a member about a year after the credit union was 
launched by the Archbishop of Canterbury and other church leaders, including 
the Moderator of the Church of Scotland General Assembly. 
 
Members of CMCU voted unanimously to extend its common bond, or potential 
membership base, to include the United Reformed Church. The other members 
are the Church of England, the Church of Scotland, the Scottish Episcopal 
Church , the Methodist church and the ( Anglican) Church in Wales. 
 
Hilary Sams, the Chief Executive announced that CMCU will be paying a    
dividend to savers – a significant achievement after only one year. Starting from 
scratch in 2015, CMCU has over 600 members from all walks of life and over 
£1.4 million in savings deposits. 
 

CMCU offers ethical investments for regular ‘rainy day’ savings accounts and 

larger lump sum deposits , for anyone in a paid or voluntary capacity within the 

churches in the common bond, including elders, church employees, diocesan 

staff as well as lay and ordained ministers. 



How Other Christians Have To Live 
 

 It was 5am when the police arrived. Marilin was dragged from her bed, handcuffed, 
and taken away as her two daughters — aged 11 and 12 — watched in terror. 
 

Just a few hours later government officials proceeded to demolish the Emanuel 
Church building in Eastern Cuba — the church Marilin and her husband Alain lead — 
which is also their home. Two hundred church members were arrested to stop them 
protesting the demolition. Alain was away at the time, and could only pray as he heard 
the reports of the destruction. 
 

Their family home was completely destroyed, as was their church. The government 
confiscated the church's property — pews, chairs, a piano, and other musical  
instruments. 
 

Reverend Alain Toledano legally owns the land, and the government had approved the 
construction of the buildings. But throughout last year he'd been getting threats of 
eviction and closure — and in November it came to a head with an official eviction 
notice and demolition order. 
 

The church refused to be forced out of the property they legally own, so they stayed. 
But the events of 5 February show that the government wasn't going to be stopped in 
their determination to destroy the church. Alain told us he believes they deliberately 
waited until he was out of the country to make their move. 
 

Marilin was released from custody, but the impact on her and their two daughters has 
been huge. The whole family is very scared and shaken up. 
 

So why was the Cuban government so intent on destroying Alain and Marilin’s 
church?  
 

Cuba is run by a Communist government, and although the constitution guarantees 
religious freedom, the reality is very different. All religious activities are strictly  
regulated by the Communist Party; Christians are routinely harassed and threatened; 
and if you're working for human rights you can expect to be physically stopped from 
going to religious services.  
 

Last year, we saw the Cuban government employ more brutal and subtle tactics than 
ever before. Over 100 churches were designated for demolition, and 2,000 Assemblies 
of God churches were declared illegal.  
 

So in a way, Alain and Marilin weren't surprised by what happened.  But it was still an 
enormous shock. And sadly, this isn't the first time their daughters have seen their 
home and church destroyed by the government — it happened once before, in 2007.  

 

Please remember the church in Cuba in your prayers and if you would 

like to give tangible financial help please put cash or cheque in an  

envelope with your name and drop in the offering bag on a Sunday or 

send to the Church Treasurer.  Every little contribution will help. 
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. CRECHE 
 

12
th
 June     F. McCall         M Carvil 

19
th
 June      P Piper            M Coubrough 

26
th
 June      B Roberts        M Borland 

3
rd
 July          F Campbell     A Gardiner 

10
th
 July        L Doughty       F McCall   

17
th
 July        M Carvil           B Roberts 

24
th
 July        M Coubrough   P Piper 

31
st
 July         M Borland        F Campbell 

7
th
Aug.           A Gardiner       L Doughty 

14
th
 Aug.       I Haddow           F Mc Call 

21st Aug.      M Carvil             B Roberts 

28
th
 Aug.        M Coubrough   M Borland 

4
th
 Sept.         P Piper               F Campbell 

 

As always if you cannot  

manage please change or  

contact me (586 4294).  

    Betty Roberts 

Counting Team Rota 
 

Team for Sunday 12th June to Sunday 3rd July inclusive is : 

M Carvil, M Percy, P Brown, A Watt. 
 

Sunday 10th July to Sunday 7th August inclusive is : 

J Bagdzinski, L Laing, P Brown, A Watt. 
 

Sunday 14th August to Sunday 4th September inclusive is: 

R Mc Cracken, D McGinnigle, P Brown, A Watt. 

