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The Quality of Mercy 
 

The 400th anniversary of the death of William Shakespeare falls 

on 23rd April. This famous speech by Portia in ‘The Merchant of 

Venice’ may stir a few memories. In the play, Shylock has been 

demanding an actual ‘pound of flesh’ in payment of a debt owed 

( Ed.) 

“The quality of mercy is not strained, 

It droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven 

Upon the place beneath. It is twice blest: 

It blesseth him that gives and him that takes 

‘Tis mightiest in the mightiest:  

It becomes 

The throned monarch more than his crown; 

His sceptre shows the force of temporal power, 

The attribute to awe and majesty, 

Wherein doth lie the fear and dread of kings; 

But mercy is above his sceptre sway, 

It is enthroned in the heart of kings, 

It is an attribute to God himself; 

And earthly power doth then show likest God’s, 

When mercy seasons justice.  

Therefore , Jew, 

Though justice be thy plea, consider this, 

That in the course of justice none of us 

Should see salvation: we do pray for mercy; 

And that same prayer doth teach us all to render 

            The deeds of mercy.” 

                                                                  

   William Shakespeare   (1564-1616) 

2. 



To the folk of Queen’s Park Govanhill, 

As a minister, around the time of Christmas and Easter, many folk 
say to me, ‘This will be a busy time for you.’ I suspect that this 
stems from a similar line of reasoning as the idea that ministers 
only work one day a week. Many other weeks in the year can be 
more or less frantic for a minister depending on what meetings he 
or she is to attend or if there are an unusually large number of 
pastoral emergencies (such as funerals and all of the pastoral care 
that comes with them). But I suppose that a simple ‘yes’ or ‘aye’ would be a suitable 

response to the question of whether or not this has been a busy time for me. 

I was pleased to see so many folk come and worship during and experience the 
prayer labyrinth during Holy Week. I hope that everyone who wanted to visit found 
the opportunity and I hope that all who walked or rolled around the labyrinth were 
able to spend some quality time in prayer and contemplation. The success of both the 
Holy Week services as well as the labyrinth is due to a large number of people. I 
must reiterate my gratitude for all who served during the labyrinth days: those who 
welcomed people at the door, those who took special care to walk through the 
labyrinth with visitors, as well those who served tea and cakes in the Welcome Hall, 

once again making Queen’s Park Govanhill proud with their exceptional hospitality. 

I must also say thank you to all those who helped with the planning and 
implementation of our worship services. I’ve heard especially rave reviews 
concerning Wednesday’s service. I also want to thank the Prayer Team who provided 
such a lovely breakfast for us on Easter Morning and the flower team who always 

help to beautify our place of corporate worship. 

And above all others, thanks be to God. 

On Easter morning, I opened up our worship with the acclamation, ‘Christ is risen!’, 
to which the congregation responded, ‘He is risen indeed!’ This is a very old 
tradition, known as the Paschal Greeting. It is the custom of some Eastern Churches 
for the Paschal Greeting to replace other greetings such as ‘Hello’ during Easter. This 
is a beautiful reminder of the pervasive nature of the Resurrection — that we are 
living in age in which Christ has risen indeed. In the Epistle of St Paul to the 

Romans, we read, 

For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God… 
We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labour pains until now; and 
not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan 

inwardly while we wait for adoption… 

During this season of Eastertide, even in the midst of challenges, it is my prayer that 
God would keep us fixed upon the Resurrection, making sure to exercise the ‘first 
fruits’ of the Kingdom of God that have been given to us; stirring up love, peace and 

grace wherever we go. 

Easter blessings,    Elijah 
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St Colm’s Fellowship Group 
 

This group, usually of 8 to10 people meet in our Welcome Hall on four  

occasions each year. Each of them has been a student at St Colm’s College in 

Edinburgh where they were trained either for overseas work or as  

Deaconesses (as they were then called). Some came from Northern Ireland 

for training. 
 

A few years ago the Church of Scotland’s Board of World mission sold the 

College building to a Mr Dean. It contains a small chapel where students used 

to meet daily for worship. Mr Dean has kindly permitted the Fellowship to 

worship in the chapel once a year. On the same day we hold an annual  

meeting. In June we hold a three-day retreat, which this year will be over in 

Larne. 
 

