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Poem  for   Christmas 

 
The poem below, by Valerie Budd ,first appeared in the Lion book “ 100 

Contemporary Christian Poets”  published in 1983. It has been used in our 

magazine before ( in 2010) I particularly like the memorable final couplet.  

(Ed.) 

          When I was young I built my life 

          On dreams, and on the hint of love 

          But as I grew, I chose new paths 

          Of darkness and uncertainty 

          I left the light 

          And chose to seek for purpose and reality 

          The way grew darker step by step 

          Until at last I could no longer see to seek. 

          Lost and tired I longed for the dreams, 

          For the love of my youth – 

          But the door of the inn was closed,  

                                                              

  I stopped. 

          Sank down in the mire of my 

 own travelling 

          In the dust of broken hopes. 

          Kneeling alone, trembling , 

                                        And so    

  desperately afraid 

          My life in ashes, my spirit   

  broken 

          At last I know why I need You, Lord. 

          I come to You empty handed 

          I come to You blinded by darkness 

          I come to you to fill me with Your life 

          And with Your light that showed  

          Wise men the way 

          Your light that even shepherds understood. 

          O Saviour, thank you for the love 

          That’s willing to be born, even in such 

          A stable as this my heart. 
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My dear friends, 

GOT QUESTIONS ABOUT LIFE?  Well, you might say, 

who hasn’t?  I hope the big red banner at the right hand side 

of the main church door hasn’t escaped your attention? Yes! 

Bold red background with large white letters the height of the 

railings! Hopefully, all who pass on the street and also those 

folks who enter the church will not miss it! 

Thursday afternoon, 20th November was the last meeting of the Queen’s Park 

Govanhill Church Alpha Course. Everyone who attended the course enjoyed 

and benefited from it immensely. Over nine Thursday afternoons and a 

Saturday away at Eaglesham, an average of 17 folks met to have lunch, 

examine and discuss an aspect of the Christian Faith. Looking firstly at what 

the Bible tells us about the Person of Jesus we also considered some practical 

aspects of our faith such as ‘How and why should I read the Bible’ and ‘How 

can I tell others’.  A great big thank you goes to the Alpha Team Leaders 

namely Lexa, Morag, Ruby and Gill who worked so hard to prepare and serve 

our lunch and to make the whole course run like clockwork. A big help came 

from Elizabeth who managed all the technical stuff! A special ‘TA’ to 

Elizabeth who made the DVD showings of our talks possible! 

You will see a photograph on page 6 of the Alpha Group at the last session. 

Everyone is in the photo except Alistair & Eric. Sorry boys, you were too late! 

One of the great blessings that folks receive from Alpha is the clear teaching 

on many aspects of the Christian Faith. The course very importantly focuses 

our attention on Jesus and answers the great question of who He is and why 

and He came to planet earth. This is well captured in the Gospel of John ch.3 

v16, ‘For God so loved the world that He sent His one and only Son that 

whoever believes on Him will not die but receive everlasting life’   

Friends the truth of the matter is, JESUS is the only answer to the questions 

that we may have about life. As we are fast approaching the end of another 

year and with the commercial aspects of Christmas seeming to begin earlier 

each year, may we not loose our focus on the One Who is the reason for the 

season. It is all about HIM! 

As we journey in our faith the path to Bethlehem over the next few weeks, 

may we treasure in our hearts His great love for you and me. 

Wishing you all God’s richest blessing as we worship and remember together. 

Your Minister and friend… 

Morris 
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Rev Elijah Smith 
 

On Sunday23rd November, Rev Elijah Smith 

preached as Sole Nominee. At the end of the 

Service a ballot was held as a result of which the 

congregation was delighted to call him to be our 

new minister. Mr Smith graciously agreed to 

accept the Call to become minister of the  

congregation of Queen’s Park Govanhill, and 

we hope that he will be duly inducted very soon. 

Mr Smith is a young man, brought up in Los 

Angeles ,although of Scottish descent, his grandfather being from Govanhill. 

