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Palm Sunday  ( 29th March) 
John 12: 12-16; Zech 9:9; Matthew 2:11 

 

Palms and praises 

Pointing to victory 

As the King rides on, 

The promised King, 

Gentle and riding on a donkey. 

Promised of old – 

And given that gift of gold early on. 

 

Half-recognised in his kingdom – signs and words’ 

Kindling hope, 

Leading to hosannas, 

To palms and praises. 

And then the turning, 

As this King shows a different sovereignty. 

 

The cries of “ Crucify”, 

The cruel crowning 

As thorns pierce head and hearts. 

A misunderstanding. 

A misreading of the signs, ,so clear. 

A failure to trust the King, 

Who was and is and always will be Truth. 

Father, forgive us, 

We know not what we are doing, 

Still 

                                                                                                      

      

   By Daphne Kitching 
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My church family, 

I hope this month’s magazine finds you well.  I’ve 

been with you for more than five weeks now and 

the church building is still standing, so I’ve yet to 

succumb to the old adage, ‘Anything that can go 

wrong, will go wrong.’  On the contrary – I think 

that many things are going right!  It’s been an 

incredibly challenging, but fruitful and uplifting 

month for me at Queen’s Park Govanhill.  What a 

pleasure and honour I’ve had leading our family in 

worship as well as sharing in a great many 

conversations with many members of the church 

and of the community.  Long may that continue. 

On 18 February we held an Ash Wednesday service at 170 Queen’s Drive to mark 

the beginning of Lent.  As I mentioned during the service, for many of us, the season 

itself might be a rather foreign concept to us. 

The word ‘Lent’ comes from a German word for spring (der Lenz) and spans the 

forty days from Ash Wednesday to Easter, echoing the forty days that Jesus spent 

fasting in the wilderness following his baptism (Matthew 4.1-2; Mark 1.12-13; Luke 

4.1-2).  It’s a special time for us to slow down, step back, and hold ourselves under 

the microscope.  It’s a time for us to question our actions and motivations as we 

follow Jesus. 

As you will have noticed if you’ve been inside the sanctuary as of late, we are 

worshipping in a different chair orientation and the chancel now features a large sea 

foam green (the actual colour is Valspar ‘Beachy Keen’, in case you’re thinking of 

doing up a room), six-sided pyramid surrounded by compost.  I know that it’s an odd 

thing to look at, but as a visual artist I thought Lent would be a good time to try 

something out of the ordinary.  It has been assembled from fly-tipped scraps of wood 

found in our parish.  I must extend my thanks to George Gardiner for all of his help 

in its preparation, specifically lending me his circular saw and helping with the 

movement of some 160 litres of compost. 

I don’t want to write too much about the piece (and I’ve yet to give it a title, in case 

anyone has any suggestions), but I hope that its evolution over the coming weeks will 

aid us as we walk through Lent. 

Before I sign off, I’d like to extend a massive thank you to the congregation for all of 

your warmth, love, acceptance, encouragement and hard work.  We are part of a wide 

and wonderful ministry here at Queen’s Park Govanhill, and it wouldn’t be possible 

without all of its constituent parts.  I cannot thank you enough. 

God’s blessings to you all, 

Elijah 
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PRAYER WALK 
Saturday 28th March at 11am 

 

Can you spare an hour of your time in service for 

the Lord? 
 

We now have a very large Parish with all its varied problems.  

In the lead up to Holy Week it has been proposed that we have a 'Prayer Walk' 

on Saturday 28th March at 11am within the Parish  
 

Further information will be printed on the yellow sheets. Why don't you join 

us. 

Ruby Smith 
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At 170 Queen’s Drive, G42 
 

Sunday  1st  Mar    11.00 am     Rev Elijah Smith 

          6.00 pm     Miss Lexa Boyle (In Christ) 

Sunday  8th Mar     11.00 am     Mr Stuart Bruce 

                                  6.00 pm     Mrs Ruby Smith (With the Holy Spirit) 

Sunday  15th Mar   11.00 am     Rev Elijah Smith   

                                   6.00 pm     Rev Elijah Smith (Jesus prays for his 

           friends) 

Sunday  22nd Mar   11.00 am    Rev Elijah Smith 

                                 6.00 pm   Miss Morag Reid (Betrayed and arrested) 

Sunday  29th Mar    11. 00 am    Rev Elijah Smith 

                                    6.00 pm    Rev Elijah Smith (Crucified) 

                                                    ( Palm Sunday Communion.  

HOLY WEEK SERVICES  :    

  Tue. 31st March Daisy Street  7.30 pm 

                   Wed 1st April     Daisy Street  7.30 pm 

                   Thur 2nd April   170 Queen’s Drive  7.30 pm 

                                                       ( Maundy Thursday Communion). 