The interest gained from the sale of the College is now being used to continue 

the idea of training women by giving grants to projects all over the world- 

such as Myanmar ( Burma), South Sudan, refugee camps in Gaza and     

Lebanon, Pakistan, Livingstonia ( Malawi) and parts of the Caribbean – also 

in places where there are refugees from Syria 

and Iraq.  

So although the College building is no longer 

a place of training it is good to realise that in 

some way it is still helping women and girls 

throughout the world. The St Colm’s fellow-

ship is very grateful to our church for the use 

of the premises and enjoy being here.  Lexa 
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Sunday 3rd April                               11 am             Rev Elijah Smith 

                                                               6 pm……… Evening Service 

Sunday 10th April                             11 am              Rev Elijah Smith 

                                                              6 pm………   Evening Service 

Sunday  17th April                              11 am              Rev Elijah Smith 

                                                               6 pm              Evening Service 

Sunday 24th April                              11 am              Rev Elijah Smith 

                                                               6.pm              Evening Service 

Sunday 1st May         11.am              Rev Elijah Smith 

                                                               6.pm              Evening Service 



 

As the Guild draws to a close for the session 

we invite you to join with us for  our Annual 

Outing.  This year we are going to Aberfoyle 

and Callander. This is not limited to Guild 

members, so why not join us on a nice day out 

finishing off with High Tea before returning 

home. The date has still to be confirmed so watch out for it in the 

yellow sheets. 

Ruby Smith (Secretary) 

HOSPITAL FLOWERS 
 

This is the first of three Flower Arrangements for this year donated by 

Queen’s Park Govanhill Church to the Sanctuary                                     

at the new Queen Elizabeth University Hospital. 

 

 

5. 

 

Our last meeting of the season is our AGM on  

Monday 11 April at 7.30 pm (note change of date). 

This is your chance to throw eggs at the President, 

bring presents for the Secretary and enjoy your last 

piece of fruit bread for many months. 
 

The planning for our new season and our May Outing 

will take place at this meeting so it is important that 

all members are in attendance. 
 

    See you there. Lindsay Macqueen, Secretary 



Financial Statement 2015—An Explanation 
 

If you attended the Stated Annual Meeting last month and received a copy of 

the Financial Statement for 2015 you may have had difficulty understanding 

the figures and the layout of the accounts and annual report. 
 

As the church is a charity we have to conform to the requirements of the    

Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR)  who lays down what and 

how the accounts and report are presented. 
 

The report has to show all our activities to prove that we are carrying out our 

function as a charity and to list all those responsible for running the charity—

the trustees or in our case, the Kirk Session. 
 

The accounts are a mixture of cash balances and predictions as to how much 

our assets are worth.  These predictions are not always accurate.  For  

example, the manse at Castlemilk was listed as an asset at £200,000 but when 

we sold it during the year we realised £212,000 less expenses.  Similarly, the 

church building at 170 Queen’s Drive is in the accounts at £630,000 but this 

is not necessarily what we would realise if it were ever sold. 
 

The main thrust of the accounts involves our income and expenditure and the 

figures show that our expenses are in excess of our income.  While we can 

probably cope with that for a short while, unlike the Government we cannot 

print money and build up excessive debt so we really need to match or exceed 

our expenditure with our income. 

Budget 2016 
 

Our budget for 2016 (see page 17) shows that we need just under £1,900 per 

week from our offerings to meet all our requirements.  You can see from the 

figures in the Treasurer's Report on page 18 just how far short are our weekly 

givings for the first three months of the year so we need every member to 

carefully look at his/ her offerings to see if  we can give more.  Regular  

givings help, not just when you come to church.  Weekly Freewill Offering 

(WFO) envelopes, like rhubarb, keep you regular, even better are monthly 

bank standing orders and of course if you pay tax at all then signing up for 

gift aid will increase your givings by 25% at current tax rates. 

 

On the front of the WFO envelopes is a quote from 1 Corinthians 16: 2. “On 

the first day of the week each one of you should set aside a sum of money in 

keeping with his/her income as God has prospered you.”  The Apostle Paul’s 

instruction to the Church at Corinth 2000 years ago is just the same as to 

Queen’s Park Govanhill in 2016.   Lindsay Macqueen 
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CLUB  170 

 

There is no such thing as a free lunch?  

(…. Yes there is, and this is your invitation to it! ) 

 Sunday 17th April you are all cordially invited to lunch after the 

morning service. 

