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CHRISTMAS  ANSWER 

(Luke 2:6) 

 

So many refugees, 

So many homeless people, 

So much conflict and despair and pain 

In a world without answers. 
 

But God so loved this world 

That he created Christmas 

And came, in Jesus, 

Jesus, born in poverty, 

Jesus, who was homeless, 

Who was a refugee, 

Who shares our conflict and despair and pain, 

Who takes it all and transforms it 

By his life-giving death and resurrection 

Into possibilities of peace and hope and joy. 

Into life in all its fullness. 
 

Jesus who came out of the stable 

And lives 

God’s Answer. 

        By Daphne Kitching 
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To the folk of Queen’s Park Govanhill, 

I cannot express how glad I am to be back in post. These last two 

months have been fruitful, but I am grateful to have returned to 

my calling as your minister. I submitted my completed PhD 

thesis, ‘Let anyone with ears to hear listen!’: Pop Music as 

Parables of the Kingdom of God on St Andrew’s Day and an oral 

defence be taking place in the next couple of months. 

As we near the end of 2015, we probably have a lot on our minds. We will be 

experiencing a local transition, as our Sunday morning worship at Daisy Street will 

be wrapping up. With this, we will also bid farewell to our friends Stuart and Ann, 

who have been so faithful in their service at Daisy Street and Govanhill Trinity 

before it. This will be a bittersweet time for many.  

The ongoing refugee crisis and talk of a UK bombing campaign in Syria might also 

be playing on our minds. We might be asking ourselves any number of questions: 

What can be done to help this situation? How can we support refugees? What will 

another war do to our society? More disturbingly, we might ask: God, why won’t you 

change the hearts and minds of those who oppress? These are difficult questions and 

it’s not fair to write them off. As Christians, we are called to wrestle with these types 

of questions and to do what we can to be the hands and feet of God in this world. But 

if we want to see how God deals with the darkness of this world, we only need look 

toward this season of Advent. 

At Christmas, we celebrate the Incarnation, that miraculous event when the infinite 

became finite, when the unfathomable God became a wee baby. In his book, Training 

in Christianity (Indøvelse i Christendom), the nineteenth-century Danish philosopher 

and theologian Søren Kierkegaard explores the idea that, in his very existence, Jesus 

Christ is offensive. This offence arises because Jesus, who is perceived to be a 

normal man, ‘speaks or acts as though he were God’ and ‘says of himself that he is 

God’. The circumstances of his birth are no less offensive – it would have been 

unthinkable in the first century to pay royal tribute to a child conceived out of 

wedlock and born as a refugee in a feeding trough. And yet, this is the very one we 

worship. This is God’s response to darkness. 

John’s Gospel tells us that Jesus ‘came to what was his own, and his own people did 

not accept him’ (1.11). Throughout Advent, as we rehearse the story of Jesus coming 

to us, will we accept his challenging message? Will we accept a controversial God 

who opposes the powerful and favours the oppressed? May God’s Spirit guide us as 

we explore these challenges. 

The love and peace of Christ be with you all, 

Elijah 

Søren Kierkegaard, Training in Christianity and the Edifying Discourse Which 
‘Accompanied’ It, trans. Walter Lowrie (New York: Vintage, 2004), 80. 
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Gift Service: Sunday 20th December 11 am 
 

The leaders at Church House have asked if we could be               

responsible for gifts for girls and boys aged 8 to 10 years. ( The 

gifts of selection boxes already bought will still be much            

appreciated.) 
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At 170 Queen’s Drive, G42 
 

Sunday 6th December                 11.00 am      Service led by the Choir 

                                                       6.00 pm      Evening service 

Sunday 13th December               11.00 am      Family Service 

      (Pathfinders, Praise band and Choir) 

                                                       6.00 pm      Evening Service 

Sunday 20th December               11.00 am      Rev Elijah Smith 

         (Gift Service) 

                                                        6.00 pm     Evening Service 

Thursday  24th December            7.00 pm  “ Carols by Candlelight” 

CHRISTMAS DAY                     11.00 am     Rev Elijah Smith 

Sunday  27th December               11.00 am     Rev Elijah Smith 

           ( Service held at Daisy Street Building) 

      No Evening Service 

Sunday 3rd January         11.00 am Rev Elijah Smith 

      No Evening Service 

Some fascinating things on old tombstones! 
 

Harry Edsel Smith of Albany, New York : 

Born 1903--Died 1942. 