                    Good Friday     170 Queen’s Drive  12.00—3.00 pm 

                    Easter Sunday:   Sunrise Service in the Park    8.30 am 

                    Easter Morning  Service  11 am 



 

We continue our programme on alternate 

Wednesdays at 2pm.  
 

The programme for March 2015 

March 4th  "Glickman's" Mrs Irene Birkett 

March 18th " A cycle to Istanbul" Mark Edwards - 

AGM 

March 21st at 2pm Daffodil Tea 

Do come and join us, a warm welcome is extended to both existing as 

well as new members.           Ruby Smith (Secretary) 

 

PRAYER BREAKFAST 
Croftfoot United Free Church, 

349 Carmunnock Road on 

Saturday 7th March 2015 at 8.30am 

 

Our host for a morning of prayer and 

fellowship is Croftfoot United Free Church. 

 

It is a relatively simple breakfast prepared by the Prayer Team, but whatever 

we share in food is secondary to the fellowship that we share in prayer -  our 

concerns for our church, communities, our city and our world.  

 

United in our love of Christ we share our prayers. 

 

Do come and join us, I can promise that you will find the experience uplifting 

and inspiring. United as one, sharing our hope in Christ, sharing that promise 

for all who would follow him. 

Ruby Smith 
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Our next meeting is on  Monday 30th March at 

7.30pm for a musical extravaganza provided for us 

by our friends from the MAD Team. 
 

This is an open meeting for everyone to come 

along and enjoy hearing the live music provided 

by our expert musicians so come and join in the 

fun.              Lindsay Macqueen, Secretary 



FOODBANK COFFEE MORNING 

 

Saturday 7th February 2015 was a special day for the Foodbank here in QPG 

as  it was our first Coffee Morning.   What  a  day  it  was  thanks  to  all  your  

support.   The final total raised was a magnificent £374.80 which exceeded all 

expectation. 

The Home baking and Book stalls did a roaring trade, what was left over was 

sold on the Sunday. 

The Quiz proved to be quite a brain-teaser, and our thanks go to Malcolm 

Leitch for compiling the quiz to his usual high standard.  We had only one 

correct entry - well done to Malcolm MacSween, a £5 Gift Voucher is on its 

way.  For those of us tearing our hair out in frustration over where we went 

wrong, the answers are on the notice board in the Welcome Hall. 

Our thanks go to the team of volunteers for giving up their time and doing 

such a great job of helping out on the day.   Thanks also to Greggs Bakers 

who kindly donated cakes, they quickly disappeared.   

Thank you to Mark for keeping us relaxed and entertained on the piano and to 

those  who  baked,  donated  goods  and  money.  You  are  all  responsible for  

making the day the huge success it was.   Finally, thank you Ruby for  

agreeing to organise the event. 

Once again God has provided, as we the congregation seek to serve those in 

need.        Wendy Bradley,Team leader 
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CLUB 170 

The  last  few  months  have  been  busy  and  eventful  for  the Club. As reported to you in the  
January issue of the magazine, the Christmas meal in mid-December was well attended with 
our visitors enjoying a hot meal of mince-round with vegetables followed by trifle and tea or 
coffee. As most of you will now know the Club has also benefitted from the generosity of a 
wholesale food supplier who is donating most of what we need for each Sunday evening meal. 
In addition we have received extremely generous donations from a city centre business, from 
the Sainsbury’s Charitable Trust and most recently from a recently opened restaurant /bar in 
Shawlands. 
The owner of Jayz Bar at 87 Kilmarnock Road had was keen to provide financial and material 
support for some local charitable cause and after googling “Soup Kitchens on the South Side” 
came  up  with  Club  170  and  the  Queens Park Govanhill  food/clothing bank.  After getting  
confirmation from us that we DID exist and were willing to receive their support, they went 
ahead and held a 12 hr Musical Marathon on the Saturday before Christmas as a result of 
which £600 was raised. This will be shared between Club 170 and the food/clothing bank. It is 
quite salutary to think back to our last annual meeting in October when our financial situation 
was quite precarious and we were uncertain about the future of the Club. Now however things 
are much rosier thanks to the continued financial support of so many in the congregation, the 
donations mentioned above, and most importantly the continuing faithful prayers of so many. 
My father used to say “Cast thy bread upon the waters – it will come back buttered on BOTH 
sides”! That has certainly been the case for Club 170 over these last few months.  We will now 
be  able  to  go  ahead  with  the  replacement  of  the  ageing  electric cooker in the old kitchen  
without  eating  into  church  funds.  For  some  time  several  of  the cooking  rings  have  not  
functioned. 
 On Sunday 25th January we had another FIRST for the Club – a Burns Meal – on the Bard’s 
birthday no less. There were no speeches apart from Morag Reid’s usual short talk near the 
start  of  the  proceedings,  but  those  attending  had  the  chance to meet our new minister and  
Welcome  him  with  a  round  of  applause.  We  are  all indebted to Duncan McGinnigle who  
masterminded the whole exercise and to the great team of helpers who peeled the neeps and 
tatties, cooked them and served them hot with the haggis to ensure that all present had a meal 
to remember - some having very substantial second helpings! Thanks to our faithful teams of 
helpers and the congregation for their ongoing prayers and financial support. 