The 170 Team would be delighted if you would join them in the 

Gateway Hall. 

Lunch will consist of a similar menu to our 5.00pm menu on a 

Sunday. 

In other words soup, roll and sausage (veggie available) tea/coffee 

and something tasty!  

This lunch is by way of a thank you for your generosity which  

enables us to offer this meal week by week.  

We look forward to seeing you then. 

 

The 170 Team   
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Soup on Sunday   

 
April is the end of the TTM “Soup 

Season” and this month, due to 

Easter holidays the date has changed 

to Sunday 10th April.  

We thank you for your support over 

the season and look forward to  

serving you again after the long hot 

summer(!!!)  when thoughts turn to 

warmer food to keep out the chill. 

This session monies ingathered have been for congregational purposes. 

 

Someone( anon.) has  pointed out that a horse called Supasundae was 

among the runners at the Cheltenham Festival.    Just saying ! 

TTM Team  



FOODBANK 
 

Many thanks to all who continue to support the work of he Foodbank.  A big 

thank you for the bags of food left anonymously outside the hall door two 

Thursdays ago. It was much appreciated. 

 

The numbers using the Foodbank fluctuate on a weekly basis, but the need is 

still there. We are very short of main meals at the moment. Everything else is 

thankfully in good supply at present thanks to the donation from the food 

bank in the north of the city. 

 

Thank you for all you do for the needy in our parish.      Wendy 

The Old Money 
 

A very old £1 note and an even older £20 arrive at 

the bank to be retired from service. Says the £20 

note, “ I’ve had a pretty good life. I’ve been to 

Casinos, the finest restaurants in London and even 

on a Caribbean cruise.” “ My, you did have an exciting life,” said the £1 note. 

“ I’ve only been to the Baptist church, the 

Methodist church and frequently to the Church of 

Scotland.” “ Hold on a minute”, protests the £20 

note, “What’s  a   ‘church’ “ ? 

8. 

Missing the point 
 

After 15 years of marriage a couple made an appointment with a Marriage 

Guidance Counsellor. Having asked them to sit down he asked them the 

reason for their visit. The wife immediately launched into a long tirade in 

which she listed every problem encountered during the previous 15 years. 

The Counsellor tried to say something, but on and on she went. Finally, he 

rose from his seat went round his desk and kissed her long and  

passionately. 

The wife finally shut up and sat in a daze. “ There,” said the Counsellor, 

turning to the husband, “ that’s what your wife needs at least three times a 

week. Do you think you can do that ?” The husband thought for a few  

moments, then said “ Well, I suppose I could bring her on Mondays and 

Wednesdays….. but not on Fridays, that’s my golfing day.” 



AN  EASTER  BREAKFAST 
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It has become the fashion in some 

congregations to meet very early on 

Easter morning – even at dawn, and 

in an outdoor location.  They are in 

this way re-enacting the events of the 

first Easter when the women went 

‘while it was yet dark’ to the tomb 

where Jesus had been hurriedly  

buried just as the Sabbath began. 
 

 In Queen’s Park Govanhill too we 

marked Easter by having a breakfast 

together at which we meditated on 

the significance of the empty tomb, 

even if it was at a more reasonable 

hour! It brought to mind another 

breakfast, one which took place on 

the shore of the Sea of Galilee some 

time after the events of Holy Week 

and Easter. The story is found in 

John’s Gospel, Chapter 21. It is one 

of the most moving in the whole of 

Scripture. 
 

Following the Resurrection  

appearances not much seemed to 

happen for a while. However we 

know that the disciples went back to 

Galilee uncertain as to what the next 

phase of their extraordinary journey 

with Christ was to be. Seven of them 

were walking on the familiar shore of 

the Sea of Galilee when Simon Peter, 

the impulsive leader of the group, 

seeing a boat, (perhaps even his own 

old boat) announced , “ I’m going out 

to fish”. Several of them had  

previously been fishermen , and all 

thought it a good idea. They set out at 

night. The fish swam closer to the 

surface in darkness, and they  

probably used torches to attract them. 
 

But they had no luck at all. In the 

early light a figure was seen on the 

shore who called out to ask how the 

night’s fishing had been.  “ No luck? 

Well, try just once more with your net 

on the  right side of the boat.”  

Probably with scepticism they did so 

and found themselves with more fish 

than they could cope with…. and 

then, they suddenly recognised the 

‘stranger’ as the Risen Jesus himself!  