Looked up the elevator shaft  

to see if the car was on the way down. It was. 

 
In a Thurmont, Maryland, cemetery: 
 

Here lies an Atheist,  

all dressed up and no place to go. 



 

We finish our programme for 2015  on Wednesday 
16th December at 2pm. The committee take this 
opportunity to wish all our members a very Joyous 
Christmas and a prosperous New Year. 
 

The programme for December 2014 

Dec. 2nd  Denise Whitton, scarf tying 
Dec 16th Christmas Party - Special Visitors 

Thanks to all for your continued support of our Guild "Coffee Afternoon" 

 on Saturday 21st November  

Our session restarts at 2pm on Wednesday 6th January 2016 with "Home 
Brew" so do come and join us, a warm welcome is extended to all, that 
includes men       Ruby Smith (Secretary) 

Thursday Bible Study 
The small group which meets in the church on Thursday afternoons at 1.30 
pm for one hour, are just finishing a series in which we have worked our way 
through the book of Acts. 
We are giving thought to what should come in January, and it has been 
suggested that we should go to the Old Testament and the book of Daniel. 
We will use a Scripture Union guide, price £3.99, to help us. 

We are most anxious to welcome a few new members to our group, hopefully 

to bring the number up to a minimum of 10. If you are free on Thursdays, 

why not give it a try?  You will find that we are all learners, and that if at first 

you would simply prefer to listen, nobody will mind. It is not ,repeat not, like 

being back at school!  If you’d like to find out more, please speak to me , 

preferably before Christmas.     Malcolm MacSween 
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The December meeting is our Film Night on  
Monday 14th, 7.15pm for 7.30pm when the latest  
blockbuster will be revealed.  All members are  
requested to attend this our last meeting of 2015. 
Popcorn and ice cream may be on sale. Most of the 
Men’s Association  should manage to beat the  
censor’s 12 certificate with ease! 
Our next event is the Burns Supper on Monday 25th 

January when the usual excellent grub will be  
enhanced by our entertainers.  Programmes will be on sale during January.  
Watch the yellow pages for further details.  Happy Christmas to everyone. 
       Lindsay Macqueen, Secretary 



FOODBANK 
 

As you read this the colder weather will probably be with us.  Can I ask 

for donations of individual sachets of porridge and tins of soup? Our 

stocks of other items are quite healthy at the moment, in particular corn-

flakes, rice and pasta. We will be using more porridge and soup in our 

winter food bags , and our supply of these is low. 

As always, your help is greatly appreciated. 

              Wendy Bradley ( Team Leader) 

Too clever by half! 
 

A man noted as being very mean went Christmas shopping. Everything 

he saw he dismissed as being far too expensive. However he finally came 

across a china shop and in it he found a beautiful vase which had been 

priced at £100.  Unfortunately one of the handles had broken off. The 

new price was only £5. 
 

He decided to buy it and he asked the  

assistant if she would pack it and send 

the parcel to a friend with a card wish-

ing her a Happy Christmas. He thought 

of course that she would think that he 

had paid £100 for it, but that the handle 

had come off in the post. 
 

A week after Christmas, he received a 

thank you note from his friend. “ Thank you for the lovely vase,” she 

wrote, “ It was so nice of you to wrap each piece separately.” 
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‘ Daily Bread’ 
The Magazine each month contains SU ‘Daily Bread’ Notes, to help people 
who like to read their Bible regularly. 

If they do not have the full publication ,which contains a commentary on 

the reading each day, they are missing out on a great deal. The ‘ Daily 

Bread’ Notes are published four times a year, and in 2015 cost £3.99 each 

quarter ( or ,if you prefer ,£15.96 for the year.) If you would like to become 

a new subscriber, could you speak to me as soon as possible – the January 

– March 2016 issue will be in the Faith Mission Bookshop around the   

middle of December.        Malcolm MacSween 



Club 170 
 

“The numbers attending on Sundays have remained disappointingly low. When the 
doors open there will often be as few as 10 or 11 present. During Morag’s talk at 
the beginning of each evening a few more may arrive with some further stragglers 
joining during the serving of the meal, but the total is rarely more than the high 
twenties, compared to the 40+ who came regularly two or three years ago. 
Local enquiries suggest that the Beacon at QP Baptist on a Thursday evening attracts about 40 
each week.( They serve a full meal.) One of the Partick churches replicates what we do. We 
intend to visit both of these venues to see what they do and what we might learn from them. 
The Club activities and the Tuesday Lunch Stop were  inspected by an Environmental Health 
Officer recently and both received a ‘Pass’ certificate  A few issues raised have been          
addressed . 
The Club  receives weekly donations of milk, fruit, spread and high quality slicing sausage 
from Messrs McLay’s Wholesale Foods. The result has been a very significant reduction in 
weekly expenditure which, with other donations means that the Club is in a healthy state    
financially. Plans are underway for the Club’s Christmas Meal, and a repeat of last year’s 
much appreciated Burns Supper.” 