His theological training was in California and at the University of St Andrews 
 

The result of the congregational vote will now go to the next meeting of    

Glasgow Presbytery for ratification . The arrangements for a Service of      

Induction are of course the responsibility of Presbytery, but it seems probable 

that it will take place on Wednesday, 21st January.  Our sincere thanks are due 

to the Nominating Committee for having fulfilled their task so efficiently, and 

we now look forward to meeting Elijah in the very near future. 
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At 170 Queen’s Drive, G42 
 

Sunday  7th December            11.00 am      Choir Advent Service 

          6.00 pm      Club 170 Team 

Sunday 14th December            11.00 am      Rev Morris Dutch 

                                                                           Gift service 

                                                    6.00 pm  Club 170 Christmas Service 

Sunday 21st December            11.00 am      Rev Morris Dutch 

                                                    6.00 pm  Club 170 Team 

Wednesday  24th December     7.00 pm    ‘ Carols by Candlelight’. 

Christmas Day                          11.00am    Rev Morris Dutch 

Sunday 28th December            11.00 am   Rev Morris Dutch 

                                                        No evening Service 

Sunday 4th January  2015        11,00 am   Rev  Morris Dutch 

                                                         No evening service 



 

We finish our programme for 2014  on Wednesday 

17th December at 2pm. The committee take this 

opportunity to wish all our members a very Joyous 

Christmas and a prosperous New Year. 

 

The programme for December 2014 

Dec. 10th  CHAS 

Dec  17th  Christmas Party - Special Visitors 

Saturday 6th Dec 'Coffee Afternoon' 

Our session restarts at 2pm on Wednesday 7th January 2015 so do come and 

join us, a warm welcome is extended to all, that includes men 

Ruby Smith (Secretary) 

 

Soup on Sunday 
December being such a busy month, we hope 

you will be able to join us on the second Sunday 

of  the month – December 14th. 

Next year –all of a few weeks away- where has 

the year gone? – we will return to the first 

Sunday of the month which will be 4th January .Our chosen project is 

Starchild set up by Michaela Foster Marsh and friends in memory of her 

adopted brother, Frankie. STARCHILD aims to improve the quality of life 

for orphans in Uganda by providing shelter, healthcare, education and love. 

http://www.starchild charity.com/         TTM Team 

5. 

The first Monday in December was Film Night 

when we watched Quartet, enjoyed by all,  

including the outtakes.  Most of the Men’s  

Association  managed to beat the censor’s 12  

certificate with ease! 

Our next event is the Burns Supper on Monday 

26th January when the usual excellent grub will 

be enhanced by our entertainers.  Programmes 

will be on sale during January.  Watch the yellow 

pages for further details. 

    Happy Christmas to everyone. 

     Lindsay Macqueen, Secretary 



 

 

S U “ Daily Bread” Notes 
Orders are being taken at this time for “ Daily Bread” for 2015.  The price, 

( £3.99 per quarter or £15.96 for the whole year) seems unchanged from 2014. 

Any existing subscribers should let me know a.s.a.p. if they intend to 

continue. If you have not previously taken “ Daily Bread” but would like  

would like to  try the publication for one quarter, please let me know.    

M D Macsween 
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Church Doors 
The observant among you will have noticed that the church doors have 

been spruced up with a new coat of paint (ultramarine). Don’t be fooled by 

the undercoat colour! Our thanks to the ‘painters’. George Gardiner and 

Peter Brown. 

Alpha Rovers 1st XV    Autumn 2014 



 

PRAYER BREAKFAST 

 

Queen's Park Govanhill Parish church will host the next prayer breakfast. We 

meet at 8.30am on Saturday 10th January 2015 
 

We are now into the forth year of inter-denominational Prayer Breakfasts in 

the Southside; a time of shared fellowship, food and prayer, united as one in 

Christ in our concerns for our church, our city and our world. 
 

It is a relatively simple breakfast prepared by the Prayer Team of cereal, toast, 

croissants, fruit juice, tea or coffee ---don’t expect a Full English Fry-up.  
 

It is spiritually uplifting knowing that the ripples on a pool continue to spread 

ever outwards.  

Do come along and join us. 

Ruby Smith 

Prayer Team Leader 
 

 

Suffering Church Sunday 

Many thanks to everyone who wrote Christmas Cards and made a donation to 

Christian Solidarity Worldwide and the Barnabas Fund.  Over100 cards were     

written and when gift aid is added we collected £330.  So thank you. 