If you cannot manage any Sunday please arrange for a substitute, or    

contact Alan Watt 

Congregational Register 

Jean Walker 

Jean Walker, a long-time member of our church and a faithful elder, died 

on 14th April 2016 at the age of 92. Jean was born in Glasgow on 3rd 

January 1924, the only child of James Walker and Avis Armstrong and 

she spent her whole life on the South Side of    Glasgow. Jean came to 

our church when she was only four years old. She attended the Sunday 

School and when she was old enough, she served as a Sunday School 

teacher. Jean was also very active in the Guides and the Trefoil Guild. In 

later years she served in the hospitality team. She will be greatly missed 

in our church family and our prayers go out to her closest friends,         

especially to Mary Yorston. 



CHRISTIAN AID 

 

For those who 

delivered and 

collected 

envelopes, took 

part in sponsored event around The Isle 

of Cumbrae, filled jam jars, helped at 

the café either by on the stalls or 

spending your money, gave of your 

time talents and money, a great big pat 

on the back for you all for helping to 

raise £1485.00, of which £562 was 

raised at the Café, for Christian Aid this 

year. This is still not the final total as 

monies have still to come in. 

 

Organising this yearly event is made 

easy because of all the willing 

volunteers that help out and for all of 

you that donate your money and I can’t 

thank you enough. 

 

Once again, thank you very much to 

you all. 

 

Lynn Reid 

CA Organiser.     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

We would like to thank for all the good wishes, cards and 

presents on the birth of Romy Morna MacKenzie McNae on 

9th April.   Ross, Jo, Granny and Granda McNae  
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The Wizard of Oz 

The Godfather 

Casablanca 

Star Wars 

Silence of the Lambs 

Cars 

Dances with Wolves 

Taxi Driver 

Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner? 

Pinocchio 

Empire of the Sun 

The Best Exotic Marigold Hotel 

Dr. No 

Lord of the Rings 

Stagecoach 

Funny Girl 

Some Like it Hot 

It’s a Wonderful Life 

Gone with the Wind 

Breakfast at Tiffany’s 

The Great Escape 

High Noon 

E.T. 

Brief Encounter 

Scent of a Woman 

Mars Attacks! 

Singin’ in the Rain 

The Towering Inferno 

Fatal Attraction 

The African Queen 

QUIZ  ANSWERS 



DUTY ROTA:-    The following Members are asked to take up duty as indicated. 
CHURCH VESTILBULE/BOOKS DUTY – SUNDAY  MORNINGS 
 

12th June      Mrs. M. Comrie                 31st July Mr. G. Gardiner 

                         Miss L. Boyle                                     Mrs. A. M. Gardiner  

                          Mrs. L. Wood             Mrs. E. McNicoll 

                         Mr. G. Gardiner                                       Miss E. J. Campbell 

19th June           Mrs. A. M. Gardiner         7th August      Miss L. Hunter 

                        Mrs. A. Coleman                                       Mrs. M. Coubrough 

       Mrs. E. McNicoll              Mrs. M. Cunningham 

                          Miss E. J. Campbell                       Mr. R. McCallum 

26th June      Mrs. A. Neil            14th August    Mrs. R. Smith 

                          Mrs. M. Coubrough                Mrs. J. McCallum 

                          Mrs. M. Cunningham                Mrs. M. Rankin 

                          Mr. R. McCallum                 Miss Y. Inglis 

   3rd July      Mrs. R. Smith             21st August     Mr. P. Brown 

                          Mrs. J. McCallum                Mrs. A. Neil 

                          Mrs. M. Rankin                Mrs. N. Griffith 

                          Miss Y. Inglis                 Mrs. M. Carvil 

  10th July      Mr. P. Brown             28th August     Mrs L. Friel 

                          Mrs. N. Griffith                  Miss E. Gardiner 

                          Mrs. M. Carvil                  Miss L. Boyle 

                          Miss E. Gardiner                                          Mrs. R. Hughes 

  17th July         Miss M. Davidson            4th September  Mrs. B. Irvine 

                          Mr. E. Gibb                    Mr. A. Comrie 

                          Mr. A. Comrie                   Mrs. A. M. Gardiner 

                          Miss M. Percy                   Miss M. Percy 

  24th July         Mrs. L. Friel 

                          Mrs. M. Comrie 

                          Miss L. Boyle 

                          Mrs. A. Coleman  
 

OFFERING DUTIES:- The following Members are asked to take duty on the 
following Sundays:-   
           12 June-3 July             10 July – 7 Aug.             