(This is an edited version of a report to the November Kirk Session given by David Smith.) 

Insensitivity 
 

The minister was conducting a seminar for a group of newly married 

couples. He spent some time explaining how important it was for     

couples to be able to discern what was important for each other’s     

partner. “ For example,” he said, “ can you even name your wife’s    

favourite flower? “ 

There was a baffled silence, and then one husband nudged his wife and, 

with a hopeful smile, guessed “ It’s MacDougall’s Self Raising, isn’t 

it?” 
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Pathfinders Post 
 

The Pathfinders Post Office will be open for business on Sunday 6th, 

13th and 20th December. 

As in previous years, this will be located in The Welcome Hall from 

10.30am each morning with deliveries after the morning  service. 

Each year “Donation” stamps help to raise funds for the Children’s 

Hospice. Since the opening of Robin House, in Balloch, Loch Lomond 

in 2005 monies raised have been sent there.  You may remember that 

last year’s total was boosted by the contents of a swear box from a local 

firm. Unfortunately (for us)  the main culprit has left so the box is 

empty this year! 

By using this service you will not only have your cards delivered but will help raise 

funds for a very worthy cause. 

** Pathfinders cannot undertake delivery outwith the church premises. 

TTM Team 



Daisy Street …..Update 
 

The basic level English (ESOL) and literacy classes have 
been going really well and the Daisy Street halls and cafe 
area have been a great venue. Fifty seven adults plus 
children attended over the first four weeks. A joint St. 
Andrews/St Nicholas celebration will take place in the 
evening of December 3rd. 
 

It’s worth mentioning that there is interest from a variety of other parties in 
letting the  Daisy Street facilities and that the Govanhill Community 
Development Trust have provided a timeline in connection with their work on 
the feasibility study. 
 

However, I am acutely aware that as we seek to secure some sort of  
community focused future for the Daisy Street building– the building at the 
‘heart’ of Govanhill -  that it is also right to honour and give thanks for the 
past: those who have worshipped and served at Govanhill Trinity over many 
years and whose lives and families have deep roots and precious memories 
associated with it. 
 

A blessed and peaceful Christmas season to you all. 
 

Penny (penny@thewell.org.uk) 
 

 

Stamps, Stamps, Stamps …… 
 

Don’t forget to save stamps over the festive 

period, and put them in the box in the Welcome 

Hall. They are sent to the Church Offices in 

Edinburgh where their sale supports a number 

of charities. 
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Greenfingers 
 

Many thanks are due to Louise Laing, who 

month by month keeps the surroundings of 

our church looking so lovely.  Louise, your 

work is much appreciated. 



“ Good King Wenceslas…..” 
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We all know the carol – perhaps because 

its tune is so simple. But when you think 

about it you see that it contains no   

mention of Jesus or any aspect of the 

Christmas story we know and love. So 

who was this Wenceslas, and what was 

the “Feast of Stephen” anyway ? Let’s 

take Wenceslas first. He was a real    

person, the Duke of Bohemia ( modern 

Czech Republic) . He lived in the early 

10th century and appears to have been a 

rare ruler for his time, being just and 

showing great compassion for the poor. 

Perhaps because of that he made       

enemies among the nobility and in the 

year 935 he was assassinated on the 

steps of a church in Prague. He was just 

22 years old. 
 

 Deeply mourned by the common people 

he soon became regarded as a martyr 

and saint. His story reached England 

around 1835, a thousand years later, 

when an envoy of Queen Victoria sent a 

collection of rare books from Stockholm 

to an academic friend at home. The 

friend, John Mason Neale, translated an 

ancient Czech poem he found into    

English and set it to a melody from 

Finland which dates to as far back as 

1582. He changed the “Duke” into a 

“King”, because a later Pope had       

decreed that Wenceslas was indeed 

royal.  Although Christ is never        

mentioned and there is no reference to 

Christmas it quickly was adopted as a 

carol in the English-speaking world.  