The next meeting of the Support Group is Tuesday 14th January 2015 so put 

that date in your diary and come along to help some more. 
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PRAYER WALK 

Saturday 20th December at 11am. 

 

Can you spare an hour of your time in service for 

the Lord? 

We now have a very large Parish with all it's  

varied problems. It has been proposed that we 

have  a 'Prayer Walk' on Saturday 20th December at 11am.  

Hopefully there will be Christmas cards showing our Christmas services to 

hand out; inviting others to come and hear of the Christmas gift of the 

Christ Child. 

Why don't you join us.       Ruby Smith 



 

Club 170 
Club 170 continues to open the Church doors each Sunday at 5pm to provide a hot 

meal and a short time of companionship for those in need in our community and 

beyond.  Currently numbers are lower than they had been a couple of years ago but 

we shouldn’t be complacent, this may not reflect a change in the core need. The 

housing and homelessness strategies of councils around the country, which had led 

to homeless people from all parts of Scotland being “dumped” in this area without 

support, responded to the vigorous campaign mounted by local groups calling for 

more sympathetic treatment of homeless people. 

The menu remains unchanged – a cup of hot homemade soup with bread or rolls, a 

slice of hot sausage in a buttered roll, a selection of home made sandwiches with tea 

or coffee, cakes, fruit and a glass of cola. Milk and rolls are obtained from Asda and 

Greggs supply the cakes and plenty of bread and rolls which are given away at the 

end of the meal. The start of the meal has been preceded by a short spiritual talk 

from Morag – a commitment which she keeps very faithfully and which is listened 

to quietly. 

Many take advantage of the resources provided by the Food Bank and the Clothing 

Bank. In fact it is our understanding that more is given out from these sources on a 

Sunday than when they are officially open during the week 

The AGM took place on 28th October and arrangements have been made for the 

Christmas meal on Sunday 14th December. Along with the great support from the 

congregation at the fundraising lunch and  the generosity of a city business our funds 

are now healthy heading into 2015. Further good news came about through the good 

offices of Duncan McGiningle with his contacts in the food industry. We are very 

grateful to Duncan for “coming up with the goods!” 

We remain very grateful to the faithful team of volunteers not all of whom are from 

QP Church who ensure that this service to those in need in our community continues 

each week. 

8. 

PATHFINDERS  POST 

The Pathfinders Christmas Post will be open for business as usual on 

Sundays 2nd, 9th, 16th December, with the last delivery on 23rd Decem-

ber. The “counter” in the Welcome Hall will be manned from 10.30 am 

each Sunday, with deliveries beginning after the morning service. 

Each year “Donation” stamps help to raise funds for the Children’s 

Hospice. Since the opening of Robin House at Balloch, Loch Lomond, 

monies raised have been sent there. Last year we raised £240. By using 

the service you will not only have your cards delivered but will help to 

raise funds for a very worthy and, considering the age of our 

’postmen’, appropriate cause. 

** Please remember, Pathfinders cannot undertake delivery outwith the 

church premises. 



MISSION  LOVE 
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Don’t you know, 

haven’t you heard, 

haven’t you been told, 

haven’t you understood ? 

Well here it is then – some might 

say it was Mission impossible, 

but truly – in the beginning, God 

created. 

God, who is Love, spoke, 

And by his Word everything came 

into being. 

His Spirit breathed life into  

everything. 

It was a good creation: 

the light and the dark’ 

the day and the night, 

the sky and the sea, 

the plants and the trees, 

the sun, the moon and the stars, 

and all the living creatures of sea, 

air and land….. 

It was all good and blessed and in 

harmony. 

It was a good creation. 

And the pinnacle was the people – 

People made in the image of their 

creator, to be in relationship with 

him, 

Working partners, with the  

wonderful gift of free choice. 

It was all good, very good. 

Created by Love, Word and Spirit. 

Too good to last some might say. 

And of course it didn’t. 

Don’t you know, 

Haven’t you heard, 

Haven’t you been told, 

Haven’t  you  understood ? 

Look around the world, 

see evidence everywhere of the bad 

choices, 

the broken images of those lost  

children of love. 

Watch your television. 



 Go online. 