Peter plunged into the water and 

waded ashore followed by the others. 

“ Bring some of your fish,” the 

stranger shouted. On approaching 

where he was they found that a fire 

had already been prepared with some 

fish already being grilled on it and 



 bread at the side. Jesus gave them 

bread and fish to eat which they seem 

to have done in wondering silence, 

not daring to question him. 
 

Then Jesus turned to Simon Peter, “ 

Simon son of John”, he said “do you 

love me more than these?”  More than 

what, we ask ourselves, maybe the 

other disciples?  Surely not. Most 

commentators think the question was 

probably accompanied by gestures  

 

 

 

 

 

 

towards the boat or the nets, or even 

the catch of fish. itself. Poor Peter, 

still smarting from the humiliation of 

having denied Jesus three times on 

the night of his arrest is asked this 

question three times, always  

answering with increasing  

desperation that he did indeed love 

his Lord  He receives the reply  “ 

Well if you do, take care of my 

sheep”- and then, as he had done on 

the first occasion on which they had 

met, Jesus  said “ Follow me.” 
 

It is a question which Jesus still      

insistently puts to those of us who 

claim to follow him. “ Do you love 

me more than these”?  When the 

hymn writer spoke of “the things that 

charm me most,” we recognise at 

once what can get in the way, and 

how hard it can be to get our priorities 

put into the correct order.         MDM 

Shakespeare :  

The Bard of Avon 
 

William Shakespeare ,who died on 

23rd April 1616 ,was the most famous 

dramatist and poet in the English  

language, which he lifted to new 

heights. 
 

I suppose many generations of 

schoolchildren have had to endure 

endless exposure to his plays and 

sonnets and left school believing that 

Shakespeare’s works were not for 

them. And they would be right, they 

were written for adults, not children. 

However, even adults do not fully 

comprehend the amazing extent to 

which Shakespeare enriched the  

English language. 
 

Bernard Levin, the journalist and 

critic who died in 2004, grew so tired 

of people denying the Bard’s  

influence that he wrote this  

remarkable essay. Shakespeare’s 

words are shown in red throughout. 
 

“ If you cannot understand my  

argument and declare ‘It’s Greek to 

me’ you are quoting Shakespeare.; if 

you claim to be more sinned against 

than sinning, you are quoting  

Shakespeare; if you recall your salad 

days you are quoting Shakespeare; if 

you act more in sorrow than in  

anger; if your wish is father to the 

thought; if your lost property has 

vanished into thin air, you are  

quoting Shakespeare; if you have 

ever ,refused to budge an inch or  

suffered from green-eyed jealousy; 
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 years before Shakespeare’s death, the 
King James Bible ( the Authorised       
Version) was published. Arguably it has 
had an influence on the development of 
the English language even greater than 
that of Shakespeare. At least it would 
seem so in the Bloomsbury “ Dictionary of           
Quotations”, where the Bible has listed 34 
pages of quotations against only 14 for the 
Bard of Avon! Of course, the elegant 
Elizabethan English used by both is  
nowadays a little hard to follow, which is 
why many churches (our own included) 
use more modern translations, and even 
plays like    Macbeth and King Lear have           
occasionally been updated for modern  

audiences. 

 It has been said that Shakespeare in his 
plays held a mirror before us in which we 
can recognise our own shortcomings, 
while the purpose of the Bible is to show 
us how through the grace of God we can 

overcome them.     MDM 

 

 

  

if you have played fast and loose ; or 
been tongue-tied, a tower of strength, 
been hoodwinked, or in a pickle , if 
you have knitted your brows, made a 
virtue of necessity, insisted on  fair 
play, slept not one wink, stood on 

ceremony, danced attendance (on 

your lord and master), laughed  

yourself into stitches, had short shrift, 
been given cold comfort, or too much 

of a good thing, if you have seen  

better days or lived in a fool’s  

paradise...Why, be that as it may, the 

more fool you, for it is a foregone 

conclusion that you are, as good luck 

would have it, quoting Shakespeare. 
 

If you think it is early days to clear out 
bag and baggage ; if you think it is 
high time, and that that is the long and 

short of it, if you believe that the game 

is up and that truth will out even if it 
involves your own flesh and blood, if 
you lie low till the crack of doom  

because you suspect foul play, if you 
have your teeth set on edge at one fell 

swoop – without rhyme or reason, 

then, to give the devil his due, if the 

truth were known, ( for surely you 
have a tongue in your head ) you are 
quoting Shakespeare. 
 