           David C Smith 
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World Day of Prayer 

"Do you know what I have done to you?" 

written by Christian women of The Bahamas 

The World Day of Prayer will  once again be held at Queen's Park Govanhill Parish 

church on Friday 6th March 2015 at 2pm.  

We are joined by members of Newlands South church, Langside & Shawlands UF church  

and South Shawlands. 

Do come along and  join us on the day all will be welcome.                    Ruby Smith



  Accounts 2014 
 

From 8th July 2014, the accounts of Queen’s Park Parish and Govanhill 

Trinity were merged into one under the Queen’s Park Govanhill name.  The 

figures at 31st December 2014 are therefore a combination of three 

congregations making a comparison with 2013 not feasible. 
 

However, the figures show that our outgoings in 2014 were more than our 

incomings, particularly in fabric, so that our  reserves have been  reduced. 
 

The Accounts together with the OSCR Report will be with you before the 

Stated Annual Meeting which will be at 170 Queen’s Drive after the Morning 

Service on 15th March and this will give you a chance to scrutinise them and 

come up with any questions you may have. 
 

Our givings in the first few weeks of 2015 are below what we need to meet 

all our obligations and the figures show that we need an extra £1 per week on 

average from each of us to reach these targets.  Some folk won’t manage that 

while others might manage more but if we all can assess our givings to see 

what we can do to help that would be a big help.  Our budget for 2015 is 

below. 

The Fabric Fund, now needed to support two lots of church buildings and a 

manse, is greatly in need of a boost in income.  There are some members who 

currently help with a weekly or monthly fabric envelope but if any other 

members would like to help in this please ask for a set of envelopes from any 

member of the Finance Team.  

Finally, a big thank you to everyone who supported the congregation 

financially in 2014.  Your help is much appreciated. 

Lindsay Macqueen, Finance Team 
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EXPENDITURE  ESTIMATE INCOME  ESTIMATE 
Ministries & Mission   

Requirements 60,775  

Weekly 

Freewill Offering 85,110 

Presbytery Dues  3,835  Gift Aid  17,000 

Congregational Costs 70,000  Cong Organisations 7,500 

Fabric Costs  10,000  Hire of Premises 29,000 

     Fabric Donations 4,000 

     Interest / Dividends 2,000 

   144,610    144,610 



ABSOLUTELY 
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I have had a very close friend for over 

60 years. During this time we have  

enjoyed much verbal  sparring.  You see, 

although friends we actually agree about 

very little!  We used to be of one mind 

regarding football, and our political 

views used to be  broadly similar - that 

is, until we took opposite sides in the  

independence debate! 
 

Much more fundamental, however, are 

our disagreements when it comes to  

religion. My friend, whose late wife was 

a faithful church member, used to  

describe himself as being a “ reverent 

agnostic”, although in recent years the 

“reverent” part has become much  

diluted. In short, he is a non-believer, 

despite my efforts to persuade him  

otherwise. The atrocities committed in 

our lifetime all over the world in the 

name of religion have presented a huge 

obstacle. He now tends to see all the 

world’s ills as being attributable to 

“religion”. When believers insist that the 

world and the universe was created by a 

loving God  who  has a plan for the  

human race and for each individual, he 

is highly sceptical. 
 

In a heated (but friendly) discussion not 

long ago, he exclaimed in exasperation  

that he had “no absolutes”, by which he 

meant that in his opinion all issues of 

morality are relative. They change, he 

maintains, over time or according to  

geography or different cultures, and no 

moral code can be said to be intrinsically 

superior to any other.  To me this 

seemed ridiculous. How can one say that 

societies which are based on human  

sacrifice, or cannibalism, or infanticide, 

or Nazi racist theories, for example, are 

morally equivalent to those whose code 

is based on the Bible?  In making this 

point, I am accused of choosing extreme 

examples! 
 