Read your newspapers, walk your 

streets, and weep for the  

brokenness of that beautiful, good 

creation. 

Mission  impossible? 

No. 

God knows the end from the  

beginning,  

He knows what we are like, and 

what we need.  

At just the right moment, 

in just the right place, 

in just the right way 

Love once again speaks his living 

Word into the world. 

Jesus, Word of God, made man, 

born to rescue, born to save, 

born to live, to die and to defeat 

death, 

to rise – and to give new life by his 

Spirit 

to all who will turn and trust. 

Love, Word  and Spirit. 

This is a NEW creation. 

this is Mission Necessary, 

this is Mission Possible, 

this is Mission from the Father 

reaching out 

to all who will receive him, to those 

who believe in his name, 

giving  them the right to become his 

children. 

In the beginning, in the middle and 

in the end, this is Mission Love. 

I have called YOU by name, you are 

mine.     

Come to me !     

Come to me. 
 

( by Daphne Kitching) 

(Isaiah 40:21, Gen I, John 1:1,12) 
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Are You receiving 

‘Messages’ ? 
Heard in the supermarket queue.  “ 

Hello Jean , haven’t  seen ye for a 

wee while. How’r e ye keeping”  “ 

Well,” came the reply, “ No sae 

good really. I’ve been under the 

doctor again wi ma legs”.  
 

I knew what she meant.  Her friend 

knew what she meant.  But try  

translating that into say, Spanish: 

“Estoy debajo del medico otra vez 

con los pies” and it becomes  

completely unintelligible.  In Gaelic 

it sounds positively indecent!  Of 

course, all languages and local  

dialects have ways of saying things 

that sound peculiar. David Winter 

writes in ‘Parish Pump’ that he  



 by it.’ ( James 1: 13)   The reason is 

that the word translated ‘temptation ’in 

the Lord’s Prayer really means ‘ 

tested’ – but every time anyone tries to 

change it, even to the form used at 

Glasgow Presbytery ,we all complain 

that we prefer the word ‘temptation’ 

even if we don’t fully understand what 

it actually means.  Familiarity always 

trumps accuracy! 
 

It is also true of familiar sayings. ‘The 

exception proves the rule’ is  

commonly taken to mean that a single 

exception demonstrates the accuracy of 

the proposition. In fact, of course it’s 

the old meaning of ‘proves’. To 

‘prove’ something  back then was to 

‘test’ it.   The’exception’, therefore, is 

what tests the rule. If there is even one 

exception , then the rule does not exist 

at all! 
 

In practice we simply assume that  

people understand, and that if they 

don’t at first, they will quickly learn.  

Normally it doesn’t matter. One can 

hear the ladies in the supermarket 

queue and be completely baffled – as 

many younger people would be –  

without it affecting us at all. 
 

But sometimes it is very important.  

For example Jesus didn’t ‘come back 

from the dead’  like Lazarus. He ‘rose 

again’. Believe me, there’s a big      

difference!” 

   MDM ( adapted from Parish Pump.) 

remembers driving along a road in 

Northumbria where there had  

recently been a series of accidents . 

A scrawled sign at a bend read 

“GAN CANNY  HINNIES.”  Clearly, 

“foreigners” like himself were free 

to kill themselves if they chose! 

I remember as a student sharing 

‘digs’ with two other students  one 

of whom was Irish. Coming in early 

with some groceries one day, I left a 

note on the table, “ Messages in the 

press”.   My flat mate was left  

totally bewildered as he searched in 

vain for secret notes, never having 

heard of ‘messages’ in the Scottish 

sense and with little idea what  

constituted a ‘press’! 
 

David Winter says, ”  Mostly our 

little misunderstandings of what is 

said or written don’t  matter, but 

sometimes they do matter a great 

deal. We ask in the Lord’s Prayer 

that God will not ‘lead us into  

temptation.’   But  why on earth 

would God want to do such a thing? 
 

We can read later in the Bible that 

quite clearly, ‘ God himself tempts 

no one . But one is tempted by one’s 

own desire, being lured and enticed 
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WAY  IN…….  TO  LUKE   1,2 
“With Christmas almost upon us, these chapters are great reading. But even if they are 

familiar , prepare to be surprised. Many things which we assume to be part of the story 

are not in the Bible texts at all. 
 