Even if you bid me good riddance and 
send me packing, if you wish I was as 
dead as a doornail, if you think I am an 

eyesore, a laughing stock, the devil 

incarnate, a stony-hearted villain  

bloody-minded, then – by Jove ! O 

Lord!  Tut tut! For goodness sake! 

What the dickens ! But me no buts! 

It’s all one to me, ….. for you are  
quoting Shakespeare. “ 
 

Yet for Christians there is something 
more interesting still. In 1611,just five 
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WAY   IN……….To   EPHESIANS    1_6 
 

“ A ‘Room with a View’…. The ‘room ‘ we get inside in this letter is a lofty one , yet 
Paul is a prisoner in it as he writes !  In spite of his confinement ( Ephesians 6:20) 
Paul is giving us the ‘big picture’: he wants to draw us into the plan and perspective 
of God, and to show us the supremacy of Christ in God’s plan of salvation and his 
perspective on the role of the church. 
 

The focus on the church in this letter alerts us to the importance of disciplining 
ourselves to ask what is the corporate significance of what we read, not just the 
personal and individual significance. There is some debate as to whether the letter 
was addressed to the church in Ephesus. Paul spent two years there ( see Acts 19) and 
yet there are no personal greetings included in this letter. One possible explanation is 
that the letter was actually a circular letter, intended for the churches in a number of 
places, including Ephesus ( Colossians 4:16). 
 

The letter is full of encouragement and we will do well to savour and feed on the 
majestic statements of God’s love, mercy, grace and kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 
These truths should be water to our thirsty souls. Jesus is the one who brings peace 
and unity to his people as he will ultimately bring unity to all things.( Chapter 1: 10) 
This should grow our vision of the church – we are not alone in this room with a 
view ! “       Elaine Duncan 
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.   SU  " DAILY BREAD" NOTES      APRIL  

  Room with a View  Long walk of faith  

Fri     1 Ephesians 3: 1-13 Sun    17    Psalm  57 

Sat    2 Ephesians 3: 14-21 Mon   18 Genesis 20: 1-18 

Sun   3   Psalm  55 Tue     19 Genesis 21: 1-21 

Mon  4 Ephesians 4: 1-16 Wed   20 Genesis 21: 22-34 

Tue   5 Ephesians  4: 17-32 Thur    21 Genesis 22: 1-8 

Wed 6 Ephesians 5: 1-20 Fri       22 Genesis 22: 9-19 

Thur  7 Ephesians 5: 21-33 Sat      23 Genesis 23: 1-20 

Fr1    8 Ephesians 6: 1-9 Sun    24   Psalm  58 

Sat    9 Ephesians 6: 10-24   Better in every way 

Sun  10   Psalm 56 Mon   25 Hebrews 7: 1-10 

  Long walk of faith  Tue     26 Hebrews 7: 11-22 

Mon  11 Genesis 17:1-14 Wed    27 Hebrews 7: 23-28 

Tue    12 Genesis 17: 15-27 Thur    28 Hebrews 8: 1-6 

Wed  13 Genesis 18: 1-15 Fri        29 Hebrews 8: 7-13 

Thur   14 Genesis 18: 16-33 Sat       30 Hebrews 9: 1-10 

Fri       15 Genesis 19; 1-14 MAY   

Sat      16 Genesis 19: 15-29 Sun 1          Psalm  59  



Introducing The Academy of Sacred Music 
 

In 2008 two Lanarkshire musicians, Una Cunningham and Joan Dillon  

gathered 30 young people to sing for their community and raise funds for 

worthwhile causes. At first known as “ The spirit of life Youth Choir” , they 

had within three years raised over £4,00 for orphanages in Romania as well 

as offering aid to disaster-hit areas in Haiti and Sri Lanka. By now a mature 

young choir, they were performing in Glasgow University Chapel, in St  

Aloysius, and of course our own Queen’s Park church. 
 