Of course I admit that, but if the  

implication is that there are shades of 

d i f f e r e n c e , 

what measure 

of what is 

“good“ or 

“bad”  are we 

using?  And 

where does it 

come from ?   As a Christian, I am clear 

that our moral code is not something 

which was dreamed up by men and 

women or (as Professor Dawkins and his 

followers would have it) simply a self-

preservation mechanism which has come 

about through the  

working out of evolutionary principles. 
 

When we were both students in the 1950s 

a popular view among astronomers was 

that the Universe had always existed, had 

no beginning and would have no end.  (A 

wee bit like God, I used to say jokingly!).  

As I recall, those who put this idea  

forward were forced to agree eventually 

that there was scientific evidence that the 

universe was always  expanding, but  

they then claimed that its average density 

was always the same because of the  

continuous creation of new matter, 



 through a mechanism which they could 

not explain, and which ran counter to the 

laws of thermodynamics! 

Then, suddenly the accepted wisdom 

changed. Along came the “ Big Bang” 

theory which postulated that everything 

started with a gigantic explosion of an 

infinitesimally tiny point  10 – 20 Billion 

years ago, and ‘it’ has been expanding 

ever since.  So, said some Christians  

triumphantly, the Bible was correct after 

all, there really had been a moment of 

creation. 
 

 But wait a minute, it is not as simple as 

that!  God, or a ‘creative force’, could 

have indeed started everything off with a 

“ Big Bang” and then, having ensured 

that the Universe could run perfectly well  

without further  intervention, simply 

turned his creative power to something 

else. 
 

Christians do not believe that. We  

believe that God  not only created  the 

basic elements of matter, but also self-

replicating life itself. Finally he made  

beings like you and me, self- aware,  

capable of  reasoning and creativity and 

with a spiritual dimension in our lives.  

Of course we are all uncomfortably 

aware that we are strangely flawed, and 

we are reminded of our faults every  

single day 
 

 But there seems to me no doubt that we 

all have an inborn sense of right and 

wrong, of good and bad.  We do not, as 

the other animals do, act solely by  

instinct. 
 

So where did we get 

this moral compass ?  

The answer the Bible 

gives is that it is there 

because we have been 

made in the image of God.  God is the 

ultimate Truth, the ”Absolute” whom 

my friend finds  hard to envisage or  

accept. We believe that He intervenes 

directly in history ; He has not only  

created the Universe including our beau-

tiful world itself, he also actively directs 

and maintains it. 
 

There is a line in a poem which says that 

when God views his Creation “every 

prospect pleases and only man is vile.”  

This must be because as humans we 

have rebelled against  His divine moral 

code, believing our personal  ‘codes’ to 

be so much better . But in his loving 

mercy God did not give up, providing us 

with a Saviour to show us the Way, the 

Truth and the Life. 
 

My friend says that sadly the church is 

dying.   Its message is seen as irrelevant 

and often much resented, because  

modern men and women are determined 

not to listen, preferring to create their 

own ever-changing version (or  versions) 

of morality . My answer has been that 

this is not the first time in the history of 

our nation that this has happened, yet  

the church has always survived.  Why?  

Because it continues to bear witness to 

the Truth, which is unchanging and ‘ 

Absolute’. Of course, being composed of 

sinful men and women it has not always 

lived up to its calling. But despite this  it 

has continued throughout to proclaim  

the gospel, calling men and women back 

to God and reminding them that without 

obedience humankind faces the abyss. 
 

It was interesting to read in The Herald 

recently that Professor Brian Cox, the 

prominent astronomer   has recently  

decided that scientific evidence points to 

us being alone in our galaxy. “ If we are 
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 rested….. until now! 

 The American magazine “Live Science” 

has recently  ( January 2015) claimed that 

a fragment of the Gospel of Mark dating 

from before 90 AD has been accidentally 

discovered . It formed part of the mask of 

an Egyptian mummy. Masks of Pharaohs  

were of course made of gold – think of the 

stunning gold mask of Tutankhamun - but  

common people made use of linen,  

papyrus and glue to fashion them. Papyrus 

was made from a kind of reed growing 

along the River Nile. It was scarce and  

expensive, so it was quite usual for people 

to re-cycle it in this way. 
 

It will be up to biblical experts to decide 

whether the claim in “Live Science” stands 

up to academic scrutiny. It has long been 

held by some scholars that the Gospel of 

Mark was the first to be written, perhaps 

as early as the 60s or 70s AD, and that the 

author, Mark ,was the same person who 

appears in Acts as a travelling companion 

of Paul and Barnabas. If so, he knew many 

of the apostles personally, most notably 

Peter, and the gospel which bears his name 

is probably based on the reminiscences 

and preaching of Peter. 
 