Did Mary travel to Bethlehem on a donkey?  Did the angels sing praise to God ?  Did 

the shepherds  follow the star to the baby ?  Check them out yourself – you may need 

to look again at nativity plays. 
 

When it comes to the accounts of Jesus’ birth and early years, it’s interesting to look at 

Luke’s priorities. Again, it’s not what we might expect. The birth of Jesus occupies 

only two verses ( in Matthew it is one!), whereas the announcement to the shepherds 

and their visit to the baby is much longer. And the account of Jesus ’circumcision and 

presentation in the Temple is longer again. What matters to Luke is the fact that these 

events are not random. This is the fulfilment of God’s work through the ages. 
 

Luke wants the reader to be sure of these events ( 1-4).So he has investigated the 

stories, many of them eyewitness accounts (1-2). As a doctor he was, presumably, 

accustomed to asking questions and sifting information to get to the truth. So if we are 

serious about the truth, we should take his Gospel seriously. Check it out and try to get 

past the Christmas tinsel to the real story. After all “gospel” means  “ good news” !  “       

Emlyn Williams 
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.  DAILY  BREAD       DECEMBER  

   Worship, then and now Check the facts  

Mon     1 2 Chron. 1: 1-17 Tue    16 Luke 1: 26-38 

 Tue     2 2 Chron. 2: 1-18 Wed   17 Luke 1: 39-45 

 Wed   3 2 Chron. 5: 1-14 Thur   18 Luke 1: 46-56 

Thur   4 2 Chron. 6: !-11 Fri      19 Luke 1: 57-66 

Fri      5 2 Chron. 6: 12-42 Sat     20 Luke 1: 67-80 

Sat     6 2 Chron. 7: 1-22 Sun    21 Psalm 142 

Sun   7    Psalm  140 Mon   22 Luke 2: 1-7 

    Tough times, faithful God Tue    23 Luke 2: 8-14 

Mon    8 2 Chron. 24: 1-16 Wed   24 Luke 2: 15-20 

Tue      9 2 Chron. 29 : 1-11 THUR  25 Luke 2: 21-35 

Wed   10 2 Chron.30: 1-31: 1 Fri        26 Luke 2: 36-40 

Thur    11 2 Chron. 33: 1-25 Sat      27 Luke 2: 41-52 

Fri       12 2 Chron. 34: 1-33 Sun 28    Psalm 143 

Sat      13 2 Chron. 36: 2-23   Making sense of life 

Sun     14    Psalm 141 Mon   29 Ecclesiastes 1:1-11 

   Check the facts  Tue    30 Ecclesiastes 1: 12-18 

Mon   15 Luke 1: 1-25 Wed  31 Ecclesiastes 2: 1-16 



 

LODGING HOUSE MISSION 
With the Advent Season upon us, and Christmas fast approaching, we have received 

an appeal from the above, together with some information about their planned  

activities. All the details can be found on the poster on the board in the Welcome 

Hall, and I would encourage everyone to take the time to read it and get involved if 

you possibly can. Briefly, the details are as follows  :- 

1) You are invited to this year’s  CAROL SERVICE at 2pm on Thursday 18th  

December. 

2) You are invited to contribute to this year’s  CHRISTMAS APPEAL  by filing a 

shoebox with suitable items for the Mission to distribute to their service users. The 

poster lists suggestions for filling the boxes.  If you are kind enough to leave them in 

the church office by Sunday 14th December  (at the latest) it is my intention to 

make one delivery during the succeeding week, and certainly before the 19th 

December. 

3) Should you prefer to make a monetary donation, envelopes are available on the 

table in the church vestibule, or you can get one directly from myself. These can also 

be left in the office if you’d like me to deliver them. 

Thank you for your past support and in anticipation of your future generosity.       

          Dewar Flower 

 

Used Stamps 
 

As usual at this time of year, a gentle reminder to save 

the used stamps from Christmas cards, letters and parcels 

received –leaving a quarter inch border round each 

stamp. 