In 2012 they appeared at the Bute Hall ( Glasgow University) as the angelic 

choir in Elgar’s “ Dream of Gerontius”. By then they had evolved into the  

“ Academy of Sacred Music”, and were appearing at the Paisley Arts  

Festival, performing Faure’s Requiem at the Abbey. Appearances followed at 

St Margaret’s Newlands, Pollokshields, carol concerts , a concert  

performance of scenes from Mozart’s “Magic Flute”, and on 31st March this 

year they are due to perform Handel’s Messiah at StAndrew’s Cathedral. 
 

The choir is proud to have as patrons Sir James MacMillan and Lord David 

Alton, and to have been able to create scholarships for young singers and to 

take part in master classes. One member, Matthew Todd ( son of Rev Jim 

Todd a one-time locum with us here) worked in Romania as a volunteer, and 

Rosie Lavery, who sang to us in Queen’s Park last summer is off to Malawi 

as a volunteer this summer, before enrolling as a full-time student at the 

Royal Conservatoire of Scotland. 
 

We have invited the “ Academy of Sacred Music” to perform for us here at 

Queen’s Park Govanhill this summer. Don’t miss the opportunity to hear this 

marvellous choir!!  Gillian MacLean 
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From Mary Bell : Thank you to everyone who spoke to me on 

Maundy Thursday enquiring about my recent 

fall. Also thanks to everyone who tried to  

telephone me. (My phone asks who is calling!) 

It was very kind of everyone to do this. 

Thanks again.   



How Other Christians Have To Live 
 

Bangladeshi convert to Christianity killed in knife attack 
Hossain Ali, a 68-year-old Christian convert from Islam, was killed on Tuesday (22 
March) when three men riding motorcycles attacked him at 5.30 am while he was  
taking his regular early morning walk in Valacopa, in the Kurrigram District of  
northern Bangladesh, hacking him to death with a knife. 
 “He died on the spot,” said district police chief Tobarak Ullah. Passers-by saw the 
incident and tried to catch the attackers, but they set off two hand bombs to frighten 
people away and then fled the scene on motorcycles. 
Hossain Ali left Islam in 1999 and decided to follow Christ. Two other Muslim  
background families from his neighbourhood came to know the Lord through his  
witness, and two years ago he set up a house church in his own home. 
Local Islamists were angered by this and several times they had threatened him and 
pressurised him to return to Islam. 
 

Islamic militants in the Middle East kill four Christian national  

translators in raid on Wycliffe Associates office 
Four national Christian Bible translators were killed when Islamic militants raided the 
office of Wycliffe Associates in the Middle East, the Christian organization confirmed 
in a report released on 20 March. 
The attackers sprayed bullets around the office, shooting and killing two of the  
translators, injuring several more, and destroying the office equipment. Then, with 
their spent weapons, they bludgeoned to death two other translators who had leapt on 
top of the lead translator, saving his life. 
“The invaders burned all the books and other translation materials in the office,” read 
the statement. The Christian translation team is praising God that the hard drives  
containing the translation work for eight language projects was preserved. 
Undeterred, “the remaining translation team has decided to re-double their efforts to 
translate, publish, and print God’s Word for these eight language communities,” the 
organization announced in its statement. 

 
A widow in Nigeria, Lami Jacob, got a phone call from her son with news that  

members of Boko Haram were holding him at gunpoint, telling him to join them 

or die.  

Lami continues the story:  
“I told my son not to follow them and, if they insist on taking him, just lie on the 

ground so they can kill him there instead. The worst that could happen is that your 

corpse will decompose here in your hometown. When my boy heeded to my  

instructions, the captors told me to listen.  
Then I heard a gunshot. They shot and killed my boy. The last words from my son 

were, ‘May God be with you.’” 
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Congregational Register 
 

Death 
 

6th March 2016    Mrs Betty Thomson 

Betty Thomson was a faithful member of the congregation  

throughout her life and a regular attendance at worship until she 

went into care. Our thoughts are with her niece Margo and other 

members of the family at this time. 
 

 20th February 2016   Mr Tommy Ferguson. 

Tommy Ferguson suffered a stroke at the early age of 30. As a  

result he moved to Sheltered Housing, and latterly to Sherbrooke 

Lodge Nursing Home. Despite his physical limitations he was still 

able to visit his brother and family in Australia on four occasions ! 

He had a great love of music, being a regular at the Royal Concert 

Hall, and he was a Friend of the BBC Symphony Orchestra. When 

able, he attended Govanhill Trinity and served on the  

Congregational Board. 