However people recognised in it the 

theme of enduring suffering in order to 

do good to the poor. 

If you visit Prague today, in the city   

centre you will find Wenceslas Square 

(not so much a square as a wide      

boulevard). One end is dominated by a 

large equestrian statue of King 

Wenceslas. His goodness is not           

forgotten. It became the focus for the 

demonstrations which brought about the 

end of Communist rule in             

Czechoslovakia in the late 1980s. 
 

But what of the “ Feast of Stephen”?  

The Thursday afternoon Bible Study 

group has recently been concentrating on 

the Book of Acts, where you will find in 

chapters 6 and 7 the account of how 

Stephen was one of seven men chosen to 



 help the Apostles in delivering food to 

the poor who made up much of the first 

church in Jerusalem. He is described as a 

“man full of faith and the Holy Spirit”., 

and one of the first deacons of the 

church. 
 

In the event, Stephen was quickly found 

to have other gifts as well. He emerged 

as an eloquent preacher who performed 

wonders and miraculous signs among the 

people, so much so that the Jewish     

Sanhedrin became alarmed by the       

impression being made among the people 

by this hitherto unknown evangelist.   
 

They had him arrested and hauled before 

the council. He was charged with having 

spoken against the two central elements 

of their religion, the ‘holy place’ (the 

Temple) and ‘the customs Moses handed 

down to us’ ( the Law), just as Jesus was 

alleged to have done earlier. 
 

Far from being intimidated, Stephen 

pulled no punches! In a brilliant speech 

(Acts 7: 1-60) he told them that God did 

not depend on the Temple, which was a 

temporary institution destined to be    

fulfilled and superseded by Christ, who 

was the prophet foreseen by Moses . The 

Messiah whom they had so long awaited 

had arrived in the person pf Jesus.. He 

led them through their own history,    

ending by denouncing them as being 

blind to the Holy Spirit and guilty of  

betraying and putting to death Jesus, the 

Messiah, just as they had done with so 

many of the prophets after Moses.       
 

Infuriated by what they saw as           

blasphemy the Sanhedrin abandoned any 

pretence of impartiality and had Stephen 

immediately put to death by stoning. 

Stephen thus became the first Christian 

martyr recorded in the New Testament.  
 

There was an interesting tailpiece to the 

story. One of the lookers-on, who took 

no part in the stoning, was a young man 

from Tarsus called Saul. His job was to 

look after the cloaks of the executioners. 
 

Later, the young church began to set 

aside special days to remember saints 

and martyrs like Stephen. For him the 

date chosen was 26th December, the day 

after Christmas. A recent writer (David 

Winter) suggests that this date was    

chosen deliberately. “It’s a bit like the 

myrrh in the gifts brought by the Wise 

Men, a reminder , as we celebrate 

Christmas, that the bitter shadow of a 

cross is never far away from the Nativity 

story.”        MDM 
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The  Incarnation 
 

“ The mystery of the humanity of 
Christ, that he sunk himself into our 
flesh, is beyond all human  
understanding.”     Martin Luther 
 

“ The divine Son became a Jew; the 
Almighty appeared on earth as a  
helpless baby, unable to do more than 
lie and stare and wriggle and make 
noises, needing to be fed and changed 
and taught to talk just like any other 
child….. the more you think about it, 
the more staggering it gets.”   
          J. I. Packer 
 

“God became man to turn creatures 
into sons; not simply to produce better 
men of the old kind but to produce a 
new kind of man.”               C.S. Lewis 
 

“ Our God contracted to a span,       
incomprehensibly made man.”    

    Charles Wesley 

  

Carols at Kings  
 

The photograph on the back cover of 

this month’s magazine shows a view of 

the beautiful King’s College Chapel of 

Cambridge University. 
 

Every year since 1918 the chapel has 

been the venue of a Festival of Nine 

Lessons and Carols on  Christmas Eve. 

It was first broadcast in 1928 and this 

year it can be heard on BBC Radio 4 at 

3.00 pm on 24th December ( It may also 

be broadcast on TV)  It always begins 

with the choir entering the darkened 

chapel bearing lighted candles, the  

trebles  (young boys of the choir)   

singing “Once in Royal David’s City…” 

For many people the Festival is an  

unmissable part of Christmas, and the 

choir’s entry is the highlight. 

 

Traditionally, the Festival has one new, 

specially commissioned carol every 

year, and people wait with expectation 

to hear it sung. 
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. In Queen’s Park Govanhill, our choir  

contains no boy trebles, unfortunately!  