If the date proposed by the writers of the 

Live Science” article satisfies the experts,  

we will have the remarkable opportunity 

of seeing  an actual  piece  of Mark’s Gos-

pel written on papyrus by someone during  

the lifetime of the author Mark himself, 

and perhaps having been  read by some of 

the very first members of the Christian 

church.  It will also be a challenge to those 

enemies of the church – especially from 

Islam -who have claimed  that our founda-

tional documents are unreliable and have 

been  corrupted over time.  Watch this 

space !    MDM 

the only intelligent civilisation in the 

galaxy, “ he writes, “ that makes us  

indescribably precious and valuable. 

We are the only island of meaning in an  

infinite sea of stars, and that confers a 

responsibility to survive and explore the 

stars”. Since there are up to 400 billion 

stars like our sun in the galaxy our  

descendants will be kept busy ! 
 

Whether that is part of God’s plan for 

humanity I am not qualified to say, but 

without obedience to the moral code 

bequeathed to us by God, the Creator, 

the Absolute, we’re never likely to find 

out.    MDM 

                                                                                                                                

A Window on the                    

Dawn of Christianity ? 

On Christmas Eve 1994 “The Times” 

published an article in which it claimed 

that two Biblical scholars – Carsten  

Peter Thiede and Matthew D’Ancona – 

had identified a small 

scrap of papyrus held 

by Magdalen College, 

Oxford University as 

being verses 6 and  7 of 

chapter 26 of   

Matthew’s Gospel (the 

anointing of Christ in 

the house of Simon the 

Leper). Sensationally, it 

was claimed that it could be dated  

confidently to around 70AD, which if 

true ,made it the oldest Christian writing 

known. 
 

The claim had a mixed reaction from 

other biblical scholars, most of whom  

preferred to believe that the earliest  

surviving biblical documents came from 

over 100 years later, perhaps even as 

late as 200 AD. And there the matter 

11



 

WAY IN……to Luke 6 
“ Luke is very clear about two things. First, for the Jewish people the long 

period and exile and waiting is over  - in Jesus the new kingdom has 

dawned. Second, and even more important, this new kingdom is for all, 

both Jew and Gentile – and this includes you and me. 

This is made very clear when Jesus speaks in the synagogue in Nazareth 

(4:14-30). Quoting Isaiah 61 he describes the way in which the people will 

be healed, how the oppressed will be freed and how the ‘Lord’s favour’ 

will be known. ( His references to the widow of Zarephath and Naaman, 

both Gentiles, show the coming kingdom is for all.) 

In Chapter 6 we are shown that Jesus has the authority of his Father to 

usher in new ways of thinking, being and doing. This authority means that 

he can challenge the Pharisees’ understanding of the Sabbath, can call The 

Twelve to him  and in what is known as ‘The Sermon on the Plain’ can 

open up new horizons about our attitudes and relationships. However, it is 

important to remember that these words of Jesus were not just for that 

time . As we read them afresh we must be willing to allow them to speak 

deep into our hearts….”   (Chris Neal) 
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.  DAILY  BREAD        MARCH  

  Defender of the faith  A new kingdom  

 Sun   1  Psalm  2   Tue   17  Luke 6: 12- 16 

 Mon  2  Acts 24: 1-21  Wed  18  Luke 6: 17-26 

 Tue   3  Acts  24: 22-27  Thur   19  Luke 6: 27 -36 

 Wed  4  Acts 25: 1-12  Fri      20  Luke 6: 37 -42 

  Thur  5  Acts 25 : 13-22  Sat    21  Luke 6: 43-49 

 Fri      6  Acts 25: 23- 26: 1a  Sun   22    Psalm  5  

 Sat     7  Acts 26: 1b -18  Sidelined - for good ? 

 Sun   8    Psalm  3   Mon  23  Ezekiel 1: 1-28 

 Mon  9  Acts 26: 19-32  Tue  24  Ezekiel 2: 1-3:15 

 Tue   10  Acts 27: 1-12  Wed 25  Ezekiel 3: 16-27 

 Wed  11  Acts 27: 13-26  Thur   26  Ezekiel 4:1-8;5;1-13 

 Thur  12  Acts 27: 27-44   Fri     27  Ezekiel 10: 1-22 

 Fri      13   Acts 28: 1-16  Sat     28  Ezekiel 11: 14-25 

 Sat     14  Acts 28: 17-31   Meet your king  

 Sun   15     Psalm  4  Sun   29  Luke 19: 28-40 

  A new kingdom   Mon  30  Luke 22: 1-23 

 Mon   16  Luke 6: 1-11  Tue   31  Luke 22: 24-38 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christians Against Poverty :   Money Course 

 
A course will run at 170 Queen’s Drive from Monday 9th March, starting at 

7.15 pm   It will run for three Mondays. See Alan Watt or Jo Gibb to sign up 

or get more information. Alternatively, you can sign up for the course on line 

at Christians Against Poverty and follow the links to find your nearest money 

course. 
 