He had a wide circle of friends as was evident at his funeral at the 

Linn Crematorium. He will be missed but fondly remembered. 
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. CRECHE 
 

  10th Apr M. Carvil  P.Piper 

17th Apr M. Coubrough M. Borland 

24th Apr B. Roberts  F. Campbell 

 1st May A. Gardiner L. Doughty 

 

 

As always if you cannot  

manage please change or  

contact me (586 4294).  

    Betty Roberts 

Counting Team Rota 
 

Team :  R McCracken, D McGinnigle, P Brown, A Watt 

Dates : Sunday 10th April to Sunday 8th May 2016 inclusive 

If you cannot manage any Sunday please arrange for a substitute, or    

contact Alan Watt 



CHRISTIAN  AID  WEEK 

 15-21  MAY  2016 
 

Hello everyone, it’s March already! In just a blink of an 
eye another year has disappeared. Below is what’s planned for this Christian Aid 
Week. 
1. The jam jars are out already. Please take a jar and fill it over time with your 

loose change. 
2. The “come dine with me” team will be providing the “soup on Sunday” on 

Sunday 1st May 2016. Along with soup, there will be sandwiches and other 
goodies. Put a note in your diary and come and have lunch with us. Bring your 
friends and family to church and let them enjoy lunch too. 

3. Our challenge this year is to walk, cycle, run or all three around Millport on 
Saturday 23 April 2016. If you quite fancy some exercise, let me know and a 
sponsor form will soon be in your hand. Please take time to sponsor our 
volunteers. 

4. The CA Café is on Saturday 14th May 2015, 1030-1pm. You can have brunch 
or an early lunch along with a lovely hot cuppa. The usual stalls will be there 
and it will be great to see loads and loads and loads of you there. Bring your 
friends, bring your family or even bring your neighbours!!! 

5. The envelope deliveries and collections will be going on throughout Christian 
Aid week and I’d like you to keep our volunteers in your thoughts and prayers 
as it’s not an easy task that they undertake. 

 

Lastly, we always need volunteers to help at these events, and to do an event of your 
own for Christian Aid. Please feel free to let me know if you can help, if you want to 
organise something or if you have any ideas on how to increase Christian Aid 
fundraising. 
 

Lynn Reid  CA Organiser 
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Christians Against Poverty  Money Course 
 

Spring has arrived. Easter has passed. Now is the 

time for new beginnings. 

Check out how good you are at managing money. 

Come and learn how to budget if you are  

struggling 

Would you like to help others to manage their 

money? 

The next CAP money course will be at 170 Queen’s Drive 

on Saturday 23rd and Saturday 30th April from 10.00 a.m. to 1p.m. 

You can sign up on line at capmoneycourse.org or have a word with 

Alan Watt or Jo Gibb.   Everyone will be very welcome. 



DUTY ROTA:-    The following Members are asked to take up duty as 

indicated. 
 

CHURCH VESTILBULE/BOOKS DUTY – SUNDAYS 

   MORNINGS 
 

10th April  Mrs. A. M. Gardiner 

   Mrs. A. Coleman 

   Mr. G. Gardiner 

   Mrs. E. McNicoll 

17th April  Mrs. M. Coubrough 

   Mrs. M. Cunningham 

   Miss M. Davidson 

   Mr. R. McCallum 

24th April  Mrs. J. McCallum 

   Mr. E. Gibb 

   Mr. A. Comrie  

   Mrs. R. Smith 

  1st May   Miss M. Percy 

                            Mr. P. Brown 

   Mrs. N. Griffith 

   Mrs. M. Carvil      
 

OFFERING DUTIES:-   The following Members are asked to take duty on 

the following Sundays:- Sunday 10th April to Sunday 1st May 2016  
 

Back Pews                Mrs. A. M. Gardiner  

Left Side Pews/Chairs  Mrs. R. Smith 

Right Side Chairs/Choir  Mrs. J. McCallum   
 

Anyone unable to do the duty indicated should contact Marjory Percy 

(Tel. 632 0363)      Please check Magazine or list on Welcome Hall notice 

board to see if you have been asked to do a duty. 
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Congregation Budget 2016 
 

EXPENDITURE ESTIMATE INCOME   ESTIMATE 
 

Ministries & Mission    £74,000  WFO            £98,000 

Presbytery Dues    £  4,200  Gift Aid            £17,500 

Congregation Costs   £70,000  Cong Orgs           £  8,000 

Fabric Costs    £11,800  Hire of Premises £30,000 

       Fabric Donation s £  5,000 

       Interest/Dividends £  1,500 

    ————      ———- 

    £160,000            £160,000 



INTIMATIONS 
 

1. The   Kirk  Session  will  meet  on  Tuesday 17th May 2016. 
 
2. Team Leaders will meet on Tuesday 19th April 2016. 
 
3. Cases of illness or urgent pastoral need should be intimated without 

delay to the Minister.   
   