However on  Christmas Eve we have our 

own version of the Festival in  “ Carols 

by Candlelight” where the Christmas  

narrative is read from the gospels and the 

familiar and much loved carols are sung. 

A supper follows with mince pies among 

other ‘goodies’. 



 

WAY  IN……….to Matthew  1 – 3 
“ The early church Fathers tell us that the Gospel of Matthew was originally written by Jesus’ 
disciple Matthew. The Gospel was most probably written in the first century of the Christian 
era, during the lifetime of the eye-witnesses to Jesus’ life and death, and it seems to have had a 
very clear purpose. Matthew wanted to demonstrate to his Jewish readers that Jesus was their 
Messiah. He does this primarily by showing how Jesus in his life and ministry fulfilled the Old 
Testament Scriptures. 
 
Matthew does not underestimate the importance of Gentiles hearing the good news, but his 
main focus is on persuading a Jewish readership that Jesus of Nazareth has come as their King 
and Messiah, the Saviour of his people. 
 
The particular section we are reading in the week leading up to Christmas contains the 
accounts of the early days and years of Jesus Christ’s life on earth. The birth of Jesus is told 
primarily from Joseph’s perspective, and in the course of the early chapters we see how 
ordinary people are swept into the purposes and plans of God. The reactions of the main 
characters ring true to how people respond to God in every generation – some are obedient, 
some are hesitant, others directly oppose the calling of God. 
 

As we read these chapters we find ourselves asking the important questions : Where do I stand 

with regard to Jesus?  What do I believe about him ?  and, how would I have responded to 

God’s calling?”    Amy Orr-Ewing 
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             S U  'DAILY BREAD' NOTES:  DECEMBER  

       Apples of Gold  Goodbye old; hello new 

Tue    1 Proverbs 22:17-23:9 Thur   17 Rev. 21: 1-8 

Wed  2  Proverbs 23: 10-28 Fri       18 Rev. 21: 9-27 

Thur  3 Proverbs 24: 1-22 Sat      19 Rev. 22: 1-21 

Fri    4 Proverbs 25: 1-28 Sun    20   Psalm  40 

Sat   5 Proverbs 27: 1-17   The King has come ! 

Sun  6   Psalm  38 Mon   21 Matthew 1: 1-7 

       A Perfect  Storm   Tue   22 Matthew 1: 18-25 

Mon 7 Luke 20: 20-26 Wed  23 Matthew 2: 1-12 

Tue   8 Luke 20: 27-40 Thur   24 Matthew 2: 13-23 

Wed  9 Luke 20: 41-47 FRI     25 Matthew 3: 1-12 

Thur  10 Luke 21: 1-4 Sat     26 Matthew 3: 13-17 

Fri      11 Luke 21: 5-28 Sun    27   Psalm  41 

Sat     12 Luke 21: 29-38   Laid-back religion  

Sun   13   Psalm 39 Mon   28 Malachi 1: 1-5/ 2:10 

    Goodbye old; hello new  Tue    29 Malachi 2:17-3:5 

Mon  14 Rev. 19: 1-10 Wed   30 Malachi 3:6-18 

Tue   15 Rev. 19: 11-21 Thur   31 Malachi 4: 1-6 

Wed 16 Rev. 20: 1-15    



Finance 
 

Weekly Freewill Offering (WFO) envelopes for the new financial year commencing 

Sunday 3rd January 2016 will be available in the Welcome Hall from Sunday 13th 

December.  Please pick up your set of envelopes then. If you would like to join the 

scheme please contact any member of the Finance Team. 
 

The end of the financial year is 31st December and any members contributing to 

church funds by annual cheque or organisations making donations to the General or 

Fabric funds should do so by Sunday 27th December 2015 at the very latest.  
 

Remember, if you pay tax of any kind (except VAT or Council Tax) signing up for 

Gift Aid will add 20% to whatever you donate to the church.  A Christmas present 

from the Chancellor of the Exchequer!  

        L Macqueen, Finance Team 
 

In a Uniontown, Pennsylvania, cemetery: 
 

Here lies the body of Jonathan Blake,  

Stepped on the gas instead of the brake. 
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Lodging House Mission 
 

The annual Carol service of LHM will be held this year at   
2 pm on the afternoon of Friday 18th December, at the LHM, 
34a West Campbell Street.   All friends of the Mission will 
be made very welcome.  Earlier, on Wednesday 2nd          
December at 1.30 pm, the pantomime “ Cinderella” will 
have taken place, as intimated in our ‘yellow pages’ on Sunday 29th     
November.  
 