The  course  comes  highly  recommended  for  anyone  who  wants  a reliable  

system for taking control of their finances, or for anyone else interested in 

helping others to manage their money. 
 

We might even provide tea/coffee and biscuits for free ! 

 

 

 

 

 

THANK  YOU……. 

….to all my friends in the congregation for their loving       

concern and care.  The many, many cards which I have         

received are really beautiful.      Morag Reid 
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Counting Team Rota 
 

The Teams for Sunday 29th March until Sunday 19th April  inclusive 

are :- 

J Bagdzinski, L Laing, P Brown, A Watt 

If you cannot manage any Sunday please arrange for a substitute or   

contact Alan Watt. 



How Other Christians Live 
 

Nepal 
A Buddhist monk visiting the predominantly Christian Borang village in Nepal’s Dhading  
district forced all the Christian villagers to convert to Buddhism and ordered them to stop all 
Christian worship. Two of the church’s leaders refused to obey the orders and were attacked in 
response.  Although the church elder managed to escape, the pastor was captured and beaten 
for three days. He was then forced to place his finger print on a document stating that he would 
stop running the church and that he would not report the incident to police authorities or leave 
the village. 
 

Iran 
After three years in Adel-Abad prison in Shiraz, Iran, Christian convert from Islam Vahid  
Hakkani was finally released on 26 January, but only on the condition that he sign a disclaimer 
stating that he would have no further involvement in Christian-related activities and that he 
would not attend house-church or Christian meetings.  Arrested on 8 February 2012, Mr  
Hakkani was one of nine Christian converts discovered in a house-church raid in Shiraz. Most 
of those arrested that day were released after 36 days, but Mr Hakkani and three others were 
each found guilty of attending a house-church, evangelism, contact with foreign Christian  
organisations, propaganda against the Islamic regime and threatening national security. Each of 
the four men was sentenced to three years and eight months in prison.  
 

KENYA – CHURCH LEADER SHOT DEAD IN MOMBASA 
Lift up in prayer the friends and family who are mourning the death of George Kardhimba – a 
Kenyan church official who was gunned down by unidentified assailants on 11 January just 
inside the entrance gate of his church in the Majengo neighbourhood of Mombasa. 
According to reports, police were able to stop the gunmen from entering the church thereby 
preventing further carnage. Although no one has claimed responsibility for the attack, many 
suspect the Somali Islamist group Al-Shabaab to be behind the incident. 
 

Nigeria 
Hundreds of lives have been lost in just two days in Nigeria. The Islamist terror group Boko 
Haram has murdered hundreds of people and destroyed thousands of homes.  
 
Benjamin Kwashi, the Anglican Archbishop of Jos State, said, ”I do not know how many more 
lives Boko Haram must kill before the western powers show they care.” Boko Haram has been 
carrying out religious and ethnic cleansing in the north-east for years. Some estimates say up to 
31,000 lives have been lost to date* over 1 million have fled their homes, enduring horrific 
conditions in internally displaced persons (IDP) camps 
in safer areas or refugee camps abroad.  
 
Boko Haram has publicly vowed to rid Nigeria of 
Christianity.   And yet the crisis remains incredibly  
underreported – think about what you’ve heard about 
Boko Haram’s slaughter, versus what you’ve heard 
about Ebola, then see how the numbers of deaths  
compare:  
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CHRISTIAN AID 

 10-16 MAY 2015 
 

 

Hello everyone, It’s March already, doesn’t time seem to fly in when you’re 

having fun? 

Here is what’s planned for Christian Aid this year. 
 

The jam jars are now out. Please take a jar from the back of the Welcome Hall 

and fill it over the next few with your loose change 

or loose fivers.  Bring it back in time for the Coffee 

Morning on 16th May. 
 

Our challenge this year is to climb Goatfell on Arran, 

and our first attempt will be on Saturday 11 April 

2015. I say first attempt as look how long it took to 

conquer Ailsa Craig!! 
 

The can collection will be on Saturday 9th May 2015. The ladies will be  

collecting in Shawlands and Auldhouse and will be very happy to see some 

smiling faces if you’re out and about in that area. 
 

The CA Café is on Saturday 16th May 2015, 1030-1pm. You can have brunch 

or an early lunch along with a lovely hot cuppa. The usual stalls will be there 

and it would be great to see loads and loads and loads of you there. Bring your 

friends, bring your family and even bring your neighbours!! 
 