There is a box for used stamps in the Welcome Hall on 

the shelf just under the noticeboards. They are taken by Lexa to the          

Presbytery Office. The proceeds from this year’s sale are going to support a 

project in Northern Greece to help victims of domestic abuse.  Many thanks        

          Joyce McNae 
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IT Equipment 

Because some of our members have recently upgraded their computer 

equipment, there are a number of items available for anyone who has 

need of them. Items include  :- PCs, monitors, keyboards, rodents,  

printers. If you are interested please contact me. 

 Lindsay Macqueen 



How Other Christians Live 
 

Aasia Bibi, a Christian mother of five children, was    

sentenced to death for “blasphemy” in Pakistan, She has 

filed an appeal to the country’s top court on 24  

November. After the High Court in Lahore upheld her 

conviction on 16 October, this appeal is her last recourse 

in the Pakistani judicial system. 

Her lawyer, Saiful Malook, has asked the court to  

reconsider the case on the basis of manipulated and  

deficient evidence, and in particular the delay between the time of the incident and the 

police investigation. In a statement, he said “We expect an early hearing of the appeal 

and hope that the proceedings will be over in one year.” 

Aasia Bibi was arrested in June 2009 and has been on death row since 2010 after she 

was accused of insulting the prophet Mohammed when she was working with some 

Muslim women in a field. A dispute ensued when the women said that as a non-

Muslim she was unfit to touch the water bowl. 
 

In an attack targeting Christians, 28 passengers on a bus  

travelling to Nairobi, Kenya, were singled out and shot to death 

on 22 November in Mandera county, close to the Somali  

border. The Somali Islamist group Al-Shabaab has claimed  

responsibility for the atrocity through its radio station, saying 

that the “attack is payback for the actions of their fellow  

Christian soldiers in  Kenya that killed many innocent Muslim at prayers in a mosque 

in Mombasa over the past week.” A total of 60 passengers were travelling on the bus 

when the radicals sprayed it with bullets and shot a rocket-propelled grenade at it. A 

survivor reports that the gunmen first separated passengers who looked Somali from 

the rest, before demanding those remaining recite the Shahada (Islamic creed). Most 

Muslims believe that the simple recitation of the Shahada is a conversion to Islam. 

Those who could not or would not were made to lie in a line and shot dead one by 

one. He was able to survive by pretending to be dead after the militants missed him.  
 

Two Christian ministers have been attacked by a mob of 200 

people after holding a meeting and baptism for converts from 

Islam on 9 November in Lalmonirhat, Bangladesh. The  

ministers were arrested and now await trial after local imams 

complained that they had forced Muslims to convert. 

Arriving at the meeting, police arrested a total of 45 people 

including the two pastors. The other 43 Christians were  

released by 10pm, but the two ministers were held in prison until 18 November after 

being initially refused bail when Muslim leaders exerted pressure on police. The  

ministers, who cannot be named for security reasons, now await trial for persuading 

Muslims to convert. Although the Constitution of Bangladesh permits freedom of  

religion, conversions to other faiths are opposed. The ministers were themselves raised 

Muslim and converted to Christianity.  

14. 



CHRISTIAN AID 
 

As a church, we do extremely well in our efforts for Christian Aid each year. 

The total raised for 2014 is £2280.00 and this still changes month to month as 

I receive donations and gift aid etc etc. 

However, Christian Aid is not just for Christian Aid week each May, and with 

that thought, you will see that there is a Christian Aid envelope in the  

December magazine this year. I realise that this is an expensive time of year 

but if any or all of you could manage just a small amount, this would go a long 

way to help. Please remember to gift aid your donation if you pay tax. That 

raises even more money. 

Watch out for the forthcoming events next year. We will be starting early in 

our fund raising efforts. There will be the usual CA Café, delivering/collecting 

of envelopes and jam jars. We may have another “come dine with me”  

experience in the welcoming hall in March and I have set the yearly challenge 

as climbing Goatfell on Arran. This challenge will start from the second  

Saturday in April and will hopefully be completed then, but if the weather is 

bad, the dates will keep changing. Anyone wishing a lovely leisurely walk up 

the hill should consult their doctors. 

And lastly, 2015 will be my last year as CA Organiser and we will need to 

have a willing volunteer to take over. If that someone is you, please come and 

talk to me. 

 

Lynn Reid 

CA Organiser 
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CRECHE 
 

14
th
 Dec M. Borland  F. Campbell 

21
st
 Dec Join in service! 