It was the custom to collect ‘ shoebox’ donations from members of the 
congregation at Christmas  providing basic toiletries etc for those using 
the Mission. I have been advised that they now strongly prefer donations 
in the form of cash. This alleviates the work involved in opening and  
re-packing the boxes to ensure that everyone gets a fair share. To that end 
a limited supply of envelopes are available on the table at the front door 
of our church. If you can help the appeal it would be greatly appreciated. 
 

To facilitate easy delivery to the LHM could you please hand envelopes 
to me personally , or leave them at the church office on or before Sunday 
6th December. I can then deliver them to West Campbell St. ( Plain      
envelopes will also be acceptable if our supply runs out.) 

      Dewar Flower  (LHM Co-ordinator) 



How Other Christians Will Celebrate Christmas 
 

Imagine this: you’re sitting in a prison cell. The same four walls that you’ve seen 

every day for the past few months seem to loom closer with every passing hour.  

Over the past few months you have been beaten, starved or deprived of sleep. It’s been 

so long since you’ve heard a friendly voice that it feels as if the world has forgotten all 

about you.  

It will be Christmas soon, but that won’t mean anything here except, perhaps, the   

possibility of some extra abuse.  

This is how many Christians all over the world will be celebrating Christmas: not with 

their families, but alone in a prison cell. 

Zhang Kai is a Chinese Christian lawyer who’s in prison for speaking up for religious 

freedom. He’s being held in a secret location – and because no one knows exactly 

where he is, it’s more likely he’ll be mistreated or even tortured.  

He won’t be able to see his friends or hug his children on Christmas Day.   He and 

many, many others. 

 

How many more Christmases will there be in the Middle East? 
 

 ISIS seems intent on destroying the Church. A Christian presence 2,000 years 

old is disappearing before our eyes. 

 

We've all seen it in the news: people so desperate to escape from ISIS that they will 

give all they have to flee from their homes in Syria and Iraq, only to end up on a    

dangerous boat in the Mediterranean, with little hope for the future 
 

"Thank you for making it easier to survive …" Adeeb, a Syrian Christian aged 70, had 

a shop in Homs; the civil war and murderous threats of IS caused him and Rajaa' his 

wife to leave everything and flee to a village 67 km to the west. Adeeb fell ill and  

hospital bills cost every penny the couple had, with no money left for medicines and 

basic necessities. Still they were confident that the Lord Jesus would help them in 

their distress.  They have received assistance from CSW and Barnabas thanks to    

contributions from our congregation and others but they still have no home, no       

employment and no great future this Christmas. 

 

Hope for the future 
 

Pastor Omar Perez was imprisoned for many years in Cuba for daring to preach the 

gospel.  He was released last year and given sanctuary in the USA.  Last month he was 

in Glasgow—yes here in Scotland—and it was inspiring to hear him tell how our 

prayers and cards and letters encouraged him while he was imprisoned. 

Intercessory prayer is so powerful, and it was wonderful to be reminded of this by 

Pastor Omar so keep praying for our persecuted brothers and sisters, not just at  

Christmas, but the whole year round, every day. 
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From Letty Wood………. 

“Thank you for all the cards, phone calls, visits, flowers and 

prayers during my time in hospital and afterwards confined to the 

house for several weeks. Every thing was much appreciated.” 
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. CRECHE 
 

13th Dec M. Coubrough B. Roberts 

20th Dec M. Borland  F. Campbell 

27th Dec A. Gardiner  L. Doughty 

 3rd Jan F. McCall  M. Carvil 

10th Jan P. Piper  M. Coubrough 
 

Wishing everyone a Blessed Christmas and a Peaceful New Year.  

 

As always if you cannot  

manage please change or  

contact me (586 4294).  