4. Any person who would like to become a communicant member of the 

church should speak to the Minister. 
 
5.      The next date for handing  in  material for the Magazine is         
    Wednesday 20th April  
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TREASURER’S REPORT  TO  27th MARCH  2016 
     
   Open Plate    £     1,240 

   Freewill Offerings   £     2,195 

   Gift Aid Freewill Offerings  £   14,481 

   Total      £   17,916 

           Average per Sunday              £     1,378 

 

Other Income 
 

Retiring Offering for PANDAS  £70 

Donation      £20 

From Grace and Flavour Café  £1,000 

       

M. Borland, Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GENERAL  FABRIC  FUND 
 

Balance at 1/1/16      £  7,916 

+ Income         £  1,378 

                £  9,294 

Expenditure       £  2,052  

Balance at 27/3/16     £ 7,242 

             ====== 



 

       

 APRIL  2016 
 

Faith and Finance 

Should the Church of Scotland divest from fossil fuels? 

Interview with Charles Munn, elder, economics professor and convener of the 

Church’s Special Commission on the Purposes of Economic Activity. 

Two ministers reflect on past careers in the banking industry. 
 

The privilege of Chaplaincy 

The Rev Chris Kellock offers an insight into the life of a military chaplain. 
 

Changing Lives 

The work of International Justice Mission. 
 

Bridging the Gap 

Dr Murdo Macdonald shares stories of church-sponsored projects closing the 

digital divide. 
 

Creative Theology 

Ron Ferguson argues that the Church of Scotland needs both conservatives 

and liberals. 
 

Unity of Church ‘ Of Fundamental Importance’. 

In his final column, the Rt Rev Dr Angus Morrison explains the importance of 

seeking unity. 
 

A Passion for Justice 

Reflecting on a recent trip to Egypt, Hannah Mary 

Goodlad considers the plight of refugees  and the 

need for tolerance. 
 

Image Over Word 

The Rev Alastair Duncan considers the place and 

power of art in the Church today. 
 

PLUS : news, reviews, letters, registers and cross-

words – all for just £2.20. 
 

Online: visit us at www.lifeandwork.org for regular news and exclusive  

features. 
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OFFICEBEARERS 
 MINISTER    Rev Elijah Smith           at Church Office 
 SESSION CLERK   Miss Lexa Boyle    427 3999 
          7 Maxwell Grove G41 5JP 
 FABRIC  TEAM        Mr. George Gardiner   810 5079     
 HOSPITALITY  TEAM Miss Morag Reid    440 7406 
 PASTORAL  TEAM       Mr. Jo Gibb     638 5768  
 MISSION  TEAM          Miss Lynn Flower    631 4964    
 PRAYER  TEAM          Mrs Ruby Smith     423 7773  
 MINISTRY TEAM       Rev Elijah Smith            at Church Office 
 MUSIC & DRAMA TEAM    Mrs Lynn Gibb    638 5768 
 FINANCE  TEAM  Mr Lindsay Macqueen    01655 332588 
 ADMIN / OFFICE  TEAM     Mrs Barbara Irvine     423 1558 
 EDUCATION  TEAM      Mrs Brenda McGinnigle   424 0427 
 TIME TALENTS MONEY TEAM      Mrs Joyce McNae 423 1897  
 YOUTH  TEAM       Miss Lynn Flower      631 4964 
 CONGREGATIONAL      Mrs. Margaret Borland     at Church Office   
 TREASURER       or mc_borland@hotmail.com    
 MAGAZINE  EDITOR        Mr. Malcolm MacSween   649 9405   
                4 Rosslyn Court, Lethington Ave., G41 
 MAGAZINE         Mrs. Barbara Irvine   423 1558 
  DISTRIBUTION            01/55 Nursery Street, G41 
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Part of the Holy Week Prayer Labyrinth 