28
th
 Dec F. McCall  A. Gardiner 

  4
th
 Jan P. Piper  M. Coubrough  

 

As always if you cannot  

manage please change or  

contact me (586 4294).  
Wishing everyone a Happy 

Christmas and a Peaceful New 

Year .               Betty Roberts 

Christmas Party ;  Daisy Street 
The annual Christmas Party is to be held on Sunday 21stn January, from 

12noon until 3 pm.  A warm invitation is extended to everyone in the 

Queen’s Park side of the congregation! 



 

 

 

 

 

Finance 
 

Weekly Freewill Offering (WFO) envelopes for the new financial year commencing 

Sunday 4th January 2015 will be available in the Welcome Hall from Sunday 14th 

December.  Please pick up your set of envelopes then. 
 

The end of the financial year is 31st December and any members contributing to 

church funds by annual cheque or organisations making donations to the General or 

Fabric funds should do so by Sunday 28th December 2014 at the very latest.   

L Macqueen, Finance Team 

Cold Turkey ? 
To his great surprise a minister found that in her Will a parishioner had left him her parrot. 
Somewhat reluctantly, he took it to the manse, but soon regretted it, because it was very rude 
to any visitors, having learned a large number of naughty words from its previous owner. The 
minister warned it strictly that if it didn’t behave he would have to take drastic action. 

The following week, the parrot reduced one if his woman elders to tears, so the moment she 

left he grabbed it and thrust it into the freezer for about five minutes. When the parrot was 

taken out it apologised profusely ( being an exceptionally intelligent bird it could converse, 

you see !). It promised never to use these words again and acknowledged that it had been 

completely out of order. Somewhat mollified the minister duly put the repentant parrot back 

in its cage. A few minutes later, the parrot coughed politely and said, “ Could I just ask you 

one little question ? That turkey in the freezer – what on earth did it do?” 
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Counting Team Rota 
 

The team for Sunday, 4 January 2015 to Sunday, 25 January 2015 

inclusive is: 
 

R McCracken, D McGinnigle, P Brown, A Watt".  

If you cannot manage any Sunday please arrange for a substitute or 

contact Alan Watt. 

CHRISTMAS  PARTY 

On Saturday 20th December we are having a Christmas 

Party in the Church Halls for all children of primary 

school age who are members of our Pathfinders, who 

came to Summer Mission, who are relatives or friends 

of members of the congregation or who stay in our parish.   There will 

be games, crafts, inflatables,  a magician, hopefully a visit from Santa 

and lots to eat and drink.   

Tickets costing £1 are now available from the Pathfinders and  

numbers will be limited.   



DUTY ROTA 

The following Members are asked to take up duty as indicated. 

CHURCH VESTILBULE/BOOKS DUTY – SUNDAYS 

   MORNINGS   EVENINGS 

14th December Miss L. Boyle   Miss M. Percy 

   Mrs. M. Coubrough 

   Mr. E. Percival 

   Mrs. A. Coleman 

21st December Mr. P. Brown   Mrs. M. Brindle 

   Miss E. J. Campbell 

   Mrs. A. Neil 

   Mrs. A. M. Gardiner 

28th December Mrs. W. Bradley  NO EVENING  

   Miss E. Gardiner 

   Mrs. J. McCallum  SERVICE 

   Mrs. E. McNicoll 

  4th January Mrs. N. Griffith   NO EVENING 

   Mrs. M. Carvil 

   Mr. R. McCallum  SERVICE 

   Mr. G. Gardiner 

 11th January Mrs. R. Smith   Mrs. J. McNae 

   Miss Y. Inglis 

   Mrs. L. Wood 

   Miss M. Davidson 

 

 

    

OFFERING DUTIES 

The following Members are asked to take duty on the following Sundays:- 

Sunday 14th December 2014 to Sunday 11th January 2015     

 

Back Pews               Mr. A. Watt   

Left Side Pews/Chairs Mrs. N. Griffith 

Right Side Chairs/Choir Mr. R. McCallum   

Evening    Miss M. Percy   

 

Anyone unable to do the duty indicated should contact Marjory Percy 

(Tel. 632 0363)      Please check Magazine or list on Welcome Hall notice 

board to see if you have been asked to do a duty. 
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INTIMATIONS 

1. The   Kirk  Session  will  meet  on  Tuesday 20th January 2015 
 

2. Team Leaders will meet on Tuesday 16th December 2014. 
 

3. Cases of illness or urgent pastoral need should be intimated without 

 delay to the Session Clerk (427 3999).     