      Betty Roberts 

Counting Team Rota 
 

The Team from Sunday 13th December to Sunday 10th January 2016  
inclusive is :- 

R. McCracken, D McGinnigle, P Brown, A Watt 

If you cannot manage any Sunday please arrange for a substitute, or   

contact Alan Watt 



A Wartime Christmas Memory                                                  

During the final years of World War II, our family lived in Orkney, where my dad was 
minister in the rural parish of Sandwick, near Scapa Flow. Christmas 1944 was the sixth of 
the Second World War, but the first on which people had begun to believe that victory was 
very close. As a 10 year old I had never experienced a ‘normal’ Christmas, and had no great 
expectation that this one would be any different. However, we lived approximately 
equidistant between an RAF airfield and a Fleet Air Arm base. The service personnel of each 
vied with each other in providing Christmas entertainment for the schoolchildren of the 
parish. We were all excited as we were picked up at school by military vehicles and driven to 
the airfields a mile or two away. There we were treated to lemonade and sweets; there were 
crackers and paper hats, iced cakes and even oranges! Then, wonder of wonders, came ice 
cream, which few of us had ever tasted before. Our homes had no electricity, but of course 

the military had their own generators. 

The RAF fighter base at Skeabrae entertained us with the Walt Disney film “Snow White and 
the Seven Dwarfs”. I don’t think I had ever seen a film like that before – and in colour. It was 
a big hit, although I do remember being really scared by the Wicked Witch and her poisoned  
apple!  Afterwards Santa Claus appeared and distributed small gifts to all of us. 
 

Not to be outdone the Fleet Air Arm up the road put on a Pantomime for us, which was a 
great effort. There was obviously a lot of talent around . We cheered and booed at all the right 
places, called out “ He’s behind you!”, laughed at the Dame and the conjurors. As I recall it 
was probably “Jack and the Beanstalk.”  The Principal Boy was a “Wren” from the ranks of 
the WRNS and very comely she was too. 
 

I’m afraid to say that it never occurred to me at the time that the young servicemen and 
women who were putting so much effort into providing us with these Christmas treats were 
themselves longing to be back home at Christmas with their own families.  Few if any would 
be able to do so, Orkney being so far from the South of England where many of them came 
from 
 

My father acted as honorary Chaplain  at both bases, being especially concerned with service 
personnel who were Church of Scotland, English Presbyterian or Methodist. Sometimes some 
of those who were suffering terribly from homesickness found their way to the manse for a 
family meal. I have a vivid memory of one such around that time, a young airman. I happened 
to be doing some school homework, which included reading some poetry. He glanced at the 
book over my shoulder and started to cry, with tears streaming down his face. “ What on earth 
is the matter?” asked my mother anxiously. “ It’s ‘The Tewkesbury Road’, mate………… 
‘The Tewkesbury Road’……”   sobbed the poor 
boy. The book had fallen open at John Masefield’s 
poem of the same name…. and Tewkesbury in 
Gloucestershire was his home, the very mention of 
which was too much for him at Christmas ! 
 

Perhaps he was able to be at home with his family 
in Tewkesbury for Christmas 1945.  I hope so. 

   MDM 
 

A special prize if you can find the author in 

the 71 year old photograph 
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DUTY ROTA:-    The following Members are asked to take up duty as indicated. 

 

CHURCH VESTILBULE/BOOKS DUTY – SUNDAYS 

   MORNINGS      

13th December Mr. E. Percival 

        Mrs. A. M. Gardiner 

   Mrs. R. Smith 

   Mrs. A. Coleman 

20th December Mr. P. Brown 

   Mrs. N. Griffith 

   Miss M. Percy 

   Mrs. J. McCallum 

27th December Mrs. A. Neil 

   Mr. R. McCallum 

   Mrs. E. McNicoll 

    Miss L. Boyle 

  3rd January Mrs. M. Coubrough 

   Mrs. M. Carvil 

   Miss Y. Inglis 

   Mr. E. Gibb 

10th January Miss E. J. Campbell 

   Mr. G. Gardiner 

   Mrs. M. Cunningham 

   Miss M. Davidson  

 

OFFERING DUTIES:-   The following Members are asked to take duty on the 

following Sundays:- Sunday 13th December 2015 to Sunday 10th January 2016  

    

Back Pews                Mr. G. Gardiner   

Left Side Pews/Chairs  Mrs. R. Hughes 

Right Side Chairs/Choir Mrs. J. McCallum   

 

Anyone unable to do the duty indicated should contact Marjory Percy 

(Tel. 632 0363)  Please check Magazine or list on Welcome Hall notice board to see if 

you have been asked to do a duty. 
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On the grave of Ezekial Aikle in 

East Dalhousie Cemetery, Nova Scotia: 
 

Here lies Ezekial Aikle, Age 102. 

Only the  good die young. 