The envelope deliveries and collections will be going on throughout Christian 

Aid week and I’d like you to keep our volunteers in 

your thoughts and prayers as it’s not an easy task 

that they undertake. 

 

Lynn Reid 

CA Organiser 
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CRECHE 
 

8
th
 Mar B. Roberts M. Carvil 

15
th
 Mar M. Borland F. Campbell 

22
nd
 Mar F. McCall A. Gardiner 

29
th
 Mar P.Piper M. Coubrough. 

 5
th
 Apr B. Roberts M. Borland 

 

As always if you cannot manage  
please change or contact me (586 
4294).  

     Betty Roberts        



Anne Frank : 70th Anniversary of her death 
 

Many people think of Anne Frank as being a Dutch girl, but she was born – and died- in 
Germany. This month marks the 70th anniversary of her death in March 1945 – only nine 
months after she recorded the final entry in her diary while hiding from the Nazis in a secret 
annexe in Amsterdam. The Dutch city had become her home town just before the outbreak of 
war after her Jewish family had fled from Frankfurt to avoid the Nazi round up of Jews. 
Her full name was Annelies Frank, and the last entry she made in the diary ( actually an 
autograph album) given to her in 1942 as 13th birthday present by her father was made on 1st 
August 1944. She was 15 years old . Three days later, following a tip-off, her hiding place 
was raided. With her family she was taken to the death camp of Auschwitz-Birkenau in 
Poland. There her mother starved to death. 
 

In the confusion which occurred as the Red Army approached the camp, Anne and her sister 
were hastily transferred to the camp at Bergen-Belsen in Germany itself , liberated by the 
British Army in April 1945 – too late for the two girls, who had  died of typhus weeks before. 
Her father Otto, who had served with distinction in the German army in the 1914-18 War and 
had become a successful businessman after it, was the only member of his family to survive 
the death camps. Visiting Amsterdam after the war he was given his daughters diary by a 
Dutch friend who had picked it up from the floor the day of the family’s arrest. The autograph 
book had been supplemented by two notebooks and over 360 loose pages. He was deeply 
impressed and moved to read his daughter’s words , and arranged for parts of it to be 
published, and it is now known everywhere as The Diary of Anne Frank.  Filmed several  
times , it was also adapted as a stage play and translated into over 70 languages. 
 

It tells the inspiring story of how eight people were able to survive the Nazi occupation of 
Amsterdam by living for over two years in a dark, concealed part of her father’s company’s 
premises, protected and fed by- among others- two Christians who ran the company on the 
owner’s behalf. 
 

Throughout the diary runs a thread of faith, hope and love, tinged with despair . A fortnight 
before her capture the teenager wrote movingly, “ It’s a wonder that I haven’t abandoned my 
ideals, they seem so absurd and impractical. Yet I cling to them because I still believe that in 

spite of everything that people are truly good at heart. It is utterly impossible for me to build 

my life on a foundation of 

chaos, suffering and death. I 

see the world being slowly 

transformed into a wilderness. 

I hear the approaching 

thunder that will one day 

destroy us too.” 

 “ I feel the suffering of 

millions. And yet, when I look 

up at the sky, I somehow feel 

that everything will change for 

the better, that this cruelty too 

shall end, and that peace and 

tranquillity will return.” 

                                                                                                                                                             

MDM  
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DUTY ROTA 

The following Members are asked to take up duty as indicated. 

CHURCH VESTILBULE/BOOKS DUTY – SUNDAYS 

   MORNINGS   EVENINGS 

  8th March  Mrs. A. M. Gardiner  Mrs. M. Brindle 

        Mrs. R. Smith 

   Mrs. E. McNicoll 

   Miss Y. Inglis 

15th March Mrs. N. Griffith   Mrs. J. McNae 

   Mrs. M. Carvil 

   Mr. R. McCallum 

   Miss M. Davidson 

22nd March Mrs. A. Neil   Miss M. Percy 

   Mr. E. Percival  

   Miss M. Percy 

   Mr. G. Gardiner 

29th March Mrs. W. Bradley  Mrs. M. Brindle 

   Miss L. Boyle 

   Mrs. A. Coleman 

   Miss E. Gardiner 

  5th April  Mr. P. Brown   Mrs. J. McNae 

   Mrs. L. Wood 

   Mrs. J. McCallum 

   Miss E. J. Campbell 

    

OFFERING DUTIES 

The following Members are asked to take duty on the following Sundays:- 

Sunday 8th March to Sunday 5th April 2015     

 

Back Pews               Mr. A. Watt   

Left Side Pews/Chairs Mrs. A. Neil 

Right Side Chairs/Choir Mrs. L. Wood   

Evening    Miss M. Percy   

 

Anyone unable to do the duty indicated should contact Marjory Percy 

(Tel. 632 0363)      Please check Magazine or list on Welcome Hall notice 

board to see if you have been asked to do a duty. 
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INTIMATIONS 

1. The   Kirk  Session  will  meet  on  Tuesday 17th March 2015 
 

2. Team Leaders will meet on Tuesday 21st April 2015. 
 

3. Cases of illness or urgent pastoral need should be intimated without 

 delay to the Minister.     