Back Pews          Mr. G. Gardiner      Mrs. A. M. Gardiner       

Left Side Pews/Chairs           Mrs. N. Griffith           Mr. D. Flower                 

Right Side Chairs/Choir          Mrs. R. Hughes           Mr. R. McCallum            
 

                                              14 Aug. – 4 Sept. 

                                              Mr. A. Watt 

                                              Mrs. W. Bradley 

                                             Mrs. J. McCallum 
 

Anyone unable to do the duty indicated should contact Marjory Percy 
(Tel. 632 0363)      Please check Magazine or list on Welcome Hall notice board to 
see if you have been asked to do a duty. 
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INTIMATIONS 
 

1. The   Kirk  Session  will  meet  on  Tuesday 20th September 2016. 
 

2. Team Leaders will meet on Tuesday 14th June 2016. 
 

3. Cases of illness or urgent pastoral need should be intimated without 

delay to the Minister. 

4. Any person who would like to become a communicant member of the 

church should speak to the Minister. 
 

5.      The next date for handing  in  material for the Magazine is         

    Sunday 28th August 2016.  
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TREASURER’S REPORT  TO  29th  MAY  2016 
     
   Open Plate    £     2,237 

   Freewill Offerings   £     3,639 

   Gift Aid Freewill Offerings  £   22,907 

            Total          £   28,783 

           Average per Sunday               £     1,308 

 

Other Income 
 

Donation from TTM Team    £750 

Donation from J. Walker Funeral   £250 

 (£150 to Hospitality Team, £100 to Church Funds) 

Christian Aid (to date)     £1,230 

 

       

M. Borland, Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GENERAL  FABRIC  FUND 
 

Balance at 1/1/16      £  7,916 

+ Income         £  1,378 

                £  9,294 

Expenditure       £  3,544  

Balance at 29/5/16     £ 5,750 

             ====== 



 

       

 JUNE  2016 
 

“I see the BB as my ministry” 

Interview with Bill Stephenson , Scottish leader of the Boys’  

Brigade. 
 

Freedom to S’up 

The spoon invented by a Church of Scotland elder, which is transforming 

mealtimes for people with disabilities. 
 

General Assembly  2016 

Another four pages rounding up reports 

to the Assembly. 
 

Oxford’s Secret 

The work of the Oxford Centre for  

Mission Studies. 
 

A Fragile Democracy 

The role of a Church of Scotland partner in rebuilding peace in Sri Lanka. 
 

The Sound of Silence 

Hannah Mary Goodlad describes the lessons drawn from working with deaf 

children among the impoverished in Tanzania. 
 

The Legacy of Today’s Church of Scotland 

The Rev Alastair Duncan considers what the Church of tomorrow might    

receive from the Church of today. 
 

Somme Commemoration 

How an Edinburgh church will be a key part of this summer’s ceremonies 

marking the centenary of the Battle of the Somme. 
 

Do You Hear What I Hear ? 

A new service for the deaf and hard of hearing from a Motherwell church. 
 

PLUS : news, reviews, letters, registers and crosswords – all for just £2.20 
 

Online:  visit us at www.lifeandwork.org  for regular news and exclusive  

features, or find us on Facebook and Twitter. 
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OFFICEBEARERS 
 MINISTER    Rev Elijah Smith           at Church Office 
 SESSION CLERK   Miss Lexa Boyle    427 3999 
          7 Maxwell Grove G41 5JP 
 FABRIC  TEAM        Mr. George Gardiner   810 5079     
 HOSPITALITY  TEAM Miss Morag Reid    440 7406 
 PASTORAL  TEAM       Mr. Jo Gibb     638 5768  
 MISSION  TEAM          Miss Lynn Flower    631 4964    
 PRAYER  TEAM          Mrs Ruby Smith     423 7773  
 MINISTRY TEAM       Rev Elijah Smith            at Church Office 
 MUSIC & DRAMA TEAM    Mrs Lynn Gibb    638 5768 
 FINANCE  TEAM  Mr Lindsay Macqueen    01655 332588 
 ADMIN / OFFICE  TEAM     Mrs Barbara Irvine     423 1558 
 EDUCATION  TEAM      Mrs Brenda McGinnigle   424 0427 
 TIME TALENTS MONEY TEAM      Mrs Joyce McNae 423 1897  
 YOUTH  TEAM       Miss Lynn Flower      631 4964 
 CONGREGATIONAL      Mrs. Margaret Borland     at Church Office   
 TREASURER       or mc_borland@hotmail.com    
 MAGAZINE  EDITOR        Mr. Malcolm MacSween   649 9405   
                4 Rosslyn Court, Lethington Ave., G41 
 MAGAZINE         Mrs. Barbara Irvine   423 1558 
  DISTRIBUTION            01/55 Nursery Street, G41 
 

 

20 

‘13th Century 

Celtic Cross , 

Kilchoman 

churchyard, 

Islay.’ 