INTIMATIONS 

1. The   Kirk  Session  will  meet  on  Tuesday 19th January 2016. 
 

2. Team Leaders will meet on Tuesday 15th December 2015. 
 

3. Cases of illness or urgent pastoral need should be intimated without 
delay to the Minister.     

4. Any person who would like to become a communicant member of the 
church should speak to the Minister. 

 

5.      The next date for handing  in  material for the Magazine is Sunday 20th  
  December 2015.  
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TREASURER’S  REPORT  TO  30TH  NOVEMBER  2015 

     

   Open Plate    £     4,830 
   Freewill Offerings   £   15,051 
   Gift Aid Freewill Offerings  £   47,083 
   Total      £   66,964 
   Average per Sunday           £     1,395 

 

 

Other Income 
 

Donation from Ndlovu Family £200 to General Fund 
      £200 to Hospitality Team 
Suffering Church Sunday  £100 to Christian Solidarity Worldwide 
      £100 to Barnabas Fund 
Retiring Collection for Poppy  
    Scotland £148 
Donation for Erskine Hospital  
from Daisy St Coffee Morning £227 
       

      M. Borland, Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GENERAL  FABRIC  FUND 

Balance at 1/1/15       £  4,875 
+ Income    £  6,995
           £11,870 
-  Expenditure  £10,608 
Balance at 30/11/15  £  1,262 



 

       

 DECEMBER 2015 
 

‘ On the First Day of Christmas’ 

The Rev Colin Dempster explores the religious roots of the well-known 
Christmas song. 
 

The Pain of Loneliness 

The work of the charity ALTERnativity in  
offering a different Christmas. 
 

Lemon Ice Cream 

An Advent-themed story from poet and author Kenneth Steven 
 

Behind the Scenes 

A Lanarkshire teenager’s work experience with a Church of Scotland minister. 
 

‘It’s a Miracle I am Here’ 

Jackie Macadam learns about the work of Glasgow City Mission in dealing 
with the increased numbers of asylum seekers, relating one man’s harrowing 
journey from Africa to Scotland. 
 

Bombed, Rescued – then Arrested 

Bruce Cannon relates the untold story of a Church of Scotland chaplain 75 
years on from his escape from a sinking ship during World War II 
 

70 Peaks for Christian Aid  

Thomas Baldwin joins the walkers tackling  
Schiehallion, in the final event of Christian Aid  
Scotland’s 70th anniversary 70 Munros challenge. 
 

A High View of Prayer 

In the final part of his reflections on the book of 
James, the Rev Dr Martin Fair considers the power of prayer. 
 

The Superhero Youth Room 

Jackie Macadam reports on a mural with a difference at an Ayrshire church. 
 

PLUS:  news, reviews, registers and crosswords –all for just £2.20 To  
subscribe, speak to your church’s Life and Work co-ordinator (Mrs Barbara 
Irvine), fill in the form in the magazine or visit www.lifeandwork.org 
 

Online: visit us at ww.lifeandwork.org or fond us on Facebook and Twitter 
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OFFICEBEARERS 
 MINISTER    Rev Elijah Smith           at Church Office 
 SESSION CLERK        Miss Lexa Boyle    427 3999 
          7 Maxwell Grove G41 5JP 
 FABRIC  TEAM        Mr. George Gardiner    810 5079     
 HOSPITALITY  TEAM      Miss Morag Reid    440 7406 
 PASTORAL  TEAM       Mr. Jo Gibb     638 5768  
 MISSION  TEAM          Miss Lynn Flower    631 4964    
 PRAYER  TEAM          Mrs Ruby Smith     423 7773  
 MINISTRY TEAM       Rev Elijah Smith            at Church Office 
 MUSIC & DRAMA TEAM    Mrs Lynn Gibb    638 5768 
 FINANCE  TEAM       Mr Lindsay Macqueen    01655 332588 
 ADMIN / OFFICE  TEAM     Mrs Barbara Irvine     423 1558 
 EDUCATION  TEAM      Mrs Brenda McGinnigle   424 0427 
 TIME TALENTS MONEY TEAM   Mrs Joyce McNae     423 1897  
 YOUTH  TEAM       Miss Lynn Flower       631 4964 
 CONGREGATIONAL           Mrs. Margaret Borland        at Church Office   
 TREASURER       or mc_borland@hotmail.com        
 MAGAZINE              Mr. Malcolm MacSween   649 9405   
  EDITOR             4 Rosslyn Court, Lethington Ave., G41 
 MAGAZINE              Mrs. Barbara Irvine     423 1558 
  DISTRIBUTION            01/55 Nursery Street, G41 
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