4. Any person who would like to become a communicant member of the 

church should speak to the Minister. 
 

5.      The next date for handing  in  material for the Magazine is  

    Sunday 29th March 2015.  
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TREASURER’S  REPORT  TO  22nd  FEBRU-

ARY  2015 

     

   Open Plate    £        723 

   Freewill Offerings   £     2,664 

   Gift Aid Freewill Offerings  £     7,704 

   Total      £   11,091 

       Average per Sunday           £     1,386 
 

 

Other Income 
 

 

Donation from Healing Rooms  £38  

         

M. Borland, Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GENERAL  FABRIC  FUND 

Balance at 1/1/15       £  4,875 

+ Income    £     856

           £  5,675 

-  Expenditure  £  1,800 

Balance at 22/2/15  £  3,875 



 

      

M ARCH  2015 
 

Biblical Mothers 

As  Mothering  Sunday  approaches,    Dr  Helen  Bond  examines  the  role  of  

mothers in the Bible, while Jackie Macadam looks back at the history of, and 

religious roots of the day. Ron Ferguson considers the role of Mary, mother of 

Jesus. 
 

‘ Mother of all the Peoples’ 

Lynne McNeil dips into the archives to recall the life and 

death of Mary Slessor, one of Scotland’s greatest  

missionaries, who passed away 100 years ago this year. 
 

Reforming the Kirk 

In the final part of his series, the Rev Dr  Doug Gay  

emphasises the need for the winds of change in the Church of Scotland. 
 

Science and the Church 

Dr Andrew Torrance highlights the work of a group seeking to bridge the gap 

between science and faith. 
 

‘A Beautiful Gift’ 

Thomas Baldwin encourages the Rev Peter Johnston to ‘spill the beans’ on a 

worship publication that is finding a growing audience. 
 

‘We Are On the Same Team’ 
The Moderator calls for respect in disagreements in the Church. 
 

Discerning God’s call 

The Rev Professor David Fergusson considers the subject of vocation. 
 

Speaking to the Heart 
The Very Rev Dr James Simpson highlights some of the secrets of effective 

preaching. 
 

 The ‘Parliament Parish’ 

John R Hume unearths the history of a Hebridean church. 
 

PLUS :   all the regular columnists, letters, reviews and crosswords – all for 

just £2 

Visit the website www.lifeandwork.org for up-to-date news and exclusive  

features. 
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OFFICEBEARERS 
MINISTER    Rev Elijah Smith at Church Office        

SESSION CLERK        Miss Lexa Boyle    427 3999 
         7 Maxwell Grove G41 5JP 
FABRIC  TEAM        Mr. George Gardiner    810 5079     
HOSPITALITY  TEAM      Miss Morag Reid    440 7406 
PASTORAL  TEAM       Mr. Jo Gibb     638 5768  
MISSION  TEAM          Miss Lynn Flower    631 4964    
PRAYER  TEAM          Mrs Ruby Smith     423 7773  
MINISTRY TEAM       Rev Elijah Smith at Church Office 
MUSIC & DRAMA TEAM    Mrs Lynn Gibb    638 5768 
FINANCE  TEAM       Mr Lindsay Macqueen   01655 332588 
ADMIN / OFFICE  TEAM     Mrs Barbara Irvine     423 1558 
EDUCATION  TEAM      Mrs Brenda McGinnigle   424 0427 
TIME TALENTS MONEY TEAM   Mrs Joyce McNae     423 1897  
YOUTH  TEAM       Miss Lynn Flower       631 4964 
CONGREGATIONAL           Mrs. Margaret Borland    at Church Office or  
TREASURER     mc_borland@hotmail.com        
MAGAZINE              Mr. Malcolm MacSween   649 9405   
 EDITOR             4 Rosslyn Court, Lethington Ave., G41 
MAGAZINE              Mrs. Barbara Irvine     423 1558 
 DISTRIBUTION            01/55 Nursery Street, G41 
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The Round Church, Bowmore, Islay 