4. Any person who would like to become a communicant member of the 

church should speak to the session clerk or interim minister. 
 

5.      The next date for handing  in  material for the Magazine is  

    Sunday 21st December 2014.  
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TREASURER’S  REPORT  TO  30TH  NOVEMBER   2014 

     

   Open Plate    £     2,734 

   Freewill Offerings   £     5,902 

   Gift Aid Freewill Offerings  £   44,183 

   Total      £   52,189 

   Average per Sunday           £     1,124 
 

 

Other Income 
 

Donation from member  £20 

Collection for Poppy Scotland £19.70 

Donation from TTM £1,100 - £600 for church funds 

       - £500 for South East 

       Carer’s Centre 

 

 

M. Borland, Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GENERAL  FABRIC  FUND 

Balance at 1/1/14       £  9,908 

+ Income    £  1,564

           £11,472 

-  Expenditure  £  4,974 

Balance at 30/11/14  £  6,498 



 

      

DECEMBER  2014 
 

Following in the footsteps of Mary and Joseph 

Ian Connor walks the Nativity Trail from Nazareth to Bethlehem 

 

‘God-shaped, angelic and Revolutionary’ 

Leanne Clelland of ALTERnativity offers a 

fresh look at Christmas, with a focus on 

women, angels and revolution. 

 

A Life-Changing Moment. 

Ten years on from the devastating Boxing Day Tsunami, the Rev John Purves, 

who was minister in Sri Lanka at the time, reflects on the impact of the  

disaster. 

 

Ministry on the Margins 

Jackie Macadam meets the Rev Dr Margaret Fowler and learns about her 

unique ministry in Jamaica. 

 

Follow the Money 

In the latest part of his ‘reforming the church’ series the Rev Dr 

Doug Gray considers questions of finance. 

 

A Missionary’s Legacy 

Marion Francis, Chair of The Leprosy Mission, Scotland, sees 

the work supported by the charity in India today. 

 

A New Island Church 

John R Hume focuses on a new church which will carry forward the stones of 

faith in Orkney.  See page 20 of this month’s magazine. ( Ed.) 

 

A Silent Place 

The Rev Professor David Fergusson reflects on the need for contemplation 

within the busyness of daily lives. 

 

Plus : all regular columnists, news, reviews, letters, registers and cross-

words – all for just £2. 
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OFFICEBEARERS 
INTERIM MODERATOR Rev John Whiteford 
LOCUM    Rev Morris Dutch         

SESSION CLERK        Miss Lexa Boyle    427 3999 
         7 Maxwell Grove G41 5JP 
FABRIC  TEAM        Mr. George Gardiner    810 5079     
HOSPITALITY  TEAM      Miss Morag Reid    440 7406 
PASTORAL  TEAM       Mr. Jo Gibb     638 5768  
MISSION  TEAM          Miss Lynn Flower    631 4964    
PRAYER  TEAM          Mrs Ruby Smith     423 7773  

MINISTRY TEAM        
MUSIC & DRAMA TEAM    Mrs Lynn Gibb    638 5768 
FINANCE  TEAM       Mr Lindsay Macqueen   01655 332588 
ADMIN / OFFICE  TEAM     Mrs Barbara Irvine     423 1558 
EDUCATION  TEAM      Mrs Brenda McGinnigle   424 0427 
TIME TALENTS MONEY TEAM   Mrs Joyce McNae     423 1897  
YOUTH  TEAM       Miss Lynn Flower       631 4964 
CONGREGATIONAL           Mrs. Margaret Borland    at Church Office or  
TREASURER     mc_borland@hotmail.com        
MAGAZINE              Mr. Malcolm MacSween   649 9405   
 EDITOR             4 Rosslyn Court, Lethington Ave., G41 
MAGAZINE              Mrs. Barbara Irvine     423 1558 
 DISTRIBUTION            01/55 Nursery Street, G41 
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